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OFFICE OF' THE SECRETARY 

UNITED STATES 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20436 

April 22, 1977 

To whom it may concern: 

In the interest of providing more productive hearings in the investigation 
of the probable domestic impact of changing from the current "chief value" 
method of classifying textile imports to a "chief weight" method for 
classifying such imports (inv. No. 332-82), the United States Interna­
tional Trade Commission is making public its staff prehearing report to 
the Commission on the investigation. The staff prehearing report should 
provide interested parties with information that lo.Till·; in the event they 
choose to appear at the Commission's hearings or to submit briefs to the 
Commission, provide a better basis for information to be presented in the 
testimony or briefs. In view of this newly available information you are 
invited. to appear at any of the Commission's hearings or to submit briefs 
to the Commission on this subject. 

The public hearings in connection with the investigation will be held in 
Charlotte, N.C., on April 26, 1977, New York, N.Y., on May 10, 1977, 
Los Angeles, Calif., on May 24, 1977, and Washington, D.C., on June 7, 
1977. Reqtiests to appear at the public hearings should be addressed to 
the Secretary, United States International Trade Commission, 701 E Street 
NW., Washington, D.C. 20436, and should be received not later than noon 
of the fifth calendar day preceding the hearing at which an appearance is 
requested. 

The staff prehearing report submitted herewith has not been reviewed by 
the Commission and, where positions are taken, it does not necessarily 
represent the views of the Commission. It is essentially a briefing 
paper prepared by the Commission's staff on this investigation, to prepare 
the Commissioners for the hearing. In many of the statistical tables, 
only partial statistical data were available for this report, but trends 
and generalities can be deduced from the data. Full data will be 
presented· to the Commission by the staff in its final report. The Com­
mission will then prepare its report to the President based on the finai 

·staff report and information obtained from the public hearings, briefs 
filed by interested parties, and other sources. 

;z;~ 
-· Kenneth R. Mason 

Secretary 
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PREFACE 

In response to a request dated January 5, 1977, by the President 

of the United States, the· United States International Trade Commission 

instituted an investigation on January 7, 1977, under section 332(g) 

of tbe Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1332(g)), to determine 

the probab;Le domestic impact of changing from the current "chief value" 

method of classifying textile imports to a method by which textiles 

would be classified according to the fiber that constituted their 

"chief weight." Public hearings in connection with the investigation 

will be held in Charlotte, N.C., on April 26, 1977, New York, N.Y., 

on May 10, 1977, Los Angeles, Calif., on May 24, 1977, and Washington, 

D.C., on June 7, 1977. The full text of the President's request is as 

follows: 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Most textile imports composed of two or more fibers currently are 
classified for tariff purposes according to the value of the component 
fibers. For example, a cotton-polyester blended shirt is classified 
as a cotton shirt if the cotton component has a greater value than the 
polyester component. This practice is consistent with the current 
General Headnotes of the Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS). 

The "chief val-µe" method of classifying textile articles has been 
criticized on the grounds that it is unstable and unduly difficult to 
administer. It is argued that these problems would not exist if tex­
tile articles were classified on the basis of the weight of the com­
ponent fibers, rather than on the basis of their value. 

In order to assist the Executive Branch in deciding whether to recommend 
a change in the basis for classifying blended textile imports, I hereby 
request the USITC, pursuant to section 332(g) of the Tariff Act of 1930 
(19 U.S.C. 1332(g)), to undertake a study of the probable domestic 
impact of changing from the current "chief value" method of classifying 
textile imports to a method by which textiles would be classified accord­
ing to the fiber that constituted.their chief weight.· This study should 
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include a consideration of the probable impact of such a change on United 
States customs procedures, on rates of duty, on reliability of trade 
data, and on U.S. production, consumption, and market~flg of textiles 
and apparel, as well as any other domestic effects of such a change that 
the USITC considers relevant. 

It is understood that much of the basic data that the USITC will require 
for this study will have to be develop~d by the Customs Service in 
connection with the processing of import entries. I am, therefore, 
requesting .the Secretary of the Treasury to ensure that the USITC has 
the as~istance and cooperation of the Customs Service in the conduct 
of this study. 

I further request .that this study be completed as quickly as possible, 
and that the results be reported to the Chairman of the Textile Trade 
Policy Group, the Special Representative f~r Trade Negotiations, for 
receipt on the President's behalf. Following receipt of this report, 
the interagency Textile Trade Policy Group will review the legal and 
policy effects of changing to a "chief weight" method of classification, 
including the potential international effects of such a change upon 
U.S. obligations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
under the Arrangement Regarding International Trade in Textiles, and 
under u~s. bilateral international textile agreements. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 



INTRODUCTION 

Background of this investigation 

At the present time, textile articles madeoftextile and nontextile 

materials and textile articles composed of 2 or more textile fibers are 

generally classified in the applicable provision of the Tariff Schedules 

of. the United States Annotated (TSUSA) for duty, quota, statistical pur-

poses on the basis of the component material of chief value. 

On September 22, 1976, Senator Herman E. Talmadge introduced an 

amendment to-H.R. 2177 on behalf of several textile trade organizations 

which, in effect, would have changed the method of classifying imports 

of certain articles of cotton and man-made fiber blends from the current 

method based on chief value to one based upon weight. y It is our 

understanding that the proposed amendmen_t was prompted primarily by 

changes which had occurred in the price relationship between cotton 

and polyester fibers in the period of time since the Tariff Schedules 

of the United States (TSUS) became effective in 1963. At that time· the 

price of polyeste1· staple fiber was significantly higher than the price 

of cotton. An article consisting 

.!f The Talmadge arnendJrient to H.R. 2177 provided--

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, for the purposes 
of the tariff schedules an article to which this schedule 
applies, 90 percent or more of the total fiber content of 
which consists, by weight, of cotton and man-made fibers--

(a) Shall be treated as if it were in chief value of 
cotton if 65 percent or more of the total fiber content of 
the article consists, by weight, of cotton (wheth~r the 
article is in chief value of cotton or not)'· and 

(b) Shall be treated as if it were in chief value of man­
rnade fiber if less than 65 percent of the total fiber con­
tent of the article consists, by weight, of cotton (whether 
the article is in chief value of man-made fiber or not). · 
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of a blend of the two fibers would, therefore, have had to contain only 

a rc·l:ihvc·ly sm.111 3JT1()unt 0f polyester to make the article dutiable 

under the man-made fiher provisions of the TSllS which generally carry 

much higher duty ratf's thcin the corresponding provisio~ for articles 

of cntton. This sit1rntion h<1s ch:mge<l jn recent ye~rs as a result of 

inn·pac:dng cotton prfr<'s :nrl <lf"ri·<'a,ing polyester fjher prices, t" the 

point when• a significantly gr<'atcr arnc1LU1t of polyester can be use1l i11 

cottnn/polyf'ster bJends wHhnut affect .ing a change in clrtssificat inn 

from the duty provisions for cotton articles to the provisions for 

<1rticle' of man-made flbrr. further, the textile trade organization' 

which '1tpporte<l this amF>11d111Pnt clajm that many cotton/polyester hlP111lc. 

(e.g.; SO% cotton; 50% p0lyester) which had previously been classif iP.1 

in r.hi 0 f v~lui:> of man-made fihPrs <1re nO\\' classifie1l in chief val11P ,,f 

cottnri :m<l are heing enterPd under the relatively 10wer duty rates 

appfir::ihle to articles of cntton. /\memorandum prepared by such 

texti 1° tr::i+:.> organizations expresses the view that the foregoing clac.c.i 

fir:;:it-inn re,1Jlt' are contr::iry to the intent of (t)ng1·ess in enacting tlw 

tF:•yt i 1° rrnvision' of th 0 T~US. 

ft is our understanding that the Hon0rable Fre•lPrick B. Dent, 1 hP 

thPn ~p0rjq] ReprPs 0 nt::it ive fqr Tra'.1<:> Negotiations, advised thf> SP11:l1 •· 

F'in;:inr 0 ':l')mmittPe nf hi.:. cnnc~rn th:it the runendment to ILR. 2177 h~· ~·-11it~ir 

rr·, ·involve technical implementation problems anci result 
i.n vi.ofation of most U.S. bilateral textile agreements, 
all of whi.ch depend for their implementation on the 
t::irjff cJ::is,jfic::ition of textile imports; and 
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(2) violate the rights under the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade of foreign suppliers of textiles 
to the United States. !f 

In response to these objections, Senator Talmadge, in a letter of 

September 29, 1976, to Ambassador Dent, stated that he had withdrawn 

his amendment to H.R. 2177, in order to penilit the govel1llTlent to study 

and·evaluai:e his proposed legislation and to report back to the Senate 

Finance Committee at the earliest practicable date. 

In January of 1977, the· Office of Textiles; U.S. Department of 

. Commerce, submitted a study evaluating Senator Talrnadge's proposed 

legislation to the Senate Finance CoT!'111littee. That study was prepared 

under the direction of the Textile Trade Policy Group, chaired by 

.Ambassador Dent. The principal findings of the. study were: 

(1). 

(2) 

(3) 

An analysis of the various fiber prices and the types 
of blends being imported indicate that the changes in 
fiber prices up to the present time have had little 
effect on Ulstorns' classification of blends for duty 
purposes. 

Based on discussions with fiber economists and such 
studies as are available, it does not appear that 
cotton can command in the market place for any extend­
ed period the premium prices over man-made fiber which 
would require large-scale change in classification 
practices for blends. 

Senator Talrnadge's amendment, by changing the classi­
fication of a substantial number -of cott.on and rnan­
made fiber blended textile products, would not only 
increase duties on these products but would also result 
in some trade now classified in cotton categories of 
the bilateral textile agreements being classified 
instead into man-made fiber categories. This skewing 
of the trade into man-made fiber categories could be 
considered as violating many of the bilateral agree­
ments. It could lead to legitimate requests by the 
bilateral partners to raise the restraint levels of 
man-made fiber categories and groups. 

1/ Tariff Treatment of Cotton/Manmade Fiber Textile Blends, An Evalua­
tion of a Pro osal to Alter the Chief Value Classification Srstem, a study 
prepar or t e Senate Finance ColTllTllttee y t e 0 ice o ext1 es, U.S. 
Department of Corrmerce, under the direction of the Textile Trade Policy 
Gro1m. Ambassador Frederick B. Dent. Chainnan. nP. 2. 



(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

4 

Although; on a theoretical basis, this problem could 
·be handled administratively, as a practical matter 
for textile import restraint agreement purposes 
incorrect classifications and statistics could not 
be avoided. 

A large number of textile duty rates were bound in the 
Kennedy Round and changes in classification practices 
which changed some of these duty rates would probably 
be construed as a nullification or irnpainnent of 
benefits derived from GATT Trade Agreements. The United 
States would probably have to negotiate compensation 
or face retaliatory action under GATT. 

The study found that many of the problems inherent in 
the classification system which would be established 
by the amendment would be eliminated if a chief-
weight system were applied for all textiles and apparel, 
that is, the blend would be classified simply on the 
basis of which fiber component was greatest by weight. 
The study also indicated that such a system might also . 
have a substantial number of other accompanying benefits.'!/ 

In addition, the study recomnended that any major changes in the present 

classification system for textiles and apparel should be postponed until 

interested goverrunental agencies could review a detailed study which 

, it was recorrvnended should be undertaken by the U.S. International Trade 

.Comnission, on the potential consequences of a complete change to a chief 

weight classification system for textile articles. '}:./. 

