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In the minerals and metals sector, U.S. imports of iron and steel mill 
products totaled $1.3 billion in the first quarter of 1983 compared with 
$2.9 billion in the first quarter of 1982. Imports of precious metals 
increased to $1.2 billion from $857 million over the two periods. The 
increase was due to speculative trading, resulting from increased prices, and 
increased industrial consumption. Imports of nickel ore and metal declined 
from $255 million in the first quarter of 1982 to $115 million during the 
first quarter of 1983. Domestic primary nickel consumption declined as 
depressed market conditions and low prices prevailed. 

In the machinery and equipment sector, U.S. imports of construction, 
mining, and material handling machinery fell 52 percent to $111 million during 
the first quarter of 1983 from $234 million in the corresponding period of 
1982. This reflects the continued slowdown in construction activity in the 
United States, especially in residential and office construction, and the 
decline in mining activity. Imports of metalworking machine tools decreased 
from $424 million in the first quarter of 1982 to $297 million in the 
corresponding 1983 period. Industry sources report lingering inventories of 
foreign-made tools in U.S. warehouses and weak domestic demand. Imports of 
automatic data processing machines increased by 51 percent, rising from $205 
million in the first quarter of 1982 to $309 million in the first quarter of 
1983. A large part of the increase was from Japan, reflecting their efforts 
to develop worldwide competitive products. Imports of semiconductors reached 
$1.0 billion in the first quarter of 1983, representing an increase of 
14 percent over such imports in the corresponding period of 1982, with Japan 
increasing its share of total imports from 14 percent to 19 percent. Imports 
of automobile trucks and truck tractors fell from $1.2 billion in the first 
quarter of 1982 to $894 million in the corresponding 1983 period, due 
primarily to reduced imports of lightweight trucks from Japan and Canada. 
U.S. imports of passenger automobiles increased in value from $5.1 billion to 
$5.9 billion, with the increase caused principally by six-·· and eight-cylinder 
automobiles from Canada. Imports of motor--vehicle parts and accessories 
increased from $2.0 billion in the first quarter of 1982 to $2.6 billion in 
the corresponding quarter of 1983. Most of the increase was caused by rising 
demand for original-equipment parts used in the assembly of new motor vehicles. 

In the miscellaneous manufactures sector, U.S. imports of all types of 
furniture increased 30 percent, from $318 million in the first quarter of 1982 
to $412 million in the first quarter of 1983. 
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