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H i~~h l :i.~1ht s 

The following are highlights of the economic data collected on the 

heavyweight motorcycle industry for the third quarter of 1986, compared with 

data collected for the third quarter of 1985. Much of the data obtained by 

the Comm:i.ssion regarding the domestic hm~wywe:i.ght motorcycle industry are 
- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- -------- --- - ----- - ------- -- - - - - - ,.__ - - -- - - ------

·.business confidential (even :in the aqqreg&rte), a1~<~ l-1~~;;-e-ilttl·~-:l.r;f~~1;a~t~i~~1~ --- - ·- - - -- - --

concern:i.ng the domt~stic industry :i.s c\l/a:i. lable :i.n the public report. 

o Total retail sales of heavyweight nmtorcycles decreased by 35.4 
1:HffC(Hrt from 4'/, 826 uni ts in Ju ly·-·S<.:iptemb<·H' 1985 to 30, 90~) units 
in July-September 1986. Between the same periods, the average 
unit selling price for U.S.-producecl heavyweight motorcycles 
increased by 23.3 percent, from $4,410 to $5,439. Despite the 
decrease in reta:i.l sales and pr:i.ce :i.ncreases for domestic 
products, the market share held by the three domestic producers 
:i.ncreased from 48.3 percent in the third quarter of 1985 to 56.0 
percent in the same period of 1986. 

o U.S. production of heavyweight motorcycles decreased from 24,6'/8 
units :in July--September 1985 to 15,058 in July-·September 1986, or 
by 39.0 percent (table 1). 

o RQtail sales of domestic motorcycles decreased from 23,084 units 
in July-September 1985 to 17,319 units in July-September 1986, or 
by 25.0 percent. 

o U.S. producers' and dealers' ihventories of domestic motorcycles 
~ecreased from 55,60'/ units as of September 30, 1985 to 55,056 as 
of September 30, 1986, or by 1.0 percent. 

o Total employment decreased from 3,095 workers as of September 
1985 to 2,789 workers as of September 1986, and total hours 
worked by production and related workers decreased in September 
1986, compared with the same per:i.od :i.n 1985. 

o Retail sales of :imported heavyweight motorcycles decreased from 
24, 742. uni ts in July-September 198.5 to :1.3, 586 units in 
July-September 1986, or by 45.1 percent (table 3). 

o Importer shipments to dealers were down sharply, from 19,305 
units in the third quarter of 1985 to 5,296 in the third quarter 
of 1986. There was a 20 percent decrease in inventories of 
imported heavyweight motorcycles held by importers and dealers as 
of September 30, 1986 when compared with the 57,743 units held in 
:i.nventory as of June 30, 1986. Howe11er, compari.n~~ year-·to-·year 
data, inventories of imported heavyweight motorcycles fell 47.0 
percent, dropping from 86,9'/'/ units as of September 30, 1985, to 
46,056 units held as of September 30, 1986 (tables 4 and 5). 

- 'rF1I i- refTe-cls ·a dr·awaow1·1 ir1 -:rmport~~Ys' -rrf\1entories t1uri1·1g the 
fourth quarter of 1985 and the first three quarters of 1986 that 
was not offset by a corresponding increase in U.S. :i.mports. 

- - - - - ~- - -- ..___ - - ..___ -, -- - - - - - - --- - - - - - ----- - - --- - - - - - --- - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - - ..___ - - - - - - ----------------L-----



Table 1.--Heavyweight motorcycles:. U.S. production, 
July-September 1985, and July-Septe~ber 1986 

··--···-.......... --···---··--···---····--·--.......... ------··-··-(!n ___ t:Jnit. .. ~ .. 2 ...... -····---· .. ···-··-·------······-·-.. ----·-.. ---.. -· 

.P-.9.f..!.Q.9.,.,,, .. _,_ .. , _______ , __ ,_,,,,,. • .,, __ ,.,.,.,, __ .,., .. _______ , __ ,_, ____ ,,,,, _________ ,.,_. ___ ,,.,, . ., .... -•9•~~!'.:l.t..!.tY_ .. , .. ,,-•-•-••••••OO---·-•••-•·•-

July··-September 198~> .... , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , . , . , ... , ..... 
July-September 1986 ........ ,,,,.,,,., ..... ,.,,, .. ,. 

2.4,678 
15,058 

s0-ur:ce-:···-·c:0·iii'Pi'Te-a·· .. :F·r:<;·r;;·-;:ra·t:·;;--··;1·~EmI:t::i:-e·a-·Ti1_ ... r:·9 .. ;-i>0-r1 .. ;·9 .. ·-·F0··-,~·1A·9·;f·r<>iii1aTre s --0·f'···:t;E9··--·-·--
u, S, International Trade Commi s.sion. 

