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USITC FINDS IMPORTATION AND SALE OF PRESSURE SENSITIVE
PLASTIC TAPE FROM WEST GERMANY NOT HARMFUL TO OR
THREATENING U.S. MANUFACTURERS; USITC REPORT
RELEASED ON PRODUCTS FROM ITALY AND WEST GERMANY
The United States International Trade Commission today reported to
the Secretary of the Treasury its unanimous determination that the
importation and sale of pressure sensitive plastic tape from West Germany
are not harmful to or threatening U.S. manufacturers. At the same time,
the Commission released its combined report on the importation and sale

of the product from Italy and West Germany.

The report which the Commission released last week, Pressure Sensitive

Plastic Tape From Italy (USITC Publication 830). contains the views of the

Commissioners in that investigation. The Commission's combined report,

entitled Pressure Sensitive Plastic Tape From West Germany (USITC Publica-

tion 831), contains the views of the Commission regarding the product
imported from West Germany as well as information developed during the
course of the two investigatioﬁs (Nos. AA1921-167 and 168). Copies of
‘both publications may be obtained from the Office of the Secretary, United
‘States International Trade Commission, 701 E Street NW., Washiﬁgton, D.C.
20436.

The Commission investigations were begun June 3, 1977, for imports of
the product from Italy, and June 27, 1977, for imports from West Gerﬁany..

Complaints which led to the Commission investigations were filed by

Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Co., of St.Paul, Minnesota, the largest U.S.

producer of pressure sensitive plastic tape.
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United States International Trade Commission
Washington, D.C.

/AA1921-168/
PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM WEST GERMANY
Determination of No Injury or Likelihood Thereof
On June 14, 1977, the United States International Trade Commission
received advice from the Department of the Treashry that pressure sensitive
plastic tape of more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils
in thickness from West Germany is being, or is likely to be, sold in the
Uﬁited States at less than fair value within the meaning of the Antidumping
Act, 1921, as amended (19 U.S.C. 160(a)). Accordingly, on June 27, 1977,
the Commission instituted investigation No. AA1921-168 under section 201(a)
of said act to determine whether an industry in the United States is being
or is likely to be injured, or is prevented from being established, by
reason of the importation of such merchandise into the United States.
Notices of the institution of the investigation and of the public

hearing held in connection therewith were published in the Federal Register

on July 5, 1977, and July 20, 1977 (42 F.R. 34385 and 42 F.R. 37258). On
August 9, 1977, a hearing was held in Washington, D.C., at'which all persons
who requested the opportunity were permitted to appear by counsel or in
person.

In arriving at its determination, the Commission gave due consideration
to all written submissions from interested parties and information adduced
at the hearings as well as information obtained by the Commission's staff

from questionnaires, personal interviews, and other sources.



On the basis of its investigation, the Commission has unanimously
determined that an industry in the United States is not being and is not
likely to be injured, and is not prevented from being established, by
reason of the importation of pressure sensitive plastic tape of more
than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness from
West Germany that is being, or is likely to be, sold at less than fair

value within the meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended.



Statement of Reasons for the Negative Determination of
Vice Chairman Joseph O. Parker and Commissioners George M, Moore,
Catherine Bedell, and Italo H. Ablondi

On June 14, 1977, the United States International Trade Commission
received advice from the Department of the Treasury that pressure sensi-
tive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4
mils in thickness from West Germany is being, or is likely to be, sold in
the United States at less than fair value (LfFV) within the meaning of the
Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended (19 U;S.C. 160(a)). Accordingly, on
June 27, 1977, the Commission instituted investigation No. AA1921-168 ﬁnder
section 201(a) of said act to determine whether an industry in the United
States is being or is likely to be injured, or is prevented from being
established, by reason of the importation of. such merchandise into the
United States.

In order to find in the affirmative in this investigation, the Com-
mission must find that two conditions are satisfied. First, it musg find
that an industfy in the United States is beihg or is likely to be injured
or is prevented from being established. 1/ Second, any injury or likeli-
hood of injury must be-by reason of the importation into the United States
of the class or kind of foreign merchandise which Treasufy has determined
is being, or is likely to be, sold at LTFV within the meaning of the

Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended.

Determination

On the basis of the information obtained in the investigation, we

determine that an industry ip the United States is not being and is not

1/ Prevention of establishment of an industry is not an issue in this
investigation and will not be discussed further.



likely to be injuréd by reason of the importation of certain pressure
sensitive plastic tape from West Germany which is being, or is likely to

be, sold at LTFV.

The imported article and the domestic industry

Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and
not exceeding 4 mils in thickness (PSP tape), the imported article which
Treasury found to be sold at LTFV, is a plastic-film-backed tape with an
adhesive on one side that remains permanently tacky at room temperature.
The tape firmly adheres to a variety of surfaces upon mere contact, without
the need of more than finger or hand pressure. No activation by water,
soivent, or heat is required in order to obtain a strong adhesive holding
force. PSP tape of the size and specifications which the Department of
the Treasury determined is being or is likely to be sold at LTFV is used
primarily in the sealing of corrugated boxes.

In making this determination we have considered the U.S. industry
to consist of the facilities in the United States devoted to the produc-

tion of PSP tape. There are nine known producers of such tape.

LTFV sales

"The Department of the Treasury examined sales of PSP tape from West
Germany during the period February 1976 through August 1976. Three West
German firms were found to have made sales at LTFv; but the weighted
average LTFV margins found on sales by two of these firms were regarded
by Treasury to be minimal (less than 1 percent). These two firms provided

Treasury with assurances that further sales to the United States will be



made at prices ﬁot'less than fair value, and they were excluded from the
Treasury determination. LTFV margins ranging ffom 1 to 13 percent were
found on virtually all sales by the third West German firm. The weighted
average margin of the LTFV sales was approximately 9 percent.

No injury or likelihood of injury by reason'of LTFV imports
from West Germany

Notwithstanding our eaflier decisions fegarding injury or likelihood
thereof to the domestic industry owing to LTFV imports of pressure
sensitive plastic tape from Italy, 1/ in the instant investigation we
have made a negative determination because the second condition
requisite for an affirmative determination has not been met. Specifically,
we are unable to find a causal relationship between any injury or likeli-
hood thereof and LTFV imports from West Germany.

As noted above, only one West German manufacturer was found by
Treasury to have made LTFV sales with sufficient margins to justify sub-
jecting it to a LTFV determination. We cannot find that those sales
caused any injury or threat thereof to the domestic industry within the
meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended. That firm's share of
the U.S. market for pressure sensitive plastic tape declined by 25 percent
from 1975 to 1976, the period in which Tre;sury found that the West German
sales were made at LTFV. In January-May 1977, the company's market share
dropped again by about 20 percent, compareq with its share in the

corresponding period in 1976. 2/

1/ See Pressure Sensitive Plastic Tape From Italy: Determination . . . in

Investigation No. AA1921-167 . . ., USITC Publication 830, 1977.
2/ Vice Chairman Parker and Commissioner Ablondi note .that this is in marked

contrast to LTFV imports of PSP tape from Italy, which more than doubled from
1975 to 1976 and continued to increase in 1977.




6

An analysis ﬁf’prices for PSP tépe,in the U;S. market during 1975,
1976, and January-May 1977 showed that LTFV #mporfs from West Germany
were competitively priced, but were not a ﬁpice leader. 1/ Furthermore,
the Commission could.verify only one salé tﬁat a U.S; producer lost to

1

tape imported from the West German supplier of LTFV imports.

Conclusion

The conditions mentioned above and the trends that they represent lead
us to conclude that an industry in the United States is not being and is
not likely to be injured by reason of the importation of pressure sensitive
pléstic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in
thickness from West Germany which is being, or is likely to be, sold at

LTFV within the meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended.

1/ Vice Chairman Parker and Commissioner Ablondi note that during the
same period Italian producers emerged as the downside price leaders, as
evidenced by the fact that imports of PSP tape from Italy were priced
below its domestic counterpart.



Statement of Reasons of Negative Determination
of Chairman Daniel Minchew
On June 14, 1977, the United States International Trade Commission
(Commission) received advice from the Department of Treasury (Treasury)
that PSP tape from West Germany is being, or is likely to be, sold in
the United States at less than fair value (LTFV) within the meaning
of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended. Accordingly, on June 27,
1977, the Commission instituted investigation No. AA1921-168 under
section 201(a) of the Act to determine whether an industry in the
United States is being or is likely to be injured, or is prevented
from being established, by reason of the importation of such merchan-
dise into the United States.
Before the Commission may find in the affirmative in these
investigations, it is necessary that the following two conditions
be met:
(T) an industry in the United States is being or
is likely to be injured, or is prevented from
being established, 1/ and
(2) the Eequisite injury must be by reason of the

importation into the United States of the

merchandise which Treasury has determined

is being, or is likely to be, sold at LTFV

within the meaning of the Antidumping Act,
1921, as amended.

Determination

On the basis of information obtained in this investigation, I

have determined that an industry in the United States is not being

1/ Prevention of the establishment of an industry is not an issue
in the instant investigation and will not be discussed further.



injured and is not likely to be injured, nof is it prevented from
being established, by reason of the importation of pressure
sensitive piasfic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not
exceeding 4 mils in thickness from West Germany which is being, or
is 1ikely to be, sold at LTFV within the meaning of the Antidumping
Act, 1921, as amended. ‘

The U.S. industry

Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in
width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness is the article which is the
subj;ct of this investigation. It is a plastic-fiim-backed tape
that firmly adheres to a variety of surfaces upon contact. Its
major use is as corrugated-box-sealing tape, but can also be used
for the manufacture of printed labels, for tabbing, for color coding,
and for 1abe1 protection.

In considering what makes the U.S. industry, I have determined
that it consists of the facilities in the United States devoted to
the production of plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and

not exceeding 4 mils in thickness. There are nine known producers

of this tape in the United States.

No injury .by reason of LTFV imports

On Augqust 31, 1977, the Commission reported to the Secretary of
the Treasury that a U.S. industry was being or was likely to be
injured by reason of the importation of pressure sensitive plastic tape

of more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness



from Italy that was being, or was 1ike1y to. be, sold at less than
fair value within the meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as
amended. 1/ | |

Aiong with Commissioner Bedell, I dissented from that position
determining that there was no injury or likelihood of injury to an
industry in the United.States by reason of the importation of that
article. 1In so finding, I, along with Commissioner Bedell, stated
that "in our opinion the information gathered during the investigation
indicates that an industry in the United States is not being injured.
Furthermore, if the requisite injury had been established, there
would be no persuasive indication that such injury was caused by
LTFV imports." 2/

Further, with regard to likelihood of injury, we found that
"the strong growth trends evidenced by the domestic industry tead
us to believe that LTFV imports as described by Treasury are not
1ikely to injure the domestic industry." 3/

As the U.S. industry in question in this investigation is
identical to the one in the case involving pressure sensitive tape
from Italy, and I found no injury in that industry within the last
few days, it would not seem necessary to further discuss the question
of injury. And, even if it could be shown that there was some injury,

the even lower level of LTFV import penetration’in this case,

about one-half of that attained by the Italian supp]iér in 1976 would

1/ Pressure Sensitive Plastic Tape From Italy, USITC Publication
830, August 1977.

2/ 1bid. p. 10.

3/ 1bid. p. 12.
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jndicate even less Tikelihood that causation could be established. 1/

Conclusion

For the reasons stated abpve; I have concluded that an industry
in the Unitéd States is not being injured and is not likely to be
injured by reason of LTFV imports of pressure sensitive plastic

tape from West Gefmany.

1/ The share of U.S. apparent consumption of all types of PSP
tape supplied by Braas, the only West German manufacturer with
substantial LTFV margins, declined by about one-quarter from 1975
to 1976 and continued to decline in January - May, 1977, as contrasted -
with the Italian suppliers of-LTFV imports whose share of U.S. i
consumption doubled from 1975 to 1976 and continued to increase
in January - May, 1977.
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INFORMATION OBTAINED IN THE INVESTIGATION
Summary

Investigation No. AA1921-167 (pressure sensitive plastic tape
from Italy) was instituted by the United States International Trade
Commission on June 3, 1977, following the receipt of advice from the
Department of the Treasury that such merchandise is being, or is likely
to be, sold in the United States at less than fair value (LTFV) within
the meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended. Investigation No.
AA1921-168 (pressure senstitive plastic tape from West Germany) was
instituted by the Commission on June 27, 1977.

The complaints which led to these investigations were filed with
Treasury by Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Co. (3M Co.) of St. Paul,
Minn., the largest U.S. producer of pressure sensitive plastic tape.
The complaints filed with Treasury specifically alleged that 'box seal-
ing tape" made from pressure sensitive plastic tape was being sold in
the United States at LTFV. Treasury restricted its investigations and
its findings of sales at LTFV to merchandise defined as pressure sensi-
tive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4
mils in thickness.

Treasury’s investigation with regard to tape from Italy covered
sales to the United States during the 7-month period December 1, 1975~
June 30, 1976. Treasury found that four firms--Manuli, Boston, Comet,
and Plasturopa--accounted for 92 percent of the pressure sensitive
plastic tape exported to the United States from Italy during the period
under investigation. Treasury made price comparisons on approximately
76 percent of the sales to the United States by Italian manufacturers.
These comparisons revealed LTFV margins ranging from 1 to 26 percent on
80.0 percent of the sales made by Manuli, O to 17 percent on 71.5 per-
cent of the sales made by Boston, and 2 to 18 percent on 77.3 percent
of sales made by Comet. No LTFV margins were found on sales by
Plasturopa. The weighted average margins for the three firms selling
at LTFV were *** percent for Manuli, **%* percent for Boston, and #***
percent for Comet.

Treasury’s investigation with regard to tape from West Germany
covered sales to the United States during the period February 1, 1976-
August 31, 1976, Treasury found that three West German manufacturers--
Braas, Nopi, and Beiersdorf--accounted for nearly 100 percent of the
subject tape exported to the United States during the period under
investigation. Treasury made comparisons on approximately 85 percent of
the merchandise sold to the United States by the three manufacturers.
These comparisons revealed LTFV margins ranging from 1 to 13 percent on
nearly 100 percent of the sales made by Braas, 1 to 1l percent on 17
percent of the sales made by Nopi, and about l percent on 42 percent
of the sales made by Beiersdorf. Sales by Braas showed a weighted
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average margin of about 9 percent, while those of the other two firms
showed minimal LTFV margins (less than 1 percent) and were excluded from
Treasury’s determination.

Pressure sensitive plastic tape is made primarily from polyester,
polypropylene, and unplasticized polyvinylchloride (UPVC) film to which
an adhesive is applied. The tape firmly adheres to a variety of surfaces
upon mere contact, with only finger or hand pressure needed. Its major
use is in sealing corrugated boxes. Other uses are in the manufacture of
printed labels, for tabbing, for color coding, and for label protection.

There are nine U.S. producers of the pressure sensitive plastic
tape subject to this investigation. Three of these firms account for
more than 90 percent of U.S. production,

Apparent U.S. consumption of the subject tape increased annually
from *** mjllion square yards in 1973 to 108.3 million square yards
in 1976. U.S. production also increased annually, rising from ***
million square yards in 1973 to 43.9 million square yards in 1976, U.S.
producers’ shipments rose from *** million square yards in 1973 to 37.6
million square yards in 1976. U.S. exports showed an overall increase
during the period, rising from *** square yards in 1973 to 641,000 square
yards in 1976. Apparent consumption, production, shipments, and exports
continued to increase during January-tay 1977.

U.S. imports of pressure sensitive plastic tape more than tripled
during the period, rising from 22.6 million square yards in 1973 to 71.3
million square yards in 1976. However, as a share of apparent U.S. con-
sumption, imports increased by less than *** percentage points, from **%*
percent to 65.9 percent. Imports continued to increase in January-May
1977 in absolute terms, but declined slightly as a share of consumption.

Both U.S. employment and man-hours engaged in the manufacture of
the subject tape also increased significantly.

Profit-and-loss experience of domestic producers deteriorated over
the 4-year period. Profit recorded in- 1973 amounted to *** percent of
net sales; a *** percent operating loss occurred in 1976.

U.S. market penetration of pressure sensitive plastic tape from the
Italian firms Manuli, Boston, and Comet increased from #*** to *** percent
in 1973 and 1976, respectively. The share of the market supplied by
imports from Braas of West Germany rose from *** percent in 1973 to
*** percent in 1976. Combined market penetration by these firms gained
an additional *** percent of the U.S. market, as it increased from ***
percent in 1973 to 36.6 percent in 1976.
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Price data supplied by domestic producers and importers generally
show that prices declined throughout 1975 and the first half of 1976,
remained fairly constant during the rest of 1976, and then, in some
instances, rose somewhat during January-May of 1977. The weighted
average selling price of imported UPVC and polypropylene tape was
consistently substantially less than that of domestic tape.

Introduction

On May 31, 1977, the United States International Trade Commission
received advice from the Department of the Treasury that pressure sensi-
tive plastic tape (PSP tape) from Italy is being, or is likely to be,
sold in the United States at less than fair value within the meaning of
the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended (19 U.S.C. 160(a)). 1/ Accord-
ingly, on June 3, 1977, the Commission instituted investigation No.
AA1921-167 under section 201(a) of the act to determine whether an
industry in the United States is being or is likely to be injured, or is
prevented from being established, by reason of the importation of such
merchandise into the United States. A public hearing in connection with
this investigation was held in Washington, D.C., on July 26, 1977. By
statute the Commission must render its determination within 3 months of
its receipt of advice from Treasury, or in this case by August 31,
1977.

Notice of the institution of the investigation and the public
hearing was given by posting copies of the notice at the Secretary’s
office in the Commission in Washington, D.C., and at the Commission’s
office in New York City and by publication in the Federal Register of
June 9, 1977 (42 F.R. 29568). 2/

i

On June l4, 1977, the Commission received advice from Treasury
that PSP tape from West Germany is being, or is likely to be, sold in
the United States at LTFV within the meaning of the Antidumping Act,
1921, as amended. 3/ Accordingly, on June 27, 1977, the Commission
instituted investigation No. AA1921-168 under section 201(a) of the
act to determine whether an industry in the United States is being
or is likely to be injured, or is prevented from being established, by
reason of the importation of such merchandise into the United States.
A public hearing in connection with the investigation was held in
Washington, D.C., on August 9, 1977. The Commission’s determination
in the investigation on PSP tape from West Germany must be rendered by
September 14, 1977.

1/ A copy of Treasury’s letter to the Commission concerning LTFV
sales from Italy is presented in app. A.

2/ Copies of the Commission’s notices of investigation and hearing
are presented in app. B.

3/ A copy of Treasury’s letter to the Commission concerning LTFV
sales from West Germany is presented in app. C.
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Notice of the institution of the investigation and the public
hearing was published in the Federal Register of July 5, 1977 (42 F.R.
34385). Notice that the date of the public hearing had been changed to
August 9, 1977 (the hearing was originally scheduled as a combined
hearing with that on PSP tape from Italy on July 26, 1977), was published
in the Federal Register of July 20, 1977 (42 F.R. 37258). 1/

Treasury instituted its investigation on PSP tape from Italy after
receiving a complaint from Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing Co. (3M
Co.) on April 8, 1976. - Treasury’s notice of its antidumping proceedings
on PSP tape from Italy was published in the Federal Register of May 14,
1976 (41 F.R. 19990). The Secretary of the Treasury concluded that with
respect to PSP tape from Italy, a tentative determination provided in
section 201(b) (1) of the Antidumping Act (19 U.S.C. 160 (b)(l)) could not
reasonably be made within the normal 6-month investigatory period. The
investigation in that case was therefore extended to 9 months, and a
notice of extension of the investigatory period was published in the
Federal Register of November 17, 1976 (41 F.R. 50748). Notices of
withholding of appraisement and the determination of sales at less than
fair value were published in the Federal Registers of February 18, 1977
(42 F.R. 10085), and May 31, 1977 (42 F.R. 27705), respectively. 2/

Treasury instituted its investigation on PSP tape from West Germany
after receiving a complaint from 3M Co. on August 5, 1976. Treasury’s
notice of its antidumping proceeding on PSP tape from West Germany was
published in the Federal Register of August 30, 1976 (41 F.R. 36521).
Notices of withholding of appraisement and the determination of sales at
less than fair value were published in the Federal Registers of March 3,
1977 (42 F.R. 12285) and June 9, 1977 (42 F.R. 29586), respectively. 3/

Subsequent to the initiation of both investigations, Treasury
concluded that it was inappropriate to include merchandise other than
pressure sensitive plastic tape of more than 1-3/8 inches in width and
not exceeding 4 mils in thickness within the scope of the investigation.

1/ Copies of the notices of institution of the investigation and
hearing and of the change of date of the public hearing are pre-
sented in app. D.

2/ Copies of Treasury’s Federal Register notices on PSP tape from
Italy are presented in app. E.

3/ Copies of Treasury’s Federal Register notices on PSP tape from
West Germany are presented in app. F.
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The Product

Description and uses

PSP tape is a plastic-film~backed tape with an adhesive on one side
that remains permanently tacky at room temperature. The tape firmly
adheres to a variety of surfaces such as paper, film, glass, wood,' and
metal upon mere contact, with only finger or hand pressure needed. No
activation by water, solvent, or heat is required in order to obtain a
strong adhesive holding force.

PSP tape utilizes three basic types of plastic film backings:
polyester, polypropylene, and unplasticized polyvinylchloride. Polyester-
film-backed tape is produced primarily in the United States, with one
large producer (the 3M Co.) dominating U.S. production; UPVC tape is
produced almost entirely in Europe; and polypropylene-film-backed tape
is produced in the United States, Furope, the Far East, and other areas.
Although the chemical composition of the three types of film backing
differ, they are virtually identical in appearance. On an equal-thickness
basis, polyester tape is considerably stronger than the other two types.

PSP tape is available in a variety of colors and sizes, but it is
sold to consumers primarily in tan, clear, and white rolls which are
2 to 4 mils in thickness and vary in width and length. PSP tape is also
sold in converter rolls, which are from 2 to 6 inches in width and up to
1,000 yards in length, and in jumbo or parent rolls 50 inches in width
and 1,666 yards in length.

This product is used predominantly for sealing cartons or corrugated
boxes, also referred to as regular slotted containers. In general, all
three types of tape are used interchangeably for carton-sealing applica-
tions and compete directly with each other in the marketplace. However,
sometimes one tape may be preferred over another because of its suitability
with hand-held and automatic box-sealing devices. PSP tape is also
used for printed labels, color coding, tabbing, and label protection.

Some of the converter and jumbo rolls of tape are slit to the
standard 2-inch~by=55~yard rolls of carton-sealing tape; however, a
significant portion of these large rolls are processed into freezer tape,
carpet padding tape, security tape, and package-carrying handles, as well
as the other products mentioned above. All three types of tape are used
interchangeably for most of these applications, although UPVC tape is
generally preferred for applications in which the tape must be printed,
such as in the production of labels.
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U.S. tariff treatment

All imported PSP tape, including the tape found by Treasury to be
sold at LTFV, is dutiable under item 790.55 of the Tariff Schedules of
the United States (TSUS). The column 1 (most-favored-nation) rate of
duty is 10 percent ad valorem; the column 2 rate of duty is 40 percent
ad valorem. The column 1 rate has been in effect since January 1,
1972, when the final stage of the concessions granted in the Kennedy
round negotiations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
became effective. 1/ No duty is applied to imports under item 790.55
from beneficiary countries under the Generalized System of Preferences.

Nature and Extent of Sales at Less Than Fair Value (LTFV)

LTFV sales from Italy

Treasury’s investigation of U.S. imports of PSP tape from Italy
covered the 7-month period extending from December 1, 1975, through
June 30, 1976. The Treasury investigation was limited to four Italian
manufacturers—~Manuli Autoadesivi S.p.A., Boston S.p.A., Comet S.A.R.A.
S.p.A., and Plasturopa-SIPA S.a.S--that accounted for 92 percent of
the imports of PSP tape from Italy during the period of the investiga-
tion. Price comparisons were made on approximately 76 percent of the
merchandise sold to the United States by Italian manufacturers. LTFV
margins were found on about #*%*%* of the merchandise on which comparisons
were made. The margins (as calculated by Treasury) ranged from less than
1 percent to 26 percent, with a weighted average margin of #*** percent.
As shown in table 1, these comparisons revealed LTFV margins ranging
from 1 to 26 percent on 80 percent of sales examined that were made by
Manuli, O to 17 percent on 71.5 percent of examined sales made by Boston,
and 2 to 18 percent on 77.3 percent of examined sales made by Comet. No
LTFV margins were found on sales by Plasturopa. The weighted average
margins for the three manufacturers found by Treasury to have made LTFV

1/ The probable economic effects statement from the Trade Agreement
Digest on TSUS item 790.55 is included in this report as app. G.



