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PREFACE 

In 1991 the United States International Trade Commission initiated its current Industry and 
Trade Summary series of informational reports on the thousands of products imported into and 
exported from the United States. Each summary addresses a different commodity/industry 
area and contains information on product uses, U.S. and foreign producers, and customs 
treatment. Also included is an analysis of the basic factors affecting trends in consumption, 
production, and trade of the commodity, as well as those bearing on the competitiveness of 
U.S. industries in domestic and foreign markets.1 

This report on heavy structural steel shapes covers the period 1987 through 1991 and 
represents one of approximately 250 to 300 individual reports to be produced in this series 
during the first half of the 1990s. Appendix A explains tariff and trade agreement terms. 
Appendix B is a glossary of technical terms used in this report. Listed below are the 
individual summary reports published to date on the minerals and metals sector. 

US/TC 
publication 
number 

2475(MM-1) 
2504(MM-2) 
2587(MM-3) 

Publication 
date Title 

July 1992 ............... Flurospar and certain other mineral substances 
November 1992 .......... Ceramic floor and wall tiles 
January 1993 ............. Heavy structural steel shapes 

1 The information and analysis provided in this report are for the purpose of this report only. Nothing in 
this report should be construed to indicate how the Commission would find in an investigation conducted under 
statutory authority covering the same or similar subject matter. 
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