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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
Investigation No. 731-TA-572 (Final)
CERTAIN SPECIAL QUALITY CARBON AND ALLOY HOT-ROLLED STEEL BARS

AND SEMIFINISHED PRODUCTS FROM BRAZIL

Determination

On the basis of the record! developed in the subject investigation, the
Commission unanimously determines,vpursuant to section 735(b) of the Tariff
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. § 1673d(b)) (the Act), that an industry in the United
States is not materially injured or threatened with material injury, and the
establishment of an industry in the United States is not materially retarded,
by reason of imports from Brazil of certain special quality carbon and alloy
hot-rolled steel bars and semifinished products, provided for in subheadings
7207.11.00, 7207.12.00, 7207.19.00, 7207.20.00, 7214.30.00, 7214.40.00,
7214.50.00, 7214.60.00, 7224.10.00, 7224.90.00, and 7228.30.80 of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States, that have been found by the
Department of Commerce to be sold in the United States at less than fair value

(LTFV).

Background

The Commission instituted this invéstigation effective January 11, 1993,
following a preliminary determination by the Department of Commerce that
imports of certain special quality carbon and alloy hot-rolled steel bars and
semifinished products from Brazil were being sold at LTFV within the meaning
of section 733(b) of the Act (19 U.S.C. § 1673b(b)). Notice of the
institution of the Commission's investigation and of a public hearing to be

held in connection therewith was given by posting copies of the notice in the

"The record is defined in sec. 207.2(f) of the Commission's Rules of Practice
and Procedure (19 CFR § 207.2(f)).
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Office of the Secretary, U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, DC,

and by publishing the notice in the Federal Register of February 3, 1993 (58

F.R. 6976). The hearing was held in Washington, DC, on June 2, 1993, and all
persons who requested the opportunity were permitted to appear in person or by

counsel.



VIEWS OF THE COMMISSION

Based on the information obtained in this final investigation, we
determine that four industries in the United States, consisting of the
domestic producers of (1) free-machining semifinished steel, (2) other special
quality carbon and alloy semifinished steel, (3) free-machining hot-rolled
bars and cut-length rods, and (4) other special quality carbon and alloy hot-
rolled bars and cut-length rods, are neither materially injured nor threatened
with material injury by reason of less than fair value (LTFV) imports from
Brazil of special quality carbon and alloy semifinished steel and hot-rolled
carbon and alloy bars and cut-length rods.'
I. LIKE PRODUCT

A. Statutory Criteria

In determining whether an industry in the United States is materially
injured or threatened with material injury by reason of the subject imports,
we must first define the "like product” and the "industry." Section 771(4)(A)
of the Tariff Act of 1930 (the "Act") defines the relevant domestic industry
as "the domestic producers as a whole of a like product, or those producers
whose collective output of the like product constitutes a major proportion of
the total domestic production of that product . . . ."2 In turn, the statute
defines "like product" as "a product which is like, or in the absence of like,
most similar in characteristics and uses with, the article subject to an

investigation . .3

' Material retardation of a domestic industry by reason of the subject imports
is not an issue in this investigation, and therefore will not be discussed
further.

219 U.S.C. § 1677(&4)(A).

319 U.s.C. § 1677(10).



Our determination of the appropriate like product or products in an
investigation is a factual determination, to which we apply the statutory
standard of "like" or "most similar in characteristics and uses" on a case-

by-case basis.*

Generally, we disregard minor variations and look for clear
dividing lines between possible like products.?

B. Background and Product Descriptions

The Department of Commerce (Commerce) determined on August 12, 1992,
that the subject merchandise of this investigation constitutes two distinct
classes or kinds: alloy and carbon hot-rolled bars and rods of special bar
quality engineered steel, and semifinished products of special bar quality
engineered steel. It defined these classes or kinds of merchandise subject to
investigation as follows:

The term "hot-finished alloy and carbon bars and rods of special
bar quality engineered steel" covers certain hot-finished carbon
and alloy (other than stainless, high speed, silico-manganese, and
tool steel) steel bars and rods, other than forged, which have a
uniform solid cross-section along their whole length and are in
the shape of circles, segments of circles, ovals, rectangles,
triangles, or other convex polygons, and do not conform to the

- definitions for semifinished steel, flat-rolled products, hot-
rolled bars and rods in irregularly wound coils, reinforcing bars
and rods, and wire. The subject bars and rods are of special bar
quality engineered steel that are described in Society of
Automotive Engineers (SAE) J403, J404, J411, J1081, J1249, J1268,
and modifications thereof.

