




































































































SUMMARY OF PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES OF THE 
U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION, 
FISCAL YEARS 1975-78 
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----- Ex.ecutive direction and administration. 

Basic research; trade agreements activities. 
reports on production and imports of chemi
cal products; summaries of trade and tariff 

----- information; tariff classification and enumera

1978 

tion; section 22 of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Act. 

Furnishing information and technical assis
tanca to the Congress, other agencies, and 
the pubic. 

Investigating unfair import practices under 
sections 303 and 337 of the Ta riff Act of 1930; 
section 603 of the Trade Act of 1974; and 
miscellaneous studies. 

Investigations under the Antidumping Act, 
192f, as amended. 

Investigations under section 332 of the Tariff 
Act of 1930; special studies. 

Investigations under sections 201 and 406 of 
the Trade Act of 1974. 

Investigation on the probabie economic ef
fects of granting concessions during multilat
eral trade negotiations or granting duty-free 
treatment through implementation of the 
Generalized System of Preferences. 
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REPORTS SUBMITTED ON PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

1. Report on H.R. 5044 (Mr. Bauman)-To suspend until January 3, 1980, a portion of 
the duties on strontium nitrate. August 2, 1978. 

2. Report on H.R. 5265 (Mr. Rostenkowski)-To provide for the temporary suspension 
of duty on the importation of fluorspar. August 11, 1978. 

3. Report on H.R. 5551 (Mr. Flowers)-To suspend until the close of June 30, 1980, the 
duty on 2-methyl, 4-chlorophenol. August 1, 1978. 

4. Reports on H.R. 7108 (Mr. Edgar)-To amend the Tariff Schedules of the United 
States in order to suspend the duty on Yankee Dryer Cylinder Rolls until the close of 
December 31, 1977. April 4, 1978 (Ways and Means Committee), and July 28, 1978 
(Finance Committee). 

5. Report on H.R. 8149 (Mr. Jones-Okla.)-To provide customs procedural reform, 
and for other purposes. January 11, 1978. 

6. Report on H.R. 8222 (Mr. de Lugo)-To apply duty-free treatment under certain 
circumstances to articles produced in the insular possessions of the United States, 
and for other purposes. September 6, 1978. 

7. Report on H.R. 8630 (Mr. Ruppe)-To increase the tariff on imported copper and to 
exclude copper imports from the Generalized System of Preferences created by the 
Trade Act of 1974. January 24, 1978. 

8. Report on H.R. 8814 (Mr. AuCoin)-To reduce until June 30, 1980, the column 2 
rates of duty on woven fabrics of silk. May 16, 1978. 

9. Report on H.R. 9422 (Mr. Baucus)-To amend the provisions of Public Law 88-482 
relating to imposition of quotas on certain meat and meat products. January 20, 
1978. 

10. Reports on H.R. 9628 (Mr. Preyer)-To suspend until the close of June 30, 1980, the 
duty on certain nitrocellulose. January 10, 1978 (Ways and Means Committee), and 
August 11, 1978 (Finance Committee). 

11. Report on H.R. 9650 (Mr. Waggonner)-To suspend until the close of December31, 
1978, the duty on 1,3,5-Trimethyl-2,4,6-tris[3,5-di-tert-butyl-4-hydroxybenzyl) ben
zene. November 16, 1977. 

12. Report on H.R. 9695 (Mr. Udall)-To increase the duty on imported copper by an 
amount which offsets the cost incurred by copper producers in the United States in 
meeting domestic environmental requirements. February 24, 1978. 

13. Reports on H.R. 9911 (Mr. Duncan-Tenn.)-To continue until the close of June 30, 
1981, the existing suspension of duties on certain forms of zinc. March 14, 1978 
(Ways and Means Committee), and August 2, 1978 (Finance Committee). 

14. Reports on H.R. 10161 (Mr. St Germain)-For the relief of Eastern Telephone Supply 
and Manufacturing, Incorporated. January 24, 1978 (Ways and Means Committee), 
and August 8, 1978 (Finance Committee). 