As a result of this recommendation the President on January 5, 1977, 

requested the Conmission to investigate the probable domestic impact of 

changing fran the current chief value method of classifying textile 

imports to a method by which textiles would be classified according· to 

the fiber that constituted their chief weight. The Corranission instituted 

its investigation (No. 332-82) on January 7, 1977. 

1/ Id., pp.4-6. 
±J Id., pg. 6. 
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Chief weight method of classification 

With limited exceptions, the chief weight method is not currently used 

in determining the classification of textile articles in the TSUS. There-

fore, in order to provide the requisite basis for assessing the probable 

domestic impact of changing to_a chief-weight method _of classifying imports 

of textile articles, it is necessary to establish appropriate guidelines 

or rules which, if enacted into the TSUS, would provide for the change 

to chief weight. Proposed rules, together with an explanation thereof, 

were issued on February 8, 19.77, and. published in the Federal Register on 

February 14, 197; 1/ and connnents thereon were invited. - . - . 

As a consequence of the C©Jtments received, the proposed rules for 

determining chief weight were modified and republished on· April 11, 1977, 

(42 F.-R. ). '!:../ The modified rules are as follows: 

For purposes of determining chief weight in the conduct of 
investigation 332-82, the provisions of the TSUS applicable to 
imports of textile articles should be treated as if they had 
been amended as follows: 

(a) by deleting headnote 7 to schedule 3 and slibstituting 
in lieu thereof the following new headnote: . 

"7. For the purposes of the tariff schedules- -
(a) the term 'of'. when used between the description 

of an article and -
(i) the term 'textile materials,' or 

(ii) a class of textile materials, or 
(iii) a named textile material within any 

such class, or 
(iv) any of the foregoing and specified non­

textile materials 
means that the article is, in its imported condition, 
wholly or in chief weight thereof; 

N.B. For purposes of this headnote where the 
present TSUS combines two or more classes of textile 
materials (e.g., vegetable fibers) the TSUS provision 
should be read as if it were subdivided into the applicable· 
textile classes ent.nnerated in paragraph (b) below. 

1/ 42 F.R. 9062, February 14, 1977, see app. B. 
2/ See app. c. 
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(b) the classes of textile materials referred to 
in paragraph (a)(ii) are: 

(i) cotton, 
(ii) vegetable fibers (except cotton), 

(iii) wool and related animal hair, 
(iv) silk, 
(v) man-made fibers, and 

(vi) other textile-materials, 
and an article is in chief weight of one of these classes 
if the weight of the materials of such class is greater 
than the weight of the materials of each other class in 
the article; 

(c) an article is in chief weight of a named textile 
material within a class specified in paragraph (b), if 
the weight of such named textile material is greater 
than the weight of each other material in its class and 
is also greater than the weight of the material of each. 
other class in the Article; 

(d) an article is in chief weight of a textile 
material and spec-ifj<=>d nr1ntextile material as set forth 
in paragraph (a)(jv) if the aggregate weight of the · 
textile and nrJntextil 0 rn;it~yjalc: is greater than the 
weight of each other single material in the article; 

(e) an articlP ic: jn chief' weight of textile 
materials if the aggregate weight of all such material~ 
in the articJe is greriter than the weight of each sep:nate 
nontextile component material in the article (other than 
a nontextile materjaJ that, as provided for elsewhere in 
the schedules, is to be disregarded in making the chief 
weight detenninatirm), whether or not in chief value of 
such nontextile component material; 

(f) an article which is in chief weight of textile 
materials as pro\•ided for in paragraph (e) is to be 
cfassified as being in chief weight of the named clasc: 
of textile ma teria I c: 0r 0f the named textile materia 1 
in such ·clasc; ;:ic: provid<=>rl f()r in paragraphs (b) and ((-), 
respectively, regardless of the weight of the respective 
nontextile c0mponent materials in the article; 

(g) a textile article in which two or more textile 
fibers are of eqtL11 weight and no other textile fiber 
predominates by weight shall be· subject to duty under 

· the t.ariff descript:.jon apr1 kahle to th::it textile fihC'r 
of equal weight for whic:h the original statutory rate 
is highest, alld, should the highest original statutory 
rate be applicable to two or more of such description~. 
the article shall he subject to duty under that one ot 
such descriptions whjch first appears in the schedules: 
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(b) by substituting the tenn "chief weight" for the term 
"chief value" wherever it appears in the article .descriptions of 
schedule 3 and in the following schedule and subpart headnotes · 
in schedule 3 of the TSUS: 

(1) schedule 3 headnotes 3(c) and 4(b); 
(2) schedule 3, part 1, subpart F headnote 

l(a); and 
(3) schedule ·3, part 5, subpart A headnote 

3 and subpart B headnote 2; and 
(c) by adding the tenn "or chief weight" irrunediately after 

the tenn "chief value" in headnote 2 to subpart C and headnote 
3 to subpart D of part 1 to schedule 7. 
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U.S. CUSTCMS TREATMENI' 

Application of the chief value concept to the textile provisions of the TSUS 

~st of the provisions for articles of textile materials ·appear in 

schedule 3 of the TSUS which is entitled "Textile Fibers and Textile_ 

Products." Schedule 3 is divided into seven parts.covering--

'(!) textile fibers and wastes; yarns and threads 
(2)' cordage; 
(3) woven fabrics; 
(4) fabrics of special construction or for special 

purposes; articles of wadding or felt; fish 
nets; machine clothing; 

(5) textile furnishings; 
(6) wearing apparel and accessories; .and 
(7) miscellaneous textile products; rags 

and scrap cordage. 

Provisions for other ~rticles of textile materials appear in other 

schedules of the TSUS, most notably in part 1 of schedule 7 which 

provides for- -

footwear; headwear and hat braids; gloves; 
luggage, handbags, billfolds, and other 
flat goods. 

For purposes of the tariff schedules the tenn "textile materials" is 

defined in schedule 3, headnote 2 to mean--

(i) the fibers (cotton, other vegetable fibers, 
\o.Qol and hair, silk, and man-made fibers) provided 
for in part 1 of this schedule, 

(ii) the yarn intennediates and the yarns provided 
for in part 1 and part 4 (elastic yarns) of this schedule, 

(iii) the cordage provided for in part 2 and part 4 
(elastic cordage) of this schedule, 

(iv) the fabrics provided for in part 3 and part 4 
of this schedule, 

(v) braids, as defined in headnote 2(f), infra, and 
(vi) except as provided by headnote 5, articles 

produ:ed fran any of the foregoing products. 
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Many of the provis.ions for articles of textile materials provided 

for throughout the schedules reflect different duty treatment depending 

upon the class or type of fiher of which the article is composed. The 

TSUS recognizes six basic classes of textile fibers, viz., cotton, 

vcgctahle fihC'rs except cotton, wool and related animal hair, silk, man­

made fihC'rs, and mi~ccllaneous textile materials. In many instances 

different Juty raie treatment lms been accorded to individual fibers 

falling within one of the~c classes (e.~., jute) or· to a combination 

of classc>s (e.g. , vcgetabl e fibers) . Except as provided for in headnote 

:' of schedule .~ in regard to fabrics of wool l/ the duty provisions 

applicabk to text i1 e articles "of'' a specified textile material are 

govc-rnC'd by gcner::1l headnote 9(f) U) of the TSUS which defines the tcnn 

"of" ....-hen used bet\\·ecn the description of an article and a material 

to mean "that the article is wholly or in chief value of the named 

material." General Interpretative Rule lO(f) provides that "an article 

is in chief ,·aluc of a material if such material exceeds in value each 

other single component material of the article." 

The chief value concept is used not only in determining the classi-

fication of textile art-icles containing two or more textile fibers but 

also in determining whether an article which· contains both textile and 

nontextile canponent materials is classified as a textile article .. 

1/ Headriote 7 to schedule 3 of the TSUS provides as follows: 

7. Kith respect to fabrics provided for in part 3 
(other than fabrics valued over $2 per.pound provided 
for in item 337.50) and in part 4 of this schedule, 
pro,·isions for fabrics in chief value of wool shall also 
apply to fabrics in chief weight of wool (whether or not 
in chief value of wool). For the purposes of the pre­
ceding sentence, a fabric is in chief weight of wool if 
the weight of the wool component is greater than the 
weight of each other textile component (i.e., cotton, 
vegetable fibers except cotton, silk, man-made fibers, 
or other textile materials) of the fabric. 
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Since the Tariff Schedt1les are used as the basis;not only for duty but 

also for the collection of import statistics and for the administration of 

the textile restraint programs, the chief valµe concept derivatively affects 

the administration of these latter programs. 

Legislative backgrotmd 

In the tariff provisions which existed prior to the enactment of the 

TSUS, rate descriptions depending on component material were stated in a 

nt.nnber of ways. In a few instances the weight of the particular component 

material determined the tariff status of the article, in other instances 

it was required that the article be "wholly of" or "in part of" the 

specified material; but in the vast majority of instances the tariff 

status of the article depen<.led on whether it was "in chief value of'' the 

specified material. 

In preparing the TSUS, the Corrmission recognized certain problems 

inherent in the chief .value concept and attempted to minimize these 

difficulties through the standardization of language, the reduction in 

the incidence of descriptions based on chief value, the.shift from 

chief value to weight as the basis for classifying metal alloys.and 

composite articles of two or roore base .metals, and through the creation 

of many new provisions which do not make reference to an article's 

component materials. However, with respect to textile articles the 

chief value concept was retained. In this connection the Commission's 

Tariff Classification Study, Submitting Report, of November 15, 1960 

stated·: 
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One notable exception to this attempt to avoid the "chief 
value" concept in the proposed classification study should 
be mentioned. The increased importance of blended textile 
fibers raises a serious problem of product description, 
a matter which was touched on briefly in the testimony 
adduced at the public hearing in connection with proposed· 
schedule 3. From the point of view of practical customs 

·administration and industry p-;·actice, it would be most 
.desirable if descriptions based on component material of 
chief value with its confusion and uncertainties could be 
abandoned in favor of descriptions.based on the relative 
quantities by weight of the various textile fibers used in 
textile products. However, this change has not been in­
corporated generally in the textile provisions of the 
proposed schedules, both because the implications thereof 
would be so far reaching in view of th~ great range and 
diversi~y of rates involved and because of the total 
absence of data showing the probable effect thereof. It 
is believed that conversion to a weight basis can be better 
made at some future date after the proposed revisions 
have been in effect for a while, since the systematic 
provision for textile fibers and textile products in 
.proposed schedule 3 will furnish a rrruch better statistical 
base regarding imports for conducting such a study than now 
exists. 

The only other major legislation s]nce the passage of the TSUS which 

sought to deal with the chief value concept came in 1968 with the enact­

ment of Public Law 90-638 (82 Stat. 1360, effective date Dec. 24, 1968). 

That law amended the TSUS by adding headnote 7 to schedule 3 which provides 

that provisions for certain fabrics in chief value of wool also apply. to 

fabrics in chief weight of wool (whether or not in chief value of wool). 