4 In defining the like product, we generally consider a number of factors
including: (1) physical characteristics and uses; (2) interchangeability of
the products; (3) channels of distribution; (4) customer and producer
perceptions of the products; (5) the use of common manufacturing facilities
and production employees; and, where appropriate, (6) price. No single factor
is dispositive, and we may consider other factors relevant to our like product
determination in a particular investigation. See, e.g., Asociacion Colombiana
de Exportadores de Flores v. United States, 693 F. Supp. 1165, 1169, n.5 (CIT
1988).

5s. Rep. No. 249, 96th Cong., lst Sess. 90-91 (1979).

6



The term "semifinished products of special bar quality engineered steel"
covers certain alloy ingots (other than stainless steel, high-speed
steel, silico-manganese steel, tool steel, and high-nickel alloy steel),
and semifinished products of carbon and alloy (other than stainless
steel, high-speed steel, silico-manganese steel, tool steel, and high-
nickel alloy steel) steel, of circular or rectangular (including square)
cross-section with a width measuring less than four times the thickness,
which are continuous cast or have been subjected to no more than primary
hot rolling, which possess a rough surface and do not meet the
dimensional tolerances for bar products, of special bar quality
engineered steel that are described in Society of Automotive Engineers
(SAE) specifications J403, J404, J1081, J1249, J1268, and modifications
thereof. . . .6

The products covered by this investigation are all "special quality"’
steels that fall into two categories: "semifinished" ingots, blooms and
billets; and finished "hot-rolled" bars and rods. The term "semifinished" in

this investigation includes products resulting from both conventional ingot

6 These classes or kinds exclude the following categories of special

quality steels: (1) semifinished carbon ingots; (2) alloy silico-manganese
steels; (3) lead, bismuth, tellurium, or selenium hot-rolled carbon and alloy
bar and rods (lead and bismuth steels); (4) coiled carbon and alloy hot-
rolled bars and rods; and (5) forged carbon and alloy bars.

7 The term "special qudlity bars and rods" includes the following:

Special quality bar and rod is used where the steel is required to be
hot-forged, heat-treated, cold-drawn, machined, or used in particular
structural applications or in high product liability applications.
Special quality bar and rod is produced to be as free from visible
surface defects and excessive chemical segregation as is possible given
the particular metallurgy. Special quality carbon steel bar and rod
generally is subjected to rigorous product analysis and chemical
uniformity which are not typical of merchant quality hot-rolled carbon
steel bars and rods. . . Special quality hot-rolled carbon steel bar
and rod is used in the specialized manufacturing operations for critical
components in high performance machinery.

Certain Special Quality Hot-Rolled and Semifinished Carbon and Alloy Steel
Products from Brazil, Inv. No. 731-TA-572 (Preliminary), USITC Pub. 2537 (July
1992) ("Preliminary determination").




teeming® and continuous casting.? These semifinished products generally are
of much greater diameter than finished hot-rolled bars or rods;'? they have
not been further worked other than undergoing initial hot-rolling; and they
typically are characterized by a rough surface and do not meet the dimensional
tolerances for bar products.

The second major category of special quality steels subject to this
investigation are certain imports of finished "hot-rolled" bars and rods.
These products are manufactured by heating (usually to above 2,200 degrees F)
and reducing a semifinished billet to a final thickness and shape by passing
it through a series of rolls.!' Hot-rolled "bars" are hot-rolled products |
both in cut-lengths and irregularly wound coils.'? Bars may be roﬁnd,
rectangular, and hexagonal, and consist of various diameters frbm 1/2 to 12
inches, with the upper limit for coiled bars being 2 inches.™ The subject

- imports include cut-length hot-rolled bars, but not coiled hot-rolled bars.

8 For a discussion of "ingot teeming" and "continuous casting," see the Staff
Report to the Commission (July 16, 1992) in this investigation ("Report") at
I-16.