Table 1.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape from

sales at fair value, ranges of LTFV margins,

Dec. 1, 1975-June 30, 1976

Italy: 1/ Sales examined by Treasury, LTFV sales,
and weighted average margins, by manufacturers,

Weighted
Sales : : : ¢ average
Manufacturer : examined .: Sales at . Sales at ., Margin of , Range of margin on
. 2/ . LTFV :fair value . LTFV sales: margins : all sales
- : ¢ examined
: : Percent : Percent
Manuli-—— _— * % % . % k % % % % % % 1 to 26 : x % %
BOStON———— — e * k k. x %k % % % % 3 x % % 0 to 17 : x % K
Comet~——————— e mem e 3 * k k * % %k x k k * % % 2 to 18 : % % %
Plasturopa—-———=e=———=—=- : * % %k 0 * Kk k - - -
Total or average---: * %k & * % % * % % * k % 0 to 26 : * k%

1/ Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width

iﬁfthickness.

2/ Represents 76 percent of the PSP tape sold to the United States

and not exceeding 4 mils

by Italian manufacturers.

Source: Compiled from information obtained from the U.S. Department of the Treasury.



sales of the subject merchandise were *** percent for Manuli, **#* percent
for Boston, and *** percent for Comet. 1/

Treasury determined the aggregate value of the margins of sales
at less than fair value on the subject merchandise during the period
to be ***, none of which is collectible since Treasury did not withhold
appraisement until February 18, 1977.

In light of the fact that Treasury found sufficient quantities of
sales of the subject merchandise in the home market which were at a
price equal to or above the cost of production, Treasury determined the
proper basis for fair-value comparisons to be (1) between purchase price
and the home-market price on sales by Boston, Comet, and Plasturopa and
(2) between purchase price or exporter’s sales price and the home-market
price on sales by Manuli. Adjustments to the purchase price were made
for ocean freight, shipping expenses, inland freight, insurance, and
brokerage costs. The exporter’s sales price was adjusted for trans-
portation, insurance, U.S. customs duties, and selling expenses. The
home-market price was adjusted for inland shipping expenses, cash
discounts, commissions, and packaging costs.

Information on cost of production was analyzed in response to the
petitioner”s claim that sales in the home market and for export to the
United States were at a price lower than the cost of production. Trea-
sury determined that although some home-market sales by Manuli occurred
at prices lower than the cost of production, these sales occurred in less
than substantial quantities and therefore were considered in computing
the home-market price. Production-cost data for Plasturopa, Comet, and
Boston, however, revealed substantial home-market sales at less than the
cost of production for an extended period of time. These sales, there-
fore, were disregarded in computing the home-market price.

1/ The Department of the Treasury calculates percentage dumping
margins as

Fair value (in this instance, home-market price) - purchase price
(or exporter’s sales price)
Purchase price (or exporter’s sales price)

while the U.S. International Trade Commission calculates percentage
dumping margins as

Fair value (home-market price) - purchase price (or exporter’s
sales price)
Fair value (home-market price)

N

The weighted average margins on pressure sensitive plastic tape from
Italy, based on the Commission’s formula, would be *#*#* percent for
Manuli, #*** percent for Boston, and *** percent for Comet.



According to Treasury, imports of PSP tape more than 1-3/8 inches
in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness from Italy during the
7-month period of investigation were valued at *** million. Copies of
certain Treasury memorandums relating to the determination of sales at
less than fair value from Italy are reproduced in appendix H of this
report.

LTFV sales from West Germany

Treasury’s investigation of U.S., imports of PSP tape measuring more
than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness from
West Germany covered the 7-month period extending from February 1, 1976,
through August 31, 1976. 1/ The investigation was limited to three West
German manufacturers--Braas & Co. GmbH, Nopi GmbH, and Beiersdorf A.G.--
that accounted for nearly 100 percent of the imported PSP tape from West
Germany. Price comparisons were made on approximately 85 percent of the
merchandise sold in the United States by the three manufacturers. As
shown in table 2, these comparisons revealed LTFV margins ranging from 1
to 13 percent on almost 100 percent of the sales made by Braas, 1l to 11
percent on l7 percent of the sales made by Nopi, and about 1 percent on
42 percent of the sales made by Beiersdorf. The weighted average LTFV
margins for the three manufacturers on the subject merchandise were
approximately 9 percent for Braas, 0.81 percent for Nopi, and 0.36 per-
cent for Beiersdorf 2/. The LTFV margins found on sales by Nopi and
Beiersdorf were regarded by Treasury to be minimal in relation to the
total volume of exports by those manufacturers. Both Nopi and Beiersdorf
have furnished assurances to Treasury that further sales to the United
States will be made at prices not less than fair value.

Treasury determined the aggregate value of the margins of sales at
less than fair value on the subject merchandise during the period of
investigation to be ##**, none of which is collectible since Treasury did
not withhold appraisement until March 3, 1977.

As in the investigation 6n PSP tape from Italy, Treasury found
sufficient quantities of sales of the subject merchandise in the home
market which were at a price equal to or above the cost of production.
Hence, Treasury determined the proper basis for fair-value comparisons
to be (1) between the purchase price and the home-market price on sales
by Braas since all of its export sales to the United States were made
to a nonrelated customer, and (2) between the exporter’s sales price
and the home-market price on sales by Nopi and Beiersdorf since all of
their export sales in the United States are made by importers that are
related to the exporters of the merchandise. Adjustments were made to

1/ The period of investigation for Braas was May-August 1976.

2/ The weighted average margins on PSP tape from West Germany based
on the Commission’s formuld would be 8.3 percent for Braas, 0.80 per-
cent for Nopi, and 0.36 percent for Beiersdorf.



Table 2.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape from West
Treasury, LTFV sales, sales at fair value, ranges

by manufacturers, Feb. l-Aug. 31, 1976

Germany: 1/ Total sales, sales examined by
of LTFV margins, and weighted average margins,

: : : Weighted
: : : : Sales at : Margin of : _ : average
Manufacturer : rotal .~ Sales ., Sales at . ¢.4, :  LTFV . Range of . paroin on
sales 2/ . examined . LTRV . value : sales : margins | 0% .o
: : : : : examined
: : : Percent : Percent
Braas-——==——eac—— : * % % * % % * & % * % %k * % % 1 to 13 : 8.7
V(5] R —— : k k% k kK kK % * X K * % % : 1 to 11 : 0.8
Beirsdorf——————- : * k k * kK * kK * k k. * k k5 ] : .4
Total or : : : : oo
average-—-: * % K o * % % * X %k * % & ¢ % k% 1 to 13 * % %

I3 .
.

.

LY S T

1/ Pressure sensitive plastic tape more
thickness.

than 1-3/8 inches

in width and not exceeding 4 mils in

2/ Represents 100 percent of U.S. imports of PSP tape supplied by the 3 producers.

Source: Compiled from information obtained from the U.S. Department of the Treasury.

0T~V
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the purchase price for inland freight and ocean transportation cost.

The exporter’s sales price was adjusted for ocean freight and insurance,
brokerage charges, inland freight, U.S. import duties, commissions, cash
discounts, and selling expenses. In addition, the costs of certain
manufacturing operations performed in the United States were deducted
when incurred. Finally, the home-market price was adjusted for freight,
commissions, bonus payments to purchasers, cash discounts, and cutting,
production, and credit cost differences in the two markets.

According to Treasury, imports of PSP tape more than 1-3/8 inches
in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness from West Germany during
1976 were valued at approximately ***, (Copies of certain Treasury
memorandums relating to the determination of sales at less than fair
value from West Germany are attached in appendix I.

U.S. Producers

Nine U.S. firms, most of which are located in the midwestern and
northeastern parts of the United States, manufacture PSP tape; three of
these firms account for over 90 percent of total U.S. production. These
firms are Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing (3M Co.); Johnson & Johnson,
Inc., Permacel Division; and ADM Corp. Pressure sensitive plastic tape
accounts for only a small part of their overall operations. The 3M
Co., the complainant in this investigation, is by far the largest U.S.
manufacturer. Six of the nine producers began producing PSP tape in 1973
or later.

Three domestic manufacturers of pressure sensitive tape products
stated in letters to the Commission that they have evaluated the PSP tape
market on several occasions and have found that it would be unprofitable
to produce PSP tape even though they have the capability to do so. 1/

There were basically two contentions made in the public hearings
and in written briefs as to the industry upon which the Commission
should focus its attention. First, the domestic producers contend that
the relevant industry consists of the facilities in the United States
producing carton-sealing tape. The second contention, made by foreign
interests, is that the relevant industry is the U.S. facilities manufac-
turing all pressure sensitive tape products; according to the Pressure
Sensitive Tape Counsel there are more than 80 domestic producers manufac-
turing hundreds of pressure sensitive tape products. ,

1/ See app. J.
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Consideration of Injury or Likelihood Thereof

U.S. consumption

Although U.S, firms have produced PSP tape for many years, the
market for such tape which is more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not
exceeding 4 mils in thickness did not develop until the mid-1960°s,

In the early 1970’s, several large domestic producers increased their
production of PSP tape and began to sell it primarily to the carton-
sealing market. Since then, both the number of manufacturers producing
PSP tape and the demand for PSP tape products have increased signifi-
cantly. The rising demand for the product is primarily the result of
changing market conditions that have caused consumers to switch from the
traditional methods of sealing cartons (i.e., gummed paper tape and
staples) to PSP tape. The development of new products or uses for PSP
tape has also contributed to this rising demand.

Domestic producers of PSP tape sell and distribute this product line
primarily through a network of hundreds of independent distributors.

Apparent U.S. consumption of PSP tape, as shown in table 3,
increased annually during 1973-76, rising from #**#%* million square yards
in 1973 to 108.3 million square yards in 1976. From 1975 to 1976 it
increased 59 percent, and more than tripled between 1973 and 1976. The
substantial increase in apparent consumption in 1976 is reflected mainly
in an 8l-percent increase in imports in that year; producers’ shipments
also increased in 1976, but by only 29 percent., In January-May 1977,
apparent U.S. consumption amounted to 54.6 million square yards, 28
percent more than in the corresponding period of 1976,

Apparent U.S. consumption of polyester tape, as shown in table 4,
increased steadily from *** million square yards in 1973 to *** mil-
lion square yards in 1976, or by 135 percent. During the period
January-May 1977, apparent comsumption of polyester tape continued to
rise, amounting to *** million square yards compared to *** million
square yards in the corresponding period of 1976. Apparent consump-
tion of polypropylene-film-backed tape increased substantially from **=*
square yards in 1973 to *** million square yards in 1976. For the
period January-May 1977, consumption of polypropylene tape almost
equaled consumption of such tape for all of 1976 and was about three
times as great as apparent consumption in January-}May 1976. The rapidly
increasing rate of consumption of polypropylene tape reflects its rising
acceptance as carton-sealing tape. Apparent U.S. consumption of UPVC
tape, almost 100 percent of which is supplied by imports, fgollowed the
same trend as that of the other types of tape for the 4-year period.
Consumption of UPVC tape nearly tripled, increasing from *** million
square yards in 1973 to *** million square yards in 1976. During the
period January-May 1977, apparent consumption of UPVC tape leveled off
at *** million square yards, only slightly above what it was in the
corresponding period of 1976. Apparently, the substantial increase in
consunption of polypropylene tape has displaced some of the consumption
of UPVC tape in the United States.



Table 3 .—~Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4
mils in thickness: U.S. producers' shipments, exports, imports for consumption, and appar-
ent consumption, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and January-May 1977 ’

U.S. : : : A ¢ ‘Ratio (percent)
Period : producers' : Exports : Imports : pparen : of imports to
: shipments : : : consumption . consumption
Quantity (1,000 square yards)
1973 : * k& * % %3 22,601 : * k k3 * k %
1974 : : * k % . ¥ % % 3 34,231 : * % % * Kk %
1975+ == : 29,234 411 : 39,370 : 68,193 : .57.7
1976--————-—- : 37,608 641 : 71,318 : 108,285 : 65.9
January-May-- : : : : :
1976 : 15,176 : 368 @ 27,727 : 42,535 : 65.2
1977 : 20,118 : 599 : 35,089 : 54,608 . 64.3
Value (1,000 dollars)
1973 : * & kg * k ok 4,441 ¥ % k * & %
1974 . X k k Kk Kk % 7,662 : * % % o * % %
1975 : 10,892 : 155 : 7,349 : 18,086 : 40.6
1976————-~ : 13,352 : 239 ¢ 13,404 : 26,517 : 50..6
January-May~-- : : : : : ,
1976 : 5,473 142 : 5,239 : 10,570 : 49.6
1977~ : 6,863 : 213 : 6,523 : 13,173 : 49.5

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International
Trade Commission.

£T-v
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Table 4.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not
exceeding 4 mils in thickness: Apparent U.S. consumption and ratios of
imports to consumption, by types, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and January-

May 1977
; ; ; ; ; January-May--
Itenm . 1973, 1974 | 1975 1976 . -
< . . . . . 1976 ., 1977
Apparent consumption: s : : :
Polyester~———————— 1,000 yd2——: * % % : % % % ; % % % X k k kK k k . k k %
UPVC——— e e m do—m—m—mm—: % k Kk 3 Kk Kk %k 3 Kk k ) * ko k 2 ok k ko« Kk ok %
Other plastic : : : : : :
resins~—————————- do-—=——— :***:***:***:***:***:***
Total-—=———————————e do-=m——- % % 1 % x % :68,193 :108,285 :42,535 : 54,608
Ratio of imports to : : :
consumption: : : : :
Polyester-—————————- percent-—-: * * % : ¥ % % * k k2 ok k% ;o k k kK ok %
Polypropylene __________ do_———: * * * M * * * * * * * : * * * : * * * : * * *
UPVC e e e do————: % % % : Kk k k  k Kk k 3 Kk d Kk : kK k Kk . Kk k %
Other plastic : : : :
resing————————e———— dom———: % % * : Kk %k % Xk k 2 Kk ok k s k Kk Kk 2 Kk k %
Average-————————c——e—— do———=: % * % : % % % 57.7 65.9 : 65.2 : 64.3
1/ Negligible.
Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the

U.S. International Trade Commission.
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U.S. capacity

. Capacity of U.S. firms to manufacture PSP tape of the dimensions
which Treasury found to be sold at LTFV is also capable of being used
to produce other sizes and types of pressure sensitive tape. The only
available indicator of utilization of U.S. firms” capacity to produce
PSP tape is a measure of the ratio of PSP tszpe production to total
plant capacity (i.e., capacity to produce all plastic tape products).
These figures, as shown in table 5, represent four of the largest domestic
manufacturers and show that PSP tape output accounted for 32 percent of
total plant capacity in 1974 and approximately 29 percent in 1975 and
1976. 1/ Over the period, total capacity increased by 66 percent, and
PSP tape production was up 51 percent.

Table 5.—Pressure sensitive plastic tape: PSP tape production
and total plant capacity, 1/ 1974-76

Item ‘1974 1975 ¢ 1976
PSP tape production—-———-- 1,000 ydz——--: *xE kkk *kk
Total plant capacity 1/--1,000 yd“----: *kk 3 kkk kkk
Ratio of PSP tape production to : : :
total plant capacity—-—-—==-- percent--; 32.0 : 29.4 : 28.9

1/ Represents total tape capacity for all plastic tape products in
the plants producing PSP tape, based on 3 shifts a day for 5 days a
week. :

" Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission by domestic producers.

U.S. production, shipments, and exports

U.S. production of PSP tape increased annually from 1973 to 1976,
when it reached 44 million square yards, as shown in table 6. U.S. pro-
duction in ‘1976 was almost 36 percent higher than it was in 1975 and
*%% percent higher than in 1973. Production continued to increase during
January-May 1977, reaching a level of 22.8 million square yards, or 28
percent higher than it was during the corresponding period of 1976.

1/ *xk,
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fable 6.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4
mils in thickness: U.S. production, producers' shipments, and exports, by types, 1973-76,
January-May 1976, and January-May 1977

. . : ) January-May--
Item . o1973 1974 1975 . 1976 -
' ; . : . 1976 . 1977
: Quantity (1,000 square yards)

Production: : : : : : ‘

Polyester k % % * % % ¢ * & % * % % * %k %k * % X
Polypropylene~—— T ko k% x % %k 3 k& k k * k k 3k k Kk * Kk K
UPVvC . —_— * % % * % % k k % % % % R * % %

Total--— Tk k% * k %k 32,290 43,924 : 17,818 : 22,798

Shipments: 4
Polyester—-- * k % k % %k * k % * % % * % % * % k%
Polypropylene : * % % * * % * % % * % k2 LI * % %
UPVC—- i —_ % * k3 %k % * %k % k Kk k3 & % K * k K

Total s kR ok g * % % 29,234 37,608 ... 15,176 : 20,118

Exports: : : f P .

Polyester ______ - k * %k 3 % % % * % % * k% % ¢ * % % * % %

Polypropylene-- * k % * % % * % % * % % 'f‘*'*- * k *

UPVC . x k % * k % * k & * % k. XK & * % k

Total-- : * % % * k k 411 . 641 - 368 "~ 599
Value (1,000 dollars) .

Shipments: : : : : : :
Polyester . * % % * % Kk o * K & k k% % * k ko * % %
Polypropylene H % %k % % % % * % * * % % * % % * % %
UPVC—————- : * % % * % %k % % % * k % 3 x k k * % %

Total-~~ * k % * %k % 10,892 13,352 : 5,473 6,863

Exports: : : : : :

Polyester : * %k % * Kk k * & % * % * * k % * & k
Polypropy]_ene * k% % * % % % %k % * k k % k % * %k %
UPVC——- * % % * k % x % % * k % * % % 3 * % %k

Total--- * k k@ * k * 155 : 238 T 142 213

1/ Less than $500.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International
'rade Commission by domestic producers. ’
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Output of polyester PSP tape, which is produced primarily by
the 3M Co., accounted for *** percent or more of PSP tape production
in each of the years 1973-76. Both polyester and polypropylene tape
showed annual increases in production during 1973-76; production of UPVC
tape peaked in **%, k%%,

U.S. producers’ shipments of PSP tape followed a trend similar
to that for production, increasing from *#** million square yards,
valued at *** million, in 1973 to 37.6 million square yards, valued at
$13.4 million,in 1976 (table 6). Producers’ shipments in January-May
1977 amounted to 20.1 million square yards, valued at $6.9 million, or
33 percent more than the quantity of shipments reported for the corres-
ponding period of 1976. The bulk of the PSP tape shipped was polyester
tape. Shipments of polyester and polypropylene tape increased annually,
while shipments of UPVC-film-backed tape peaked in *#*%*,

U.S. exports of PSP tape, which accounted for *** percent or less
of producers’ shipments in each of the years 1973-76, fluctuated from
year to year (table 6). Exports, practically all of which are polyester
tape, increased from #*** square yards, valued at #***, in 1973 to **%*
million square yards, valued at ***, in 1974, decreased to 411,000
square yards, valued at $155,000, in 1975, and then increased again to
$641,000 square yards, valued at $238,000, -in 1976. U.S. exports for the
period January-May 1977 amounted to 599,000 square yards, valued at
$213,000, compared with 368,000 square yards, valued at $142,000, in the
corresponding period of 1976.
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U.S. inventories

U.S. producers’ inventories of PSP tape increased at a.rather con-
stant rate during 1973-75, while a substantial increase occurred in 1976.
The following tabulation shows U.S. producers’ closing inventories as
of December 31 of 1973-76 and May 31 of 1976 and 1977 (in thousands
of square yards): :

Period : Inventories
As of Dec. 31-- :
1973 : ) * %k
1974 i *kk
1975--- : kkk
1976 - . Kkk
As of May 3l-- :
1976~ e e e e e e e : o . kkk

1977- - - N B

U.S. imports

U.S. imports of PSP tape were principally from West Germany. in
the years 1973-75; Italy became the principal supplier (in terms:of
quantity) in 1976. U.S. imports of PSP tape increased annually.from 22.6
million square yards in 1973 to 71.3 million square yards in 1976, or by
more than 200 percent. U.S. imports in January-May 1977 increased to
35.1 million square yards from 27.7 million square yards in the corres-
ponding period of 1976 (table 7).

Throughout the period 1973-76, the bulk of U.S. imports of PSP
tape consisted of UPVC tape, which accounted for 90 percent or more
of total U.S. imports in each year. As noted in the precediﬁg‘section,
UPVC tape accounts for only minor shares of domestic PSP tape output
and shipments. U.S. imports of UPVC tape, which were primarily from
West Germany, increased significantly from 22.5 million square yards
in 1973 to 63.9 million square yards in 1976. Imports of UPVC tape
increased only 2 percent from January-May 1976 to January-May 1977.
However, during the period 1973-76, imports increased at an average
annual rate of almost 44 percent. : :

As shown in table 7, polypropylene tape accounted for the second
largest share of U.S. imports of PSP tape. Imports of polypropylene
tape increased substantially over the period, rising from 41,000
square yards in 1973 to 7.2 million square yards in 1976. During’
January-May 1977, such imports were almost five times as great as imports
in January-May 1976. It appears that polypropylene's increasing:.share of
total U.S. imports is related to the leveling off of imports of UPVC tape.
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inches in

width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness: U.S. imports for con-
sumption, by sources and by types, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and
January-May 1977
; .. January-May—
Source and type 1973 1974 1975 ° 1976
: 1976 1977
Quantity (1,000 square yards)
Italy: : : : :
UPVC kK Kkk o Kk* *kk kkk o Kkk
Polypropylene——=-: *kk kkk o kkk LT T ET T I kkk
Polyester—-——————-: 0: 0: 0: 0 : 0 : 0
Other plastic : : :
resins————==- : 0 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 : 0
Total----===—~-: 8,618 8,391 : 11,396 : 30,615 : 10,477 : 14,301
West Germany: : : : i :
UPVC . *kk kkx o T kkk o fekk *kk
Polypropylene—~—-: *kk . KKk kkk kk 3 *kk Kk
Polyester—=——====; 0: 0: 0 : 0: 0 : 0
Other plastic : :
resing=——==-==: 0 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 : 0
Total-=—==——w=w==: 9,027 17,480 : 21,746 : 29,560 : 12,291 : 15,223
Other: : : : : :
UPVC : kkx kkk o kkk kfkk k%% kkk
Polypropylene-—--: k% *kk 0 : kK s Zkk . Tk
Polyester=—————-- : Ak *kk o kkk *kk Kkk *hk
Other plastic : : : : :
resing==—=—=—e- : kk*k kkk o kkk o kkk o kX% ¢ kk%k
Total—-—=~~—==-=: 4,956 8,360 : 6,228 : 11,143 : 4,959 : 5,565
Total: : : : : :
UPVC 22,487 : 33,935 : 38,370 : 63,915 : 25,977 : 26,553
Polypropylene—-—--: 41 261 : 938 : 7,248 : 1,673 : 8,134
Polyester——=—————-: 28 : 14 : 9 : 23 : 11 : 378
Other plastic : : : :
resing—=——=w-; 45 : 21 : 53 : 132 : 66 : 24
Total----------:_ 22,601 : 34,231 : 39,370 : 71,318 : 27,727 : 35,089
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Table 7.-——Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in
width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness: U.S. imports for con-
sumption, by sources and by types, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and
January-May 1977--Continued

: : ; : . January-May—
Source and type . 1973 | 1974 ° 1975 © 1976 -
' i : : : . 1976 T 1977
Value (1,000 dollars)
Italy: : : : : : :
UPVC . dkk *kk kkk o kkk s kkk o *kk
Polypropylene——--: Kk s *kk kkk T T I kkk o fekk
Polyester-————==-: 0: 0 : 0: 0: 0 : 0
Other plastic : : : : :
resins——=———- : 0 _: 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 : 0
Total——=—ccm——- : 1,484 : 2,009 : 1,979 : 5,397 : 1,842 : 2,474
West Germany: : : : H : :
UPVC : *kk o *kk *xkk kkk o kkk s * &k
Polypropylene=—=-: *kk . kkk kkk o kkk 2 kkk Jeokk
Polyester=—=—=—=—=- : 0 : 0 : 0: 0: 0 : 0
Other plastic : : : : : S
resing——————-: 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 : 0 : 0
Total—-————=———--: 2,007 : 3,742 : 4,018 : 5,841 : .2,424 : 3,105
Other : : : : : :
UPVC . kkk *kk kkk kkk 3 kkk dekk
Polypropylene——--: kkk 3 *kk 3 0: kkk 3 kkk g *kk
Polyester——-———=-: *kk kkk 3 k% o sk . kkk o &k
Other plastic : : : : :
resing=——————: kkk kkk kkk *kk o kkk . ddkok
Total=e——c==e— : 940 ¢ 1,911 : 1,352 : 2,166 : 973 : 944
Total : : : s : :
UPVC : 4,382 : 7,581 : 7,133 : 12,079 : 4,922 : 5,001
Polypropylene———-: 32 53 : 179 :+ 1,241 : 276 : 1,434
Polyester=—————===: 1: 19 : 12 : 23 : 11 : 76
Other plastic : : : : :
' resing———---- : 16 : 9 : . 25 : 61 : 30 : 12
Total—=——=ce——=- : 4,431 ¢ 7,662 ¢ 7,349 : 13,404 : 5,239 : 6,523

. » .
- -

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of
the U.S. International Trade Commission,
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leveling off of imports of UPVC tape. Polypropylene tape is imported
primarily from Italy; however, increasing imports from the Republic of
China in recent months have made that country a major source of supply
of polypropylene tape.