Headnote 7 was designed to correct. tariff avoidance problems involving--

Cl) the combination of low-value reused or reprocessed· 
wool and high-value silk in such a way that although 
the resultant fabric was preponderantly wool by weight 
it was in chief value of silk, and 
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(2) the laminating of a fabric in chief weight of wool 
but in chief value of flax or of rabbit hair with 
another fabric such as scrim or synthetic tricot. y 

The amendment grew out of a study made by the Coimnission at the 

request of the Corrmittee on Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, 

and was intended to assure that any fabric which for practical purposes 

is a woolen fabric would be made subject to the duties which are applicable 

to woolen fabrics. 

Nontariff textile import restraints 

Imports of most textile and apparel items are currently subject to 

quantitative restraints under the Arrangement Regarding International Trade 

in Textiles (also known as the Multifiber Arrangement (MFA)), which will 

expire at the end of 1977 Wlless extended. Such goods are entered under the 

·appropriated cotton, wool, or manrnade-fiber catel!ories (or (grouoinl!) used .. 

by the United States in monitoring textile imoorts ann in ·administerin'1' its . 

textile trade agreement programs. 

1/ Senate Report (Finance CoITDTiittee) No. 1496, August 1, 1968. S. Rep. 
No-:'" 1496, 90th Cong., 2d Sess. , reprinted in (1968) U.S. Code 
Cong. & Ad. News, 4587, 4588. 
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Current customs practice 

The procedure generally followed by the Customs Service in determining 

the canponent material of chief value for classification purposes involves 

a series of steps. First, the customs officer, during the initial review of 

the ~ustoms entry, determines whether a classification question exists 

and whether a sample of the imported merchandise will be necessary. He 

then may obtain a sample for submission to the customs laboratory for a 

weight analysis. At the same time, a request is made of the importer 

to supply a detailed manufacturer's cost breakdown showing the actual 

unit cost of each of the component materials just prior to their incor­

poration into the finished article. When the customs officer is satisfied 

with the accuracy of the manufacturer's cost breakdown he then applies 

the unit costs supplied by the manufacturer to the weight breakdown 

supplied by the customs laboratory to determine the component material 

of chief value. 

It should be noted that rather than following the above procedure 

many customs officers often rely on their experience with respect 

to previous importations, their knowledge of current market prices of 

the component materials and the weight breakdown generally supplied with 

the customs entry to make the chief value determination. 

In determining the component material of chief value in an article 

composed of two or more canponent materials, it is a well-established 

principle of customs law that the value of ea.ch of the component 

materials must be taken as of the time each one is ready to be united 



14 

with the other materials in the manufacture of the article, that is, 

at the time when nothing further remains to be done to it as a material. 

Costs which enter into the Wliting of the materials to make the finished 

article are not considered in the detennination of component material 

of chief value. 

"Value," when used in this connection, does not relate to the 

dutiable value of the component materials, but to the actual cost of 

such canponents to the manufacturer of the imported article. 
I 

The determinations Im.1st be.made on a shipment~by-shipment basis 

and a detennination that an article in one importation was in chief 

value of a particular canponent does not establish that a like article 

in another importation is in chief value of the same COJ1¥Jonent. · 

Problems of administration 

The classification of canposite articles according to their 

component of chief value is a product nomenclature technique that 

invariably presents administrative burdens. 

As previously indicated, the procedure for determining the chief 

value of an article is a complex one which involves several step~ and 

usually results in the delay of the final liquidation of textile entries. 

It has been pointed out to the Conmission staff that it often takes 

months for the customs officer to obtain the manufacturer's cost break-

down. Because of a lack of conmunication or Wlderstanding between the 

importer and the foreign manufacturer, the cost breakdown supplied is 

frequently rejected as inadequate because the data does not indicate 



15 

the individual tmit cost· Jf each component fiber just prior to its 

incorporation into the ..nished article. It then becomes necessary. 

to make additional requests of the importer to obtain amended cost tr: .... '<­

downs from the manufacturer. 

Another problem is that the Customs Service cannot ordinarily 

verify the cost information provided by the importer. Not only does 

such verification require a costly and lengthy investigation in the 

country of manufacture, but very often the required information is 

not available from the manufacturer but must be sought from the mam:­

facturer' s suppliers and perhaps even from the suppliers' suppliers. 

We ha\·e been informed that past investigations by the U.S. Customs 

Serdce of suspected fraudulent misstatements in the manufacturer-'~ 

cost bieakdown have proved futile and have demonstrated the extreme 

difficulty of verifying such information. 

A further complexity involves the determination of the actual poir·-. 

in the manufacturing process to value the respective materials. For 

·instance, fabric woven from a yarn composed of linen, nylon, and wool w2s 

helJ to be properly classified as woven fabric of wool in C.D. 3759, on the 

groWld that the spinning costs 11R1St be added in determining the com-

ponent material of chief value and that such costs were to be allocater' 

on the basis of weight. 

Perhaps the biggest problem with the chief value classificatin;· 

method, however, is lack of predictability and stability of classifi­

cation. Because the classification of textile articles is based 0;1 
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the relative.cost of the canponent· fibers in a particular article, it is 

possible for the classification of such articles to vary with fluctuations 

in the price of the individual ccmponent fibers in the articles. This 

problem is magnified by the fact that for purposes of determining "chief 

·""value" it is necessary to look to the actual costs (and not value) of 

the individual component materials. Thus, it is conceivable that two 

virtually identical textile articles which were imported .on the same day 

at the same port would be classified under different provisions of the 

TSUS because of a variance in the cost of the component fibers. 

This lack of predictability and stability prevents customs officers 

from beL~g able to process entries expeditiously and economically. Although 

we are not able to quantify the costs of administering the chief value system 

· of classification, it is apparent that the administration of such a system 

is costly since a chief value determination (which, as previously explained, 

is a lengthy and difficult procedure) must be made on a shipment-by-shipment 

basis. Also, it seems apparent that a chief-value system of classification 

·is more costly to administer than would be a chief-weight system. Both 

systems require an analysis of component material weights. But the chief-

value system, in addition to th.e weight data, requires a detailed cost 

analysis. 
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ANALYSIS OF TIIE ONE-PERCENT SAMPLE 

Introduction 

Official documents together with copies of the regular commercial 

papers relating to imported textiles_and textile products were examined 

·to identify and measure the impact of changing the basis for classify­

ing imports from the component material of chief value to the component 

material of chief weight. These documents were provided by the United 

States Customs Service as part of an ongoing program and account for 

approximately 1 percent of total entries. 

Analysis of the I-percent sample involved customs entries liquidated 

for Customs purposes. during 1974, 1975, and the first 9-10 months of 1976 .. 

Because of delays in completing certain entries the data include a 

relatively small number of imports that actually entered the United 

States during 1972 and 1973. Entries during the closing months of 1976 

will be added to the analysis as the appropriate documents are made 

available to the United States International Trade Commission. In total, 

this analysis provided about 14,500 observations of imports. 

Products fo~ which data were collected in the !-percent sample included 

all items b~lieved to be potentially impacted by a chief-weight basis of 

classification. All items of schedule 3 of the tariff schedules were 

analyzed, except those known to contain only one material, i.e., wool, 

woven fabrics wholly of cotton, and certain other known !-material items. 

Also, schedule 7 items containing textile materials were observed. 
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Restrictions on imports under quota provisions. of the Multifiber 

Agreement may have effected certain data of this analysis. An evaluation 

of how textile imports restraints impacted these data has not been made. 

Data thus far derived from this analysis are considered preliminary, 

should not be construed in any manner as being final, and should be inter~ 

preted with caution. 
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Product Analysis 

Woven fabrics 

Imports of broadwoven fabrics of cotton observed in .the !-percent 

sample included only those known to contain other fibers such as wool, 

manmade fibers, and silk. Fabrics wholly of cotton, TSUS items 319.01 

~hrough 325.98, which accounted for 94 percent.of the total value of 

1975 cotton fabric imports, were not included in the analysis' or in the 

data shown in table 1. Fabrics of cotton, containing manmade fibers 

or silk, or both, but not containing other fibers, TSUS items 326.01 

·through 33L 98, were observed 33 times in the !-percent sample analysis. 

Such imports were valued at about $98,000, of ~hich 7.8 percent were in 

chief weight of either manmade fibers or silk. Other fabrics in chief 

value of cotton, which contain wool, vegetable fibers (except cotton), 

manmade fibers, or certain other fibers, TSUS items 332.10 and 332.40, 

appeared 27 times in the analysis and were valued at $199,000, of which 

42.4. percent were in chief ·weight of fibers other than cotton, except 

wool. Although the relative quantities of cotton blends, in chief weight 

of other fibers, is substantial, imports of cotton blends account for 

only 6 percent of total imports and fabrics wholly of cotton; 94 percent. 
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Thus, fabrics in chief value of cotton and in chief weight of another 

material may account for only 1. 6 percent of the value of total imports 

uf all types of cotton fabric provided for in subpart A, part 3 of 

schedule 3. 

Fabrics in chief value of vegetable fibers, except cotton, were 

observed 90 times in the analysis of the 1-percent sample. Such imports, 

.wh.ich may have contained other materials, TSUS items 335. 55 through 

. 335.95, were valued at $546,000. Fiber blends accounted for 53 percent 
, 

of the imports. However, there was only one entry of negligible value 

in chief weight of another material. 

There were 200 entries of fabrics in chief value of wool, TSUS ·items 

336.liJ i::hrough 336.60, valued at $589,000, in this study. Fiber blends 

accounted for about 16 percent of the total value of imports while 

items in.chief weight of another material accounted for 3.9 percent of 

tota:i .imports. 

Fabrics in chief value of silk, but not wholly of silk, TSUSA .itens 

337.~010 through 337.9035, were observed 78 times in the !-percent sample 

analy9is. Such imports were valued at $126,000, of which 81.5 percent 

were in chief weight of another material. Total imports of silk. blends, 

howev~r, a·ccounted for only 16 percent of total silk fabric imports in 

1975 and fabrics, wholly of silk, 84 percent. Thus, fabrics in chief 

value of silk and in chief weight of another material may account for 

about 12.9 percent of total imports of silk fabrics, including fiber 

blends. 
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The I-percent sample provided 122 observations of woven fabrics in 

chief value of manmade fibers that may be in chief weight of other mate­

rials, TSUSA items 338.3062 through 338.3098. Such imports were valued 

at $283,000, of which only 0.1 percent were in chief value of manm.ade 

fibers and in chief weight of ano.ther material. 

Table 1 also provides data from the I-percent sample on imports 

of certain woven tapestry fabrics and woven upholstery fabrics, except 

bed-ticking fabrics and pile fabrics, TSUS items357.05 through 357.15. 

These tariff provisions cover jacquard-figured fabrics of vegetable 

fibers and fabrics of wool. There were 33 entries of cotton fabrics, 

valued at $42,000, of which 2.5 percent were in chief weight of another 

material. Only two entries of vegetable fibers, except cotton, appeared 

in the sample, neither of which were in chief weight of other materials. 

Fabrics of wool were observed 48 times in the sample. The value of 

such imports was$110,000, of which 7.1 percent were in chief weight 

of another material. 

Knit fabrics 

About 5 percent of the imported knit fabrics of cotton, valued at 

$29,000, involved fiber blends, represented by one entry, and this entry 

was in chief weight of another material. There were no entries of 

vegetable fibers, except cotton, and only one entry of silk fabric. 