9 An "ingot" is the largest semifinished form. It is produced by pouring
liquid steel into a large round shaped mould. When the steel has cooled, the
mould is removed and the ingot is then reheated and hot-rolled into a bloom.
There are no widely accepted precise definitions for a "bloom" or "billet";
the principal distinction is one of size -- blooms are larger than billets in
cross-sectional area and commonly include products greater than 7 inches in
diameter. Billets normally include circular, square or rounded corner square
products typically greater than 4 inches in diameter. Report I-16 n.37.
Semifinished "slabs" used to make flat-rolled products are not included within
this investigation.

0 We note however that certain bars included in these investigations are also
of a substantial diameter.

" 14. 1-18.
2 1d4. 1-14.
B 1d. 1-13 - I-14.



Hot-rolled "rods" are almost always coiled, hot-rolled products of a solid,
approximately round cross section, not under 0.20 inches nor over 0.74 inches
in diameter.'™ The subject imports include cut-length rods, but not coiled
rods.

C. Like Product Analysis

In our preliminary determination, five out of six Commissioners found
two like products consisting of special quality semifinished (billets, blooms,
and ingots) and special quality bars (including coiled and cut-length bars and
cut-length rods). Commissioner Rohr found four like products consisting of
free-machining semifinished steel, other special quality semifinished steel,
free-machining bars, and other special quality bars.’ We noted, however,
that in any final investigatibn we would examine in detail alternative like
products, including a like product of hot-rolled free-machining bars and rods
(free-machining steels).'® Recently, we addressed many of the like product
issues involved with special quality and free-machining bars in the Lead and
Bismuth investigations.'” We found that thére were major differences between
- free-machining bars and rods and other types of special quality bars and rods
and held that the domestic product like the subject imports of lead and

bismuth bars and rods was free-machining bars and rods.

4 1d. Small amounts of cut-length rod are produced by the domestic industry.
As used herein, neither hot-rolled carbon steel bars nor hot-rolled carbon
steel rods include reinforcing bars or rods, which is part of "merchant"
quality steel hot-rolled carbon bars and rods. Id.

5 preliminary determination at 31-44.
6 1d. at 21 n.76.
17 Certain Hot-Rolled Lead and Bismuth Products from Brazil, France, Germany,

and the United Kingdom, Inv. Nos. 701-TA-314 through 317, Inv. Nos. 731-TA-
552 through 555 (Final), USITC Pub. 2512 (June 1992) at 22.
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For purposes of this investigation, we find there are four like
products: free-machining semifinished steel products; other special quality
semifinished carbon and alloy steel products; free-machining hot-rolled bars
and cut-length rodé; and other special quality carbon and alloy hot-rolled
bars and cut-length rods.'® In making this determination we note three
principal like product issues: (1) whether free-machining steels are a
separate like product from other special quality steels; (2) whether there
should be separate like products for semifinished and finished special quality
steels (for both free machining and other special quality steels); and (3)
whether the like product should be limited to only those special quality steel
products produced by the limited group of domestic producers referred to in
this investigation by petitioners as the "Class 1 domestic pfoducers" of
special quality products.

1. Free-machining steel products are a
separate like product from other special
quality steel products
As acknowledged by many of the parties in this final investigation, the

logical result of our determinations in the Lead and Bismuth investigations is

a finding of separate like products for free-machining special quality

'8 Many possible like product issues were not contested by the parties in
this final investigation. None of the parties assert the like product should
include "merchant" quality carbon steel bars and rods. No party argues that
the like product should not include both alloy and carbon special quality
semifinished and hot-rolled steel products. No party contests the
Commission’s preliminary determination excluding forged bars from any like
product. None of the parties have argued that the Commission incorrectly
excluded coiled rods from the like product of special quality bars. No party
contends that silico-manganese and high-nickel alloy steels should not
continue to be included within both the semifinished and hot-rolled special
quality bar like product categories. Finally, the parties do not contest the
inclusion of carbon ingots within the semifinished like product.

10



products.' This conclusion is based on our finding in Lead and Bismuth that

there are major differences between free-machining hot-rolled bars and other
special quality hot-rolled bars.?9 The scope of the subject imports in the
instant investigation excludes one category of free-machining steels, hot-
rolled lead and bismuth steels. However, it includes the other major
categories of free-machining steels, non-leaded resulphurized grades 1100 and
non-leaded resulphurized and rephosphorized grades 1200, and any alloy free-

1

machining steels.?! As set forth in the Lead and Bismuth determination, there

are major differences between non-leaded free-machining steels and other
special quality steels that compel a finding of separate like products even if
lead and bismuth steels are not included in the scope of the products subject

to investigation. The reasoning of Lead and Bismuth indicates that a separate

like product for free-machining steels is appropriate in this investigation.
No information or argument in this investigation alters that reasoning. Such
a like product includes all free-machining hot-rolled steels, including

domestic free-machining lead and bismuth steels.

