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Sales of Handtools by U.S. Manufacturers in 1958 and 1959

This 1s & statistical summary of the results of a questionnaire
survey of 325 concerns that manufactured handtools in the United States
during 1958 and 1959. The domestic producers reported dats on the
quantity and Qélue of their total sales during 1958 and 1959 and of
their sales for export in 1959 for about 70 different types of handtools
and specified parts for hand or power tools. The aggregate sales reported
amounted to $285.6 million in 1958, and to $329.0 million in 1959 of which
$19.8 million were sales for export.

The date on sales of handtools are summarized in the six tables of
this report. Each table covers handtools of a type which, if imported,
would be classified for duty Purposes under one of six different paragraphs
of the Tariff Act of 1930; namely, paragraph 326 ( blacksmiths!
hammers, tongs and sledges, track tools, wedges, and crowbars), paragraph
340 (saws and saw blades), paragraph 361 (pliers, pincers, and nippers,
and hinged handtools for holding and splicing wire), paragraph 362 (files,
file blanks, rasps, and floats), paragraph 373 ( certain types of
agricultural or horticultural tools), and parégraph 396 (Certain types of
handtools most of which are chiefly used by carpenters or mechanics).

The survey of U.S. manufacturers of handtools was undertaken by the
 Commission in order to provide basic data particularly for use in
connection with Summaries of Tariff Information. It is believed that the
data in the tables of this report cover virtually all, if not all, of the
sales. by domestic producers of the items listed.

The tables include several minor combinations of statistics for

related classes to avoid disclosure of data for individual concerns that



2
did not expressly authorize such disclosure. The attached tables prqvide
detailed information that has not hitherto been avallable.
Differences between the data for 1958 in the appended tables and
similar data on domestic producers' shipments in 1958, as compiled by the

U.S. Department of Commerce and reported in the 1958 Census of Manufactures,

are attributable principally to the following two factors: (1) Differences
in the types of handtools inclﬁded in the respective classes (previously
mentioned), and (2) differences in reporting by the same concerns on
different questionnalres, partly due to differences in the manner in which
the data were requested (kind of instrucfions, definition of terms, etc.).
It should be noted that the data on sales for export set forth in the
attached tables represent sales reported by the manufacturers themselves
and are generally smaller than the total value of exports as compiled by
the U.S. Department of Commerce from export declaration documents filed
by exporters (domestic manufacturers and others). Although the data on
éxports compiléd by the Commission represent largely manufacturers! sales
for export and do not cover gll export sales, they provide information
with sufficient éroduct detail to afford useful comparisons of U.S. exports
with equally detailed data on U.S. manufacturers' sales and U.S. imports.
The information in the attached tables will be incorporated together
';ith data on imports and other pertinent information in a series of
Surmaries of Tariff Information on individual handtool industries now in

the process of preparation.
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