U.S. imports of polyester tape and tape made from other plastic
resins accounted for only a small portion of overall imports of PSP
tape into the United States. Imports of polyester-film backed tape
showed a slight overall decrease during 1973-76, whereas tape made from
other plastic resins showed a sharp increase during the same period.
During January-May 1977, polyester tape imports increased significantly
compared with those in the corresponding period of 1976, while tape made
from other plastic resins declined.

Employment

Only three domestic producers could accurately segregate employ-
ment and man-hour data for their PSP tape product line. The firms which
could not provide employment and man-hour data were relatively small
producers, and because PSP tape is such a small part of their overall
tape operations, it was difficult for them even to provide meaningful
estimates., The average number of persons employed in the three reporting
domestic firms producing PSP tape increased irregularly from *** in
1973 to *** in 1976 (table 8). During January-May 1977, such employees
numbered #*** or *** employees above the number employed during January-
May 1976.

Employment data were also received from domestic producers on all
pressure sensitive plastic tape manufactured in the facilities produc-
ing PSP tape of the dimensions found to have been sold at LTFV. As shown
in table 8, the average number of employees manufacturing all pressure
sensitive plastic tape increased by #*** persons during 1973-76 and by
**% persons in January-May 1977 compared with the number in the corres-
ponding period of 1976.

The average number of employees producing PSP tape more than 1-3/8
inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness has increased at
a rate greater than that of employment in all pressure sensitive plastic
tape in both absolute and relative terms. Employees producing such tape
more than tripled during the 4-year period, increasing from *** in 1973
to **% in 1976. Employment continued to rise in 1977, with such employees
numbering *** in January-May 1977--%*%* employees above the number employed
during January-tMay 1976. One reason for the sharp increase in employment
in 1976 was the opening of a new plant in Greenville, S.C., by the 3M Co.
in late 1975. This plant, which produces both polyester and polypropylene
tape, employs approximately *** persons.



Table 8.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Average number of employees in U.S. facilities producing
pressure sensitive plastic tape, total and production and related workers engaged in the manufac-
ture of all products, all pressure sensitive plastic tape, and PSP tape more than 1-3/8 inches in
width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and January-May 1977

(Number of workers)

. . . . . January-May-- . Increase in employment
Item : 1973 : 1974 : 1975 : 1976 : : : 1976 :January-May 1977 .
: : : : : 1976 : 1977 : over : over
: : : : : : : 1973 :January-May 1976
All persons—=———=——wm—m——eat kK kK ok k% 3 ok Kk Kk 3 ok Kk 3 X kK Kk ok Kk ko Xk K * Kk %
Production and related : : : : : :
workers engaged 'in the : : : : : : : :
manufacture of-- : : : : : : : :
All products of the : : : : : : : :
establishment(s)—_——___: * % k o+ k k k o kK k Kk 2k Kk o kK X ok kX ok Kk ko, * % %
All pressure sensitive : : : : : : :
tape —_— sk k ko kX ko k kX ok k k2 kK Kk ko k% K %k k %k %k A % *
PSP tape more than : :
1-3/8 inches in width, :
not exceeding 4 mils : : : : : : : :
in thickness~—===—————- e k k ko ok k Kk 2 0k K K o 0k X X - ok Xk Kk o ok Kk Kk % Kk Kk * % %

. .
- .

Source: Compiled from data submitted in respomse to questionnaires of
Trade Commission by domestic producers.

the

U.S. international

-V



A-23

The number of man-hours worked by production and related workers
engaged in the production of PSP tape closely paralleled the tremd in
employment, increasing in 1974, leveling off in 1975, and then sharply
increasing in 1976 (table 9).

Table 9.-—Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Man-hours worked in
establishments producing PSP tape, by products, 1973-76, January-
May 1976, and January-May 1977

{(In thousands of man—hours)
PSP tape more H

. .
. .

: :than 1-3/8 inches : All other : All
Period : Total : in width, not : PSP ¢ other
: : exceeding 4 mils : tape ¢ products
: : in thickness : :
1973=——cmmmmeemem : kkk . *kk o *k% * k%
1974 : kkk o k%% . %%k o *xk%k
1975 : kkk o kkk o I kkk
1976 : skk s *kk kkk 3 kkk
January-May— : : : :
1976————— e : kkk o kk%k kkk o *k%k
) oYy S —— : *kk o I kxkk . kkk

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission by domestic producers.

Man-hours devoted to the production of PSP tape more than 1-3/8
inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in thickness not only increased
significantly during the period--from **#* in 1973 to *** jin 1976--but
also took an increasing share of the man~hours for total pressure sensi-
tive plastic tape produced in those establishments, reflecting the
increasing efforts of the major domestic producers to increase produc-
tion of PSP tape. As shown above, the number of man-~hours devoted to
the production of all other pressure sensitive plastic tape increased
from *** in 1973 to *** in 1976. Man-hours for all other products of
those establishments showed an overall decline from *** million in 1973
to *** million in 1975 and 1976.

Profit-and-loss experience of domestic producers

Usable profit-and-loss data were received from three domestic producers
of PSP tape that accounted for more than 85 percent of domestic shipments in
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1976. Data were also received from one other firm, ***; however,
because of questionable allocation of expenses made to their PSP tape
product line only their unit cost data could be used--the rest would
distort the over-all industry figures. One of the respondents operated
on a fiscal-year basis, year ending June 30; the other two firms operated
on a calendar-year basis.

All pressure sensitive plastic tape.--Net sales of all pressure
sensitive plastic tape showed an upward trend from 1973 through the first.
quarter of 1977 Net sales ranged from *** million in 1973 to *** million
in 1976 (tables 10 and 11).

While the sales of tape were increasing at a steady rate, operating
profits followed an opposite trend. Operations for the industry were
profitable in the first 3 years, but losses occurred in the next year,
1976, and in the initial quarter of 1977. After experiencing a net
operating profit of *** million in 1973 profits declined and by 1976 the
industry had a net operating loss of ***., 1In the first quarters of 1976
and 1977 losses amounted to *** and #**, respectively. The return on
net sales showed a steady decline from a *** percent profit in 1973 to a
*%% percent loss in 1976, In the first quarters of 1976 and 1977, losses
were equivalent to *** percent and *** percent, respectively, of net
sales.

Certain pressure sensitive plastic tape.—Data for operations on
PSP tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width and not exceeding 4 mils in
thickness show sales, profits (or losses), and return on sales following
the same trends as those for all pressure sensitive plastic tape. WNet
sales increased annually and continued to increase into the first quarter
of 1977 as compared with the corresponding period of 1976 (tables 10 and
12). The value of sales increased from *** million in 1973 to **x%
million in 1976. Sales were *** million in the first quarter of 1976 and
**%* million for the corresponding period of 1977. Profit-and-loss
experience on such PSP tape operations followed the same pattern as
operations on all pressure sensitive plastic tape, with a profit of ***
in 1973 and a loss of *** pillion in 1976. 1In the first quarters of 1976
and 1977 the losses amounted to *** and *%*%*, respectively. The ratio of
‘net profit or loss to net sales declined from a profit of #*** percent in
1973 to a loss of *** percent in 1976. The ratio of net loss to net
sales for the first quarters of 1976 and 1977 were *** percent and **%*
percent, respectively.

The increased losses, both actual and relative to net sales, reported
for 1976 are largely due to two factors.

* * * * * * *



Table 10.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape:

Aggregate profit-and-loss experience of 3 U.S.

producers 1/ on all pressure sensitive plastic tape and on pressure sensitive plastic tape more

than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness,

January-March 1977

1973-76, January-March 1976, and

: Cost :Administra-: Net Ratio of net
Period : Net P of goods: Grosg tive‘and : operéting coperating profit
: sales : sold profit selling : profit or : or (loss) to
: : : expense (loss) : net sales
:.1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 1,000 : 1,000 :
: dollars : dollars: dollars : dollars : dollars : Percent
All pressure sensitive plas- : : : : :
tic tape: : : : : : :
1973 . kkk o hk%k k%% . kkk - kk%k . *k%
1974—~- _ . hkk o *kk - *kk . *dkk *kk - *kk
1975 . *kk hkk *kk o kkk . *kk . *k%
1976- s hkk *kk . kkk o LT T *kk k&%
January-March-- : : : : : :
1976~ : xkk kkk *kk o kkk hkk . *kk
1977~ : LT T kkk . kk%k o hkk *hk o *kk
Certain pressure sensitive : : : : : :
plastic tape: 2/ : : : : :
1973——~ . kkk 3 kkk o kkk o kkk o *hk o dedek
197 4= —_—— kkk - k&% ¢ *k%k *k%k o *k%k k%
1975==—— —_ ARk o *kk hkk o xkk kkk o Jekk
1976- — . Akk k% kkk . kkk - Ak o Kk k
January-March-- : : : : : :
1976- = . *kk *kk k&% kkk o kkk o sk
1977-~ kkk 2 kkk . kkk . *k %k Kk Foek

1/ 1 producer did not start production until 1975.
2/ Tape that is more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International

Trade Commission.

ST-v
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Table 11.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Profit-and-loss experience
of 3 U.S. producers on all pressure sensitive plastic tape, 1973-76,
January-March 1976, and January-March 1977

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission.
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Table 12.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Profit-and-loss experience
of 3 U.S. producers on pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8
inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness, 1973-76, January-
March 1976, and January-March 1977

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission.
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Average unit cost of production.—Data for the average unit cost
of producing PSP tape ranging from 2.0 to 2.6 mils in thickness, 2
inches in width, and 55 yards in length were submitted by two domestic
manufacturers--3M Co. and Permacel Division, Johnson & Johnson, Inc.
Both of these firms provided production cost data for polyester-film-
backed tape, while only 3M Co. provided production cost data for
polypropylene-film-backed tape and only Permacel provided cost data
for UPVC-film-backed tape. 1/

1/ *x%x,
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Table 13.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Average unit cost of produc-
tion of 2 domestic producers on pressure sensitive plastic tape ranging
from 2.0 to 2.6 mils in thickness, 2 inches in width, and 55 yards in
length, by types, 1974-76, and January-March 1977

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission.
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Investment in production facilitjies.--Data were received on invest-
ment in production facilities for the total establishment of the plants
where PSP tape is produced, as well as investment in the assets employed
in the production of pressure sensitive plastic tape only. Data on the
establishments' net purchases and net disposals of production facilities
were collected. Also requested was the increase or decrease in the depre-
ciation reserve as a result of those acquisitions or disposals which changed
the net book value of the assets. The replacement cost of assets presently
held was also requested but could be supplied by only the 3M Co. #*%%*,

The gross value (before depreciation) of total assets of the.plants in
which PSP tape is produced increased in each of the 4 years 1973-76, from
*%*% million in 1973 to #*** million in 1976 (tables 14 and 15). The net
book value also increased from *** million in 1973 to *** million in
1976. ***_ None of the other companies showed purchases of this type of
equipment. Assets and book value for machinery and equipment used to
produce pressure sensitive plastic tape also increased during the 4-year
period (tables 14 and 16). The gross value of such production facilities
increased from *** million in 1973 to #*** million in 1976. The net book
value increased from *%* in 1973 to **%* million in 1976. **%,




Table 1l4.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape:

Investment of U.S. producers in all production facili-
ties in the establishments in which pressure sensitive plastic tape is produced, and investment
in the assets employed in the production of pressure sensitive plastic tape, 1973-76

:: Assets Assets : : Ratio of net
Category : (cost-basis): : (cost-basis) :Depreciation: Net :profit or (loss) to--
and ¢ balance at :Additions: balance at : and ¢ book Cost : Book
year : the begin- : : the end tamortization: wvalue : value of : value of
:ing of vyear : : of year : : : assets : assets
: 1,000 : 1,000 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : :
: dollars : dollars : dollars ¢ dollars : dollars : Percent : Percent
For total estab- : : : : : : :
lishment: 1/ : : : : : :
197 3=———— e k% kk% o %k o *kk *kk o k% fokk
1974 mmmmm e 3 kkk o *kk o *kk . kk kkk o kkk Kok
1975~=m——m e : kkk o kkk . kkk kkk o kkk kkk Hkk
7 —— *kk *kk . kkk kkk o kkk hkk k%
- For PSP tape : : : : : : :
only: 2/ : : : : : : :
197 3-———— e . *kk kkk o k%% o kk%k o kkhk o kkk o *kk
(2P — hkk kkk kkk o kK% *kk 3 kkk *okk
1975 . kkk . *kk hkk kkk 1 *kk k% Kkk
L Y1 T — dkk . *kk o *kk ok kkk o kkk o kK%

1/ Data from 4 U.S. producers.

2/ Data from 3 U.S. producers.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to

Trade Commission.

questionnaires of the U.S. International

€e-v
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Table 15.—-Pressuré sensitive plastic tape: Investment of 4 U.S,
producers in all production facilities in, the establishments in
which pressure sensitive plastic tape is produced, 1973-76

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission.
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Table 16.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Investment of 3 U.S.
producers in the assets employed in the production of pressure
sensitive plastic tape, 1973-76

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires
of the U.S. International Trade Commission,
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In terms of return on investment the ratio of net profit or loss
to the net book value of the facilities used in the production of PSP
tape declined from a profit of #%** percent of the net book value in
1973 to a profit of *#* percent in 1974 and then showed a loss of #**xx
percent in 1975 and a loss of *#%*% percent in 1976. The ratio of net
profit to the gross value of the facilities used in the production of
PSP tape declined from a profit of *** percent of the gross value in
1973 to a profit of #*%*% percent in 1974; the ratio of net loss to the
gross value of facilities declined from ‘a loss of *** percent in 1975
to a loss of *** percent in 1976.

The Italian and West Germén Industries

General background

PSP tape as produced in Italy and West Germany is made primarily

. from UPVC plastic film which was developed and patented in Europe in

the early 1960°s by BASF, a West German chemical company. The demand

for the product arose because gummed paper tape, which was used prior

to the advent of PSP tape, was becoming increasingly difficult and expen-
sive to produce; the basic raw materials used to produce gummed paper tape
(wood pulp and kraft paper) had to be imported from timber-rich countries
(e.g., the United States, Canada, Sweden, etc.), and the cost of this raw
material was steadily increasing. Since UPVC plastic film was readily
available, its use and acceptance increased rapidly, and it has virtually
replaced gummed paper sealing tape in European markets.

Polypropylene-film-backed tape is also produced in Italy and West
Germany and exported to the United States. Production of this tape, how~
ever did not begin until the early 1970°s, and sales to consumers were
made only on an experimental basis in 1973. Commercial quantities of this
tape did not became available for sale until 1976. Polypropylene film was
developed long before 1975, but was not used for PSP tape because of its
poor quality (e.g., low tensile strength) and because of the difficulties
encountered in applying adhesives to the film. Once these problems were
overcome, polypropylene tape became particularly attractive to producers
in Italy and West Germany as well as producers in the United States, the
Far East, and other countries. One of its chief attractions is the low
cost of producing polypropylene film.

The Italian industry

There are seven Italian manufacturers of PSP tape that exported this
product to the United States during the period of Treasury’s investigation.
The four manufacturers investigated by Treasury, as previously mentioned,
were the major exporters. The three remaining firms, Nastri Adhesive
Stampati (NAS), Autoadesivi S.p.A., and Vibac S.p.A., exported insigni-
ficant quantities to the United States during that period.
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Manuli Autoadesivi, Milano, Italy, is the only Italian manufac-
turer to establish a U.S. distribution operation; it operated under
the name of Monotape prior to January 1, 1977, and since then has
operated under the name Manuli Tape, U.S.A., Inc. Prior to April 1,
1976, Monotape acted as a factory representative. and import broker
with no warehousing facilities in this country. For the period
April 1, 1976, to January 1, 1977, Monotape distributed tape from a
warehouse located on the west coast for sales of less than one con-
tainer load (1,000 cases or 36,000 rolls) and acted as a broker for
sales of one container load or greater. Presently, Manuli Tape, U.S.A.,
sells from its west ccast warehouse and a newly constructed warehouse
located in New Jersey; it no longer acts as an import broker.

The West German Industry

The three West German manufacturers investigated by Treasury,
Braas, Nopi, and Beiersdorf are the only manufacturers of PSP tape in
West Germany. Braas, the only manufacturer with substantial LTFV sales,
sells to one unrelated customer in the United States-~Cowa Trading Co.,
located in New York City., *#%%*,

Consideration of the Causal Relationship Between
Alleged Injury and LTFV Sales

Market penetration of LTFV sales

U.S. imports from Italy.—The Department of the Treasury found
LTFV margins on 80 percent of Manuli’s sales, 7! percent of Boston's
sales, and 77 percent of Comet’s sales to the United States during its
period of investigation, December 1, 1975, through June 30, 1976. Total
sales during this period by these three firms amounted to *** million,
which, according to Treasury, accounted for about *** percent of total
Italian exports to the United States. 1/ Part of the remaining exports
were accounted for by Plasturopa, which was found not to have sold at
LTFV., Three other Italian firms export to the United States but were not
investigated by Treasury.

As shown in table 17, the share of apparent U.S. consumption of all
types of PSP tape--the vast majority of which is UPVC tape--supplied by
Manuli, Boston, and Comet, decreased from *** percent in 1973 to approxi-
mately *** percent in 1974 and 1975 and then increased to *** percent
in 1976 when imports from those three firms were at their highest level
for the 1973-76 period. The ratio of imports from those firms to consump-
tion for January-May 1977 was *** percent--6 percentage points higher
than that for the corresponding period of 1976.

The ratio of imports to apparent consumption from other Italian
manufacturers, primarily Plasturopa, varied slightly from year to

1/ Refer to the table on page A-7 for details of sales by company.



Table 17.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness: Apparent U.S.
consumption, imports from Manuli, Boston, and Comet of Italy, imports from all other Italian producers, total imports from Italy,
imports from all other countries, and total imports, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and January-May 1977

';Apparent : Imports from Italy . Imports , : Ratio of--
. :consump- : Manuli, : : :from all . Total . : : : :
Period tion : Boston, : All : Total : other : imports : (2) to : (3) to : (4) to : (5) to : (6) to
:and Comet: other . icountries: : (1) : e : &)) : (1) : (¢))

(1) : (2) (3) : (4) : (5) : (6) : : : : :

1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : : : : :

! square : square : square : square : square : square : : : : :
yards : yards : yards : yards : yards : yards : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent
1973 : kkk kkk o *kk 8,618 : 13,983 : 22,601 : *kk *kk kkk o *kk o hkk
1974 : rAX ET LI *x% : . 8 391 : 25;340 s 34,231 : *kk o kkk 3 kkk 3 hkk 3 hkk
1975 : 68,193 : *kk **x% : 11,396 : 27,943 : 39,370 : *kk : k% 16.7 : 41.0 : 57.7
1976 + 108,285 : *kk 3 *%% ¢ 30,615 : 40,703 : 71,318 : *hk . *kk 3 28.3 : 37.6 : 65.9

January-May-- : : : : : : : : : : :
1976 s 42,535 : *kk *%% ¢ 10,477 : 17,250 : 27,727 : *kk ¢ kkk o 24.6 : 40.6 : 65.2
1977 : 54,608 : *kk %% : 14,301 : 20,788 : 35,089 : . kkk kkk 26.2 : 38.1 : 64.3

8E-v

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commission,
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year. This ratio dropped from *** percent in 1973 to *#** percent in
1974, rose to *** percent in 1975, and then dropped again to *** percent
in 1976. During the period January-May 1977 the ratio of imports to
consumption from other Italian firms dropped to its lowest level of ***

percent--approximately 4 percentage points lower than the ratio for the
corresponding period of 1976.

The ratio of total imports from Italy to apparent consumption for
the period 1973-76 followed the same trend as that of the Italian firms
selling at LTFV. The ratio dropped from *** percent in 1973 to 16.7
percent in 1975 and then increased to 28.3 percent in 1976. The ratio of
imports to consumption for the period January-May 1977, was about 1.5
percentage points higher than that for the corresponding period of 1976.

Imports from all other importing countries, as a percentage of
apparent consumption, ranged between *** percent and 41.0 percent for
the period 1973-75 and then reached their lowest level of 37.6 percent
in 1976. During the period January-May 1977 the ratio was 38.1 percent
as compared with 40.6 percent for the corresponding period of 1976.

U.S. imports from West Germany.—The Department of the Treasury
found LTFV margins on almost 100 percent of sales made by Braas, 17 per-
cent of sales made by Nopi, and 42 percent of sales made by Beiersdorf
to the United States during its period of investigation, February 1, 1976,
through August 31, 1976. Total exports to the United States during 1976
by these three firms amounted to *** million, which, according to Treasury,
accounted for almost all West German exports of PSP tape to the United
States.

As shown in table 18, the share of apparent U.S. consumption of all
types of PSP tape--the vast majority of which is UPVC tape--supplied by
Braas, the only West German manufacturer with substantial LTFV margins,
increased from *** percent in 1973 to **% percent in 1975 and then
decreased to *** percent in 1976. Braas’ share of the market continued
to decline in the first 5 months of 1977, to *%** percent as compared with
**% percent for the corresonding period of 1976.

The ratio of imports from all other West German manufacturers (i.e.
Nopi and Beiersdorf) to apparent consumption shows that these firms had
a higher share of the U.S. market in each of the years 1973-76 than did
Braas. The ratio showed only small decreases from *** percent in 1973 to
*%% percent in 1976 with the highest level--**%* percent--being reported in
1974, These two firms increased their market share during January-May
1977 to *** percent--*** percentage points higher than their share for the
corresponding period of 1976.

1/ Refer to the table on page A-10 for details of sales by companies
during Feb.-Aug. 1976.



Table 18.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness: Apparent U.S.
consumption, imports from Braas of West Germany, imports from all other West German producers, total imports from West Germany,
" imports from all other countries, and total imports, 1973-76, January-May 1976, and January-May 1977

‘Apparent : ;. Imports :

Ratio of--

' ‘ consump- Imports from West Germany :fromhall : Total
Period ' iion ; Braas ; oiiir : Total ;coZ;tiies; imports ; (2) to ; (3) to ; 4) to ; (5) to ; (6) to
Q (2) : 3) : (4) : (5) : 6) (1) : (1) : (1) : (1) : (1)

1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : : : : :

! square : square : square : square : square : square : : : :
yvards : yards : yards : yards : yards : yards : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent
1973 : *kx *kk . *kk 9,027 : 13,574 : 22,601 : *kk o *kk *kk kkk *kk
1974 : *kk k% %% ;17,480 : 16,751 : 34,231 : *kk *kk *kk *kk . Fkk
1975 : 68,193 : hkk . *%% 21,746 : 17,624 : 39,370 : *kk o kkkk 31.9 : 25.8 : 57.7
1976 : 108,285 : *k%k . **% . 29,560 : 41,758 : 71,318 : *kk . *kk . 27.3 : 38.6 : 65.9

January-May-- : H : : : : : : : : : :
1976 ¢ 42,535 : *kk . *%% 1 12,291 : 15,436 : 27,727 : *kk . *k%x 28.9 : 36.3 : 65.2
1977 : 54,608 : *kk *k% . 15,223 : 19,866 : 35,089 : *kk *k% 27.9 : 36.4 : 64.3

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commission.

ov-v
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Total West German imports as a percentage of apparent U.S. consump~
tion maintained a fairly constant level. This percentage increased to
its highest level in 1975, 31.9 percent, and then declined to 27.3 per-
cent in 1976, The ratio of total imports from West Germany to consump-
tion showed very little change for January-May 1977 when the ratio drop-
ped slightly to 27.9 percent from 28.9 percent for the corresponding
same period of 1976.