Imports of knit fabric of wool and knit fabric of manmade fibers involved 
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fiber blends, 16 percent and 2 percent, respectively. There were no 

entries in chief weight of other materials (table 2 ). Knit fabrics 

are provided for in the tariff schedules in items 354.10 through 345.60. 

Pi1e fabrics 

Imports of corduroy and velveteen fabric of cotton were observed 

8 times in the 1-percent sample, all of which were 100-percent cotton. 

About 90 percent of other pile fabrics of cotton,. involving $40,000 of 

imports, were of blend materials. About 29 percent of total imports 

were in chief weight of another material. Pile fabrics of vegetable 

fibers, except cotton, of wool, of silk, or of manmade fibers were 

~argely of=fiber blends--84 to 100 percent. However, only about 4 per­

cent of these vegetable fiber and wool goods were in chief weight of other 

materials. None of the silk fabrics and 1 percent of the manmade fibe~ 

fabrics were in chief weight of other materials (table 3 ). Pile fabrics 

are provided for in items 346. 05 through 346. 65 of the tariff schedules. 

Certain narrow fabrics 

There were 14 entries in the I-percent sample, valued at $66,000, 

of narrow fabrics of cotton, except pile ribbons, seamless tubines, 

wicking, typewriter and machine ribbons, and zipper tapes (TSUSA iten 

347.3380). About 2 percent of the total value of these imports involved 

blends. There were no entriei in chief weight of. another mat~rial. Im­

ports of narrow fabrics of manmade fibers, except ribbons and seamless 

tubings, TSUSA item 347.7000, total $~,000 in the 1-percent sample, a 
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~hird of which were in blend materials and in chief weight of another 

material (table 4 ). 

Certain lace 

Lace in the piece or in motifs, whether or not ornamented, made on a 

leavers (including go-through) machin~, 12 points or finer were observed 

in ~he !-percent sample. Entries of manmade fibers totaled $9,000, of 

which 15 percent ··was of blend materials. There were no entries in chief 

weight of another material. Imports of lace of cotton totaled $16,000, 

all of it was of fiber blends, and 15 percent of the total was in chief 

weight of another material. There were only two entries of lace in chief · 

1 
value of silk, both were in blend materials, but were in chief weight of 

silk. There were no entries of lace of vegetable fibers (except cotton), 

or of wool; Such lace is provided for in TSUS items 351.30 and 351.40 

of the tariff schedules (table 5). 

Webs, wadding, batting, and 
nonwoven fabrics 

Webs, wadding, batting, and nonwoven fabrics are provided for in 

the tariff schedules in items 355.02 through 355.25. Such products of 

cotton, valued at $3,000, involved fiber blends--49 percent of. total im-

ports.· However, all of the imports were in chief weight of cotton. The 

$22,000 of imports of products of vegetable. fibers, .except cotton, were 

wholly of the specified material. Imports of such products of wool to-

taled about $4·,ooo, of which 81 percent were of fiber blends. All of 

the blend entries were in chief weight of another material. All of the 

manmade-fiber product imports were in.chief weight of the· same material, 

although 56 percent of total imports involved blend materials (table 6): 
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·certain bedding 

Imports of bedding (except lace or net bedding, whether or not 

ornamented, and other bedding, ornamented) reported from the !-percent 

sample entries were all in chief weight and chief value of the same 

specified material. About 6 percent of the bedding of wool and 26 per­

cent of the bedding of manmade fibers ·involved fiber blends, however. 

All entries in chief value of vegetable fibers or in chief value of silk 

were of one material (table 7). Bedding products covered here are 

provided for in the tariff schedules in items 363.30 through 363.90. 

Certain tapestries 

Tapestries reported in the !-percent sample of imports were in each 

case in chief' value and in chief weight of the named textile material 

(table 8 ) • These TSUS items, 364. 07 through 364. 35, do involve fiber 

blends, however. Items classified as cotton. were 66 percent of the blend 

materials. The one item entered of vegetable fibers, except cotton, was 

a fiber blend, and 19 percent of the tapestries of wool were of blend 

·materials. There was one entry of tapestries of manmade fibers which 

was wholly of manmade fibers. 

Certain furnishings . 

Imports of furnishings, not ornamented, including curtains and 

drapes, towels, and tablecloths and napkins were primarily of cotton. 

There were 82 entries of such products of cotton, valued at $417,000, 

of which·only 1 ·percent was of fiber blends. Products of vegetable 

fibers, except cotton, amounted to 45 entries totaling $94,000. About 
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3 percent of the total value was of blend materials and only a neg­

~igible amount was in chief weight of another material. Products of wool 

were all of one material. Half of the products in chief value of manmade 

fibers were of blend material, although all such imports were also in 

chief weight of manmade fibers (table 9). 

Cer.tain handkerchiefs 

Imports of handkerchiefs, not ornamented, when classified as of 

cotton, of vegetable .fibers (except cotton), or of inanmade fibers are 

almost entirely of the named material (table ~O). However, about 10 

percent of handkerchiefs of silk were of fiber blends and all were in 

chief weight of another material. Handkerchiefs, not ornamented are 

provided for in TSUS items 370.24 through 370.92. 

Mufflers, scarves, shawls, and veils 

Nearly all of the entries of mufflers, scarves, shawls, and veils, 

TSUS items 372.04 through 372.80, involved one material (table 11). How­

ever, about 4 percent of total imports were of two or more materials, 

and 3.8 percent were in chief value of one material and in chief weight 

of another material. Such items in chief value of cotton or in chief 

value of wool were of ·s-6 percent blend material and 3~4 percent in chief 

weight of another material. Fiber blends accounted for 19 percent of 

total imports of silk products and these blends were in chief weight of 

another material. · Products of manmade fiber were almost entirely of the 

named material. Mufflers, scarves,· shawls, and veils were observed 271 

times in the !-percent sample analysis with a total value of $673,000. 

Most of the trade is in items of manmade fiber and of silk. 
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Certain underwear 

Underwear, not ornamented, knit~ of cotton or of manmade fibers are 

believed to be representative of the significant import trade in under-

wear. Items involved in the 1-percent sample included 15 entries of 

cotton underwear, valued at $6,000, of which 18 percent was of blend 

materials and 2 percent was in chief weight of another fiber. There 

were eight entries of underwear of manmade fibers, valued at $27,000. 

These entries were of one material (table 12). 

Wearing apparel, not specially 
provided for 

Wearing apparel, not specially provided for, as covered here involves 

all TSUSA items of subpart F of part 6 of schedule 3. Over 6,700 entries 

from the 1-percent sample have been summarized. Such entries are valued 

at $32.2 million. About 81 percent of the total value of trade is of 

items of one material, and 19 percent of the total value of imports is 

of items of two or more materials. Entries in chief value of one material 

and in chief weight of another material accounted for 4.1 percent of the· 

total value of imports (table 13). 

Imports of apparel of cotton are 80 percent of one material and 

20 percent of two or more materials. For items of wool, the distribu-

tion of imports between products of one material and products of two 

or more materials is approximately even--53 percent and 47 percent, 

respectively. Import items of manmade fiber were 88 percent of one 

material and 12 percent of two or more materials. Imported products 

of other fibers, primarily vegetable fibers (exc~pt cotton) and silk, 

were 64 percent of one material and 36 percent of two or more materials. 
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Products of the vegetable fibers, except cotton, were app~oximately 17 

percent of one material and 83 percent of two or more materials. Silk 

apparel was largely of one materi.al, 92 percent of total imports. 

Apparel of silk containing other materials accounted for 8 percent of 

total imports. 

Entries in chief· value of one material a.nd in chief weight of an-. 

other material are concentrated in items of wool and in items of veg­

etable fibers, except cotton. In wool products; these entries accounted 

for 23 percent of the total value of imports, and in products of veg­

etable fibers, except cotton, they accounted for about .74 percent of 

the tot.al value of imports. Entries in chief value of cotton and in 

chief weight of another material accounted for 2.4 percent of the 

total value of imports classified in the various cotton provisions. 

Imports.in chief value of manmade fibers and in chief weight of another 

material were nil. 

Imports of men's and boys' wear and women's, girls', and infants' 

wear were structured about the same way with respect to blend levels 

with all fibers combined. Entries of two or more ·materials accounted 

for 22.5 and 18.0 percent of total imports, respectively. Entries in 

chief value of one material and in chief weight of another material, 

as a share of total imports, were 3. 8 percent and 4. 3 percent. 

Imports of apparel of two or more materials were about the same for 

ornamented apparel as for nonornamented apparel, 18.7 percent and 19.5 

percent~ respectively. However, entries in chief value of one material 

and in chief weight of another material accounted for only 1. O percent 
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of the. total value of. ornamented apparel, but 4.4 percent in nonornamented 

apparel. 

Certain headwear 

About 21 percent of imported headwear of textile materials, TSUS 

it_ems 702."06 through 702.14 and 702.54 through 703.15, were of two or 

more materials. The ratio for items of cotton is 5 percent, of wool, 

about 39 percent, of manmade fibers, 26 percent, and of silk, nil. 

Entri~s in chief value of one material and in chief weight of anothe~ 

material.accounted for 5.1 percent of total textile headwear imports. 

The ratio is nil for items of manmade fibers, 3.7 percent in head~ear 

of cotton, and nearly 21 percent in items of wool (table 14). 

Certain gloves 

Gloves discussed here, excluding gloves wholly of horsehide or cow­

hide, are provided for in the tariff schedules in items 704.05 through 

704.95, 705.3550 through 705.7800, 705.84 through 705.86, and 705.90. 

Although imports of gloves of two or more materials accounted for 38 

percent of total .imports and were substantial in the various types of 

gloves, entries in chief value of one material and chief weight of an­

other material were nil (table 15). 

Certain wearing apparel of leather 

Wearing apparel of leather, except reptile leather, TSUS item 791.75, 

includes entries of two or more materials which accounted for about 15 
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percent of total imports. Entries in chief value of <me a:iatarial and 

in chief weight of another material were 0.5 percent of total imports 

(table 16). 

Textile articles not specially provided 
for, and certain articles of rubber 
or plastic 

Textile articles not specially provided for, TSUS items 386.04 

through 389.70, were included in the analysis of the 1-percent sample. 

Available evidence suggests that there may be substantial import entries 

of two or more materials. Some entries involve basic articles of tex-

tiles, such as tents and tarpaulins, while other entries are of toys,. 

ornaments, and a multiplicity of various. other articles. Rubber and 

plastics, wood, and some metal together with textile materials are 

utilized in const~ucting some of these articles. Because of the dif-

f erences in. products and lack of data regarding the weights of the 

various component materials, further study is needed of these articles. 

Also, officials of the United States Customs Service have urged the 

investigations staff to study this provision of schedule 3 along with 

a companion provision of schedule 7, TSUSA item 774.6040, certain 

articles not specially provided for, of rubber or plastic. 

Other products includ·ed in the 
!-percent sample analysis 

There are numerous products containing textile materials that have 

not been previously mentioned and which may contain two or more materials. 