Table 2, ......... Heavyweight motorcyc Jes: U.S. :import .. shipments, 
J~ly-September 1985, and July-September 1986 

!?.g,r.t<.?.£. .......... --....... - ....... --·······-.. ·--·-·-----.. ·--·-·-··---.. -·-----·-·--·---.......... ____ ........ 9~!!3.1'.~.tL"t:L ____ , __ ....... -------·Y.~l~~--·-· 

July-September 1985.,, , , , , , , , , , , . , . , , . , . , . , , , , , . , , , 
July·-.. September 1986,,,,,,.,,,, , , , , , , , . , , , . , , , , , , , , , 

l.9,305 
!5,2.96 

42,297 
15,402 

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the 
U.S. International Trade Commission, 

Table 3 .......... Heavyweight motorcycles: U.S. irnport(ff~>' retail sales, by 
engine sizes, July-September 1985, and July-September 1986 

.-.......... --.. ---··--·-··-·--· .. ··-· .. ·-·· .. ··----.. --.. ---------.. .C!n. ..... Yn.J .. t. .. ~.2 ...................... -........ -.. -.. -···-·---..... --.. ·····-.. --................ -.c •... _ ....... - ... - ..... - .. . 
July--- :h1 ly· .. .. 

J.t..9.X!l ...... ----······----···-·-·--... ·--·---.. -·-··--·-··--·----·--·------····$..~~.P.J.9..'!lP..9.r ..... .J..2.?..~ ..... -....... __ $._(~.P.:~.9.!1.l!?..9..r. ...... J ... ~-~.§. __ 

Over 700 cc.but not over 790 cc.,,,,.,,.,,, 
Over 790 cc but not over 970 cc, , .. , , . , . , . , 
Over 970 cc, , , , , . , , , , , . , , , . , , , , . , . , , , , , , , , , 

Total, .... , , . , , . , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ... , , .. , . 

ll,371 4,834 
4,190 l,849 

... 22.I.?..J.:.. .......... -.... -...... -._ ...... -........ _ .. 9. .. 1 ... 9._9..~ ............. -.. -·-···· .. ··-.. -
24, 742 13,586 

s·ou-rc_e_:-·c0m-pffe«r·r-1-:0-rii ..... c:fa·1:·a-.. -·;·\:i·F.i·i11·1·FE.e<~ .... -{.i1 ...... r:;:; .. ;·r.;-0·r1·;;-e· .. ···E0···-·«~1:iE~··5·:E·r;:;·i:1·r1a·I1;:e··5···· .. ;:;·:r-· .... '.f:.i1.e ....... -......... _ 
U.S. International Trade Commission. 
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Table 4 .···-·Heavyweight motorcycles: U.S. :i.mporters 1 end-of·-per:i.ocl inventories, 
by engine sizes, September 30, 1985, and September 30, 1986 

·--·-·-·--·--------·-·-·-·------··-·-·-·-·-·--(1.n_ ... ~m.ll.~2 ........ __ .... _._, ___ . _____ . __ . _______ ··-···--···-·---.. -.. ---·-·---

Over 700 cc but not 011er 790 cc ..... . 14,527 3', 132 
Over 790 cc but not over 970 cc ..... . 5,608 1,532 
Over 970 cc ......................... . 

Total .................. , ........ . 
_?_! 16 2 ···------------22._~2 9 ______ , ___ , ____ .. 
28,297 14,593 

_ .... --.. -------.. -·----·--· .. -·---·-··--------..... -----------------·------.. - ........ -----·--·-
Source: Compiled from data submitted in re§ponse to questionnaires of the 
U.S. International Trade Commission. 

T<~ble 5 ... --H~~avyweight motorcyc J.es: Dealers 1 end·-of·-per:i.od inventories of 
im~orted motorcycles, by engine sizes, September 30, 1985, and September 30, 
1986 

_ ......... --·---------·--.... --·-·--·-··-··----.. - .. -·.iirL1!.DLli2 ______ , _____ . _______________ ·---··-----.. -· 

_!:j:_§.!:J.L _______ , ____ .. ___ . __ ·-··-·---·----·--·----~·~P.tf:'::.!!!9..~!.'.:.. .. 3 0 .1-.. ..L~~It. Se ..e.t. em_be r 3 .9..1_..J..2.!L~ 

011er 700 cc .but hot 011er 790 cc ....... . 31,408 12,390 
Over 790 cc but not over 970 cc ....... . 6,113 2,861 
Over 970 cc ........................... . __ .f.J.i_t~..2 ... _. ___ , _________ _!.2..1_~11-. _______ . ___ _ 

Total ............................. . 58,680 31,463 

Sour6e: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the 
U.S. International Trade Commission.· 

- --- - - - - -- - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - -- - - - -- - - -· - ·- -- - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - -
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