15. Report on H.R. 10224 (Mr. Maguire)-To provide for the temporary suspension of 
the rate of duty on 2-methyl 5-ethyl pyridine, and for other purposes. March 30, 
1978. 

16. Reports on H.R. 10625 (Mr. Burleson-Tex.)-To suspend the duty on natural 
graphite until the close of June 30, 1981. March 22, 1978 (Ways and Means 
Committee), and August 4, 1978 (Finance Committee). 

17. Report on H.R. 10635 (Mr. Kemp)-To amend the Tariff Schedules of the United 
States to provide duty-free treatment for horses. March 29, 1978. 

18. Report on H.R. 10853 (Mr. Holland)-To amend the Trade Act of 1974. April 28, 
1978. 

19. Report on H.R. 11021 (Mr. Kemp)-To provide for the duty-free entry of live worms, if 
a product of Canada. March 30, 1978. 

20. Reports on H.R. 11409 (Mr. Burke-Mass.)-To extend indefinitely the period 
during which certain dyeing and tanning materials may be imported free of duty. 
May 10, 1978 (Ways and Means Committee), and August 4, 1978 (Finance Commit
tee). 

21. Report on H. R. 11688 (Mr. Vanik)-To amend the Tariff Schedules of the United 
States in order to provide for the duty-free entry of dogs and cats, regardless of the 
purposes for which the animals are imported. May 16, 1978. 
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22. Reports on H.R. 12165(Mr. VanderJagt)-To extend until 
the close of June 30, 1981, the existing suspension of 
duties on certain metal waste and scrap, unwrought 
metal, and other articles of metal. June 12, 1978 (Ways 
and Means Committee), and August 8, 1978 (Finance 
Committee). 

23. Report on H.R. 12198 (Mr. Cederberg)-To amend the 
Tariff Schedules of the United States to provide a tempo
rary suspension of the duty on polystyrene foam. May 24, 
1978. 

24. Report on H. R. 12216 (Mr. Hamilton)-Forthe relief of the 
Foundry United Methodist Church. May 24, 1978. 

25. Report on H.R. 12544 (Mr. Frenzel)-To amend the tariff 
schedules to provide for mixed animal feeds containing 
soybeans. July 26, 1978. 

26. Report on H.R. 12739 (Mr. Kemp)-To suspend the duty 
on live worms until the close of June 30, 1981. August 8, 
1978. 

27. Report on H.R. 12882 (Mr. Ruppe)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States to provide duty-free treat
ment for certain gloves and trousers which incorporate 
protective features designed specifically for use in fores
try. July 21, 1978. 

28. Report on H.R. 13412 (Mr. McFall)--To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States with respect to the rates of 
duty for montan wax. August 31, 1978. 

29. Report on H.R. 13490 (Mr. Neal)-For the relief of Wake 
Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. August 
28, 1978. 

30. Report on H.R. 13657 (Mr. Waggonner)-To suspend the 
duty on mixtures of mashed or macerated hot red pep
pers and salt until the close of June 30, 1981. August 22, 
1978. 

31. Report on H.R. 13672 (Mr. Steiger)-To suspend the duty 
on freight cars until the close of June 30, 1980. August 17, 
1978. 

32. Report on H.R. 13910 (Mr. AuCoin)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States to provide a temporary 
suspension of the duty on certain freight car parts. Sep
tember 19, 1978. 
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33. Report on S. 2414 (Mr. Weicker)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States in order in prohibit the 
importation of coffee which is the product of Uganda. 
March 30, 1978. 

34. Report on S. 2643 (Mr. Curtis)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States to provide that certain 
wood strips be admitted free of duty. July 20, 1978. 

35. Report on S. 2713 (Mr. Hathaway)-To suspend for eight
een months the duty on imported insulation. April 17, 
1978. 

36. Report on S. 2847 (Mr. Johnston)-To modify the Tariff 
Schedules with regard to certain articles used in carnivals 
and parades. August 10, 1978. 

37. Report on S. 2985 (Mr. Hathaway)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States to provide for an increase 
in the duties on imports of potatoes, and to reduce the 
quota for potatoes subject to the lower of the two rates of 
duty. August 18, 1978. 