Such. products include waste fibers, fibers processed but not spun, yar~s 
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and cordage, floor coverings, belts and belting, shoes, luggage, and 

numerous other items. These items have not been hi~hlighted as imports 

have been nil or relatively small, preliminary results of the !-percent 

sampl~ analysis indicate the presence of few, if any, fiber blends in 

imports, or other evidence suggesting that the proposed rules ·regarding 

chief weight, if enacted, would not impact the classification of the 

items
1
in question. It is envisioned that these items are not to 

receive further study. 
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SUMMARY OF DATA RECEIVED BY THE COMMISSION· IN RESPONSE TO ITS QUESTION­
NAIRES BY CERTAIN PRODUCERS AND IMPORTERS OF TEXTILE AND APPAREL . 
PRODUCTS 

This section summarizes certain fiber data the Commission obtained 

in response to its questionnaires on shipments of domestic and imported 

textile and apparel products in 1976. Approximately 600 domestic man-

ufacturers of textiles and/or apparel received questionnaires for both 

producers and importers and another 300 firms received only the import-

ers' questionnaire. With about 20 percent of the total questionnaires 

for producers and ~or importers returned to the Commission, the data were 

aggregated into three broad groups: (1) Wearing apparel and accessories, 

(2) apparel fabrics, and (3) certain textile home furnishings. 

Wearing apparel and accessories 

Shipments of apparel and accessories reported thus far in the sample 

totaled 30.8 million dozen, of which 28.4 million dozen were dome~tic 

and 2;3 million dozen, imported, as shown in table 17. 

Shipments of such articles reported to be 100 percent of one fiber 

or to be of more than one fiber are as follows (in thousands of dozens): 

Principal fiber 
Total 100 percent Fiber 

shipments of one blends 
fiber 

Cotton---------------------: 1./ 15,918.4 8,583.9 1/ 7,334.5 
!/ 14,475.6 11,154.2 !/ 3,321.4 

274.2 266.2 8.0 
.Manmade fibers-------------: 
Wool-----------------------: 
Other----------------------: 98.4 98.3 .1 ~~~~~-=-~-=--=--~~~~:..=...=::.......:~~~~-=-~ 

Total------------------: 30,766.6 20,102.6 10,664.0 

!/ Blends of 50-percent cotton/50-percent manmade fibers are included 
as cotton. 
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·About two-thirds of the total shipments reported thus far for 1976 

were articles made wholly of one fiber, reflecting the relative importance 

of items made of cotton and of manmade flbers. The most important fiber 

blend, in terms of volume, was reported to be the SO-percent cotton/50-

percent manmade-fiber blends, the only 50/50 blend reported thus far. 

This 50/50 blend totaled 6.4 million dozen, or about 21 percent of total 

shipments. Several of the more important apparel items made of such 

blended fabrics include (in thousands of dozens)~ 

Men's woven work clothing--~-----------­
Women '·s knit shirts and tops-----------­
Women' s apparel (not specified)--------­
Woven pajamas--------------------------­
Men' s woven slacks------~--------------­
Men's woven jeans---~-------------------

270.2 
177. 7 
150.0 
110.0 
102.0 

64.0 

The only other s~gnif icant blend reported for apparel was the 65-

percent manmade fiber/35-percent cotton blend. Total shipments of this 

blend amounted to 2.5 million dozen, or about 8 percent of total ship-

ments. Garments made of such blended fabrics include men's and boys' 

shirts, women's blouses and slacks, and robes and gowns. 

Apparel fabrics 

Shipments of domestic and imported apparel fabrics reported thus 

far for 1976 totaled 189.l million square yards, of which 74 percent 

were domestic and 26 percent, imported. Shipments of nonapparel fabrics 

reported thus far are small. About three-fourths of the shipments of 

fabric were reported to be wholly of one fiber, with manmade fibers and 

cotton accounting for much of the total, as follows (in millions of 

square yards): 
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Principal fiber 
Total 

shipments 
100 percent 

of one 
fiber 

Fiber 
blends 

Cotton~--------------------------: !/ 56.4 43.2 1/ 13.2 
Manmade fibers---------------------: !/ 122.2 95.8 II 26.4 
Wool------------------------------=~~--1_0_.~5~~~~~~4~.7;__;;__;~~~5~.8 

Total-------------------------: 189.l 143.7 45.4 

1./ Blends_ of SO-percent cotton/SO-percent manmade fibers a~e included 
as cotton. 

The principal fiber blend reported in the sample on shipments of 

apparel fabrics was the 65-percent manmade fiber/35-percent cotton blend, 

which is-'used extensively in the manufacture of shirts and blouses. 

Shipments of this blended fabric totaled 25.1 million square yards, or 

slightly more than half of the shipments of blended apparel fabrics. 

Other significant blends included the wool/manmade-fiber blend, contain-

ing at least 70 percent and not more than 79 percent of wool by weight, 

and the SO-percent cotton/50-percent manmade-fiber blend.(table 18). 

Data published by the U.S. Department of Commerce on U.S. production 

of fabrics show for broadwoven fabrics, the principal fibers on a chief 

weight basis, as shown in table 19. For knit fabrics, data by fiber 

content are not available. 

Certain textile home furnishings 

Shipments of domestic and imported rugs and carpeting from the 

sample totaled 61.5 million square yards in 1976, nearly all of which 

were wholly of manmade fibers, as shown in table 20. Similarly, ship-

ments of blankets totaled 510,000 doz~n, with more than 90 percent of 



34 

the total made 100 percent of manmade fibers. Shipments.of towels totaled 

1.6 million dozen, all of which contained 80 percent or more of cotton by 

weight. 

~-·DATA PUBLISHED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE SHOWING CERTAIN 
TEXTILE PRODUCTS WHOLLY OF ONE FIBER AND OF TWO OR MORE FIBERS 

The only data available on textile and apparel products which make 

a distinction between articles wholly of one fiber and those of two or 

more.fibers are the statistics published by the U.S. Department of 

Commerce on U.S. production of spun yarn. 

Spun yarn is the raw material used in the manufacture of fabric and 

certain knitted articles that are made directly from yarn. Spun yarn is 

made of short fibers, or staple, with the fibers being natural, manmade, 

or blends of the two. The other type of yarn, filament yarn, may be 

made only from manmade fibers or silk (the latter being insignificant 

in terms of output). Filament yarn has indefinite length; such yarn 

made of manmade fibers may be miles long. Table 21 shows the produc-

tion of filament yarn by types of manmade fibers. 

U.S. production of spun yarn is shown in table 22. A summary of 

this table showing the relative importance of spun yarns wholly of one 

fiber and those of two or more fibers for 1971-75 are as follows (in 

percent): 

Type of yarn 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

Wholly of one 
fiber---------- 72 70 67 65 64 

Of two or more 
fibers-------- 28 30 33 35 36 
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rabla l,T-Certain woven fabrics containing, or which may contain, 2 or more.111aterialai Prelirllinary BUllllllllry, based on a I-percent sample, of illports . 
during 1974-76, .total entries, entries of 1·material, entries of: 2 or more 'materials, and entries in chief value of 1 materiel and in chief weight of 
another material · 

:Entries in chief value of l 
Total entries : Entrhs of 1 material : Entries of 2 or ·:11111tert:il ond in chief velght 

. • : : more materi'ols : of o'nother .atcrlal 
TSUSA iteni 

~o. 

3S7 .0512 thru 
3S7.0S18 

3S7 .0530 

3S7.1000 thru 
357.1500 

326.0101 thru 
331.9894 

332.1020 thru 
332.4040 

335.6000 thru 
335.9500 

336.1000 thru ·: 
336.6076 

337. 5020 thru 
337.9035 

338.3062 thru 
338.3098 

Brief des~ri?,tlon 

Woven tapestry fabrica and: 
woven upholstery f ab- : 
ric• (except bed-tic~: 
ing fabrics and pile 
fabrics): 

Jacquard-figured: 
Of vegetable fibers: 

Of cotton------: 

Of vegetable fibers : 
except cotton----: 

Of vooJ.------------: 

Certain other woven 
fabrics: 

Of cotton: 
Containing silk or 

aan1114de fibers, or 
both, but not con­
taining other fib-
ers-------

Other---------= 

Of vegetable fibers 
(except cotton)----: 

·of wool----------= 

Of ailk--------- t 

of -made fibers---: 

!7 Lesa than 0.05 percent.· 

NU111ber 

33 

2 
48 

33 
27 

90 
200 

76 

122 

Value Number Value 

Dollars 

42,107 : . 

319 
109 ,622 

98,474 
199 ,009 

546,070 
589 ,362 

120,814 

282,833 

Dollars 

11 13,111 

19 • ·50,063 

28 
129 

58 

256,636 
495,820 

- : 

193,851 

Share of : : : Slt",,n! of : : :Share of 
total : : : tC.tnl : : ' : total 

entries : Number : Value : entri~s : Number : Value :entries 
by value : : : bv v;i luc : : :by volue 
l'er~ : : Dollars : !:_c_r:..c-~:..'.'-~ : : Dollars : Percent 

31.l 

45.7 

47.0 
84.1 

68.5 

·: 

22: 28,996 

2: 319 
29: 59,559 

33: 98,474 
27 '. 199 ,009 

62 : 289 ,434 
71: 93,542 

76 : 120,814 

64 : 88,982 

68.9 

100.0 
54.3 

100.0 
100.0 

53.0 
15.9 

100.0 

31.5 

3 

7 

2 
15 

1 
16 

52 

2 

1,01>9 

1;732 

1.128 
84.456 

13 
23.072 

102,408 

172 

2.5 

7.1 

7.8 
42.4 

!/ 
3.9 

84.s· 

0.1 

"' .,. 



Table 2.--Certain knit fabrics containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary sununary, based on a 1-percent.sample, of imports 
durin·g 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 more materials, and entries in chief value of 1 material and in chf.ef weight of 
another material 

TSUSA item : Brief description 
No. : 

Certain knit fabrics: 
Of vegetable fibers: 

345.1020 thru : Of cottof!---------. 
345.1040 : : 

345.1065 thru : Other-----------: 
345.1095 : 

345.3000 : Of wool----------: 
345.5061 thru : Of manmade fibers----: 

345.5090 

. · 

Total entries Entries of 1 material Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

:Ent~ics in chief value of l 
·:material and in chief weight 

of another material 

NU111ber : Value : Number : Value 

: : 
Dollars : : Dollars 

.. 

7 : 28,996 : 6 : 27,621 
: : : . - : 

14 : 22,828 : 9 : 19,104 
46 : 177 ,573 : 39 : 173,344 

Share of 
total 

entries Number Value 

Sh:uc of 
total 

entries 
by Vlllue : : :_by V:t] UC 

Percent : · : Dollars : Pcrc1:_i:.::_ 
: 

: : : 
: : : 

95.3 : 1 : 1,375 : 4. 7 : 
: : : 

- : - : 
: : 

83.7 : 5 : 3,724 ; 16.3 ·: 
97 .6 ' 7 ' 4,229 : 2.4 : 

Number 

':Share of 
: total 

Vlllue. :entriea 
: 1 :by value 

1 : 
: 

- . 
- ; 

Dollars : Percent 

1,375 : 
: 

- : 

- : 

- : 

4.7 

.,. 

w ..... 



Table 3.~Certain pile fabrics containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Pteliminary summary, base~ on a 1-percent sample, of imports 
during 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of 1 material and in chief veiitht 
of another material., 

TSUSA item 
No. 

346.0500 thru 
346.240(). 