19 None of the parties in this final investigation has raised any opposition
to the creation of a separate like product for free-machining steels as
contemplated by the Commission’s determination in the Lead and Bismuth
investigations. ’ ’

20 Tead and Bismuth, USITC Pub. 2611, at 11-28.

21 For a discussion of free-machining steels and grades 1100 and 1200, see the
Report at I-7 - I-8.
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2. Semifinished steels of both free machining products
and other special quality products are separate like products
from finished steel products in both these categories
We reaffirm our preliminary determination that there are separate like

products of semifinished steels and hot-rolled bars and cut-length rods.??
The facts we relied on in the preliminary determination generally continue to
be wvalid in this final investigation; i.e., there are relatively significant
processing costs of transforming a special quality semifinished product into a
hot-rolled bar or rod;? many essential characteristics of the special quality
semifinished steel are distinct from those of hot-rolled special quality

bars;?* there is a significant independent market for special quality

22 In analyzing whether a semifinished product should be included in the same
like product with the finished products under investigation, the Commission
typically examines five factors, including: 1) the necessity for, and costs
of, further processing; 2) the degree of interchangeability of articles at
different stages of production; 3) whether the article at an earlier stage of
production is dedicated to use in the finished article; 4) whether there are
significant independent uses or markets for the finished and unfinished
articles; and 5) whether the article at an earlier stage of production
embodies or imparts to the finished article an essential characteristic or
function. See, e.g., Stainless Steel Flanges from India and Taiwan, Inv. No.
731-TA-639-640 (Preliminary), USITC Pub. 2600 (February 1993) at 9.

23 The Vice-President of sales of domestic producer Copperweld Steel Company,
Arthur R. Latanzi, pointed out the necessity for further processing for
semifinished product in order to- create bars:’
[B]illets sold for rolling have a rough finish only and are not produced
to the same size and straightness tolerances. Moreover, they are not
sold for end-use applications, but instead are an intermediate product,
intended to be reheated and rerolled into smaller cross-section
products.
Petitioners’ Prehearing Br., exhibit P-1 at 2, 6.

2 petitioners’ counsel stated:
[T]rue semifinished {is] a product with a rough surface and lacking
dimensional tolerances which is sold to other steel mills for rerolling,
as contrasted with the finished, smooth-surfaced, dimensional-tolerant
products which are sold directly in large cross-sections to the forging,
cold-forming, and other machining industries.

Hearing Tr. 53.
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semifinished steel products;? and a significant quantity of semifinished
special quality steel is used in the manufacture of products that are not
included or specifically excluded from the scope of this investigation.? We
note that there has been a reduction in size of the independent market (i.e.
non-captive) for special quality semifinished since the preliminary
determination from fifteen percent of domestic production to six percent.?’
Although reduced to six percent, we note that such a market represents a very
large amount of absolute tonnage of a significant value.?® 29

Evidence developed in the final investigation provides further support

for our preliminary conclusion that we are reaffirming here.3® This evidence

% petitioners’ incorrectly assert that "at no point in the production process
of special quality products are products taken out of the production process
and inventoried as semifinished products." The fact that six percent of
semifinished production, constituting a large volume of total tonnage, is sold
in the U.S. merchant market and was reported as such by three domestic
producers suggests such an inventory process.

2 preliminary determination at 12-14.

27 Report I-53. This difference was primarily a result of the fact that many
producers of semifinished billets for rod indicated in questionnaire and
supplemental questionnaire responses in the final investigation that they did
not produce special quality semifinished steels. Report I-12. 1In addition,
certain U.S. producers reported production of semifinished steels for internal
consumption which were omitted from their responses to the Commission’s
preliminary questionnaires. 1Id. I-32 n.77.

28 Report I-47, table 8.

29 Commissioner Brunsdale and Commissioner Crawford do not believe that the
absolute dollar amount of the independent market is relevant to the like
product determination. They believe that the significance of the independent
market must be judged relative to the industry as a whole. Otherwise, the
Commission’s like product standards will be different for large and small
industries.