The ratio of U.S. imports to consumption from all other countries,
including Italy, ranged between 25.8 percent and *** percent in the
period 1973-76. During January-May of 1976 and 1977 the ratio stayed
close to the 36 percent level.

Combined U.S. imports from Italy and West Germany.-—Combined U.S.
imports from the four foreign manufacturers that were found to have sold
PSP tape at LTFV decreased from *#** percent in 1973 to *** percent in
1974 and then increased to 27.1 percent in 1975 and 36.6 percent in 1976.
During the period January-May 1977 the ratio for the four firms was
34.0 percent, or 3.3 percentage points greater than that for the corres-
ponding period of 1976 (table 19).

The ratio of imports to apparent consumption for all other Italian
and West German manufacturers fluctuated very little during the period
investigated, ranging from 19.0 percent to *#** percent. For January-May
1977 the ratio dropped about 2.7 percentage points from that for January-
May 1976.

Total Italian and West German imports, both fair value and LTFV
imports combined, as shown in table 19, accounted for roughly half of
U.S. apparent consumption during the period 1973-76. This ratio
increased slightly, from 53.5 percent during January-May 1976 to 54.1
percent during the corresponding period of 1977,

Imports from all other countries held a fairly constant 10-15 per-
cent share of the U.S, PSP tape market during the 4 year period covered,
as well as during January-May of 1976 and 1977.

In summary, during the period 1973~76 Italian LTFV imports peaked
at *** percent of the U.S. market in 1976, West German LTFV imports
peaked at a level of #*** percent in 1975, and total LTFV imports from
the two countries combined peaked at 36.6 percent in 1976. Imports of
PSP tape from all other countries appear to have maintained a fairly
constant share of apparent U.S. consumption during the 4-year period.

Evidence of sales lost by domestic producers to LTFV imports
from Italy and West Germany .

Two U.S. producers of PSP tape--3M Co. and Permacel—~ﬁresented
specific information to the Commission on sales lost to LTFV imports of



Table 19.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape more than 1-3/8 inches in width, not exceeding 4 mils in thickness: Apparent U.S.
consumption, imports from Braas of West Germany and Manuli, Boston, and Comet of Italy, imports from all other West German .
and Italian producers, total imports from Italy and West Germany, imports from all other countries, and total imports, 1973-76,
January-May 1976, and January-May 1977

Imports from Italy

: : and West Germany : Imports : : Ratio of--
: Apparent: Braas, : : : from : Total : : : : :
Period f consump-: Manuli, : All ' rotal :all other: jpports f (2) to f (3) to f (4) to f (5) to f (6) to

: Boston, : other : :countries:

tion
:and Comet: a W S O N ¢ D I N ¢ )

@ : @ o+ 3 i W i () i (6) . : :
1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : : : :

¢ square : square : square ! square : square ! square : : : :

yards : yards : yards : yards : yards : yards - Y2rcent : Percent : Percent : Percent : Percent
1973 : *kk hkk *kk ;17,645 : 4,956 @ 22,60.L kkk *kk *kk *kk *kk
1974 : *kk *kk *kk 25,871 : 8,360 : 34,231 : FET I *kk *kk *kk *kk
1975 : 68,193 : 18,495 : 14,647 : 33,142 : 6,228 : 39,370 : 27.1 : 21.5 : 48.6 : 9.1 : 57.7
1976 : 108,285 : 39,654 : 20,521 : 60,175 : 11,143 : 71,318 : 36.6 : 19.0 : 55.6 : 10.3 : 65.9

January-May-- : : : : : : HE : : : :

1976 : 42,535 : 13,070 : 9,698 : 22,768 : 4,959 : 27,727 : 30.7 : 22.8 : 53.5 : 11.7 : 65.2
1977~ : 54,608 : 18,566 : 10,958 : 29,524 : 5,565 : 35,089 : 34.0 : 20.1 : 54.1 : 10.2 : 64.3

v

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commission.
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PSP tape from Italy and West Germany. The other domestic producers could
not provide specific instances where sales were lost to foreign competi-
tion. However, some firms made statements in their questionnaire
responses to the effect that they did lose sales to foreign competition
from both Italy and West Germany but did not have those instances docu-
mented. In addition, three firms stated that foreign competition has
restricted their PSP tape sales as well as restricting expansion of their
PSP tape product line. The two producers who provided specific instances
of lost sales claimed lost sales due to competition from LTFV imports of
*%% in 1976 and *** in early 1977. There were also additional claims

of lost sales amounting to **%* due to competition from other foreign
-suppliers. ' '

A total of 13 U.S. purchasers of PSP tape were named as having
reduced purchases of U.S.-made PSP tape as the result of import com-
petition. Of those 13 firms, 5 showed reduced purchases of the domestic
product because of import competition from foreign manufacturers that
were not found to have made sales at LTFV. The remaining eight customers
were contacted by the Commission’s staff in an effort to further explore
the claims.of lost sales. In practically every instance, price considera-
tions were cited as the determinative factor in the customers’ decisions
to import PSP tape from Italy or West Germany., ##*%,

Several customers were asked by the Commissions staff about 3M Co.’s
lower priced Crystal Bay brand tape. ***,

Only one customer provided reasons for switching to Italian or
West German tape that differed from the usual responses. *#%,

A survey of 17 U.S. purchasers of PSP tape~-distributors that resell
to the end user—--was conducted in an attempt to determine whether these
purchasers had changed their source of supply of PSP. tape over the period
covered. Some of the information supplied by those purchasers supported
claims of displaced purchases while other information did not. Seven of
the purchasers stated that they use domestic PSP tape either exclusively
or predominantly; four of those seven firms stated that they were aware
of very little or no competition from imports, while the remaining three
firms maintained that import competiton from Italy and West Germany had
caused them to lose sales. Five purchasers stated that they only
handled foreign tape, predominantly Italian and West German, and did
s0 primarily because the price of the foreign tape is so much lower than
that of domestic tape. Two purchasers carried both U.S.~ and foreign-
made tapes, but both carried domestic tape primarily; the foreign tape was
used to supply their customers who preferred UPVC tape over polyester or
polypropylene tape. Out of the 17 purchasers contacted only 1 purchaser
switched from U.S.- to foreign-produced tape, and he did so, primarily
because of price. Finally, two firms stated that they did not handle
PSP tape. '
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Prices

Domestic producers and importers of PSP tape were requested to
supply data on net delivered prices of each of the three basic types of
such tape (i.e., polyester, polypropylene, and UPVC) sold in rolls 2
inches wide and 55 yards long. Data were requested on lowest prices
and on weighted average prices, by months, during January 1975-May 1977.
The information obtained 1s summarized in tables 20 and 21.

Two conclusions are immediately apparent from these two tables.
First is the wide range of lowest net selling prices reported by both
domestic producers and importers. Second is the considerable overlap

"in prices of the domestic and imported product. In January 1976, for
example, the lowest prices reported for U.S.-made PSP tape ranged from
$.57 per roll to $1.14 per roll, while those for imported PSP tape
ranged from $.55 to $1.17 per roll. #**,

Prices of PSP tape, both imported and domestic, trended downward
throughout 1975 and the first half of 1976. Since mid-1976 prices have
remained relatively stable or, *#*%*, increased somewhat. As illustrated
graphically in the figure on page A-47, U.S.-made PSP tape was priced
well above tape imported from Italy and West Germany during the January
1975-May 1977 period. **%*,

Two U.S. producers of PSP tape presented specific information to
the Commission where selling prices were reduced in order to meet
import competition from Italy and West Germany. In some instances
it was difficult for the respondents to specifically identify the
origin of the foreign tape. This situation arose for several reasons.

A total of 80 instances were reported by domestic producers
where prices were lowered to meet import competition. Of these 80
instances, 42 were attributed to competition from ***, 16 to competi-
tion from ***, 8 to competition from **%*, and in l4 instances prices
were reduced to meet competition from either Germany, Italy, or unknown
foreign sources.

In practically every instance the price at which domestic producers
sold their tape to meet foreign competition was either equal to or more
than the foreign price. In the majority of the instances the domestic
producers sold at a price which, generally speaking, ran approximately 10
percent higher than the fo;eign price.



Table 20.—-Pre§sure sensitive plastic tape: Lowest and weighted average net delivered prices received by U.S. producers a:id importers for tan,
clear, or white pressure sensitive plastic tape in rolls ranging from 2.0°'to 2.6 mils in thickness, 2 inches in width, and 55 yards in length,
by types and by months, January 1975-May 1977

23
(In dollars per roll)
Polyester Polypropylene UPVC
Importers U.S. producers : Importers U.S. producers Importers U.S. producers

Year and month

Range in ;Weighted ' Range in :Rar}gﬁtls . Range in fRar}gﬁ L Range in SRar'lge in Range in fRar.rge i Range in :Weighted
lowest | average | lowest :w:\tiraZe * lowest :wlezir:ei © lowest :w:‘llg};:ed . lowest rweighted : lowest average
prices . prices | prices | prices prices | priceg prices pricege ° prices 2;’;225‘2 ! prices prices

1975: : : : : : : : : ' . s
January-----—---- : 1/ xkk : Kk - &%% :0.85-0.90 :0.88-0.95: : :0.73-0.98 :0.75-1.15; 1/ : P
Feburary-~---—-- : 1/ kkk kkk k%% . .85- .90 : .88- .95: : . .73~ .98 ; .73-1.15; 1/ : *kk
T T — 1/ *hk hkk #x% , .84~ .90 : .88- .95: : . .68- .98 : .70-1.15. 1/ : ko
April-—=———mmema 1/ Kkk o LS *k% . 84— .90 : .86- .95: LTI *xkk: -04=- .98 : .66-1.15, 1/ : *kk
May=—me——m—————— l__/ kkk o *k% . k%% . .82- ,90 : .85~ .95: 1T *%x: .01- .98 : .62-1.12; -1_/ : kkk
June————==—mm=-e 1/ xkk G ki, *k% . ,78- .90 : .80- .95: kkk %% : .60- .98 : .61-1.10; i/ : *kk
July—=m—m e 1/ Kkk o *hk . *%k%x ., | 76- .84 : .77- .88: *kk o xx%x: -61- .98 : .62-1.10; 1/ . ke
AUGUS E—mmmmmm 1/ kwk rhk *%k . ,75- .84 : .75- .88: kkk x%k: -59- .98 : .62-1.09: i/ B —
September—------ - 1/ kkk o xxE kK . 72— .84 : .72~ .88; &#xx :0.65-1.05; .60- .98 . .62-1.08; 1/ : KKk
October—=———==-- : 1/ *kk o *rk k%% . _72- .84 : .72- .86 kx% . .66-1.04, .57- .98 : .59-1.08. 1/ : Kk
November----—--- : 1/ *ik 1 Rl ®&% . 72~ .82 . .72- .86: *x%x ; .64-1.03. .58- .98 : .60-1.07: 1/ : *kk
December——-——==-= : 1/ Rk o FA %k . ,72- .80 °: .72- .84; *%% : .65-1.05. .56- .98 : .56-1.07. Khk o ey

1976: : : : : : : : : : : : :
January—=-——--=-- 1/ : kkk : kk% *%k , 64- .78 : .64- .82  wxx , .65- .98, .55- .98 . .58-1.07. *kk Kk
February-—-——---- : 1/ : K*kk 2 k% s " k%% . 62- .76 : .65- .80: k%% ¢ .63- .92, .54- .98, .57-1.07. *kk 3 Kk
March-=-———==-—=: 1/ Ak @ L *%% . . 60- .76 : .62- .80 %% : .64- .90. .55- .98 . .57-1.06; LA Kk
April--——————=—=: 1/ *xk o LT wkk . 60— .74 : .61- .78: %% : .63- .90. .55- .98 : .57-1.06. kkk 3 KKk
May-————=—m————— 1/ : *hk 2 LT k%% . 54— 74 : .56- .78; x%x% : .63- .91. .50- .98 : .56-1.05; kkk *kk
June-——=———=———=: 1/ : L LT *k%% . 55— .74 : .59- .78: k% : .62- .94, .52- .98 . .55-1.05; xkk 3 Kk
July————~mmmmmm -: 1/ : kkk 3 skk kkk . 54- .74 ¢ 54— .74 %%%x 3 .65- .92, .52- .98 : .59-1.04; *kk ot *kk
August-————————=! 1/ FY T LT *%% . ,55- .74 : .55- .74: xk% : -64- .99. .56- .98 : .59-1.04. Ckkk : hekk
September—--—-—=—-: 1/ xk%k LT ok . 58— .74 : .65- .78: *%%: .62- .87, .57- .98 : .59-1.03: *kk Kk
October---——-——=: 1/ : k% sk k%% . 56— .74 . .60- .78:0.58-1.01 : .60-1.01; .55- .98 : .61-1.03;: kkk kkk
November---———-- : 1/ : ko kkd o %% ., _55- 72 : .65- .76: .58- .99 : .59- .98; .55~ .98 : .59-1.03: kkk *kk
December-——---—-: 1/ : kkk o *hk *%k% . 58— .72_ .61- .76: .58~ .97 : .62- .97. .57- .98 : .61-1.02. kkk @ Kk

1977: : : : : : : : : : :
January-----~--=: 1/ : fkk 3 *kk *%% . .58- .75 : .6l- .75: .58-1.01 : .62-1.01; .58~ .98 : .59-1.02; K*kk Rk
February--------: 1/ : k%K : L2 T *k% . 58~ .75 : .62- .75: .58 -1.00 : .60-1.00; .58- .98 : .60-1.02; Kk Kkt
March-==—=m—e=——- : 1/ : Ak o *kk g #%% . 58— .75 : .63- .75: .58- .99 . .60~ .99. .58- .98 : .63-1.03; xkk o Kk
April--———————--: 1/ : *kk ¢ A&k 2 *%% . _6l- .75 : .63- .75; .58~ .99 : .61 -.99, .60- .98 : .63-1.05; *kk 3 * k%
May--———=————=—=: _/ . kk* o hkk *%% . 61— .75 : .63- .75, .60-1.02 : .63- .99. .60- .98 : .57-1.07, kkk *kk

Sh-y

1/ Not available

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commission.



Table 21.--Pressure sensitive plastic tape: Lowest and weighted average net delivered prices received by U.S. producers and importers from Italy )
and West Germany for tan, clear, or white pressure sensitive plastic tape in rolls ranging from 2.0 to 2.6 mils in thickness, 2 inches in
width, and 55 yards in lenoth, bv tynes and by months, .January 1975-Mav 1977

(In dollars per roll)

Polyester Polypropylene UPVC
Importers of tape : ¢ Importers of tape *: Importers of tape
: U.S. Producers : from Manuli, Boston : U.S. Producers : from Braas : from Manuli, Boston : U.S. Producers
Year and Month : : and Comet (Italy) : : (West Germany) and_Comet (Ltaly)

: : Range in : ¢ Range in : : Range in : : : : Range in : :

: Range in : weighted : Range in : weighted : Range in : weighted : Range in : Weighted : Range in : weighted : Range in : Weighted
lowest : average : lowest : average : lowest : average : lowest : average : lowest : average : lowest : average
prices : prices .: prices : prices :  prices : prices : _prices : prices : _prices : prices : prices : prices

1975: : : : : : : : : : :
January----—--- : Kkk 3 Rkt *kk 3 Kk o - - kb . Kk O 80-0.98 o 93-1.15 . 1/ : *kk
February-~----- : fkk : *kk 2 *kk : *kk - - k% *k% . .80- .98 . .91-1.15 . 1/ . kK
March~-———-——--: Kkk 1 kkk Ot fkk s *kk . - - *kk . %% . _78- .98 . .89-1.15 . 1/ . *ki
April-—-——=—-—=; Kkt k% ° Ak *hk LI kkk kkk g x%% : .66- .98 : .80-1.15 : 1/ Kk
May---—=—===mm- -2 T I k¥t k% 1 *hk kkk *kk *kk xk% ; .65- .98 : .76-1.12 : 1/ : Fokk
R 1T V- —— : ki o hkk LT *kk kkk *kk khk *%x% : .66- .98 : .74-1.10 : 1/ : *kk
July=—-—==——=-- : kkk : Kk 0 76-0. 84 0 77-0.88 : kkk Rk Kk k%% : .65- .98 : .65-1.10 : 1/ Rk
August--—————=-: kkk 1 *kk 3 75— .84 : .75- .88 : *kk *kk LI LI k%% : .63- .98 : .73-1.09 : 1/ *kk
September--—--—-: ik xxk : .72- .84 : ,72- .88 : = k¥*k 0 65-1.05 : xkk *%% : .62- .98 : .73-1.08 : 1/ *kk
October--——w——-—- : E 2T 2 xx% ¢ .72- .82 : .72- .86 : *k* . .66-1.04 : kk% *%x% : ,60- .98 : .72-1.08 : _1_/ : Kkk
November—=—w===v: k% o xxk : .72 .82 : .72- .86 @ *k% : .64-1,03 : LA #xx ;. 60- .98 : .69-1.07 : 1/ : *hk
December--—=---: Tkk 3 xxkk : .72 .80 : .72- .84 : %k :.65-1.05 : LTI *%x : .60- .98 ; .70-1.07 : kkk Kk

1976: : : : : : : : : : : : :
January--——-—— : *kk 1 xkx 1 .64— .78 : .64~ ,82 : *%% : .65-0.98 : *kk #kx : -55- .98 ; .61-1.07 : L Kk
February==-——--: #kk - kkx : -62- .76 : .65- .80 : **xk ;. 63-0.92 ¢ *kk xxk ; .58- .98 ; .58-1.07 : *kk Kk
March===~-===n- : LL *xkx : .60- .76 : .62~ .80 : *%% : ,64-0.90 : kkk xkx : -55- .98 : .63-1.06 ; *kk o *kk
TS B T — *kk : xxx 3 60— .74 : _61- .78 : kkk : .63-0.90 : *kk 2 xx%x 1 .90- .98 . .63-1.06 : kkk o kK
May-———————m——m *k% 3 xxk : .54= .74 : .56- .78 : *%% : ,63-0.91 Kkkk kix 3 00 .98 ; .56-1.05 : *kk i Fkk
June----omo-m--: kkk ®x% @ .55- .74 : .59~ .78 : kk% 1 .62-0.94 Kxx : #x% ¢ -52= .98 : .55-1.05 : P S kkk
July==—=—m e : KRk xkx : .04- .74 ; 57- .78 : x%% : .65-0.92 A%k 2 sk @ 32— .98 : .60-1.04 : *kk sk
August-—=—=~=m~: ET T %%k : .95- .74 : .58- .78 : *%k% @ .64-0.99 : EZ T ®*xx 1 .06 .98 : .63-1.04 *kk 2 Ak
September-——--- : fokk 2 k% 1 -98- .74 ; 65- .78 : kk% :.62-0.87 : *kx *xx 1 237" .98 : .63-1.03 : *kk ek
October---—--——-; L I k%% : .96- .74 : ,60- .78 :0.58-1.01 : .60-1.01 : *kk x%%x : 55— .98 : .61-1.03 : - kkk o dekk
November—-=====: *kk %% 1 +95= .72 ; (65~ .76 : .58- .99 :.59-0.98 : *hk xk%x @ .55- .98 : .59-1.03 : *kk xkx
December———m—=—: kk L *%k% : .58- .72 : .61- .76 : .58-. .97 :.62-0.97 : kkdk o *xe : .97- .98 . .61-1.02 : *kk o hkk

1977 ; : : Ce1- .75 . ) ; ; 58— .98 . .59-1.02 . ok -
January------—- : k% x%x ¢ -58- .75 : - . : .58-1.01 : 62-1.01 : ET T *k%x 1 ° o .08 . . : : d
February------- : KRk xkx . -58- .75 . -62- .75 . .58-1.00 : .60-1.00 : P xax oz 0B . . .62-1.02 Xk ik
PP N —— : Kk% sxx @ .58 .75 ;-63- .75 . .58- .99 : £0-0.99 : EX T #xx @ -98- .98 . . 63-1.03 wkk Fokok
April=-==-mm—a- fxk sxx 2 .61- .75 : -63- .75 . .58- .99 . £1-0.99 : LT T kKK : -6_1‘ .98 . .63-1.05 -: *kk sz
May—-—————————~ : *kk %%k 3 .6l- .75 . .65- .75 . .60-1.02 : 63-0.99 : kkk  : xxx : -01- .98 . .65-1.07 *kk Jekk

1/ Not available.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commissicn.

9%-v



A-47

Weighted average prices received for PSP tape, by sources and by
months, 1975, 1976, and January-May 1977
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APPENDIX A

TREASURY DEPARTMENT LETTER TG THE COMMISSION
ADVISING THE COMMISSION OF ITS DETERMINATION
OF LESS-THAN-FAIR-VALUE SALES FROM ITALY
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THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF.THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, n.C. 20220

2 MAY 201977 5

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In accordance with Section .20l(a) of.:the Anti-
dumping Act, 1921, as amended, you are hereby advised
that pressure sensitive plastic tape from Italy is
being, or is likely to be, sold at less than fair value
within the meaning of the Act.

The Treasury has limited the scope of its in-
vestigation to pressure sensitive plastic tape of more
than 1 and 3/8's inches in width and not exceeding
4 mils in- thickness. .

The Treasury Department is at this time making
the file relative to this determination available
to the International Trade Commission under separate
cover. This file is for the Commission's use in
connection with its investigation as to whether an
industry in the United States is being, or is likely
to be, injured, or is prevented from being established,
by reason of the importation of this merchandise into
the United States. Since some of the data in this
file is regarded by the Treasury to be of a confidential
nature, it is requested that the Commission consider
all information therein contained for the use of the
Commission only, and not to be disclosed to others
without prior clearance with the Treasury Department.

//i;;;e;ely Eours,

Henry C. Stockell
Acting General Counsel

‘'The Honorable
Daniel Minchew
Chairman
U.S. Internatlonal
Trade Commission
Washington, D.C. 20436
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APPENDIX B

U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION NOTICES
OF INVESTIGATION AND HEARING ON PRESSURE
SENSTITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM ITALY
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
’ Washington, D.C.
[AA1921-167]
PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM ITALY

Notice of Investigation and Hearing

Having received advice from thé Department of the Treasury on

- May 31, 1977, that préssure'sensitive plast;c tape of more than one

and 3/8's inches iﬁ width ;nd-not éxceeding 4 mils in thickness from

Itaiy is Eeing, or is likely to be, sold at less than fair value, the
United States International Trade Commission.on June 3, 1977, instituted
' inQestigation No. AA1921-167 under sectionVZOl(a) of the Antidﬁmping

.Act,‘ 1921, as amended (19 U.S.C. 160(a)), to determine whether an industry
in the United States is being or is likely to be injured, or is prevented
frdﬁ being established, by reason of the imqutation of éuch merchandise
into the United States.

Hearing. ‘A public hearing in connection with the investigation
will be held in Washington, D.C. at a place to be announced later,
beginning at 10 a.m., e.d.t., on Tuesday, July 26, 1977. All parties
shall there and then have the . right to appear by counsel or in person,'
to present evidence, and to be heard. Reqﬁeéts to appear at the public
heariﬁg, or to intervene undgr the provisions of section 201(d) of the

Antidumping Act, 1921 (19 U.S.C. 160(d)), shall be filed with the
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Secretary of the Commission, in writing, not later than noon, Thursday,
July 21, 1977.

