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Exclusion User Guide 
Date: September 2020 

Preface  

This user guide is intended to provide a basic understanding of how to find and research section 301 
exclusions in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (“HTS”). 

• The most recent edition of the HTS may be accessed at https://hts.usitc.gov/current. 

• The information contained in this user guide is based on the 2020 HTS (as of January 2020).  Thus, 
this user guide is not intended to provide up-to-date information on the HTS, nor is this guide 
intended to be used for official classification purposes. 

• Additionally, this guide presupposes that the reader already knows the HTS subheading for the 
reader’s product.  For more information on the HTS, and for user guides that detail how to 
determine the HTS subheadings for products, please see  
https://www.usitc.gov/harmonized_tariff_information. 

• Please note also that U.S. Customs and Boarder Protection, and not the U.S. International Trade 
Commission, makes legally binding decisions with regard to classification matters, including the HTS 
provision under which each article should enter the United States. 

https://hts.usitc.gov/current
https://www.usitc.gov/harmonized_tariff_information
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I. Find the product’s HTS Code 

Go to the HTS’s table of contents (https://hts.usitc.gov/current) and look for the product’s applicable section 
and chapter. 

In this case, sebacic acid is located under Section VI, Chapter 29. 

 

 

https://hts.usitc.gov/current
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Helpful hints!  
All products are classified in the HTS using a 4-, 6-, or 8-digit code, and some have an additional 
2-digit suffix that is used for statistical purposes. 1 

 

Find the applicable 8-digit code under the heading/subheading column header. Then locate the article 
description that corresponds to the applicable 10-digit HTS code. 2 In some cases, the article description will 
be the same at the 8-digit and 10-digit level. 

 

 

 
1 The final two numbers under the Statistical Suffix column create the ten-digit number, which is used in collecting 
detailed trade data. 
2 Note how the HTS moves like an outline: you go from less specificity (e.g., edible fruit, chapter 8) to more specificity 
(dried raisins, 0806.20; made from seedless grapes: sultanas, 0806.20.1020).  In other words, the provisions at the ten-
digit level must be read in the context of the nomenclature at the four-, six-, and eight-digit levels.  (Duties are assigned 
at the eight-digit level.) 
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All products with a 301 exclusion will have an endnote on the applicable article description. 

In this example, endnote 25 leads to 9903.88.33, which is in Chapter 99.3 

Helpful hints!  
Exclusions to section 301 tariffs are listed under U.S. note 20 to section III to Chapter 99. 

 

 

 

 
3 Endnote 76, which is also flagged in the picture of 2917.13.0030, above, cites 9902.02.93.  9902.02.93 pertains to the 
Miscellaneous Tariff Bill (“MTB”) process.  Under current law, MTBs do not relieve importers of additional duties 
imposed under Chapter 99 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule, including products of China subject to section 301 duties 
and steel and aluminium products subject to section 232 duties.  An overview of the MTB process is at 
https://www.usitc.gov/trade_tariffs/mtb_program_information. 
 

https://www.usitc.gov/trade_tariffs/mtb_program_information
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II. Follow the endnote to Chapter 99 and find the code  

Endnote 25 to sebacic acid says to see 9903.88.33.  The text of 9903.88.33 says that articles that are excluded 
from section 301 tariffs are listed in U.S. Note 20(ll).  The screen captures below illustrate the workflow from 
the table of contents, to 9903.88.33, to U.S. Note 20(ll).  Sebacic acid is the third exclusion listed in U.S. Note 
20(ll).4 

 

 

  

 
4 The section 301 tariff applicable to products from China is in the General Rate of Duty column under 9903.88.03. 
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III. Section 301 exclusions and the U.S. Notes 

As pointed out in part II, above, sebacic acid’s exclusion from section 301 tariffs is under U.S. Note 20(ll)(3).  
Note how U.S. Note 20(ll) refers back to 9903.88.03.  U.S. Note 20(ll) states that sebacic acid is excluded from 
additional duties imposed by 9903.88.03 and U.S. Note 20(e) and (f).5 
 

 
 
IV. Exclusion End Dates 

Go to the Office of the United States Trade Representative’s 301 investigations website 
(https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/search) to find the Fed. Reg. citation 
needed to find the exclusion’s end date.  
 
Enter the product’s 8-digit HTS code and click on the list that applies to your search results.  See the diagram 
on the next page. 

 
5 Statistical reporting numbers specified in an exclusion are subject to change.  In those instances, the exclusion will list 
the relevant statistical reporting numbers (previous and current), as well as the effective date of those statistical 
reporting numbers.  For example, the statistical reporting changes for impellers are listed in U.S. Note 20(n)(13), which is 
in Chapter 99: 
 

(13) Impellers (described in statistical reporting number 8413.91.9080 prior to January 1, 2019; described in 
statistical reporting number 8413.91.9095 effective January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019; described in 
statistical reporting number 8413.91.9085 or 8413.91.9096 effective January 1, 2020) 

https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/enforcement/section-301-investigations/search
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IV. Verifying the exclusion’s end date 

Search through the USTR’s Exclusions Granted heading on the Trade Action webpage until you find the Fed. 
Reg. publication that pertains to your product, e.g., sebacic acid. 

Helpful hints!  
Ctrl-f to search for keywords that pertain to your product, such as the product’s HTS number or the 
name of the product. 
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Next, use ctrl-f to search for keywords that pertain to end dates or extensions of end dates, such as “year,” 
“effective,” etc.).   
 
Note: the general rule for an end date is one year from publication, though there are exceptions to this 
general rule. 
 

 
 

 


	Date: September 2020
	I. Find the product’s HTS Code
	Helpful hints! 
	II. Follow the endnote to Chapter 99 and find the code
	III. Section 301 exclusions and the U.S. Notes
	IV. Exclusion End Dates
	IV. Verifying the exclusion’s end date