30 petitioners correctly note that the terminology employed by various
domestic producers to describe special quality semifinished products has been
less than exact. Petitioners’ Prehearing Br. at 28. However, in this final
investigation both Commerce and the Commission adopted petitioners’ narrower
(continued...)
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established that industry standard tolerances for hot-rolled bars are
considerably more exacting than those for special quality semifinished

products.31

We also note that a substantial majority of Brazilian imports of
semifinished billets subject to investigation were purchased by Raritan for
use in making wire rods.32 There is significant value added to the
semifinished product in producing finished wire rods, including costs for

reheating, rolling and coiling the billets.33

Finally, we note that while the Lead and Bismuth investigations did not

involve semifinished products (only bars and rods), the analysis of publicly

avallable facts and the reasoning of Lead and Bismuth also support a finding
of separate like products for free-machining semifinished steel products and
other special quality semifinished steel. No information or argument in this

special quality investigation alters that reasoning. In addition, the record

30( . . .continued)

definition of special quality semifinished products, i.e., "a product with a
rough surface and lacking dimensional tolerances which is sold to other steel
mills for rerolling." Hearing Tr. at 53. Thus, the Commission in the final
investigation treated forging billets sold to domestic forgers in excess of 4
inches in diameter with bar tolerances and surface finish as "bars." 1In those
limited instances where bars were mischaracterized as special quality
semifinished product, Commission staff corrected producer questionnaire
responses which mislabeled bars as semifinished products. Report I-12.

31 An affidavit from respondent Co-Steel Raritan’s (a large domestic producer
of other special quality semifinished products and rods) metallurgist, which
was not contradicted by petitioners, states that the semifinished billets
supplied by Acominas could not be classified as bar according to ASTM Standard
Specifications ASTM-A-29 ("Steel Bars, Carbon and Alloy, Hot-rolled and Cold-
Finished"). Applying these standards, the semifinished Acominas billets
supplied to Raritan are consistently out of square, often are not within
length requirements for bars, are too irregularly shaped to meet bar cross-
section tolerances, and do not meet bar straightness requirements. Raritan
Prehearing Br. exhibit 1, Randall Affidavit § 8 at 3.

32 Raritan Preconference Br. at 3-7, 10.
33 14. at 11.
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in this investigation indicates substantial differences between free-machining
semifinished steel and other special quality semifinished steel in terms of
physical characteristics (distinct metallurgy and mechanical properties); end
use (for further re-rolling into free-machining bars for machining); lack of
interchangeability wiﬁh other special quality semifinished steel given a
particular metallurgy; customer perceptions of separate and distinct products;
and production processes.3* None of the parties has argued in this
investigation that free-machining semifinished and other special quality
semifinished steels should not be different like products.
3. The like products are not limited
to those special quality products made
by so-called Class 1 domestic producers
The final like product issue that arose during the Commission’s
investigation was based on petitioners’ new argument that the like product
(and the domestic industry) should be limited to only a group of domestic
producers referred to by petitioners as "Class 1 producers."3® C(Class 1
producers were defined by petitioners as those producers (primarily non-
minimills) who produce higher quality special quality steels in sizes larger
than 3.13 inches in diameter that consistently meet exacting standards.3®
According to petitioners, the special quality products of-so-called Class 2
and Class 3 minimills "differ in size, quality, price, processing and
manufacturing from special qﬁality products subject to'investigation and also

produced by Class 1 producers . "3

34 see also Report I-7 - I-8; D-3 - D-4.

wn

35 petitioners’ Prehearing Br. at 32-41.
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Counsel for petitioners-admitted that petitioners’ so-called "classes"
are not referenced in Commerce’s scope, not mentioned in the petition, not
part of any published industry standards, not the basis for any marketing of
special quality products even by so-called Class 1 producers, and are not a
term of art.3® Petitioners admitted that so-called Class 2 and Class 3
producers manufacture special quality bars and that there is an "overlap of
competition" between the three classes.3? Moreover, the record indicates that
at least one so-called Class 1 producer purchased special quality bars from
so-called Class 2 and Class 3 producers.%0

The Commission finds that it would be improper to define the like
product in the manner suggested by petitioners. Commerce's scope éncompasses
all special quality bar and cut-length rod products in sizes b;th above and

below the size limits asserted to characterize the products of so-called Class

1 producers.4!