By order of the Commission:

Kenneth R. Mason
Secretary

Issued: June 6, 1977
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C.
[AA1921-167]
PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM ITALY

Place of Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the hearing in this matter set to
begin at 10 a.m., e.d.t., on Tuesday, July 26, 1977, will be held in
the Heaiing Room, U.S. International Trade Commission Building,

701 E Street Nw;, Washington, D.C. 20436.
Notice of the investigation and hearing was published in the

Federal Register of June 9, 1977 (42 F.R. 29568).

By order of the Commission:

Kenneth R. Mason
Secretary

Issued: July 15, 1977
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APPENDIX C

TREASURY DEPARTMENT LETTLERS TO THE COMMISSION
ADVISING THE COMMISSIOM OF ITS DETERMINATION
OF LESS-~-THAN-FAIR-VALUE SALES FROM WEST GERMANY
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OCKET . J | |
)[:‘UI'BER THE GENERAL COUNSEL © = THE TREASURY..
1t . WASHINGTON.[ :. 20220

- ————

L]5 O JUNS-9TT 37 g 6 P2 g

Oifica of iha ,
Secretary ' ' (

Dedr Mpnth Fg Gemglin,

In accordance with section 201(a) of the Anti-
dumping Act, 1921, as amended, you are hereby advised
that pressure sensitive plastic tape from West
Germany is being or is likely to be sold at less than
fair value within the meaning of the Act.

Lo
. ALY
NS T

"L G BRI T 1

o &

The Treasury Department will make the files with
respect to this determination available to the Inter-
national Trade Commission as promptly as possible.

. These files are being furnished for the Commission's
use in connection with its investigation as to whether
-an industry is being or is likely to be injured, or
is prevented from being established, by reason of the
importation of this merchandise into the United States.

Since some of the data in this file is regarded
by the Treasury to be of a confidential nature it is
requested that the United States International Trade
Commission consider all information therzin contained
for the official use of the Trade Commission only,
and not to be disclosed to others without prior clear-

ance with the Treasury Department.

Sincerely yours,

Y 2ol

Henry €. Stockell, Jr.
Acting General Counsel

The Honorable

Daniel Minchew

Chairman

U.S. International Trade
Commission

Washington, D.C. 20436
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THE GENERAL COUNSEL ' F THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON, '* C. 20220

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This letter is in reference to my letter to
you of June 3, 1977, advising the Commission that
pressure sensitive plastic tape from West Germany
is being, or is likely to be, sold at less than
fair value within the meaning of the Antidumping

Act.

My earlier letter inadvertently omitted the
clarifying language used in the public notice to
describe the class or kind of merchandise sub-
ject to that determination as pressure sensitive
plastic tape "measuring over one and three-eighths
inches in width and not exceeding. four mils in
thickness". :

You are hereby formally acvised of that
clarification.

Sincerely yours,

LTt

Henry C. Stockell, Jr.
Acting General Counsel

The Honorable

Daniel Minchew

Chairman

U.S. International Trade
Commission

Washing*on, D.C. 20436
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APPENDIY D

U.S. INTERNATIONAL TRADE COGuil{ISSION NOTICES
OF INVESTIGATION AND HEARING,ON PRESSURE
SENSTITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM WEST GERMANY
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UNITED STATES INTERNAT*ONAL TRADEC COMMISSION
. Washington, D.C.
[AA192i-168]
PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM;WEST GERMANY
Notice of Investigation and Héaring

Having received advice from the Depavtment of the Treasury on June 14,
1977, thut‘preSSure sensitive plastic tape of more than one and 3/8's inches
in width and not. exceceding 4 mils:in thickness from West Germany is being,
or is 1iké1y to be, sold at less than fair vnlué, the inited Stafes
International Trade Commission on June 27. 1977, instituted investigﬁtion
No. AA1921-168 uﬁder sa#tion ZOlta) of the Antidumping Act, 1921,.as amended
(19 U.S.C. iéo(a)), to détermine whether an indgstry in the United States
is being or is likely to be injured, or is prevénted from being established,
by reason of.the-iﬁportation of such merchéndisé into tﬁe United States.
o “The‘Cémmission has determined that this investigation will be conducted
COncurrently-wifh‘iﬁvestjgution No. AAL1921-167, which concerns pressure
sensitive plastic tape of more than one and 3/8;5 inches in width and not
éxeeedingr4'mils in thickness from Italy. Notiée of that investigation was
issued by the Commission on June 6, 1977'(42 F.R.A29568).

Hearing. A public hearing in conﬁection with both iyvestigations will
be held in Washington, D.C., at a place to be amnounced later, beginning
at 10 a.m., e.d.t.; on_Tuesday,-July 26, 1977. Such hearing was previcusly
announced for investigation No. AA1921-1067 in the notice'cited in the

preceding paragraph. All parties shall there and then have the right to

appear by counsel or in person, to present evidénce, and to be heard.
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Requests to appear at the public hearing, or to intervene under the pro-
visions of section 201 (d) of the Antidumﬁing Act, 1921 (19 U.S.C. 160(d)),
shall be filed with the Secretary of the Commission, in writing, not later
than noon, Tﬁursday July 21, 1977.

By order of the Commission:

Kenneth R. Mason
Secretary

Issued: June 29, 1977
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C.

[AA1921-168]
PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE FROM WEST GERMANY
Change éf Date and Place of Public Heafing
Notice ié:hereby giveﬁ that the public hearing in thisimatter,
_,préviously s;hedu}ed to begin on Tuesday, July 26, 1977, wiii now'ﬁe
held beginning Tuesday, August 9, 1977, in the Hearing Room;:U;S;'
International Tfade Commission Building, 701 E Street Nw., Waéhington,
D.C. 20436. Postponement of this hgaring does not'éffeét'thé i
previously néticed date of July 26, 1977,fof the heéring'on;inveSfiga-
tion No. AA1§21—167; Pressure Sensitive Plastic Tape'frqm f£é1;. '

Notice of the investigation and hearing for investigation No.

AA1921-168 was published in the Federal Register of July 5, 1977
(42 F.R. 34385).

By ordér of the Commission:

Kenneth R. Mason
Secretary

Issued: July 15, 1977
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APPENDIX E

TREASURY DEPARTMENT NOTICES ON PRESSURE SENSITIVE
PLASTIC TAPE FROM ITALY AS PUBLISHED IN THE
FEDERAL REGISTER
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approves such determination, then it
shall become final on the day after the

close of the 60-day period (ie. June 3,

1976), or the day on which the President
notifies the Commission of his approval,
as the case may be. .
The International Trade Commission
Notice and Order was published in the
FeperaL REGISTER April 8, 1976 (41 FR
14948 ,
VERNON D. ACREE,
Commissioner of Customs.

[FR D>:.76-14194 Filed 6-13-76:8:45 am]

Office of the Secretary .
MONOSODIUM GLUTAMATE FROM KOREA
Antidumpir.g Proceeding

On April 12, 1976, information was re-
ceived in proper form pursuant to
§§ 153.26 and 153.27, Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 153.26, 153.27). indicating
a possibility that monosodium glutamate
from Korea is being. or is likely to be,
sold at less than fair value within the
meaning of the Antidumping Act, 1921,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 160 et seg.) (re-
ferred to in this notice as “the Act').

There-is evidence on record concern-
ing injury to or likelihood of injury to
or prevention of establishment of an
industry in the United States. Available
information indicates that imports of the
subject merchandise from Korea during
1975 amounted to approximately 3.6 per-
cent of domestic consumption. Further
information indicates that imports of the
subject merchandise from Korea de-
clined 52 percent from 1974 to 1975.
There is no evidence of domestic unem-
ployment or-less than full capacity uti-
lization, nor of any loss of market share
to Korean imports. On the basis of such
evidence, it has been concluded that
there is substantial doubt of injury to,
likelihood of injury to, or prevention of
establishment of .an industry in the
United States by reason of such importa-
tions from Korea. Accordingly, the
United States International Trade Com-
mission is being advised of such doubt
pursuant to section 201(c)(2) of the
Act (19 U.B.C. 160(c) (2)).

Having conducted a summary inves-
tigation as required by § 15329 of the
Customs Regulations (19 U.S.C. 15329)
and having determined as a result there-
of that there are grounds for so doing,
the U.S. Customs Service is instituting
an inquiry to vertify the information
submitted and to obtain the facis neces-
sary to enable the Secretary of the
Treasury to reach a determination as to
the fact or likelihood of sales at less than
fair value. Should the United States In-
ternational Trade Commission, within 30
days of receipt of the information cited
in the preceding paragraph. advise the
Secretary that there is no reasonable in-
dication that an industry is being or is
likely to be injured. or is prevented from
belng established, by reason of the im-
portation of such merchandise into the
United States. the Department will pub-
Ush premptly in the FELERAL RECISTER 8
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notice terminating the investigation.
Otherwise, the Investigation will con-
tinue to a conclusion.
" A summary of price information re-
celved from all sources is as follows:

The informaton received tends to.in-
dicate that the prices of the merchan-
dise sold for exportation to the United
States are less than the prices for home
consumption.

This notice is published pursuant to
§ 153.30 of the Customs Regulations (19
CFR 153.20).

Davip R. MACDONALD,
Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.
May 17, 1976.

|FR Doc.76-14117 Filed 5-13-76;8:45 am]

PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE
FROM ITALY

Antidumping Proceeding

On April 8, 1976, information was re-
ceived in proper form pursuant to sec-
tions 153.26 and 153.27, Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 153.26, 153.27), indicating
a possibility that pressure sensitive plas-
tic tape from Italy is being, or is likely
to be, sold at less than fair value within
the meaning of the Antidumping Act,
1921, as amended (19 U.S.C. 160 et seq.).

There is evidence on record concern-
ing injury to or likelihood of injury to
or prevention of establishment of an in-
dustry in the United States. This evi-
dence indicates that decreases in em-

* ployment and under utilization of pro-
duction facilities have occurred in the’

U.S. industry during the last 3 years. The
evidence also indicates that petitioner’s
share of the U.S. market has declined
substantially since 1972, and that im-
ports of the subject merchandise from
Italy have increased by approximhtely
48% since 1973.

Having conducted a summary investi-
gation as required by section 153.29 of
the Customs Regulations (19 CFR 153.29)
and having determined as a result there-
of that there are grounds for so doing,
the U.S. Customs Service is instituting
an inquiry to verify the information sub-
mitted and to obtain the facts necessary
to enable the Secretary of the Treasury
to reach a determination as to the fact
or likelihood of sales at less than fair
value.

A summary of information received
from all sources is as follows:

The information received tends to in-
dicate that the prices of the merchan-
dise sold for exportation to the United
States are less than the constructed
value.

This notice is published pursuant to
section 153.30 of the Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 153.30).

JAMES B. CLAWSON,
Acting Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.

May 10, 1976.
|FR Doc.76-14118 Piled 5-13-76:8:45 am]

DEPARTMENT OF . DEFENSE
Department of the Air Force

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
DETERMINATION
A-ailability
. May 7, 1976.

On 6 December 1974, the United States
Air Force announced in the FEDERAL
REGISTER (page 42698) its intent to pre-
pare an environmental impact state-
ment on the proposed beddown of the
A-10 aircraft at Davis-Monthan Air
Force Base, Arizona.

A comprehensive evaluation of the en-
vironmental impact of the proposed ac-
tion was performed, and on 20 February
1976 the USAYF determined that the pro-
posed beddown was not a major Federal
action with significant adverse impact

on the quality of the human environ--

ment. This determination was based on
the following:

a. The proposed action will result in a
net decrease in the emission of air pol-

lutants from the current fiying activities.

b. The proposed action will result in a
decrease in the area affected by noise as
measured by the Day Night . Average
Sound Level.

c. The proposed action will result in a
1 percent (120 people) increase in the
base population from the current level
to the F'Y 1980 time period.

d. On-base construction in the amount
of $11 million will be accomplished in
support of the proposed action.

e. The Depleted Uranium (DU) muni-
tions will be stored at Davis-Monthan
AFB only after receipt of the license
from the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC). Further, this material will
be stored for War Readiness Material
purposes only and will not be used for
training or other routine purposes.

f. The proposed actlon was first an-
nounced on 22 November 1974 and sub-
sequently appeared in the FEDERAL
REeGISTER and local Tucson newspapers.
No adverse reaction or controversy has
resulted from these announcements.

For the reasons outiined above, the
United States Alr Force has decided not
to file a Draft Environmental Statement
with the Council on Environmental
Quality but has prepared an Environ-
mental Determination. Any questions or
comments on this action should be di-
rected to the Special Assistant for En-
vironmental Quality (SAF/ILE), United
States Air Force, Pentagon, Room 4C885,
Washington, D.C. 20330.

Coples of the determination and the
environmental assessment are available
for review by interested parties at the
following locations:

Environmental Coordinator, Engineering and
Construction Branch, 803 CSQ/DEV,
Building 5315, Davis-Monthan AFB, Ari-
zona 85707, Telephone: 603-748-5548.

v
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In accordance with §163.3)(b), Customs
Regulations (19 CPR 16831(b)), pricing in-
formation was obtained concerning imports
and home market sales of monosodium
glutamate from Korea during the period of
January 1 through June 30, 1976.

c, Exporter's gales price. For the purposes
of tms tentative determination of sales at
not less than fair value, adjustments have
been matie on the following basis, In the
import transactions, all merchandise was
sold in the United States, before or after
the time of importation, by or for the ex-
porter, within the meaning of section 204 of
the Act. Exporter’'s sales price has been cal-

culated on the basis of an ex-warehouse oOr .

delivered price, to United States purchasers,
with deductions for ocean Ifreight, marine
insurance. inland transportation in Kores,
container drayage, container freight station
charges, wharfage, loading, Korean clearance,
US. delivery, duty, US. clearance, U.S.
freight, selling expenses, and commission,
where applicable. Tazes and duties which
were refunded or not collected by reason of
the exportation of merchandise were added
in accordance with the Act.

‘The deductions were based on actual costs
fncurred in transporting or selling the mer-
chandise in accordance with section 204 of
the Act. The additions for taxes and duties
which were refunded or not collected by rea-
son of the exportation of the merchandise
relate to the refund of duties on raw mate-
rials and the non-colliection of a commodily
tax, a defense surtax, and a sales tax.

d. Home market price. For the purposes of
this tentative determination of sales at not
less than fair value “adjustments have been
made on the folilowing basis. The home mar-
ket price was calculated on the basig of the
£.0.b. price from Miwon Bales, a related sales
agency of the manufacturer, Seoul Miwon, 1o
unrelated purchasers in accordance with
§ 163.13(a), Customs Regulations (19 CFR
153.13(a) ). Adjustments were made for a Q8-
count. inland freight, angd an offset for sell-
inp expenses incurred in the United States.

The adjustment for a discount relates to &

- discount granted by Seoul Miwon on sales to0
Miwon Sales which is in turn passed on to
unrelated purchasers. The deduction has
been made on the basis of the actual amount
of the discount.

The adjustment for inland freight is re-
lated to the costs incurred in transporting
the merchandise from the point of ma.nuxac-
ture to the point of delivery. !

The adjustment for selling expenses, 1n
accordance with § 153.10, Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 153.10), relates to an offget for
selling expenses and a commission deduction
1in the exporter’s sales price.

e. Results of fair value comparisons, Using
the above criteria, exporter's sales price was
found to be not less than the home market

" price of such or similar merchandise, Com-
parisons were made on approxtmately .70
percent of the monosodium glutamate from

Korea sold to the United States during the

period of investigation.

In accordance with §§ 153.40¢a) and
153.40(b), Customs Regulations (19 CFR
153.40(a), 153.40(b) ), interested persons
may present written views or arguments,
or request in writing that the Secretary
of the Treasury afford an 0pp0rtumty to
present oral views.

Any request that the Secretary of the
Treasury afford an opportunity to pre-
sent oral views should be addressed to
the Commissioner of Customs, 1301 Con-
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stitution Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C.
20229, in time to be received by his office
not later than November 28, 1876. Such
request must be accompanied by a state-
ment outlining the issues wlshed to be

- discussed.

Any written views or arguments should
likewise be addressed to the Commis-
stoner of Customs in time to-be received
by his office not later than December 17,
1876.

This tentative determination and the
statement of reasons therefor are pub-
lished pursuant to § 153.34(a) Customs

‘'Regulations (18 CFR 153.34(a)).-

PETER O. S8UCHMAR,
- Acling Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.

Novemser 12, 1976.
|FR Doc.76-33960 Filed 11-16-76;8:45 am)

PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE
FROM ITALY

Antidumping; Extension of Investigatory
Period

On April 8, 1976, information was re-
ceived in prdper form from the Minne-
sota Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany, St. Paul, Minnesota, alleging that
pressure sensltive plastic tape from Italy
was being sold at less than fair value
within the meaning of the Antidumping
Act, 1921, as amended (19 U.8.C. 160 et

seq.) (referred to in this notice as “the.

Act”). This Information was the subject
of an “Antidumping Proceeding Notice”
which was published in the FrpEraL REG-
ISTER of May 14, 1976 (41 FR 19990).

The “Antidumping Proceeding Notice”
indicated that there was evidence on rec-
ord concerning injury to, or the likeli-
hood of imjury to, or the prevention of
establishment of, an industry in the
United States.

Pursuant to section 201(h) (2) of the
Act (19 U.8.C. 160(b) (2)), notice is here-
by sgiven that the Secretary concludes
that the determination provided for in
section 201(b) (1) of the Act (19 UB.C.
160¢b) (1)), cannot reasonably be made
within six months. The determination
under section 201(b) (1) of the Act (19
U.8.C. 160¢h) (1)), will therefore, be
made within no more than nine months.

The reasons and bases for the above
conclusion are as follows: The need for
the collection of additional data and the
need for analysis of all submissions along
with the need for resolution of technical
issues that have arisen in connection
therewith, makes it inadvisable to take
tentative action at this time.

This notice is published pursuant to
section 201(b) (2) of the Act (19 US.C.
160(b) (2)),

PETER O. SUCHMAN,
Acting Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.

NovVEMBER 12, 1976.
{FR Doc.76-33058 Filed 11-16-76;8:456 am)

.. Office of the Secretary -
© {Treasury Dept. Order 280; (Revision 3))
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
Delegation of Authority

Pursuant to the authority vested in
me a8 Secretary of the Treasury in the
Regional Rall Reorganization Act of
1973, Pub. L. 983-236, 87 Stat. 985, it is
hereby ordered that:

(1) The Deputy BSecretary of the
Treasury shall serve as my duly author-
ized representative with respect to the
powers and duties conferred upon me as
a Government member of the Board of
Directors of the United States Railway
Association pursuant to Bection 201(d)
of the Regional Rall Reorganization Act
of 1972,

(2) This delegation shall be without
prejudice to my exercise of the authority
of a member of the Board of Directors
of the United States Raillway Associa-
tion whenever I shall deem such exer-
cise appropriate.

(3) Treasury Department Order .No.

. 230 (39 FR 5508), dated July 9, 1974, is

hereby rescinded.
Dated: November 2, 1876.

WiLLiaM E. S1moN,
Secretary of the Treasury.

{FR Doc.76-33876 Filed 11-16-76;8:45 am]

SMALL BUSINESS ADVISORY ~
COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC POLICY

Meeting

Pursuant to Section 10(a) (2) of the
Pederal Advisory Committee Act, Pub. L.
92-463, notice is hereby given that a
meeting of the Small Business Advisory
Committee on Economic Policy will be
held on December 6 and 7, 1976, at Main
Treasury Building, 15th BStreet and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20220. On Monday, December 6, the
full Committee will meet in Room 4121
from 9:30 am. to 11:30 a.m. The Com-
mittee will then break up and meet in
its 3 ad hoc Task Forces—Capital For-
mation (Room 4426), Taxation (Room
4121), and Legislation, Regulation, and
Paperwork (Room 4125), from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The full Committee will reconvene at

*9:30 a.m. on Tuesday in Room 4121 until

approximately 12:30 p.m.

On December 6 the agenda for the full
Committee meeting includes a discussion
of the 1976 changes in the tax law and
the December 7 meeting agenda includes
reports and action on recommendations
of the ad hoc Task Force meetings. On
December 6 the ad hoc Taxation Task
Force will address tax policy as it affects
small businesses; the ad hoc Capital For-
mation Task Force will focus on Secu-
rities Exchange Commission require-
ments; and the ad hoc Legislation, Regu-
lation, and -Paperwork Task Force will
addm Treasury regulations and public
reporting requirements.



the exportation of the merchandlise
g0 of eated 88 indirect taxes and were added
tred ance with the Act.

e ;:?;:ductim were based on actual costs .

transporting or selling the mer-
gt wlzawoordanoowlthsecuonzotd
.@p8i%® 1y e addition for taxes and duties
ne BCT ere refunded or mnot oollected by
¢ the exportation of the merchandise
the refund of duties on raw ma-
. wai® hd the non-collection of 8 commodity
| w7 getense surtax, and a sales tax. The
; wt ,’,4,., {or the cost savings under the im-
Dt it program relates to monies which
(s dfrg”- deposited with the central bank
2 period of time when goods are im-
This deposit requirement is reduced
t and time of deposit when ma-
? are imported pursuant to export or-
g% ¥ anal product. Such programs are
B k'.,ppllet'.l in cases where a higher duty
| ip=s!!¥ 4 appear prohibitive but serve the
: e . The deposit requirement has
ect as- a duty and the interest
n,::n :ge exported merohandise has been
accordance with the Act.
¢ Market Price. For the purposes o_f
tive determination of sales at not
nan fair velue, adjustments have been
., o0 the following basis. The home mar-
we was calculated on the basls of the
p‘pmw for industrial size containers
_ Miwon Sales, & related sales agency of
%y manulfactures. Seoul Miwon, to unre-
cap i0® market purchasers in accordance
1138 13(8), Customs Regulations (19
.3113(s)). Adjustments were made for
s cunt. Inland freight, and an offset for
i *IPENSCS incurred in the United

b.‘lr‘

Y '“..!o\m

('

.

.+ adjustment for a discount relates to
e wiut pranted by Seoul Miwon to Miwon
%5 o0l 1s tn turn passed on to unrelated
«1..-ars. The deduction has been made on
wetx 0f the actual amount of the dis-

.o s4justment for inland freight is re-
B « the costs incurred in transporting
B pesvnandise from the point of manufac-
% W e point of deltvery.
w?justment for selling expenses, 1n ac-
»+e with § 153.10, Customs Regulations
B £#3 183.10), relates to an offget for sell-
@ pnse and commission deductions in
‘wzrter's sales price.
¢ han been made by the petitioner
¥ 2 wo of sales in industrial sizes was
B0 ey basis for falr value since these
P3¢ vwstitute an insignificant. portion of
QE#* > bome market sales. The industrial
L V*~ were used since virtually all of the
W & U United States were In industrial
M ®~~dium glutamate in industrial
B “<‘wnem 18 used in commercial food
gL' *¢ 7 repacked i small containers for
2, * 'orh. Lhe sales of industrial size
a .. TM deemed to constitute e level
B, \warisons were made at the same
;"‘" n accordance with § 153.15,
B *fulations (18 CFR 163.16). On the
"> Iv" available, 1t was determined
.M~:\trl:n1 61ze market in the home
.., . emounted to approximately
- Miwon's volume in Korea, was
Ling o h“* 8a the basis of fair value, It
4! In past cases home market
‘:mamuted-a smaller portion
g r“ hiave been deemed suficient
a 1,07 lermining fair value when
Ry “2me level of trade and the
B S “"'Pl’oximnted sales to the
S % true in this case.
o Y .m""" Made by the petitioner
e Munal home market sales
" runsidered 1n the determi-
:’“9- These sales were of
- .“‘Qe‘d 2 ruch were at a differ-
*'Hite comparisons were
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made between sales at the same level of
trade, inclusion of these sales was deemed to
be inappropriate. ’

e. Results of Fair Value Comparisons. Us~
ing the above criteria, exporter's sales price
was found to be not less than the home mar-
ket price of such or similar merchandise.
Comparisons were made on approximately 70
percent of the monosodium glutamate from
the Republic of Korea sold to the United
States during the period of investigation.

This determination and statement of
reasons therefor are published pursuant
to § 153.34(c) of the Customs Regulations
(19 CFR 153.34(¢)).

JoHN H. HARPER,
Acting Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury.