346.3020 thru 

: 
: 
: 

:Entries in chief value of l 
Total entries : ·Entries of 1 material : Entries of 2 or ·:materiel and in chief weight 

. . : : more materials : of another material 
Brief description 

Pile fabrics, in vhich 
the pile vas inserted: 
or knotted during the: 
weaving or knitting, 
et<:. : 

Of co.tton: 
Corduroys end vel-
veteens-------~---: 

: 

NU111ber Value 

Dolle re 

8 : JJ,093 : 
: : 

Share of : : : Share of : : :Share of 
total total .. : total 

Nutnber Value • entries : Number : Value : entries : Number : Value :entries 
by_val_ue : ______ :------·:_by value : : __ :by value 

Dollars : Perr~ : : Dollars : Percent : : Dollars : Percent 

8 : JJ,093 : 100.0 
: : 

w 346.456(} : Other----------------: 34 : 39,905 : 11 : 4,114 : 10.3 : 23 : 35,791 : 89.7 : 2 : 11,557 : 29.0 CX> 

346.5005 thru : Of. vegetable fibers, : : : : : : : : : : : 
346.5035 : except cotton-~-----: 17 : 41,674 : 2 : 2,681 : 6.4 : 15 : 38,993 : 93.6 : 1 : 1,461 : 3.5 

346. 5200· : Of wool----------------: 6 : 11, 735 : 1 : 8 : l/ : 5 : 11, 727 : 100.0 : 2 : 430 : 3.7 
346.5605 thru : : : : : : : : : 

346.5635 : Of silk----------------: 6 : 5, 117 : J : 794 : 15.5 : 3 : 4,323 : 84.5 
346.6045 thru : : : : : : : : : 

346.6060 .. Of manmade fibers------: 109 : 413,151 : 17 : 23,275 : 5.6 : 92 : 389,876 : 94.4 : 2 : 3,047 : 0-. .,_ 
346.6500 : Other------------------: 

];/ Less than 0.05 percent. 



Table 4.--Certain narrow fabrics containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Prelimtnary summary, based on a 1-percent sample, of imports 
during 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries ~f 2 or more mat~rials, and entries in chief value of 1 material nnd in chief weight 
of another material . · 

TSUSA item 
No. 

347.3Jlln 

347. 7000 

Brief description 

Ce~tain narrow fabrics: 
Of cotton,except pile 

ribbons, seamless 
tubings, wicking, 
typewriter and ma­
chine ribbons, and· 
zipper tapes----~---: 

Of msnmn~e fibers 
except ribbons and 
seamless tubings-~--: 

Total entries 

Number Value 

Dollars : 

14 66,423 

6 4,841 

Entr.ies of 1 material 

Share of 
total 

Number Value entries 
b:z: value 

: Dollars : ~~ 

10 64,863 97.7 

5 J,192 65.9 

Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

:Entries in chief value of 1 
·:material and in chief weight 

of another material 
Share of : ;: :Share of 

. Number Value 
total,. : : : total 

entries : Number : Value :entries 

: : Dollars 

4 1,560 

1,649 

by value :_ _:_ __ :b_y value 
Percent : : Dollars : Percent 

2.3 

34.l 1 : 1,6{.9 34.1 ... 

'° 



Table 5.~Certain lace contai~ing, or which may .contain·, 2 or more ~terials: Preliminary summary, based on a I-percent sample, of imports 
during 1974-76, total entries, entries of l material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of l material and in chief weight 
of another material . 

TSUSA ite111 
No. 

351.3000--------: 

351.4010--------: 
351.4030--------: 

351.4040--~----: 

351.4050--------: 
ni.1,090 ____ :.. ___ : 

Brief description· 

Certain lace, in the 
piece or in motifs, 
whether or not orna­
mented; made on a 
leavers (including 
go-through) machine, 
12 points or finer: 

Of man-made fibers-----: 
Other: 

Of cotton------------: 
Of vegetable fibers, :· 

except, cotton-----: 
Of wool--------------: 
Of silk-----~-------: 
Other--------------~: 

Total.entries 

Number Vitlue 

·~ 

6 : 9,494 

10 : 16,565 
: 

- . - : 
- . - . 
2 : 708 
- . - . 

Entries of 1 material Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

: Entries in chid--lue of l 
·:material and in dsief weight 

of another ~rial 
Share <>f : : : Share of : : ··----:Share of 

Number Value 
total : : : total ,.: : ~ total 

entries : Number : Value : entries, : Number : Value :entries 
by value_: ____ .: _:_ by_ value : : _:by value 

Dollars ~ : : ~ : Percent : : Dollari : ~ 

;, 
: : : 
: : : 

4 : 8,091 : 8.5. 2 2 : 1,403 : 14.8 
: : : : 

- . - . - : IO : 16,565 : ioo."o : 3 : 2,515 : . 15. 2 
: : : : : : 

- . - . - : - : 

- . - . - : - : -
- . - . - . 2 : 708 : 100.0 - . - : - : - : 

~ 
0 



~able 6.-Certain veba. vadd1ng, batting, and nonvoven fabrics containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, baaed on 
a I-percent alllliple of imports during 1974-76, total entries, entr.ies of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materialli, and entries in chief value of 
1 material and in.chief weight of another material 

TSUSA item 
No. 

355.0200 
355.0400 
355.1520 thru 

355.1800 
355.2000 
355.2500 

Brief description 

: Webs, wadding, batting, 
and nonwoven fabrics, 
including felts end 
bonded fabrics, end 
j\rticlea not specially : 
provided for of any • 
one or combination of 
these products, all 
the foregoing, of 
textile materials, 
whether or not coated 
or filled: 

Of vegetable fibers: 
: Of cotton--------~ : 
: . Of vegetable fibers, 

exceDt cotton----- : 
Of vool------------- : 
Of silk------------: 
Of man-made fibers--- : 

Total entrieg 

Nuinber 

5 

4 
5 

20 

Value 

~ 

2,949 

22,058 
3,555 

455,227 

· Entries of 1 material 

Number Value 

~ 

2 : 1,494 

. 4 : 22 ,058 
3 : 686 

10 : 202,728 

Share of 
total 

entries 
by v:ilue 
~ 

50.7 

100.0 
19.3 

44.5 

:~ntries iri chief value of 1 
Entries of 2 or ·:m:iterial and :ln chief weight 
more materials of another material 

Sh:irc of : : :Sh:ire of 
tot:il : : : total 

Number . Value • entries : Number : Value. :entries 

by v;iluc_ : _ ---=---·-- 11:1}' value 
Dollars : Pcrc~nt ~ : Dollars : Percent 

-----] ~---

3 : 1,455 49.3 

2 : 2, 869 80. 7 2 2,869 80.7 

10 =252,499 55.5 

,,. ... 



Table 7.~Certain bedding containing, or which 11111y contain, ~or more materiale: Preliminary aummary, baaed on a 1-percent aample, of importa 
during 1974-76, total entries, entriea of l material, entriea of 2 or more materials, and entriea in chief value of l material and in chief weight 
of another material:. 

TSUSA item ., . 
1'0. 

363.3005 thru 
363.6060 (pt) 

363.3005 thru 
363.6060 (pt) 

363.6520 thru 
363.7500 

363.8000 
363.8510 thru 

363. 85f.O 
363.9000 

3rief description 

nedding, except lace or 
net bedding, whether 
or not ornamented, and 
other bedding, orna­
mented: 
Of vegetable fibers: 

Of cotton--------~--: 

Of vegetable fibers, : 
except cotton------: 

Of wool--------~-----: 

Of silk----------~--: 
Of man-made fibers---= 

Other----~-------~-: 

Total entriea 

Nt1111ber 

23 

1 
16 

1 
10 

Value 

~ 

200,306 

251 
18,298 

24 
16,862 

Entries of l material Entriea of 2 or 
more materials 

:Entriea in chief value of l 
·:material and in chief weight 

of another material 

NU111ber 

23 

1 
14 

1 

: . 
Value 

~ 

200,306 

251 
17. 24 7 

24 
12,507 

Share of 
total 

Share of 
total 

:Share of 
: 'total 

entries : Nlll!lber : Value : entrieC : Number : Value :entriea 
by_ value_: ____ :_ :_ .~ _va_lue _: __ :_ :by value 
~~ : : Dollars : Percent : : Collara : ~ 

100.0 

100.0 
94.3 

100.0 
74.2 

.2 

3 

1,051 5.7 

4,355 25.8 

,,. .... 



Table 9.-Certain tapestriea, linens, and other furnishings containing·, or which may contsin, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on a 
1-percent sample, of imports during 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of l 
material and in chief weight of another material . 

TSUSA item 
No. 

364.0700 thru 
364.lBOO(pt) 

364.0700 thru 
364.lBOO(pt) 

364.2000 and 
364.2200 

364.2500 
364.JOOO 
364.)500 

:Entries in chief value o( l 
Entries of 2 or :r:interi:il on<I in chief vcLi:ht 
more matPrinlM ·, of nnother mntcrlnl 

Total entries Entrl~s of 1 material 

Brief descrlption Share of : : : Sh:in: of : : :Sh:..·c·-;;c--
total : : : t<>ta L : : : t.,c~.l 

Nwnber Value Number Value entricg : Number : Value : cntd•·s : Number : '!:ilue <C'lltri., .. 
b value : : : bv v.il nc : : :bv v.1 h.r 

Dollars : : Dollars : l'.crccnt;_ : : Dollars : ~·.'.'.'~~.:,_':_ : : !:'_n_ii.~-y~-;~~r._'.:~· 

: Certain tapestries, includ~ 
ing hand-worked petit­
point and other needle- : 
point tapestries, all 
the foregoing of textile : 
materials, except Gobeli~ 
and other hand-woven 
tapestries fit only for 
use es well hangings, 
end valued over $20 per 
square foot: 

Of cotton------------ : 

Of vegetable fibers, 
except cotton-'----- : 

Of wool------------- : 

Of silk-------------- : 
Of manmade fiber------ : 
Other---------------- : · 

17 : 

1 : 
13: 

1 : 

56,918 10 : 19 ,651 

18,100 -
39. 798 10 : 32 ,20-2 

- -
16 1 : 16 

-

: 34.5 
: : 

: : 
: -. : 
: 80.9 
: 
: -
: 100.0 
: 

7 : 37,267 

1 : 18,100 
3 : 7,596 

: 

-. 

65.5 

100.0 
19 .1 

~~--~~~---.:...~~~----~----~~----'----------------~--......:.-----'--------'-----------------~-------------------'---------'------·--·----···· 



Table 9 .-Certain furniahinga containtng, or which may contafn, 2 or more materials:· Preliminary summary, based on a 1-percent sample. of 111.: ort. 
during 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and.entries ln chief value of 1 material a.,d in rt,iet -•ei~f,, 
of another material 

Total entriea Entries of 1 material Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

:Entries in chief value of l 
:material and in chief weight 

of anothe.r material 
TSUSA it­

No. 
Brief description 

Number • Value • Numoer • Value 

~: :~: 
: : : : : 

Furnishings, not orna-
· mented 

Of vegetable fibers: 
366.0300 thru : : : : : : 

366.8400 (pt): Of cotton--------: 82 : 416,872 : 74 : 412,340: 
366.0300 thru 

366.8400 (pc): Of vegetable fibers, : 
except cotton-----: 45 : 94,157 : 41 : 91,444: 

367.0500 thru : : : : : : 
367.3030 : Of wool------------: 4 : 5,919 : 4 : 5,919: 

367.3500 thru : : : : : : 
367.4500 : Of ailk------------: - : - : 

367.5000 thru : : : : : 
367.6030 : Of marunade fiber----: 16 : 52,748 : 11 : 26,522: 

367.6500 : Other-------------: 1 : 51 : 1 : 51: 

. . . . . _________ ..._ ___ --- ··-- - -·- --• • • _.a_ 

Share of 
totol 

entries : Number : 
b;t value : : 

Value 

Share of 
total 

: entries : Number :. 
: bl'. value : ~ ,l 

Valu'!' 