38. Report on S. 3171 (Mr. Griffin)-To amend the Tariff 
Schedules of the United States to provide duty-free treat
ment for certain gloves and trousers which incorporate 
protective features designed specfically for use in fores
try. July 20, 1978. 

39. Report on S. 3246 (Mr. Talmadge)-To amend the Tariff 
Act of 1930 to provide that, for purposes of determining 
the duty payable with respect to imported merchandise, 
the value of imported merchandise includes any export 
quota premium. August 11, 1978. 

40. Report on S. 3326 (Mr. Bentsen )-To suspend the duty on 
freight cars until the close of June 30, 1982. August 17, 
1978. 

41. Report on S. 3329 (Mr. Long)-To suspend the duty on 
mixtures of mashed or macerated hot red peppers and 
salt until the close of June 30, 1981. August 22, 1978. 

42. Report on S. Res. 477 (Mr. Culver)-Expressing the dis
approval of the Senate of the President's announcement 
of his intention to suspend the quota on meat imports and 
to permit additional meat imports. August 4, 1978. 



KEY STATUTES INVOLVING THE 
U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

Sec. 201, Trade Act of 1974 (Escape-Clause Investigations), 
Import Relief for Domestic Industries 

When: The Commission conducts investigations upon its own mo
tion or upon petition on behalf of a firm, a group of workers, or other entity 
representative of an industry to determine whether an article is beirig 
imported in such increased quantities as to be a substantial cause of 
serious injury, or the threat thereof, to the domestic industry producing 
an article like or directly competitive with the imported article. 

Duration: The investigation must be completed not later than 6 
months after being instituted. 

Finding: If the Commission's finding is affirmative it must recommend 
a remedy to the President, who has discretion to take action to provide 
import relief, such as an increase in duties, the establishment of quan
titative restrictions, the negotiation of orderly marketing agreements, or 
specified types of adjustment assistance to groups of workers, firms, or 
communities. 

Followup: The Commission reports with respect to developments 
within an industry that has been granted import relief and advises the 
President of the probable economic effect of the reduction or the 
elimination of the tariff increase that has been granted. 

Sec. 337, Tariff Act of 1930 
(Investigations of Unfair Practices in Import Trade) 

When: The Commission, after receipt of a complaint under oath from 
an interested party or upon its own motion, conducts investigations to 
determine whether unfair methods of competition or unfair acts are 
occurring in the importation of articles into the United States or in their 
sale. 

Duration: The investigation must be completed in no more than 1 
year, or 18 months in a more complicated case, after the date of 
publication of notice of investigation in the Federal Register. 

Finding: If the Commission determines that the importation of such 
articles is such that the effect or tendency is to destroy or substantially 
injure an efficiently and economically operated industry, or to prevent 
the establishment of such an industry, or to restrain or monopolize trade 
and commerce, it may issue orders excluding the articles from entry or 
issue cease and desist orders. The President may disapprove these 
actions within 60 days after issuance of the Commission's determina
tion. 

Sec. 201(a), Antidumping Act, 1921 (Antidumping 
Investigations), Imports Marketed at Less Than Fair Value 

When: The Commission, after a finding by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that sales of imported articles are at less than fair value, 
conducts investigations to determine whether an industry in the United 
States is being or is likely to be injured, or is prevented from being 
established, as a result of such sales. 
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Duration: The investigation must be com
pleted within 3 months of the receipt of advice 
from the Department of the Treasury. 

Finding: If the Commission's determination is 
affirmative, the Secretary of the Treasury imposes 
a dumping duty on imports of the articles in ques
tion. 

Sec. 332, Tariff Act of 1930 (General-Purpose 
Investigations) 

When: Upon official request or upon its own 
motion, the Commission initiates a factfinding in
vestigation on any matter involving tariffs and 
international trade. This broad provision allows 
the Commission to investigate trade matters of 
immediate concern to the Government and the 
public. 

Duration: Unless otherwise directed, the 
Commission establishes an administrative dead
line. 

Finding: Unless the President or the Congress 
directs otherwise, the Commission's reports are 
made available to all interested parties, the gen
eral public, the President and executive depart
ments, and the Congress. 