FEBRUARY 14, 1977.
[FR Doc.77-5124 Filed 2-17-77;8:45 am]

PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE
FROM ITALY

Antidumping; Withholding of Appraisement
Notice

Information was received in proper
form on April 8, 1976, from the Minne-
sota Mining and Manufacturing Com-
pany of St. Paul, Minnesota, alleging
that pressure sensitive plastic tape from
Italy was being sold at less than fair
value within the meaning of the Anti-
dumping Act, 1921, as amended (19
U.S.C. 160 et seq.) (referred to in this
notice as “the Act”). This information
was the subject of an “Antidumping Pro-
ceeding Notice” which was published in
the FEperAlL REGISTER of May 14, 1976
(41 FR 19990). The “Antidumping Pro-
ceeding Notice” indicated that there was
evidence on record concerning injury to
or likelihood of Injury to or prevention of
establishment of an industry in the
United States.

The Secretary concluded that a ten-
tative determination could not reason-
ably be made within the usual six-month
period. The investigatory period in this
case -was therefore extended to no more
than 9 months, and a “Notice of Exten-
sion of Investigatory Period” to that ef-
fect was published in the FeperaL REG-
ISTER of November 17, 1976 (41 FR
50748) .

Subsequent to the initiation of the in-
vestigation, it has been concluded that
it 1s inapproprate to include within the
scope of the investigation, merchandise
other than pressure sensitive plastic tape
of more than one and three-eighths
inches in width and not exceeding four
mils in thickness. Accordingly, the scope
of this notice is limited to pressure sensi-
tive plastic tape of more than one and
three-eighths inches in width and not
exceeding four mils in thickness.

TENTATIVE DETERMINATION OF SALES AT
LeEss THAN FAIR VALUE

On the basis of the information
developed in Customs’ investigation and
for the reasons noted below, pursuant to
section 201(b) of the Act (19 US.C. 160
(1)), I hereby determine that there are
reasonable grounds to believe or suspect
that the purchase price or the exporter’s
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sales. price of pressure sensitive plastic
tape from Italy other than that pro-
duced and s0ld by Plasturopa-S8IPA
8.a.8,, 18 less, or 18 likely to be less, than
the fair value, and thereby the foreign
market value, of such or similar mer-
chandise.

STATEMENT OF REASONS ON WHICH THIs
DETERMINATION 15 BASED

a.-Scope of the investigation. It appears .
that 82 percent of imports of the subject
merchandise from Italy were manufactured
by Boston S.p.A., Milan, Italy (Boston),
Manull Autoadesivi S.p.A., Milan, Italy
(Manuli), Plasturopa-SIPA S.a.8. Florence,
Italy (Plasturopa), and Comet SAR.A.,
Como, Italy (Comet). Therefore the investiga-
tion was limited to these four manufactur-
ers.

b. Basis of Comparison., For the purpose
of consldering whether the merchandise in
question 1s being, or is likely to be, sald at
less than falr value within the meaning of
the Act, the proper basis of comparison ap-
pears to be between purchase price and the
home market price of such or similar mer-
chandise on sales by Boston and Plasturops,
between purchase price and constructed
value in the case of Comet, and between pur-
chase price or exporter’s sales price and the
home market price of such or similar mer-
chandise on sales by Manull. Purchase price,
as defined in section 208 of the Act (19 U.S.C.
162), was used for three manufacturers since
all export sales by those three companies
appear to be made to non-related customers
in the United States. Purchase price was also
used for certain sales by Manuli where the
merchandise was purchased by a non-related
customer prior to the time of exportation
from Italy. Exporter’s sales price as defined in
sectlon 204 of the Act (19 U.8.C. 168), was
used for those sales in which the related im-
porter acted as the seller of the merchandise.

-Home market price, as defined in
§153.3, Customs Regulations (19 CFR
153.3), was used for Boston, Manuli and
Plasturopa, since such or similar mer-
chandise appears to be sold in the home
market in sufficient quantities, at prices
equal to or above the cost of production,
to provide a basis of comparison for fair
value purposes. With regard to Comet,
verfled cost and home market and third
country price information was not re-
ceived in time to permit analysis. Ac-
cordingly, the fair value was based on
constructed value using the best evidence
available (19 CFR 153.5 and 153.6). That
evidence has been determined to be the
highest cost of production data of an-
other Italian manufacturer of such or
similar merchandise.

In accordance with § 153.31(b), Cus-
toms Regulations (19 CFR 153.31(b)),
pricing and cost of production informa-
tion was obtained concerning export and
appropriate home market sales of pres-
sure sensitive plastic tape from Italy dur-

- ing the period December 1, 1975, through
June 30, 1976.

c. Purchase Price. For the purpose of this
tentative determination of sales at less than
falr value, purchase price has been calculated
on the basis of the c1f. price to US. custom-
ers. Deductions have been made for ocean
freight,and shipping expenses, Italian iniand
freight, insurance and brokerage costa, as
appropriate

d. Ezporter's Sales Price. For the purpose
of this tentative determination of sales at

18, 1977
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less than fair vaiue, exporver’s sales price has
been calculated on the besis of ths prios o
the unrelated United States custogaers, Wil
deductions .for transporietion, insuranos,
United States customs duties, handliing cosis,
and sciling expenses, a3 appropriate.

e. Home Merkel Price. Por tho purposes of
this tentative determinetion of sales at less
than fat- 7alue, adjustmentas have been made
on the tuliowiog bases. The home market
7rice has been calculated on the basis of the
delivered price in the home market to un-
related purchasers, with edjustments for dif-
Terences ip merchandise sold to tbhe two
ruariets. as appropriate.

I the case of Plasturopa. adjustment
was made for differences in delivery and
vommission expenses in the two markets.

in the cese of Boston. adjustment was
nade {or differences in inland shipping,
cash discounts, commissions and packing
costs between Lthe two markets.

In ke cuse of Manuli, adjustments
have been made on the following bases.
For comparison with purchase price, ad-
justments have been made for differences
in casnh discount, freight expense and
comnrrissions granted sales agents in the
nome mairket 1In accerdance with
§ 153.10¢b}, adjustment has been made
for astual selling expenses incurred in
the home markef, up to the amount of
selling expenses incurred in the United
States market.

¥. Constructed Velue. The fair velue for
Comet was calculated on the basis of the
constructed value, as determined by the sum
< the co:ts of materials and of fabrication
or oiker processing involved in producing the
merchandise, plus an amount for general
exypenses, incuwred by another manufacturer
producing such or similar merchandise, plus
an amount for profit equal to that required
by section 206(a) (2) (B) of the Act, plus the
cost of all containers and coverings and other
expenses incidental to placing the merchan-
dise in condition, packed ready for shipment
to the United States.

g. Result of Fair Value Comparisons. Using
the above crileria, preliminary analysis sug-
gests that purchsse price and/or exporter's
sales price probably will be .lower than the
home market price of such or similar mer:
chandise. Comparisons were made on approx-
tmately 73 percent of the sales of the sub-
Ject merchandise to the United States by
waanufactirers during the investigative pe-
riod. Margins were tentatively found ranging

1omn 2 10 24 percent for sales made by Boston

on 100 percent of the soles compared, rang-
ing from 2 to 206 percent for sales made by
Comet on 89 percent of the sales compsared,
and from 1 1o 27 percent for sales made. by
Manull on 80 percent of tbe sales compared.
‘Tentatively, no raargins have been found on
sales by Plasturopa.

Accordingly, Customs officers are-being
directed to withhold appraisement of
pressure plastic tape measuring over one
and three-eighths Inches in width and
not excesding 4 mils in thickness, from
Italy, other than that produced and sold
by Plasturopa. in accordance with
§ 152.48 Customs Regulations (18 CFR
152.48).

In accordance with § 153.40. Customs
Regulattons (18 CFR 153.40), interested
persons may present written views or
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srguments, or regussd in eritieg thet -
tho Becretexy o e Treasury affoxd an”

the Commissionsr of Cusboms, 1301 Con-
stitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C.
29228, in time to be recelved by his office
on or before February 28, 1877. Buch
requests must be accompanied by a state-
ment cutlining the issues wished to be
discussed.

Any written views or srguments should
likewise be addressed to the Commis-
sioner of Customs in time to be received
in his office on or before March 21, 1877.

This notice. which is published pur-
suant to § 153.35(b), Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 1563.36(d) ), shall become
effective Pebruary i8, 1977. It shall cease
tor be effective at the expiration of Au-
gust 18, 1977, unless previously revoked.

Jouw H. HARPER,
Acting Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury.

FEBRUARY 14, 1977.
[FR Doc.77-5125 Piled 3-17-77.8:45 am]

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

CENTRAL OFFICE EDUCATION AND
TRAINING REVIEW PANEL

Meeting

The Veterans Administration gives no-

tice pursuant to Pub. L. 92-463 that a
meeting of the Central Cffice Education
and Training Review Panel. authorized
by Section 1780(b), Title 38, United
States Code. will be held in Room AS53
Veterans Administration Central Office,
810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washingion
DC on March 21, 1877, at 10 am. The
meeting will be held for the purpose of
reviewing the decision of the Director,
Veterans Administration Regional Ofice.
San Diego, California, that disaliowed
further enroliments in the FPREP pro-
gram and denied educaticnal assistance
to any eligible persons already enrolled
in the PREP program conducted by the
College of the Desert, 43-500 Montersy
Avenue, Palm Desert, Californis 92280.
The efiective date of the decision is De-
cember 17, 1976.
* 'The meeting will be open to the public
up to the seating capacity of the confer-
ence room. Because of the limited seat-
ing capacity, it will be necessary for those
wishing to attend to contact Mr. Bernard
D. Duber, Acting Chief, Fileld Operations,
Education and Rehablilitation Service,
Veterans Administration Central Office
(phone 202-389-2850) prior to March 15,
1977.

Dsated: February i4, 1977.

R. L. RounssusH,
Administrator.

{FR Doc. 776180 Filed 2-17-77;8:456 em}

INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION
iRo. 868427}

ARKANSAS INTRASTATE FREIGHT g,
AND CHARGES—1970

Petition for Investigation of Intrg
Freight Rates and Charges Withir
State of Arkansas

By joint petition authoerized under
tion 13(3) of the Interstate Comn
Act, filed August 23, 1876, petitioner
common carriers by railroad® subje
Part I of the Interstate Commerce
and salso operating in intrastate .
merce in the State of Arkansas, re:
that this Commission institute en &
tigation of their Arkansas intra
freight rates and charges, under se |
13 and 15a of the Interstate Comn
Act, wherein they will seek an orde:
thorizing them to increase such rate:
charges in the same amounis appi
for Interstate application by this ¢
mission in Ex Parte No. 305-RE.

" creassed Freight Rates and Chs

1275—Recyclable Materials.

By teriff fled with the Ark:
Transportation Commission, petiti
sought to make the increases gra.n‘
Ex Parte 305-RE, supra, applicabi
Arkansas intrastate trafiic, eﬂ'ectit{(
vember 15, 1975. Following suspensit
order dated November 14, 1975, a
subsequent hearmg regarding said
held on Fehruary 11, 1978, said Con
sion denied the increases by repori
order deted March 1, 1976.

Petitioners contend that present i
state freight rates from, to, and w
Arkansas are just end reasonsable
that the proposed intrastate rates
not exceed 8 just and reasonable .
that transportation conditions for i
state traffic in Arkansas are not
favorable than forinterstate traffic;
traffic moving under present Ark:
intrastate rail freight rates and ch.
fails to provide its fair share of ¢
ings; and, that the present Arkanse-
trastate rail freight rates and ch:
create undue and unreasonable ac
tage, preference, and prejudice bet
persons and localitles in intrastate
merce within Arkansas and inter
and foreign commerce, and result ir
due, unreassonable, and unjust disc
nation against and an undue burde
interstate commerce in violation of
tion 13 and 15a of the Interstate (
merce Act, among_ others, to the e
that they do net include the incr
authorized in Ex Parte No. 308

supra.

~ 1 Chieago, Rock Island and Prcific Ral

Comnany; The Kansss City Southern Re
Crmapany; loniglans & Arkensas Ra
Qompeny; Misegurt Pecific Rafiroad

pany; £5, Lonie-San Prancisco Ballway

‘pary; avd £8. Louls SBouthwestern Ba
- Company.
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Associnte Administrator,
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STHLFT FAUMCE, Fhm,
Gren? ~f Patitian to Commaned Dafext

This notica sontunces the granting of
R petition hy Rtusrd Paunes, PhD., of
Ponmorrl, NI, that the Nationasl Bigh-
rmy Ke™s  Sofoty Adminhtration
commanoa o, pnesading to dstovmine
whether £n jeove an o-ler pornant o
Beontiey 1820 n€ §hn Platicmnal Trafic
and 2Mortnr Yohinle Batety Act (15 TJ.B.L.
1204 et 03, Srch) ey order, B Iesued,
manld grooctey Framd 2atar Oomosny $0
ritiats i petifastisng and remedy came
paign 10 corTrt p rafaty-reletad dafent,

Tha ratitien alireeg thetl 1972 Capri
naconagar oorm, manuiasturrd he Torgd
Yntary Commny pnd cold theavah ity
Lincein-Plerou deslers, moy fnorrnna
rate imoeonaty decionad ard rromifos,
tured stabiliors bars in 2 fong rieron.
sifn svuters, and fhat ancriingly gl
vehictza o ta’n A defent vhialy ralatos
tn motor vakhiele safoty,

The file numlar ecrigned to tha ot
tion §s PL.004, .

“(Sec. 102, Fuh, 1. 03-409; £3 Phat 3470 (18

MR.C. 1A1T); O™ Taticne of suthnity % 49
7 15D ark MR)
Trsuied on Moy 23, 1977,
Dareer . CARTER,
Asseriale Administr~ter,
Rfoter Vehirle Progrome.
[T5R D00 .77--15187 Tlled 5-57-77;8:45 s}
SR oA T e 2 e R SR e T
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AQENCT: Uaited States Trezsury De-
poziraont.

2ACTION: Ratarminaticn of saleg st Joss
thon frir yohue,

SMMARYT: This nciicn {5 ta 2dvise the
mhlie that an entidmning jronctigation
ke goonited in A detezTaivatisn that
precsure s2rsitive plastic ton messuring
av>e op2 cnd three-cights firches in
wiith snd net evceeding four mils in
thickness from Jtaly is bsing prld 5t 1=
than feir vohrs under the Antidumning
Act. (Sales of Jess than feir yalue gener-
s1ly oneur vhen the price of rarchendise
for exportation tn the United Statog g
fecy then the price of such £z gimilar
merchendise rold in the bhome market or
to third countries.) This ceer 5 Laing
referred ta the United Sictre Interms.
tional Trrde Commission for aq deter-
mination concerning possikie infnry to
an Industry in the United State<,

i
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FFPFECTIVE DATE: May 81, 1977,

- FOR VORTHER INFORMATION CON-

TACY:

David K. Chapmen, Operations Ofilcer,

‘Duty Acsessipemt Diviston, United
Btates Customs Bervice, 1301 Constitu-
tion Avcnuz NW. Washington, D.C.
20229, {elephone 303--588-5403.

SUUPPLEMENTARY TNFORMATION:
Information vas x=ceived in proper form
on Avril 8, 187%, frnm the Minnesota
Mining and Mappfosturing Company of
Kt. Paui, Miunesota, alieging that pres-
sure sensitive pirstic tape from Italy was
keoing sold atf less then fair value within
t™e meaning of the Antidumping Act,
1921, sg emended (18 11.8.C. 180 et seq.)
refaered 0 4n this notice as “the Act™).
e infarmation was the subject of an
CATSumpig Tronseding Notice” which
na pukiehed In the Pravral REGISTER of
Pry 34, 1974 (Al PR, 19880) . The “Anti-
¢nmping Tronasding Notice” Indicated
that thara man ovtdenna rn roge™d con-
emning Infury o ot Yikelihood of Injurye
ta o7 remeention of establishment of an
o Mnvatry tn tha Tintted SBtates,

e Seeretary omelnded that s ten-

T sen emald ngd reason-
2 the vsuel six-month
o~inry peoied ke this
r73 e~tended to no morz
£2d a “Natice of Exton-
7 Period” to that ef-
L - o the Fenewat, Brs-
FATTrerhae 17, 1878 (A1 TR

Srivstary of the
¢ I the Frowsarn
48, 1657 (41 e

jc" 2l Ay

1ot -

Dorzmrrranren ¢7 Banms ar Less Tan

$amere §
v deu«uu:&.‘::.

that fer the rea-
bolew, precours sensitive las-
s E 2l T one end thres-
cizhihg Inches I width snd not escecd-
e fovr miy S Sstess fromy ISRly
ot than fhe preduned and zold by
Flatumens, iz batng, o7 43 1kaly to bo,
go¥l £t 1o thew 2ndr vnlua within tho
penning of rzofen 921 (0) A tha Ast (10

i Tl A8
WAL M),

Brareirery o7 Praccve o) YWEICHE TS
DEoremoyagras Is Ranm

The ressong and ha-an for the above
dateminetion ava pg {10~

(0} Seame of the inpestigntion. It ap-
raoars that £3 precant, of impexts of the
mthirct merskrndiea fre—1 Ifely was man-
weaturnd be far eampanjes: Manull
Autcedasivi Sip.A., Milan, Itely (Man-
ulf), Boston Sp A Milan, Xtaly (Bos-
tom), Comet S.ARA. B.0.A., Como, Jtaly
(Comet), and Plestnropa-STPA 8.a.8.,
Florepee, Italy (Tlagturopa). Therefore,
the investigatinm was limited to these
four manufacturers, ’
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(b) Basis of comparison. For the pur-
pose of considering whether the mer-
chandise in question is being, or is likely

_to be, s0ld at less than fair value within
the meaning of the Act, the proper basis
of comparison is between purchase prics
and the home market price of such or
similar merchandise on gales by Boston,
Plasturopa and Comet and between pur-
chase price or exporter’s sales price and

» the home market price of such or simflar
merchandise on sales by Manull. Pur-
chese price, as defined in section 203 of
the Act (12 US.C. 162), was used in the
cases of Boston, Plasturopa and Comet
since all export sales by those three com-
panies appear to be made to non-relnted
purchasers in the United States. Pur-
chase price was also used for certain sales
by Manuli where the merchandise was
purchased ‘by a non-related customer
prior to the exportation from Italy. Ex-
porter’s sales price as deflned in section
204 of the Act (19 U.8.C. 183), was used
for those sales in which the related im-
porter acted as the seller of the
merchandise.

Home market price, as defined in sec-
tion 153.3, Customs Regulations (19 CFR
153.3), was used since such .or similar
merchandise was sold in the home mar-
ket in sufficient quantities, at prices
equal to or above the cost of production,
to provide a basis of comparison for fair
value purposes..

In accordance with section 153.31(b),

Customs Regulations (19 CFR 153.31

(b)), pricing and cost of production in-
formation was obtained concerning ex-
port and appropriate home market sales
of pressure sensitive plastic tape from
Italy during the period December 1, 1975,
through June 30, 1976.

(¢) Purchase price. For the purpose of
this determination of sales at-less than
fair value, purchase price has been cal-
culated on the basis of the c.if. price to
U.8. customers. Deductions have been
made for ocean freight and shipping ex-
penses, Italian inland freight, insurance
and brokerage costs, as appropriate.

(d) Ezxporter’s sales price. For the pur-
pose of this determination of sales at less
than fair value, exporter’s sales price has
been calculated on the basis of the price
to the unrelated United States custom-
ers, with deductions for transportation,
insurance, United States customs duties,
handling costs, and selling expenses.

(e) Home market price. For the pur-
pose of this determination of sales at less
thaen fair value, adjustments have been
made on the following bases. The home
market price has been calculated on the
basis of the delivered price in the home
market to unrelated purchasers, with ad-
Justments for differences in merchandise
sold to the two markets, as appropriate.

In the case of Boston, adjustment was
made for differences in inland shipping
expenses, cash discounts, commissions
and packing costs between the two
markets.

In the case of Comet, rdjustment was
made for differences in inland freight,
cash discount and commissions between
the two markets.
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In ths case of Plasturops, adjustment
wes made for differcnces in dellvery cx-
penses and commissions between the
two markets.

In the case of Manuli, adjustment wes
mede for differences in cash discounts,
inland freight expenses and commissions
between the two markets in all ceses. In
eccordance with Section 153.10(b), Cus-
toms Regulations (19 CFR °:2.i10(b)),
adjustment was made for actual selling
expenses incurred in the some market up
to the amount of selling expenses in-
curred in the United States market, in
those cases where home market price was
compared to sales made to the United
States on which exporter’s sales price
applied.

The -issue has been raised in what
circumstances home market sales at
prices below the cost of production might
be included with other home market
sales at prices equal to or greater than
the cost of production under Section 205
(b). Section 205(b) of the Act requires
that if the Secretary determines that
home market sales made at less than the
cost of preduction have been made over
an extended period of time and in sub-
stantial quantities, and are not at prices

which permit recovery of all costs within

8 reasonable period of time in the normal
coursc of trade, such sales shall be dis-
regarded in the determination of foreign
market value and thereby the fair value.
In this case, it has been determined that
although some home market sales by
Manuli occurred at prices less than the
cost of preduction, these sales cccurred
in less than substantial quantities within
the meaning of 8ection 205 (b) of the Act,
and therefore have not been disregarded
in computing home market price. It has

further been determined that home mar- -

ket sales at prices less than the cost of
production, by Plasturopa, Comet, and
Boston have coccurred in substantial
quantities over an extended pericd of
time and at prices not permitting recov-
ery of all costs within a reasonable pe-
ricd of time in the normal course of
trade. These sales have therefore been
disregarded in computing home market
price for these manufacturers.

(f) Result of fair value comparisons.
Using the above criteria, purchase price
and/or exporter’s sales price was found
to be lower than the home market price
of such or similar merchandise. Com-
parisons were made on approximately 76
percent of the merchandise sold to the
United States by manufacturers during
the investigative period. Margins were
found ranging from 0 to 17 percent for
sales made by Boston on 71.5 percent of
the sales compared, ranging from 2 to
18 percent for sales made by Comet on
77.3 percent of the sales compared, and

-from 1 to 26 percent for sales made by

Manuli on 80 percent of the sales com-
pared. No margins were found on sales
by Plasturopa.

The Secretary has provided an oppor-
tunity to known interested persons to
present written and oral views pursuant
to §153.40, Customs Regulations (19
CFR 153.40).

The United States International Trag,
Commission i3 being advised of thy
determination. .

This determination is being publishey
pursuant to section 201(d) of the Agp
(19 US.C. 160(d)).

Dated: May 20, 1977.

Heway C. StockmLL, Jr.,
Acting General Counsel.

[FR Doc.77-15487 Fled 5-27-T7:8:45 am])

INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION

[Nottce No. 400)
ASSIGNMENT OF HEARINGS

‘May 25, 1977.

Cases assigned for hearing, postpone-
ment, cancellation or oral argument ap-
pear below and will be published only
once. This list contains prospective ag.
signments only and does mot include
cases previously assigned hearing dates.
The hearings will be on the issues as
presently reflected in the Official Docket
of the Commission. An attempt will be
made to publish notices of cancellation
of hearings as promptly as possible, but
interested parties should take appro-
priate steps to insure that they are no-
tified of cancellation or postponements
of hearings in which they are interested.

MC 111231 (Sub-203), Jones Truck Lines,
Inc., now assigned July 21, 1977 6t Chica~
go, Ilinois, hearing canceled and the ap-
plication is dismissed.

MC 138420 (Sub-14), Chizek Elevator &
Transport, Inc., now being assigned July
21, 1977 (2 days) at Chicago, Illinois, in
8 hearing room to be later designated.

MC 110563 Bub 187, Coldway Food Express, .
Inc., Extension Denver Meats now being °
assigned June 21, 1977 (9 days) and July
19, 1877 (8 days) at Denver, Colorado and
will be held at the Court of Appeals, Divi- R
slon Two, US Oourthouse, 1961 Stout ..
Btreet_and at the Tax Court, Room 587,
US Federal Building and Courthouse, 1961
SBtout Street respectively.