:Share of 
: total 
:entries 
:b:z: value 

~: : Dollars : Percent : :~:~ 
: : : : : 

: : 
98.9 : 8 : 4,532 : 1.1 : 2 ' 241! • 0.1 

97.l : 4 : 2, 713: 2.9 l 273 O.J 
: : 

100.0 : - : 
: : : ,, 

- : - : - . 
: : 

50.3 : 5 : 26, 226 : 49.7 
100.0 

.,. ,,. 



Table 10.--Certaln handkerchiefs containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on s 1-percent sample of imports during 
1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of i or·more materials, and entries in chief value of l material and in chief weight of another 
material 

TSUSA itl!l'I 
No. 

370. 2400 thru 
370.6840 

370.7200 thru 
370.8000 

370.8420 and 
370.8440 

370.8820 and 
370. 8840 

37D. 9200 

Brief description 

'. Handkerchiefs, not 
· ornamented: 

Of cotton------------ : 

Of vegetable fibers, 
except cotton--------·: 

Of silk----------------- : 

Of man-mode fibers------ : 

Other----------~------- : 

Total entries 

Number • 

19 

l 
9 

16 

Value 

Dollars 

50,194 

1,470 
14,192 

44,317 

Entries of 1 material 

Share of 
total 

• Number Value entries 

Entries of 2 or 
more m11terinls 

:Entries in chief valua of l 
·:materhl ond in chief weight 

of another m:itcrial 

Number • Value 

Sh.uc of 
tl't<ll 

:Sh;:irc of 
: total 

entries : Number : V3l~e :entries 
b)'. val··ft ... ~ . bv value·: : :by v:1lue 

- - - l'c1·,·cnt ~: : Dollars : Percent : : Dollars 

18 

1 
7 

16 

. . . . 

50,023 

1,470 
12,746 

44,317 

---~ -

: Percent ---

99.7 

100.0 
89.8 

100.0 

: : uo.uars 

1 171 

2 1,446 

--- ---.. ----

0.3 ; - ; - . 
: : 
: : 

- : - . 
10.2 : 2 : 1,446 : 10.2 . : 

: - : - : 
: : : 

~ ..,. 



·~~~:~ 11.--Certain mufflers, eca~veR,shavls, end veils containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on a l~percent 
sample of imports during 1974-7~. total encrieR, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entrie~ in cfiief value of 1 material and in 
chief weight of another "'8terial 

TSl'SA item 
No. 

Brief description 

:Mufflers, RC:al'vee, shawls, 
end veils, ell the 
foregoing of textile 
materials: 

372.0~00,-.1010,: Of cotton------------ : 
-.1040, and 

-.1520 thru 
372.1560 

372.0820,-.1015.: Of vegetable fibers : 
-.1045, end : except cotton------- : 
372.2000 : 

372;0840,-.1020,: Of wool-------------: 
-.1050, end 
-.2500 thru 
372. 4500 

312.0860 .- .1025 •. ; Of silk----------------: 
-;1055, and : : 
-.5000 thru : : 
372.6540 

372.0600,-.1030,: Of manmade fibers----- ; 
-.1060, and 
-.7000 thru 
372. 7540 

372.0880,-.1035;; Other--------------- : 
-.1065, end 
-.8000 

S..-ary------------ : 

Total entries 

Number Value 

Entries of 1 mAterial Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

:Entries in chief value of l 
·:m.lter!.11 and in chief weight 

. of nnother Dl3tcrtal 

Number Value 

Share of 
total 

Sh:ire c>f 
tot11l 

:Share of 
: total 

entl'."ic!I : Number : Value : entries : Number : Value :e~tries 
by value : : : by v,1luo : : :by value 

Dollars : : Dollars : ~ : : Doll..!!:!!. : Percent.I: : Dollen : ~ 

67 : 33,594 : 54 : 31,794 : 94.6. : 13 : 1,800 : 5.4 : ·4 : 1,237 ! 3.7 

: : : : : : : : : : ... 
"' 1 : 17 : - : - : - : 1 17 ! 100.0 

: : : : : 
24 : 16,013 ! 17 ! 15,003 93.7 7 ' 

1,010 6.3 2 . 441 2.8 

66 : 124,135 : 56 : 100,543 : 81.0 : 10 : 23,592 : 19.0 10 23,592 19.0 

: : : : : : :. 
: : : : : : : ' ' '• 

: : : : : : 
111 : 498,021 : 108 ;497,734 99.9 3 287 0.1 

2 ' 
1,247 ' 2 : 1,247 100.0 

: .. : : : : : : .. : 
271 : 673,027 : 237 :646,321 : 96.0 : 34 : '26, 706 : 4.0 : 16 : 25,270 : J.8 



! .. 

·~n'>~e· 12.--Certain undeT'Vear containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary eummary, based on a 1-percent ~ample, of tll!Ports 
curing 1974-76, total entries, entrieA of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of 1 materiel and in~jef veight 
c• a~other ~atertal . · · 

TSl!SA i~e 
No. 

378.1512 thru 
378.n39 

378.6010 thru 
J78.60JO 

Brief descxiption 

Certain underwear, not 
orna111ented: 

ltnit: 
Of cotton, valued 

over $4 per pound--: 
Of man-made fibers--: 

Total entries 

N1J111ber 

15 
8: 

Value 

~ 

5,969 
26,611 

Entries of 1 material Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

: Entries in C:i~ •alue of 1 
·:material uid i'9 chief veight 

of anoUiec .. terial 
:Share of 
: total 

Number : Value : entT"ies : Number : Value : ent.ries : Numbe'r : Yalu• :entriea 

Share of 
total 

Share of 
total 

: _____ : ____ :by VAlue_: : : hy_value : : :by value 

8 

8 

Dollars : Percent : : Dollars : Percent : : D01lara : ~ 

4,923 
26,6U 

82.5 
100.0 

7 1,046 17 .5 1 109 1.8 

,,.. ...... 



I 
Table 13.-Certain wearing apparel containing, or vhich may contain, .2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on a 1-percent slllllple,of imports dur-

ing 1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries ·of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of l material and in chief weight of another 
material 

Total entries Entries of 1 material :Entries of 2 or more materials: 
Entries in chief value of 1 
material and in chief weight 

of another material 

TSUSA item No. 

381).0001 thru 
380.0080 

380.0605 thru 
380.3984 

382.0001 thru 
382.0096 

382.0605 thru 
382.3391 

380.0203 thru 
380.0270 

380. 5710 thru 
380.6690 

· 382.0202 thru 
382.0270 

382.4800 thru 
382.6390 

Brief description 

Wearing apparel, not 
specially provided 
for: 

Of cotton: 
Ken's and boys' 

wear: 

Num­
b er 

Ornamented !/---: 80 

Not ornamented-: 610 

Women's, girls', 
and infants' 
wear: 

Ornamented !/---: 344 

Not ornamented--:1,378 

Sunnary--~------:2,412 
Of wool: · · 

Ken's and boys' 
wear: 

Ornamented !/--: 19 

Not ornamented---: 452 

Women's, girls', 
and infants' 
wear: 

Ornamented !/----: 29 

Not ornamented---: 942 

SUllBMry--------:1,442 

Value 

Dol~are 

336,194 

3,729,594 

Num­
ber 

79 

475 

1,055,974 : 318 

5,734,526 :1,055 

10,856,288 :1,927 

49,049 16 

1.424,600 306 

52,561 16 

2,543,382 503 

4,069;592 841 

!/ Includes lace or net wearing apparel, whether or not ornamented. 

Value 

Dollars 

312. 983 

3,160,039 

972,333 

4,257,936 

8. 703. 291 

35,806 

842,954 

18,452 

1,254,645 

2,151,857 

Share 
of 

total : Nwn­
: en tr 1 es: ber 

by 
: value : 
:Percent: 

93.1 1 

84.7 135 

92.1 26 

74.3 323 

80.2 485 

73.0 3 

59.2 146 

JS.I 13 

49.3 439 

52.9 601 

Value 

Dollars 

23,2ll 

569,555 

83,641 

l,476,5QO 

2,152,997 

13, 243 

581,646 

34,109 

1,288,737 

1,917,735 

Share 
of 

total : Num-
:entries: ber 

by 
: value : 
:Percent: 

6.9 

15.3 : 40 

7.9 4 

25.7 87 

19.8 131 

27.0 2 

40.8 52 

64.9 4 

50.7 167 

47.1 225 

Value 

~ 

89,652 

699 

167,293 

257,644 

7,310 

228,982 

7,251 

693,964 

937,507 

Share 
of 

total 
:entries 

by 
t value 
=~ 

2.4 

.1 

2.9 

2.4 

14.9 

16.1 

13.8 

27.3 

23.0 

,,. 
°' 



Table 13.--Certain vearing apparel containing, or vhich may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on a i-percent sample, of imports dur­
ing 1974-76, ·total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, end entries in chief value of i material and in chief veight of another 
material-Continued 

TSUSA item No. : 

380.0401 thru 
380.0475 

380.8101 thru 
380.8486 

382.0401 thru 
382.0488 

382. 7801 thru 
382.8156 

380. C5Cl :'.1ru 
380.0566 

380.4505 titru 
380.5192 

Total entries Entries of 1 material 
Entries in chief value of 1 

:EntrieR of 2 or more materials: material and in chief weight 
of another material 

Brief description 

Wearing apparel, not 
specially provided 
for--continued: 

Of manroade fibers: 
Men's and boys' 

'llear: 

Num­
ber 

Ornamented!/---: 52 

Not ornamented---: 545 

Women's, girls' and : 
infants' wear: 

Ornamented !/----: 293 

Not ornamented--~:1,802 

SUllllll8ry---------:2,692 
Of vegetable fibers 

(except cotton) 
of silk, or of 
other fibers, 
except cotton, 
wo~l, and manmadc 
f ~hen: 

Men's and boys'. 
wee:-: 

O~nar.iented ;_/--: 

~ot or:iamented: 
Of vegetable 

fibers, ex­
cept cotton---: 13 

Value 

Dollars 

489,618 

4,426,327 

Num­
ber 

33 

424 

1,098,463 : 240 

10,884,640 :1,565 

16,899,048 :2,262 

50,589 3 

Value 

Dollars 

Share 
of 

total : .Num­
:entries: ber 

by 
: value : 
:Pen~: 

315,547 :. 64.4 19 

3,471,441 : 78.4 121 

849,960 77 .4 53 

10,203,259 93.7 237 

14,840,207 87.8 430 

·-

1,762 3.5 10 

Value 

Dollars 

174,071 

954,886 

248,503 

681,J81 

2,058,841 

48,R27 

Share 
of 

total : Num­
:entries: her 

by 
: value : 
:~~: 

35.6 6 

21.6 

22.6 1 

6.J 4 

12.2 12 

96.5 9 

Value 

Dolfars 

15,245 

1,417 

1,231 

1,266 

19,159 

Share 
of 

total 
:entries 

by 
: value 
:~ 

3.1. 