Sec. 22, Agricultural Adjustment Act, Import 
Interference With Agricultural Programs 

The Commission conducts investigations at the 
direction of the President to determine whether 
any articles are being or are practically certain to 
be imported into the United States under such 
conditions and in such quantities as to materially 
interfere with programs of the Department of Ag
riculture for agricultural commodities or products 
thereof, or to reduce substantially the amount of 
any product processed in the United States from 
such commodities or products, and makes find
ings and recommendations to the President. The 
President may restrict the imports in question by 
imposition of either import fees or quotas. 

OTHER AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT BY 
STATUTE 

Bestowal of Bounties or Grants on Imports 

The Commission determines, with respect to 
any duty-free article on which the Secretary of the 
Treasury has determined that a bounty or grant is 
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being paid, whether an industry in the United 
States is being or is likely to be injured, or is 
prevented from being established, by reason of 
the importation of such article. (Sec. 303, Tariff 
Act of 1930; 46 Stat. 687.) 

Uniform Statistical Data 

The Commission, in cooperation with the Secre
tary of the Treasury and the Secretary of Com
merce, establishes for statistical purposes an 
enumeration of articles imported into the United 
States and exported from the United States, and 
seeks to establish comparability of such statistics 
with statistical programs for domestic production 
and programs for achieving international har
monization of trade statistics. 

Harmonized Commodity Code 

The Commission participates in the U.S. con
tribution to the technical work of the Harmonized 
System Committee under the Customs Coopera
tion Council to assure the recognition of the 
needs of the U.S. business community in the 
development of a Harmonized Code reflecting 
sound principles of commodity indentification 
and specification and modern producing 
methods and trading practices. (Sec. 608(c)(2) of 
the Trade Act of 1974; 19 U.S.C. 1484.) 

Tariff Schedules of the United States 
Annotated 

The Commission issues a publication contain
ing U.S. tariff schedules and related material and 
considers questions concerning the arrangement 
of such schedules and the classification of arti
cles. (Sec. 201, Tariff Classification Act of 1962, 
76 Stat. 74; secs. 332(a) and 484(e), Tariff Act of 
1930, 19 U.S.C. 1332(a) and 19 U.S.C. 1484(e).) 

Tariff Summaries 

The Commission prepares and publishes, from 
time to time, a series of summaries of trade and 
tariff information. These summaries contain de
scriptions (in terms of the Tariff Schedules of the 
United States) of the thousands of products im
ported into the United States, methods of produc
tion, and the extent and relative importance of 
U.S. consumption, production, and trade, to-



gether with certain basic factors affecting the 
competitive position and economic health of 
domestic industries. (Sec. 332, Tariff Act of 1930; 
19 U.S.C. 1332.) 

Advice Concerning Trade Negotiations 

The Commission advises the President as to 
the probable economic effect on domestic indus
tries and consumers of modification of duties and 
other barriers to trade which may be considered 
for inclusion in any proposed trade agreement 
with foreign countries. (Sec. 131, Trade Act of 
1974; 19 U.S.C. 2151.) 

Generalized System of Preferences 

With respect to articles which may be con
sidered for duty-free treatment when imported 
from designated developing countries, the Com
mission advises the President as to the probable 
economic effect of the removal of duty on the 
domestic industry and on consumers. (Secs. 131 
and 503, Trade Act of 1974; 19 U.S.C. 2151, 
2163.) 

East-West Trade Monitoring System 

The Commission monitors imports into the 
United States from non market economy countries 
and makes a report not less frequently than once 
each calendar quarter on the effect of such im
ports on the production of like or directly competi
tive articles in the United States and on employ
ment within the industry. (Sec. 410, Trade Act of 
1974; 19 U.S.C. 2440.) 

Trade With Communist Countries 

The Commission makes investigations to de
termine whether increased imports of an article 
produced in a Communist country are causing 
market disruption in the United States. If the 
Commission's determination is in the affirmative, 
the President may take the same action as in a 
case involving injury to an industry, except that 
the action would apply only to imports of the 
article from the Communist country. (Sec. 406, 
Trade Act of 1974; 19 U.S.C. 2436.) 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1979 0-297-185 
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