AB 52 Sub 7, Atchison, Topeks and Santa
Fe Rallway Company Abandonment Be-
tween Cushing and Bhawneos in Payne, Lin-
coln and Pottawatomie Counties, Okla-
bhoma now assigned June 1, 1977 at S8haw-
nee, Oklahoma is cancelled.:

MC 134922 Sub Nos. 214, 210, 217, 201, and
226, B. J. McAdams, Inc., and MC 19157
Sub Nos. 24, 27, 28 and 32, McCormack's
Highway Transportation, Inc. now being
essigned June 27, 1977 for prehearing con-
ference at the Office of the Interstate Com-
merce Commissian in Washington, D.C.

MC 128007 (Sub-No. 91), Hofer, Inc., now
being assigned July 26, 1977,°at Jefflerson
City, Mo. in s hearing room to be later
designated. - :

ROBERT L. OswaLp,
Secretary.

IFR Doc.77-15375 Filed 5-27-77:8:45 am |

[Notice No. 171)

MOTOR CARRIER BOARD TRANSFER
PROCEEDINGS
Mavy 81, 19717.
Bynopses of orders entered by the
Motor Carrier Board of the Commission
pursuant to sections 212(b), 208¢(a), 211,
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APPENDIX F

TREASURY DEPARTMENT NOTICES ON PRESSURE SE&SITIVE
PLASTIC TAPE FROM WEST GERMANY AS PUBLISHED IN
THE FEDERAL REGISTER .




{rom business venturss, investment, and
cmployment in the other country, and
would tnclude provisicns for nondiserime
jnation tn tax treatment and for od-
ministrative cooperation in resolving -
come tax questions. ’
Comments are invited on the ncome
sax aspects of doing business in Hungary.
interested persons may wish to refer to
the income tax conventlons recently con-
cludéd by the United Btates with
romania and Poland and to the model
draft treaty issued by the Treasury De-
partment on May 18, 1876. Comments

should be submitied in wriling to As-

sistant Secretary for Tax Policy, Charles
M. Walker, U.8. Treasury, Washington,
D.C. 20220 as promptly as possible so
that they may be taken into account in
the September discussions.
Dated: August 24, 1876.
Davip 8. FOSTER,
International Tax Counsel and
Director, Office of Interna-
tionnl Taz Affairs.

|FR Doc.76-25288 Filed 8-27-76,8:45 am}

KNITTING DRACHINES FOR LADIES’
SEAMLESS HOSIERY FROM ITALY

Antidumping; Determination of Sales at
Less Than Falr Yelue

Information was received on July 15,

1975, from Rockwell International, Read-

ing, Pennsylvania, alleging that knitting
machines for ladies’ seamless haosiery
from Italy were being sold at less than
fair value within the meaning of the
Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended (19
U.8.C. 160 et seg.) (referred to in this
notice as “the Act”). On the basis of this
information and subsequent preliminary
favestigation by the Customs BService,
an “Antidumping Pmceeding -Notice”
was published in the PEpErat. RzGISTER of
August 15, 1975 (40 F.R. 34424). . .

The Becretary determined that it was
inadvisable tn take tentative action with-
in the normal G-month investigatory
paried. The investigatory period in this
case was therefore extended to 8 montha
and a “Notice of Extonsion of Investi-
gatory Perlod” to that effect was pub-
lished In the ¥Firnzrar RegisTen of Feb-
ruary 12, 1876 (41 F.R. 6289) .

A “Withholding of Appreisement No-
tce” issued by the Secretary of the
Treasury was published in the Peperat
RecisTER of May 21, 1976 (41 F.R. 20899).

DETERMINATION Ov Batzs AT LESS THAR
FaiR VaLoz

I hersby determine that, for the rea-
Aons stated below, knitting machines foy
ladies’ geamless hostery from Italy ave
belng, or ore likely to be, sold at less
than fair value within the meaning of
?§C)t)ion 201(a) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 160

BTateMen® oF REasons on WHICH Tris
DeTERMINATION Is Baszp

The reasons mnd bases for the above
determination are as follows:

8. Scope of the Investigation. It ap-
I<ars that 95 percent of imports of the

’
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gubject wmerchendise from Italy were
manufecturel by either Billl-Mates,
8.p.4., Fiorence, italy, or Dilonaid Frap-
eesco & IHgli, &/N.C., Rrescia, Jtaly.
Therefore, the investigation was Umited
to these two rmnaufacturers.

b. Besis af Comparison. For ithe pur~
poses of eonzidering whether ihe mer-
chandise in guestion is belng, or is lizely
to be, 50ld ot leas than fair value within
the meaning of the Act, the proper hesis
of comparison for Bil.onati Francesco &,
Figlt, 8N.C. Is between purchasz price
and the home merket price of such ot
similar merchandise. Purchase price, as
defined in sgection 203 of the a&ct (18
U.8.C. 182), was used since oll export
sales were made to non-related custom-
ers in the United States. Flome market
price, as defined in section 153.2, Customs
Regulations (19 CFR. 153.2), was used
since such or similar merchandise ap-
pears to be scld in the home market in
sufficient quentities to provide a basls of
comparison for fair value purposes.

‘The proper basis for comparison for
Billi-Meatec, 8.p.A., appears to be be-

tween purchase price and the con-

structed value of such or similar mer-
chandise. Constructed value, as defined
in section 208 of the Act (19 U.S.C. 185),
was used since all sales of such or similaz
marchandire In the home market and to
third coruntries were at less than cost of
production.

¢. Purchase Price. For the purposes of
this final determination of sales at less
than fair value, adjustmenis have been
made on the following bases. In accord-
ance with section 153.31(b), Customs
Regulations (39 CP.R. 153.31(h)), pric-
ing information was obtained concern-
ing imports of knitting meachines fof
ladies’ seamiess hosiery from Xtaly dur-
ing the pericd March 1 through Octo-
ber 31, 1875, from both companies.

In the impori transaction, all of the
merctiandise was purchased, or agreed
t0 be purchsased, prior to the time of ex-
portation by the persons by whom or for
whneg arcnunt it was imported, within
the mesaning of the Act. The purchase
price bas been calculated on the basis of
the cif., duty paid, price to unrelated
T 8. purchasers. Deductions have been
made for transportation expenses, in-
cluding Italian inland freight, U.5. im-
port duties, insurance and installation
and interest expenses, where applicable.
An addition has been made for rebates
of indirect tames made upon the ¢x-
portation of this product, as appropriate,

d. Home Biarket Price. For the pur-
poses of this final determination of sales
ot less than {falr value, adjustments have
bgen made on the following bases. The
homo market price for Dilonati ¥Fraen-
cesco & Figll, 8.N.C. was calculated on the
basts of the delivered price in the home
market {0 unrelated purchasers. Adjust-
ments have been made for installation
expenses, for discounts, and for diffez-
ences in commissions in the two mar-
kets, as approprinste. Adjustment for
commissions relates 1o commissions pald
on certain cales in both markets. Ad-
justment for.discounts relates to quan-
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Wiy dlseourids sctuslly ztven to home
market purchiazers,

@, Congbracicf Value. The fair value
for gxm-mm. 8.p.A., was ealculated on
the basis of ted valug. The con-
structed valve o the sum of the costs of
materials and of fabrication or other
proceszsing inpvolved in producing the
merchandise, plus an amount for gen-
erel expenses egual to that actually in-
curied by thiz menufacturer in sales of
merchandise of the same general class or
k.mq 28 the mevchendise under consid-
eration plus an amount for profit equal to
that required by saction 206(a) (2) (B) of
the Act, plus the cost of all containers
and coverings and all other 2xpenses in-
cidental to placing the merchandise in
condition, packed ready for shipment to
the United States.

f. Resyll of Fair Value Comparisons.
Using the above criteria, purchase price
was found %0 be lower than the home
market price or constructed value, as ap-
prepriate, of such or similar merchandise.
Comparisons were made on approxi-
mately 100 percent of sales of the sub-
Ject merchandise to the United States by
both manufecturers during the investi-
gative period. Margins were found, rang-
Ing from 45.8 percent to §3.3 percent,
with & weighted average margin of 61.78
percent, for sales made by Billi-Matec,
S.p.A., on 100 percent of the sales com-
pared, and from 3 percent to 25 percent,
with & weighted average margin of 17
percent, for szles made by Dilonati
Francesco & Figli, SN.C., on 85 percent
of the sales eompared.

The United States Internstional Trade
Commission is being advised of this de-
terminsation. ’

This determination is being published
pursuant to section 201(c) of the Act (19
T.8.C. 160(c)).

Davm R. MacpoNaLp,
Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.

Avcust 24, 198786.
IFR Doct.76-25332 Filed 8-27-76:8:45 am]

PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE
FROM WEST GERMARNY

Antidumping Proceading Notice

On August B, 1976, iInformation was re-
ceivgd in ecceptable form pursunnt to
sections 163.28 and 153.37, Customs Reg-
ulations (18 CF.R. 153.26, 153.27), from
the Minnesots Mining and Manufuctur-
ing Company (3M), indicating the pos-
sibility that pressure semsitive plastic
tape from West Germany is being, or is
Litely to b2, sold ot less than fair value
within the meaning of the Antidumping
?ct.) 1921, &5 amended (19 U.8.C. 160 et

eq.).

There i3 evidence on record concern-~
ing injury to or likelihood of injury to or
prevention of estahlishment of an in-
dustry- in the Uniteq States. This evi-
dence indicates that decreasss n employ-
ment and underutilization of production
facilitles have occurred tn the U.S. in-
dustry during the last 8 years. The evie
dence also fndicates that the petitioner's
share of the U.S. market hes declined
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since 1972, and that 1276 tmports of the
subject merchandise from West Germany
hg_}'e increased more than threefold from
1973.

Having conducted a preliminary inves-
tigation as required by § 153.29 of the
Customs Regulations (19 CF.R. 153.29),
and having determined as a result
thereof that there are grounds for so
doing, the U.8. Customs Service is insti-
tuting an inquiry to verify the informa-
tion submitted and to obtain the facts
necessary to enable the Secretary of the
Treasury to reach a determination as o
the fact or likelihood of sales at less than

fair value.

A summary of information received
from all sources is as follows:

The information recelved tends to indi-
cate that the prices of the merchandise soid
for exportation to the United States are less
than the constructed value.

This notice is published pursuant to
section 153.30 of the Customs Regulations
(19 C.F.R. 153.30). ’ ~

Davip R. MACDONALD,
Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury.

AUGUST, 25, 1976.

|FR Doc.76-25333 Filed 8-27-76;8:45 am])

" {Public Debt Series No. 22-76]
TREASURY NOTES OF SERIES £E-1980
" Interost Rates
S ’ Avucust 25, 1976.
I. INVITATION FOR TENDERS

Dated and bearing interest from Sep-
tember 14, 1976: Due September 30, 1980.

1. The Secretary of the Treasury, pur-
suant to the authority of the Second
Liberty Bond Act, as amended, invites
tenders on & yield basis for $2,000,000,000,
or thereabouts, of notes of the United
States, designated Treasury Notes of
Series E-1980 (CUSIP No. 912827 FY 3).
The interest rate for the notes will be
determined as set forth in Section III,
paragraph 3, hereof. Additional amounts
of these notes may be issued at the aver-
age price of accepted tenders to Govern-
ment accounts and to Federal Reserve
Banks for themselves and as agents of
foreign and international monetary au-
thorities. Tenders will be received up to
1:30 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving time,
Tuesday, August 31, 1976, under competi-
tive and noncompetitive bidding, as set
forth in Section I hereof.

II. DescripTION OF NoTES

1. The notes will be dated Septem-
ber 14, 1976, and wiil bear {nterest from
that date, payable on a semiannual basis
on March 31 and September 30, 1977, and
thereafter on March 31 and Scptember
30 in each year until the principal
amount becomes payable. They will
mature September 30, 1980, and will not
be subrect to cell for redemption prior to
maturity,

2 The income derived from the notes
1s subject to all taxes imposed under the
"-Nn'-v.w-' B avanvia Mada ¢ 1084 Thea nntes
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ore subject to estate, inheritance, gift or
other excise taxes, whether Federal or
State, but are exempt from all taxation
now or hereafter Imposed on the prin-
cipal or interest thereof by any State, or
any of the possessions of the United
States, or by any local taxing auiuority.

3. The notes will be accenvable to se-
cure deposits of public moneys. They will
not be acceptable in payment of taxes.

4. Bearer notes with interest coupons
attached, and notes registered as to
principal and interest, will be issued in
denominations of $1,000, $5,000, $10,000,
$100,000 and $1.000,000. Book-entry notes
will be available to eligible bidders in
multiples of those amounts. Interchanges
of notes of different denominations and
of coupon and registered notes, and the
transfer of registered notes will be
permitted.

5. The notes will be subject to the gen-
eral regulations of the Department of the
Treasury, now or hereafter prescribed,
governing United States notes. :

III. TENDERS AND ALLOTMENTS

1. Tenders will be received at Federal
Reserve Banks and Branches and at the
Bureau of the Public Debt, Washington,
D.C. 20226, up to the closing hour, 1:30
p.m. Eastern Daylight Saving time,
Tuesday, August 31, 1976. Each tender
must state the face amount of notes bid
for, which must be $1,000 or a multiple
thereof. and the yield desired, except
that in the case of noncompetitive
tenders the term “noncompetitive”
should be used in lieu of 8 yield. In the
case of competitive tenders, the yleld
must be expressed i{n terms of an annual
yield, with two decimals, e.g., 7.11. Frac-
tions may not be used. Noncompetitive
tenders from any one bidder may not
exceed $500,000.

2. Commercial banks, which for this
purpose are defined as banks accepting
demand deposits, and dealers who make
primary markets in Government securi-
ties and report daily to the Federal Re-
serve Bank of New York their positions
with respect to ‘Government securities
and borrowings thereon, may submit
tenders for account of customers pro-
vided the names of the customers are set
forth in such tenders. Others will not be
permitted to submit tenders excent for
their own account. Tenders will be re-
celved without deposit from banking in-
stitutions for their own account, Feder-
ally-insured savings and loan associa-
tions, States, political subdivisions or in-
strumentalities thereof. public pension
and retirement and other public funds,
international organizations in which the
United States holds membership. foreign
central banks and foreign States. dealers
who make primary markets in Govern-
ment securities and report dally to the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York their
positlons with respect to Government se-
curittes and borrowings thereon, and
Government accounts. Tenders from
others must be accompanied by payment
of 5 percent of the face amount of notes
applied for. .

3. Immediately after the closing hour
tenders will be opened, folowing which

public announcement will be made by
Department of the Treasury of

amount and yield range of accepteqt
Those submitting competitive tep
will be advised of the acceptance or
jection thereof. In considering the
ceptance of tenders, those with the o~
yields will be accepted to the extent
quired to attain the amount offered. 4
ders at the highest accepted yield
be prorated if necessary. After a de
mination is made as to which tep
are accepted, a coupon rate will bs
termined at a % of one percent ir
ment that translates into an averag:
cepted price close to 100.000 angd a lo
accepted price above 99.000. That ra
interest will be paid on all of the n
Based on such interest rate, the pric
each competitive tender allotted wi
determined and each successful com:
tive bidder will be required to pay
price corresponding to the yield bid.:
calculations will be carried to !
decimal places on the basls of pric
hundred, e.g., 99.923. and the detern
tions of the Secretary of the Tre:
shall be final. The Secretary of the T

ury expressly reserves the right toa

or reject any or all tenders, in wh

in part, including the rieht to accep!

ders for more or less than the §2

000,000 of notes offered. and his g

in any such respect shall be final. Sv

to these reservations, noncomps

tenders for $500,000 or less without s

yield from any one bidder will &

cepted in full at the average prict

three decimals) of accepted comm

tenders.

IV. PaYMENT

1. Settlement for accepted tend
accordance with the bids must be
or completed on or before Septemt
1976, at the Federal Reserve Ba
Branch or at the Bureau of the -
Debt, Washington, D.C. 20226. Pa;
must be in cash, in other funds im
ately available to the Treasury by
tember 14, 1976, or by check dra
the order of the Federal Reserve
to which the tender is submitted,
United States Treasury if the ter
submitted to it, which must be re
at such Bank or at the Treasury n
than: (1) Thursday, September $
if the check is drawn on a bank
Federal Reserve District of the B
which the check is submitted,
Fifth Federal Reserve District in t!
of the Treasury, or (2) Tuesday, &
ber 7, 1876, if the check is draw
bank in another district. Checks r
after the dates set forth in the pre
sentence will not be accepted unle
are payable at a Federal Reserve
Payment will not be deemed to ha'
completed where registered notes
quested if the appropriate ider
number as required on tax retur
other documents submitted to the
nal Revenue Service (an individu
clal security number or an er
identification number) is not fur
In every case where full paymen

! Average price may be at, or more
than 100.000.



ire of catalytic converter
10t present an unreason-

ith or injury to the public.-

-13, which had been estab-
zentral repository of all
ted safety material, will
:losed, effective as of the
this notice, and no rule-
ake place with respect to
thout further notice.

of Defects Investigation
A, will continue to monitor
italytic converter safety
‘he docket will he reopened
interest demands it. The
; comments; including in-
iorts of ODI recently filed,
ble for inspection in the
2t Room, Room 5108, 400
t, S.W., Washington, D.C.

bruary 24, 1977.

RoOBERT L. CARTER,
sociate Administrator,
Hotor Vehicle Programs.

372 Filed 3-2-77:8:45 am]

No. IP76-11; Notice 2]
VOST CAR, INC.

temption From Notice and
Inconsequential Noncompli-

: grants the petition by
‘nc. of Ste. Claire, Quebec,

exempted from the notifi-
medy requirements of the
ific and Motor Vehicle
5 U.S.C. 1381, et. seq.) for
.oncompliance with 49 CFR
* Vehicle Safety Standard
¥indow Retention and Re-
; petitioned on the basis
icompliance was inconse-
; relates to motor vehicle

he petition was published
2, 1976, (41 FR 52933) and
y afforded for comment.
85.2.1 of Standard No. 217
rt that the emergency roof
with a GVWR of more than
provide “an opening large
mit unobstructed passage.
xjor axis horizontal at all
ellipsoid generated by ro-
its minor axis an ellipse
or axis of 20 inches and a
? 13 inches.” The ellipsoid
cross section of the human
equirement must be met
8 is overturned on either
tangle formed by the Pre-
on 60 Prestige models, and
t units, manufactured be-
1iber 1973 and October 1976,
had its long sides (24
lel to the sides of the bus
she short sides (17 inches)
ta it. This means that the
fnches) fails by a margin
es on each side to pass
emergency roof exit.
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Petitioner’'s argument that the non-
compliance is inconsequential as it re-
lates to motor vehicle safety is that
although the width of.this opening is 3
inches too narrow. there is a compen-
sation in that the height of the opening
is 11 inches greater than is required.
Petitioner submitted photographs show-
ing four different male subjects of vari-
ous sizes existing through both the non-

.compliant opening and one that meets

the minimum requirements of Standard
No. 217. It argued that their pictures
demonstrated that it is “easier, safer,
and faster to escape” through the Pre-
vost opening.

No comments were received on the
petition.

The agency has reviewed and found
persuasive the arguments and support-
ing photographs submitted by Prevost.
Using sheets of plywood to simulate the
roof Prevost cut complying and noncom-
plying openings to approximate the po-
sition of the openings relative to the
ground when a bus is overturned. These
photographs demonstrate that the
Standard No. 217 opening is best utilized
by crawling out head or feet first. Pre-
vost’'s noncomplying opening appears to
afford the same means of crawling exit
with no apparent increase in difficulty as
well as an additional means of exiting
upright, by passing one leg through the
opening followed by the torso and the
other leg. The ability to exit standing
appears to be due to the vertical dimen-
sion of the opening being 11 inches
greater than the standard’s minimum
requirement.

Accordingly petitioner has met its
burden of persuasion and it has been de-
termined that the noncompliance is in-
consequential as it relates to motor
vehicle safety. The petition by Prevost
Car, Inc. is hereby granted.

(Sec. 103, Pub. L. 93-493, 88 Stat. 1470 (15
8.C. 1417); delegations of authority at 49
CFR 1.50 and 49 CFR 501.8.)

Issued on February 24, 1977.

ROBERT L. CARTER,
Associate Administrator,
Motor Vehicle Programs.

{FR Doc.77-6373 Flled 3-2-77:8:45 am]

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Office of the Secretary

PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE
FROM WEST GERMANY

Antidumping; Withholding of Appraisement
Natice

Information was received on August 5,
1976, that pressure sensitive plastic tape
from West Germany was being sold at
less than fair value within the meaning
of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 160 et seq.) (re-
ferred to in -this notice as the “Act”).
This informatfon was the subject of an

“Antidumping Proceeding Notice”” which

12385

was published in the Feukprat Recrster
of August 30. 1976 ¢41 FR }6521). Tte
“Antidumping Proceeding Notica” 1ng:-
cated that there was evidence un rerorn
concerning injury to or likelihondg ot 11-
jury to or prevention of establi.nment «f
an industiy in the United Stares.
Subsequent to the initiation of the in-
vestigation it has been concluded that
it is inappropriate to include within the
scope of the investigation merchandise
other than pressure sensitive plastic tape
exceeding one and three-eighths inches
in width and not exceeding four mils in
thickness. Accordingly, insofar as the
scope of this notice is concerned, mer-
chandise other than pressure sensitive
plastic tape exceeding one and three-
eighths inches in width and not exceed-
ing four mils in thickness is not included.

TENTATIVE DETERMINATION OF SALES AT
Less THAN Fair VALUE

On the basis of the information de-
veloped in the United States Customs
Service investigation and for the reasons
noted below, pursuant to section 201¢h)
of the Act (19 U.S.C. 160(b)), I hereby
determine that there are reasonable
grounds to believe or suspect that the
purchase price or the exporter's sales
price of pressure sensitive plastic tape
from West Germany is less, or is likely
to be less, than the fair value, and
thereby the foreign market value of such
or similar merchandise,

STATEMENT OF REASONS oN WHICH THIS
DETERMINATION Is BASED

(a) Scope of the Investigation. It ap-
pears that all imports of the subject mer-
chandise from West Germany were
manufactured by Brass and Co. GMBH,
Prankfurt, West Germany (Brass), Nopi
GMBH, Flensburg, West Germany
«Nopi), and Beiersdorf A.G., Hamburg,
West Germany (Beiersdorf). Therefore,
investigation was limited to these three
manufacturers.

(b) Basis of Comparison. For the pur-
poses of considering whether the mer-
chandise in question is being, or is likely
to be, sold at less than fair value within
the meaning of the Act, the proper basis
of comparison appears to be between
purchase price and the home -market
price of such or similar merchandise on
sales by Brass. Purchase price, as defined
in section 203 of the Act (19 U.S.C. 162)
was used as all export sales by Brass were
made to a non-related customer in the
United States. On sales by Nopi and
Beiersdorf, the proper basis of compari-
son appears to be between exporter's
sales price, as defined in section 204 of
the Act (19 U.S.C. 163). and home market
price. as sales in the United States are
made by importers who are related to the
exporters of the merchandise. Home
market price, as defined in section 153.3,
Customs Regulations (19 CFR 153.3), was
used since such or similar merchandise
is sold in the home market in sufficient
quantities to provide a basis of compari-
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mformirmluepum Eome sales

. ip the home market, g alleged, were gt -

Jess than the cost to produce, However,

after disregerding those stles made oves’

an extended period of time and in gub-
tantial quantities and &t prices which do
not permit recovery of all casts in a rea-
sonable peried of time, there remained
sufficient home market sales with which
to determine fair value.

(¢) Purchase Price. For the purposes
of this tentative determination of sales
_at less than fair value, adjustments have
been made on the following bases. In
accordance with § 153.81(b), Customs
Regulations (19 CFR 153.31(b)), pricing
information was obtained concerning
sales of pressure sensitive plastic tape
from West Germany during the period
of May 1 through August 31, 1978, for
sales by Brass.

In the import transactions, 2l of the
merchandise was purchesed or agreed
to be purchased, prior to the time of
exportation, by the persons by whom or
for whosz account it was imported within
the meaning of section 203 of the Act.
The purchase price has been calculated
on the basis of the ¢. and {. price to US.
customers. A deduction was made for the
inland and ocean transportation costs
included in the prices.