It is undisputed that special quality bars in a similar wide
range of sizes are produced by a number of domestic special quality producers,
including so-called Class 2 and Class 3 producers.%? By seeking to eliminate
~ special quality products below 3.13 inches from the like product, petitioners’

argument would have the Commission find a like product that did not encompass

all of the domestically produced products "like" those subject to

38 Hearing Tr. 90-93. None of the industry specialists who testified at the
hearing nor those who provided evidence by way of affidavits in the briefs,
indicated that the so-called "classes" of special quality producers are
referred to as such or otherwise used in any way in the special quality
industry.

39 Hearing Tr. 86, 9%4.

% Questionnaire response.

41 villares Posthearing Br. at 3-7, exhibit 1.
42 14,
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investigation, i.e., omitting special quality bars below 3.13 inches in

diameter. Petitioners cite no authority, and none is evident, for us to omit

a domestic product "like" the articles within the scope.“3

D. Like Product Summary‘“

Based on the foregoing and the Commission’s determination in the
preliminary investigation referenced herein, we find four like products: (1)
free-machining semifinished steels (including lead and bismuth); (2) other
special quality carbon and alloy semifinished steels; (3) free-machining
(including lead and bismuth) hot-rolled bars and cut-length rods; and (4)

other special quality carbon and alloy hot-rolled bars and cut-length rods.%

43 petitioners’ arguments regarding the alleged inability of so-called Class 2
and 3 producers to qualify with large purchasers is contradicted by the
record. Hearing Tr. 160, 166-68, 172-73; Villares Posthearing Br. at 4-5,
exhibits 3-4; purchaser questionnaires; Raritan Posthearing Br., exhibit 7 at
5 § n. Nor is there any meaningful distinction between the manufacturing
processes of the different classes as six of the so-called Class 2 producers
have either ladle refining and/or vacuum degassing, and six have either ingot
casting capability and/or large bloom continuous casting capability.
Petitioners' Posthearing Br. at 24, table 4; Petitioners Prehearing Br. at 32.
Contrary to petitioners’ claims, the record suggests that many so-called Class
2 producers have careful secrap management programs, have high reduction ratios
for higher quality, billet and bloom cast, have extensive billet and bloom
testing, finishing and inspection capability, and produce a wide variety of
alloy and carbon steels to industry approved specifications. Comgare
Petitioners’ Prehearing Br. exhibit P-5 with Raritan’s Posthearing Br.

exhibit 7 at 4; see also Hearing Tr. at 193.

4 petitioners argue that coiled hot-rolled special quality bars should be
excluded from the like product. As in the preliminary investigations,
petitioners provide no evidence to support such an exclusion. See Preliminary
determination at 16 n. 52. 1In this final investigation, we adopt our
reasoning to include coiled bars and cut-length bars as set forth in the
preliminary determination at 16-17 in this final investigation. No new
evidence has been developed by any party which alters the Commission’s
preliminary determinations on this issue.

4 The like products numbered 2 and 4 above include high nickel alloy steels
and silicon manganese steels. Like products 1 and 2 include semifinished
steels consisting of billets, blooms and ingots that possess a rough surface
and do not meet the dimensional tolerances for special quality bar products.
(continued...)
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II. DOMESTIC INDUSTRIES AND RELATED PARTIES

Section 771(4)(A) of the Tariff Act of 1930 defines domestic industry
as:

the domestic producers as a whole of a like product, or

those producers whose collective output of the like product

constitutes a major proportion of the total domestic production of

that product.4®

In defining the domestic industry, the Commission may exclude those
domestic producers from the domestic industry who are "related parties." The
statute defines related parties as producers who are "related to the exporters
or importers, or are themselves importers of the allegedly . . . dumped
merchandise. "4’ 1In this investigation, Raritan is a substantial domestic
producer of semifinished other special quality steels who also purchased
subject imports of semifinished steels from an importer of record. Raritan's
large purchases of semifinished imports from Brazil throughout the period of
investigation constituted the dominant share of the importer’s imports.
Accordingly, it appears that the relationship between Raritan and the importer

of record is so close that Raritan is "related to . . . importers, or are

themselves importers" for the purposes of the related party provision.%8

45( .. .continued)

Not included within the four like products are merchant quality semifinished
and hot-rolled bars and rods, special quality coiled rods, special quality
large forged bars, stainless steels, and tool steels.

4619 U.S.C. § 1677(4)(A).

47 The C