(d) Exporter's Sales Price. Pricing
information was obtained concerning
sales in the United States during the
period February 1 through August 31,
1876, for Beiersdorf and April 1 through
August 31, 1976, for Nopi. The exporter’s
sales price represents sales to United
Btates wholesalers. Deductions . have
been meade for ocean freight and insur-
ance, brokerage charges, inland freight,
United States import duties, commis-
slons, cash discounts, and for expenses
incurred in selling the merchandise in
the United States. In addition, costs of
manufacturing opreations performed in
the United States were deducted when
incurred.

{e) Home Market Price. Fbr the pur-
poses of this tentative determination of
sales at less than fair value, adjustments
have been made on the following bases.
The home market price has been cal-
culated on the basis of the delivered
price in the home market to wholesalers.
Adjustments have been made for the
differences in amount of tape sold per
individual roll in the two markets.

In the case of Brass, adjustments were
made for freight, commissions, cash dis-
counts, and cutting and credit cost dif-
ferentials in the two markets.

In the case of Nopi, adjustments have
been made for inland freight and insur-
ance, cash discounts, bonus payments to
purchasers, and commissions. An adjust-
ment has also been made for selling
expenses incurred in the home market,
but not exceeding the amounts incurred
in the United States, as provided by
§£153.10(b) Customs Regulations (19
CVR 153.10(b)).

In the case of Beiersdorf, adjustments
n¢ been made for cash discounts,

FEDERAL
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ponus payments, e CABNS REc.
However, in acoordanee with § 188.10(),

the adjustment for selling expences m-
curred i the home mariket was mode to
an amount not in excess of thoss ex-
panses incurred in the United States
market. As inland freight in both mar-
kets is stated to be the same, no adjus%-
ment is Necessary.

() Result of Fair Value Comparsion.
Using the above criteria, preliminary
anglysis suggests that purchese price
and/or exporter’s sales price probably
will be lower than the home market price
of such or similar merchandise. Com-
parisons were made on approximately 85
percent of the subject merchandise cu-
ported to the United States by the three
West German manufacturers during the
investigative period. Marging were tents-

. tively found ranging from 3 to 7 percent

for sales made by Brass on nearly 100
percent of sales compared, from 1 to 12
percent for sales made by Nopi on 20
percent of sales compared, and from 1
to 28 percent for sales made by Belers-
dorf on 80 percent of sales compared.
Weighted average margins across each
firm’s entire sales were approximately 12
percent for Brass, 2 percent for Nopi and
15 percent for Beiersdori.

According, Customs officers g&re being
directed to withhold appraisement of
pressure sensitive plestic tape measur-
ing over one and three-eighths inches in
width and not over four mils in thick-

ness from West Germany, in accordencg-

with §153.48 Customs Regulations (19
CFR 153.48).

In sccordance with § 163.40 Customs

Regulations (12 CFR 1563.40), interested
parties may present written views or
arguments, or request in writing that the
Becretary of the Treasury afford an op-
portunity to present oral views.

Any requests that the Becretary of
the Treasury afiord an opportunity to
-present oral views should be addressed
to the Commissioner of Customs, 1301
Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20229, in time to be received by his
office not more than 10 calendar days
from the publication of this notice. S8uch
requests must be accompanied by a state-
ment 'outlining t.he issues wxshed to be
discussed.

Any written views or arguments should
likewise be addressed to the Commis-

sioner of Custems in time to be recetved”

in his. office not more than 30 calendar
days from the publication of this notice.

This notice, which is published pur-
suant to section 153.35(b), Customs Reg-
ulations (19 CFR 153.35(b)), shall be-
come effective on March 3, 1977. It shall
cease to be effiective at the expiration of
6-months from the date of publication
unless previously revoked.

JoHN H. HARPER,
Assistant Secretary of theoTreaaury
FEBRUARY 25, 1977.
IFR Doc.77-6396 FPiled 8-2-77;8:45 am}

@ﬁho@ﬂ@w'

-M&E@?UNWED@WW‘U

@Jmﬂnuamwﬁmﬁ
Pex ©F

Notice is given that
Btotes S8avings Bonds,
States Post Offices s
termination afects on
of iImvestors since mos
already stopped sellin
Investors who buy sav
ofidces may make m
mercial banks, thrif
other entities qualific
Part 317 as issuing a: -
savirigs bonds. Balil ;
made from any Fede
or Branch or the Bu
Debt, Washington, D
may be directed to BMr -
penny, Bureau of the |
ington, D.C. 20226 (2!

Effective date: Th
effective on Merch 28,

Dated: February 25.‘

Fiscal Ass
|FR Doc.77-6314 Pllec

VEVERANS ADW

GERIATRIC RESEARCH
CUNICAL CENTER?
MITTEE N
. Meeti
The Veterans Ads -

notice pursuant to P

& meeting of the G

Education and Clinice

- Committee, authorize

will be held in Cont

‘Veterans Administrat

810 Vermont Avenue,
DC on March 24 and &
ing will be for the pu
and evaluating the C
Education and Clinics
and advising the Vet:
tion on selection, dev
plementation. The (
the Veterans Admir
the Assistant Chief M
Extended Care. -

The meeting will be
up to the seating caj
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 ;
and from 8 am. to 1
To assure adequate
those who plan to att
Dr. Richard Fller,
mental Committee B

-Administration Centr.

ton, DC (202-382-385
19,1977.

Dated: February 25
R.

{FR D00.77-6342 File:

DEGISTER, VOL 42, NO. 42-THURSDAY, MANCH 9, 1977



24586

'DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

. Customs Service
(040575)

AMERICAN MANUFACTURER'S PETITIO

Receipt of an ‘American Manufacturer’'s
Petition To Revoke Duty-Free Treatment
Under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences for Diuron Formulated into a
'Wem;ble Powder and Imported From
srael : . )

AGENCY: United States Customs Serv-
ice, Department of the Treasury.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of American
manufacturer's petition.

SUMMARY: The Customs Service has
received a petition from an American
manufacturer of chemicals requesting
that diuron formulated into a wettable
powder not be granted free entry under
the Qeneralized System of Preferences
(GSP) when imported from Israel. The
petitioner does not Lelieve that the prod-
uct meets the reguirements set forth in
the law for duty-free treatment under
GSP. : ’

DATES: Interested persons may com-
ment on this peiition. and comments
must be recejved on or before July 11,
1977. C

ADDRESS: Comments may be addressed

to the Commissicner of Customs, Attene

tion: Special Projects and Programs
Branch, 1301 Constitution Avenue NW,,
Washington, D.C. 20228.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CON-
TACT: ’

Ronald W. Qerdes, Attorney, Bpecial
Projects and Programs Branch, United
States Customs Bervice, 1301 Consti-
tution Avenue NW.. Washington, D.C.
20229. (202-566-5766). :

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:
’ BACKGROUND

A petition has been filed under sec-
tion 516 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1516), by E. 1. du

~ Pont de Nemours & Company of- Wile
mington, Delaware., an American manu-
’acturer of chemicals. The petitioner
requests that diuron formulated into a
wettable powder not be granted free ene
try under the Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) when imported from
Israel. The petitjoner believes that the
‘product does not meet the "“value-added”
requirements to quaiify for free entry
under GSP. :

Under section 503 of the Trade Act of

1974 (19 U.S.C. 2463). in order to gualify
" for duty-free entry under the Qeneral-
ized System of- Preferences. 365 of the
final appraised value of the merchandise
must consist of either direct casts of
brocessing operations performed in the
beneficiary developing country or of

materials prodeeed A e Lo acinry
developing couwiry. The peiitioner indi-
cates thal in ks view the mreducts in

iestion should be elagsified wnder item
403.15 of tha “Kariff Schedules of the
United States with apnraised  velue
based on the Amerlcan Seclling  Prica.
The petitioner further indicates that as
the largest producer of these meterizis
in the United Statas it has supplied in-
formation a8 %o the domestic seiling
price for the merchandise tp the Arca
Director of Customs of the New York
Seaport. The petitioner then Jescribes
the manufacturing process for the goods
and indicates that on the best informa-
tion at ‘its dispasal it does not appear
that any matertals which could be con-
sidered to have been produced in Israel
are used in the manufacture of the
nroduct. Additicnnlly, baced uvon petj-
tioner's knowledse of the praduction
nrocess. petitione® does not believe that
the “Airect costs of procescing onera-
tions” are sufficient to reach 357 of the
American Selling Price for the merchan-
dise. .

This notice is being nubliched iIn ac-

cordance with seetion 175 21¢(a) of the-

Customs Regulations (19 CFR
a)). -
" COMMERTS

"Under %175.214D) of the Customs

175.21

‘Rezulations copies of the submitted pe-

tition are availabia for public inspection
bv Interested parties. Copiss mav be ob-
tained during vegular buciness hours
from Mr. Ronald V. Gerdes, Attorney,
Bpecial Projects and Programs Branch,
United States Customs Service, 1301
Constitution Averrue NW., Washington,
D.C. 20229, (202-54£5-5786).

- @. R. DIcK®RSON,
Acting Commisgioner of Customs.

{FR Doc.T7-18307 Filed 6-8-778:45 am]

Office of tha Secretary

'PRESSURE SENSITIVE PLASTIC TAPE,

MEASURING OVER ONE AND THREE.

1IGHTHS INCHEB Hl WIDTH AND NOT

CEEDING FOU 1LS IN THICKNESS,
FROM WESF GERMANY -

Determination of Sales at Less Than Fair
Value and Discontimmuance of Investigation

AGENCY: United States Treasury De-

partment. .

ACTION: Determimation of Sales at Lesa*
Than Fair Value and Discontinuance,

of Investigation. - .
S8UMMARY: This notice is to advise the

public that it has been determined that.

certain pressure sensitive plastic tape
from West Germany is being. or is likely
to be. sold at Jess than fair value within
the meaning of the Antidumping Act,
1921, as amended. except that produced
and sold by Nopi GMBH and Beilersdorf

.exceeding 4 mils

:.G. Fules ed jess than fajr. value gen:-.

. érolly cteur when the prices of the mer.

zisapdise a0ld for exportation to the.
Jnited Biatgs ars less than the price’c!
such or eimilar merchandise sold in tha
nome wmarket or to third countries. In
the cas2 of Nopl and Beiersdor?, the in.
vestigation is eing discontinued since
it was determined that the extent of

- sales at less than fair value was minima]
-In relation to total sales. Appropriate

assurances have been -received from
those manufacturers that fugure sales
will nol be made at less than fair value.

‘Regarding other sales, this case is beine

referred to the International Trade
Commission {for a determination whether
a United States industry is being in-
jured. '

EFFECTIVE DATE: June 8, 1077.

FOR PURTHER INFORMATION CON-!
TACT: ‘

David P. Mueller, Duty Assessment Di-
vision, Office of Operations, United
States Customs Service, 1301 Consti-
tution Avenue, N.-W., Washington, D.C.
20229 (202-566-5482),

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Information was received in proper form

-on August 5, 1978, from the 3-M Com-

pany, St. Paul, Minnesota. alleging that
pressure sensitive plastic tape from West
Germany was being sold at less than fair
value, thereby causing injury to, or the
likelihood of injury to. or the prevention
of the establishment of an industry in
the United B8tates. within the meaning
of the Antidumping Act, 1821. as
amended (19 U.B.C. 160 et seq.) (referred
to in this notice as “the Act”). On
the basis of this information and sub-
gequent preliminary investigation by the
Customs Service, an “Antidumping
Proceeding Notice” was published in the
Peprral REGISTER of August 30, 1876 (41 -
FR 36521, -

A “Withholding of Appraisement No-
tice” was published in the FxpErRAL Rrc-
1sTer of March 3, 1977 (42 FR 12285,
with regard to pressure sensitive plas-
tic tape from West Germany. In that no-
tice the scope of the investigation was
limited to pressure sensitive plastic tape
exceeding 13 inches in width and not
in thickness.
“Amendment of Withholding of Ap-
praisement Notice” was published in the

Feoeral Recister of March 28, 1977 (42 -
FR 16532), correcting certain errors in -

the notice of March 3. 1877.

"DETERMINATION OF SALES aT Liss THAN

FAlR VALUE AND DISCONTINUANCE OF
INvEsncu’xox .o

I hereby determine that, for the rea-
sons stated below, pressure sensitive
plastic tape, measuring éver one and
three-eights inches in width and not ex-
ceeding four mils in thickness, from West
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sermany 18 being, or is Bikely to be, soid
;;:’tess tgsn fatr value within the mean-
“i¢ of section 201(a) of the Act (19
G.C. 160(2)), In the case of pressure
- nsitive plastic tape, measuring over and
1 tnree-eights inches iz width and not
* seding four mils in thickness. {rom

west Germany produced snd sold by

«.gi GmLH and Belersdorf A.G., I here-

L discontinue the antidumpling im‘estiv-‘ :

LR, .

e=\tEMENT OF REASONS o WrICH THIS
DerErMINATION IS5 Based

The reasons and bases for the above
wsprmination are as follows:

@) SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATION °

searly 100 percent of the imporls of
.~» subject merchandise from West Ger-
~any &re manufactured by Brans and
~~mpany GmbH, Frank{art. West Ger-
--uy (Brgas); Nopi CmbH, Flensburg,

st Germany (Nopi); and Beiersdor{
A G Hamburg, West Gexrmany (B2iers-
;). Therefore, the investigation was
.zited to these three manufacturers.

(B) BASIS OF COMPARISON

FPor the - purposes of considering
whether the merchandise in question is
g, or is likely o be, suld at less than
:r value within the meaning of the

P

en the purcicase price, or ths ox-
¢r's sales price, and the bome rnarket
e oof such or sunilar mercharnviise.
.rehase price. as definsd In sccilon 203
T :he Act (16 U.S.C. 1525, was used on
.‘e3 by Brags, zince ad export salss to
12 United Sta‘ss were mede to & non-
ted customer. On sal:s by Nopi and
rsdorf, the preper basis of eompari-
is between exporter’s sales price, as
ned in seetion 204 of the Act (19
C. 163), since sales in tne United
Iites are made by importers who are
~:1ted to the exporiars ¢f the merchan-
‘ve. Home markgt prics. @s definzd in

11332 Cusfems Regzulaiions (19 CFR -

ey
i,

was used since such or similar
z.archandise is sold in the home market
2 sufficient quantities to orovide a basis
=t comparison for fair vaiue, &
2 the home market, as alleged, were at

© %5 than the cost to produce. However,
er disregarding those sales made over
% exiended period of titne and in sub-
santial quantities and ak prices that do
=3t permit- recovery of all costs inm a
“1ionable period of time, there re-
" iined suffcient home marxet sales with

.tuich to determine fair valye.
, in accordance with §152.31(b), Cus-
=M Regulations (13 CFR 153.31h)),
/7cing information was obtained con-
¥Ung imports arid heme market sales
™ Pressure sensitive plasttc tepe from
‘Vest Germany during the period Febru-
52y 1 through August 31, 1576,

the proper kasis ol comyarison is

P
A=77,
" IGOVICES ,

{C) PUBCHASS PRICE -

. Por the purposes of this determination

of sales at less than fair value, ihe pur-
chase price has teen caleulated on the
basis of & ¢. ana Z. price to the U.B. cus-
tomer. A deduction was made for the in-
iang apd ocean transportation costs in-

"eluded in the price,

| (D) EEPORTER'S SALES PRICE
- For the purposes of this determination

- of sales at less than ialr value, the ex-

porter’s sales price has been calculated
on the basis of the price to unrelated
United Stlates customers.
have been made for ccean freight and
insurance, brokerage charges, inland
freight, United States import duties,
cominissions. casn discounts, and for ex-

enses . incurred in seliing the merchan-
dise in the United States. In addition,
costs of manulxcturing operations per-
formed In the Uxited States were de-
ducted when Incurred.

+E) HOME MARXET PRICE
'For the purpoeses of this determination

‘of sales at lecs than fair value, the home

market price hias eeen calcuiated on the
basis of the delivered price in the home

market to wholesalers. Adjustments have

been made for tne differences in the
amcunt of ape sold per individual roil
m the two markets.

T the case of Braas, adjustments were

mada for freight. commissions, cash dis-
countis, and cutting, production and
credit cost differentials in the two mar-
kets. Counsel for £raas has claimed an
allowance for seiiing and stocking costs
incurred on home market sales but not
a0 saies {0or export to the United States.
These cosls do not bear that direct rela~
tionship to sales envisioned in § 153.10 of
the Customs Regzwdations (19 CFR 153.-
10). These seliini snd stocking costs, in-
curred prior to sale. do not, therefore,
bear a direch relationship to the sales
under c¢onsideration.

A claim for adiustment was also made
by counsel for RBraas regarding the
United States importer's eosts of pur-
chasing Deutsche Mark futures since the
importer was required to make all pay-
ments in Deutscoe Marks. This claim
was disallowed since the optior: of buying

currency futures was at the discretion of

the importer and in nho way affected the
net return to the manufacturer. . .

An allowance for bad debts incurred
by Braas in the home market was re-
quested by counsel. Bad .debts are re-
garded as an overhead expense item
which does not qualify for an allowance
under the provisions of § 153.10, Customs

Regulations (19 CFR 153.10) .

2

Deductions

- 29387

--- In the case of Nopl, adjustments have
" been made for inland freight and insur-

ance, cash discounts, bonug paymerts to
purchasers, and commissions. An adjust-
ment has also been made for selling ex=
penses incurred in the home market, but
not exceeding the amounts tncurred in
the United States as provided by § 153.10

- (b) Customs Regulations (19 CFR 153.10

b)),

In the case of Belersdorf, adjustments
have been made for cash discounts, bonus
payments, freight, and selling expenses.
However, in accordance with § 153.10(b),
the adjustment for selling expensss in-
curred in the home market was made in
an amount not in excess of those ex-
penses incurred in the United States
market.

(F) RESULTS OF FAIR VALUE COMPARISONS

Using the above criterta, comparisons
were made on spproximately 85 percent
of the subject merchandise exvorted to
the United States by the three West
German manufacturers during -the in-
vestigative perind. Margins were ifound
ranging from less thon 1 to 13 percent
for saies made by Braas on neariy 100
percer:t of sgles compared, and from less
than 1 to 11 percent for sales made hy
Heli on 17 percent of sales comupared.
For Beiersdorf, margins under 1 percent
wers found on 42 percent of sales com-
pared. Weighted average margins across
each fitnis sales compared were approxi-
mately 9 percent for Braas, 0.81 percent
ior Mori, and 0.36 percent for Belersdorf.
‘The margins found on sales by Nopi and
Bejersdorf are regarded to be minimal in
relation to the volume of exports by those
manufacturers. Both Nopi and Beiers-
dorf have furnished assurances that fu-
ture sales will be made at prices not less
than fair value.

The Secretary has provided an oppor-
tunity to known interested persons' to
present written and oral views pursuant
to §153.40. Customs Regulations (1
CFR 153.40). . )

The United States International Trade
Commisson {3 being advised of this de-
termination. . . )

The order issued March 3, 1977, to.
withhold appraisement on the subject
merchandise from West Germany, the
notice of which is cited above, is hereby
terminated with respect to Nopi GMBH
and Beiersdorf A.G., effective upon publi-
cation of this notice.

This determination and discontin-

. uance are being published pursuant to

section 231(d) of the. Act (19 US.C.
160(d)), and § 153.38, Customs Regula-
tions (19 CFR 153.38), respectively.

‘Dated: June 3, 1977,

Henry C. StockerL, Jr.,
Acting General Counsel.

(FR Doc.T7-16249 Filed 6-8-77:8:45 am}
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APPENDIX G

PROBABLE ECONOMIC EFFECTS STATEMENT FROM
THE TRADE AGREEMENT DIGEST
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APPENDIX H

TREASURY DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUMS ON LTFV SALES FROM ITALY
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APPENDIX I

TREASURY DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUMS ON LTFV SALES FROM WEST GERMANY
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IDEAL TAPE COMPANY * P.O. Box 828, Lowell, Mass. 01853 Phone: (617) 458-6833, 729-6777, 729-6778
Telex: 94-7420 o Cable: IDTAPCO

July 22, 1977

Mr. Kenneth Mason, Secretary

United States International Trade
Commission

Washington, D.C. 20436

Subject: ANTI-DUMPING ACT INVESTIGATION
NO. AA1921-167

Dear Mr. Mason,

The Ideal Tape Company Division of Chelsea Industries, Inc. is a
manufacturer of pressure sensitive tape. We do not manufacture
the polyester, polypropylene, UPVC film or other plastic tapes
specified in your questionnaire.

However, we have a number of times in the past evaluated the
market for these products. Although we are physically capable
of producing these products, on every occasion we were forced
to recognize that we could not economically compete with foreign
competition. Our normal cost of business plus material costs
left virtually no profit.

We are returning your questionnaire uncompleted for the reasons
stated above. We do strongly support your investigation, as the
import of these filmic tapes has virtually prohibited profitable
participation by U.S. firms.

Very truly yours,

I

Diﬁ£<5ﬁPE(§O ANY"
LAl
/ é 8 L

' Presgident

LAG/1p

A DIVISION OF CHELSEA INDUSTRIES, INC.
PLANTS IN LOWELL, MASS., EXETER, N.H., ST. LOUIS, MO., RENAIX (RONSE), BELGIUM
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KENDALL  poLyken pivision

ONE FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUBETTS 02101« (617) 423-2000

CABLE: KENDALL
TELEX: 94-0503

97 0 2h T

July 11, 1977

P - e
ool - VNS

<
Mr. Kenneth Mason, Secretary
United States International Trade
Commission .
Washington, DC 20436

SUBJECT: ANTI-DUMPING ACT INVESTIGATION
SNO. 2Al1921-167

Deér Mxr. Mason:

The Polyken Division of the Kendall Company is a manufacturer
of pressure sensitive tapes. We do not, however, manufacture
the tapes referred to in your investigation, i.e., polyester,
polypropylene, UPVC film tapes in tan, clear or white.

The pricing of these products in the marketplace, due to im-
ports, is such that we cannot profitably compete. On two
separate occasions, we made a market survey and cost analysis
of these tapes, with the objective of developing two million
dollars in sales meaning increased factory production and
increased employment. The conclusion was that the sales would
not generate a profit for our company. ’

We did attempt at one point to purchase from a European compa-
ny and redistribute to our customers in the U.S. As pricing
eroded, due to fierce competitive activities, so too did the
value of our inventory erode making a return on investment
impossible. For the last two years, we have been out of the
market totally despite the volume opportunity present.

We are returning herewith your 24 page questionnaire uncom-
pleted, since we are not a factor in the U.S. marketplace. We
do support your investigation, as the import of these filmic
tapes has virtually eliminated our profitable participation.

Very truly yours,

THE KENDALL COMPANY

£

E. A. M erson
General Marketing Manager
Polyken Industrial Tape
Division

EAM:eeo

Enclosure .
THE KENDALL COMPANY
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' VTS NC. TAPE
SHUFORD MILLS, INC. RS

July 12, 1977

United States International Trade Commission
Washington, D. C. 20436

Gentlemem:

We have, to the best of our abiiity, completed the enclosed "Pressure
Sensitive Plastic Tape Producer's Questionnaire".

Most of the questionnaire is not applicable to Shuford Mills, Inc. We
are, and have been, vitally interested in the plastic pressure sensitive
. tape segment of our industry.

However, in numerous cost studies we have determined that the apparent
policy by certain European manufacturers of selling in this country at
less than fair value has made domestic manufacturing of these products
unprofitable.

The true damage to our domestic industry is imposs1b1e to assess, as

there are a number of other manufacturers who reached the same conc]us1on
that we have. Therefore few of us have made capital investment, material
purchases, or employee additions to manufacture pressure sensitive plastic
tape. The apparent merchandising of this type product in the U.S.A. at
less than fair value, therefore, not only inflicted damage to the domestic
producers of 1like products but also played a paramount role in restricting
investment and growth within the industry in this country.

Very truly yours,

Vice President - General Manager
Shuford Mills, Inc.

Tape Division

pk

Enclosure

huford’
Suuhl

B 1apest




Library Cataloging Data

U.S. International Trade Commission.
Pressure sensitive plastic tape from

West Germany. Determination of no injury
or likelihood thereof in investigation no.
AA1921-168 under the Antidumping act, 1921,
as amended, together with the information
obtained in the investigation. Washington,
1977.

"USITC Publication 831"

1. Plastic industry and trade--U.S.

2. Plastic industry and trade--Germany
(Federal Republic, 1949- ) 3. Plastic
industry and trade--Italy. 4. Tape, plastic.
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