'l:.I 

.1 
.... 

!J "' 
.1 

- : 

48,547 96.0 

!T Includes lacear-net wearing apparel, whether or not ornamented. 'J:_/ Less than o.os percent. 



Table lJ.--Certain veering apparel containing, or vhich may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summary, based on a I-percent sample, of imports dur­
ing 1974-76, total entries, entries of l material, entries of 2 or more materials, and entries in chief value of i material and in chief weight of another 
material--Continued 

TSUSA item No.: 

380. 7205 thru 
380.7535 

380.9005 thru 
JS0.9035 

382.0509 thru 
382.0581 

382.3904 thru 
382.4295 

382. 6904. thru 
382.7282 

382.8705 thru 
382.siJS 

Brief description 

Wea~ing apparel, not 
specially provided 
for--continued: 

Of vegetable fibers 
etc--continued 

Hen's and boy a' 
wear-con.: 

Not ornamen­
ted--con.: 

Of silk--------: 

Other--------: 
Women's, girl's and : 

infants' wear: 
Ornamented 1/---: 

Not ornamented: 
Of vegetable 

fibers, ex-

Total entries· 

Num- : Value 
ber 

~ 

19 28,185 

9 5,049 

cept cotton--: 21 
Of silk--------: 134 

81,939 
185,424 

Other----.:.---: 2 4,411 
Summary: 

Ornamented 1/----: 9 5,049 
Not ornamented: 

Of vegetable 
fibers, ex-

Entries of l material 
Entries in chief value of l 

:Entries of 2 or more materials: material and in chief weight 
of another material 

Num- : 
ber 

15 

9 

4 
112 

2 

9 

: 

Share : : 
of : : 

Value : total : Num- : 
:entries: her : 

by : : 
: value : : 

Dollars :Percent: : 

23,2l3 82.4 4 

5,01•9 100.0 

20,367 : 24.9 : 17 : 
172,638 : 93.l : 22 : 

: 
4,411 : 100.0 : - : 

5,049 : 100.0 : - :. 

: S!iare : : : Share 
: of : : : of 

Value : total : Num- : Value : total 
:entries: her : :entries 
: by : : : by 
: value : : : value 

Dollars :Percent: : ~ :Percent 

·: 

4 ,972 17 .6 4 4,972 17.6 

-~ 

- : 

61,572 : 75.l : 9 : 49. 307 : 60.2 
12,786 : 6 .9 : 15 : 6,819 : 3.7 

- : 

cept cotton---: 34 : 132,528 : 7 : 22,129 : 16.7 27 : li0,399 : 83.3 : 18 97,854 
11,791 

73.8 
5.5 Of silk-------: 153: 213,609 : 127: 195,851 : 91.7 26: 17,758 : 8.3: 19 

Other-------: 2 : 4 411 : 2 : 4 411 100.0 - : - : - : - : 
Subtotal---: 189 : 350,548 : 136 : 222,391 6:1.4 : 53 : 128,157 : 36.6 : 37 : 109,645 : 31.J 

Total-------: 198 : J55,597 : 145 : 221,440 61..o : SJ : 128,157 : J6.o : 31 : 109.1'>45 : )o.8 

,!.,-Zncludes lace or net wearing apparel, whether or not ornamented. 



.-

Table lj.--Certain ~earin~ apparel containing, or whir.h may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary R11mmnry, hased on a 1-percent sample, of 1.mports dur­
ing 19i4-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 ot morP. material~, and entries in chlef value of l mate~Jal and ln chief ~eight at another 
material· 

Total entri.eG Entries of 1 material 
EntriP." tn chief \'alue of_! __ 

:E,trie~ of 2 or more materials: m4terfnl and ln chlef ~cl~ht 
: of nr.o\!1rr. '113t·.·r~al. ----- ------ ---------s·,;;;;e·· 

of 

------ Sla1tr·.;-·:- ---:-·- --- ··-. - ···-·;- ··::;_m- -
TSUSA iteta No.: Rrief description 

Nul'l- : "/aluP. Nu:o- : 

W'ea~·ing a!'pare! not 
specially provided 
for: 

Su11'11111ry: 
ay type of apparel: 

ber 

Hen's a.d boys' 
wenr--------:1,790 

Women's, girls' 
9nd infants' 
wear--------:4,954 

By fabrication: ·: 
~rnamented 1/----: 826 
Not ornamented--:5,918 

1y fiber: 
Of cotton-----:2,412 
Of wool---------:1,442 
Of manmade fiber--:2,692 

<ier : 

Dalla~ 

10,534,156 :~.351 : 
: : 
: : 

21,646,369 :3,824 : 
: : 

3,086,908 : 711 : 
29,093,617 :4,464 : 

: : 
10,855,288 :1,927 : 
4,069,592 : 841 : 

16,899,048 :2,262 : 

Val:·e : to ta!. : Num- : 
:entries: ber : 

by : : 
: value : : 

Q_ol iars :P~rcent: : 

8,163,745 : 17 .5 : 439 : 
: : : 
: : : 

17,759,050 : 82.0 :1,130 : 
: 

2,510,130 : 81.3 : us : 
23,4!2,b65 : 80.5 :1,454 : 

: : : 
8;703,291 : 80.2 : 485 : 
2,151,857 : 52.9 : 601 : 

14,840,207 : . 87.8 : 4)0 : 
Other-----------: 1911 --- _,. --- --· --- --·- --'tt;,t;. c;,07 .. , ,, " ??7 1.1.n 

"''· n 
.... 

r.f : : : of 
"/alue : total : Nurn- : Valul' : tOt.:1 l 

:eutr.lrn: her : :t>ntr!cs 
: by : : : by 
: value : : : valn·• 

!'.2}. lars :Percent: : Q_ollars :!'ere~!:_ 
: : ., 

2,370,411 : 22.5 : 114 : 396,125 : '.J. 8 
: : : : 
: : : : 

"' 3,887,319 : 18.0 : 291 : 927,8JO : 4. 3 ..... 

576, 778 : 18.7 : 17 : )1,7)6 : . 1.0 
5,680,952 : 19.5 : 388 : l,2Q2,219 : 4.4 

: 
2,152,997 : 19.8 : 131 : 257,644 : 2.4 
1,917, 735 : 47.1 : 7.25 : 937,507 : 23.0 
2,058,841 : 12.2 : l2 : 19 ;159 : .1 

128,157 : 36·.0 : 37 : 109,645 : )0.8 
Total------------·-:6,744 -- ·-- --- • ··- -- --- --- -- • ··- --- --JL.~OU,~LJ :~,~/~ ! L::J, ':ILL, 1'1) ! t.\U.O :.L,~0'1 : 6,257,730 : 19.4 : '•O.S : 1,)23,955 : 4.1 

--r_7 Includes lace or net weari:tg appa·~l. whether or not ornamented. 



Table 14.--Certain headwear containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Preliminary summery, based on a 1-p~rcent sample, of imports during 
1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more materials, and en~rieR in chief value of l material and ln chief weigh~ of another 
material 

:~ntrlcs ln chlcf value c~ 
Total entries : Entries of l matcrlnl : f.ntries of 2 or :matcrL.11 nntl in chJef Yclr.ht 

: inore m:::itcr L;t l:~ ot= ,,not her m:ttcr t,, 1.. •. 

"'."Sl'SA item : Brief dc::cr.lp:lon : : : : : si.,.re of : : : :;11.1r" 0f : :Sh..1rc of 
~o. : : : : total . . : t<'t" I : : total . . 

Number Value l'umber Value <!ntrtcs : Number : Value : •'11 tr! r•s : Number : Value :entries 
~value : : : 1!_.v_v~i_l uc : : :bv .v:.lue 

Dollars : : Dollars i'f!TCt."11 t : Dollars 11

1'1' •"l~ : Dollars.: l'crccn.s.. ·--- ---
: : 

Certain headwear: 
702.0600 thru : Of cotton. flax, or 

702 .1400 : ho th----------------- : 41 : 127,J49 : JS : 120,'JS'I 9'.i.O: 3 : 6,360 5.0 2 : 4. 704 : 3.7 
702. 54QO thru : Of wool----------------- : 56 : 72,643 : 38 : 44,284 61..0 18 : 28, 35'1 39.0 : 4 : 1.4. 943 : 20.6 

702. 8000 : : : : : : : : : : : 
702.8500 thru : Of silk----------------- : 4 : 2,412 : 4 : 2,412 : 100.0 : - : - : 

702. 9500 : : : : : : 
703.0500 thru : Of manmade fibers------- : 58: 181,484 : 50 : 133,908 : 73.8: 8 : 47,576 : 26.2 : - : 

70).1500 : : : 
Sumnary--------------- : 159 : 383,888 : 130 : 301, 593 : 78. 6 : 29 : 82,295 : 21.4 : 6 : 19,647 : s.1 

--~--=----·-=---· ---u. 
"' 



ble 15.--Certain gloves containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Pr·euminary SU111111ary, hased on a 1-percent sample, of imports during 
1974-76, total entries, entries of 1 materlal, entrJes of 2 or more.materials, and entries in chief value of 1 material and in chie( weight of 
another material 

:Entries in chief v:1luc ~c · 
Total entries Entries of l material Entries of 2 nr :m;ttcrial and in chief '-"ci;:;,~ 

more materinls of '1nother m:itcrt"; 
fSUSA. item 

No. 
Brief description Share of : : : Si1.1r.: ,,[ : : :S.1 .• : •! of 

Number Value Numt>er 
total : : . : tnt:i ~ : : : to:.11 

.Value entr.i.cs : Number : Value .: t>ntri••s : Number : Value :f!ntri.es 
• b value : : : '>v v.,:11,: : : :bv ·:··~: ... 

Dollars : : Dollars : l'ercent : : Dollars : !'.c:.1·;-:._:,_:_ : : Dollars : .!'.!:.:":e:i_t_ 

).0520 thru 
704. 3000 
•.3220 and 
104.3240 
1.3400 

1.4010 thru 
.. 4025,-. 4502: 
:hru 704.4526: 
•nd 704.5015 .: 
1.4055 thru 
'04.4085, 
·. 4555 thru 
'04. 4585 and. 
·• 5055 thru 
'04 • .5985 
'• 5500 thru 
04. 7000 
.7500 thru 
04.8000 
.8500 thrµ 
04.9000 
.9500 
• 3550 thru 
05. 7800 

• 8410 thru 
05.8600 
.9000 

'Gloves and glove linings, 
of textile materials, 
lace or net gloves; 
whether or not orment-: 
ed, and other gloves, 
ornamented: 

Of vegetable fibers or 
of wool-----~------­

Of manmade fibers----- : 

Other-----------~----
Gloves, not ornamented: 

Of cotton--------------

Of vegetable fibers, 
except cotton-------

Of vool----------

Of silk-------~----

Of man!aade fibers------ : 

Other----------------- : 
Gloves of leather, except :· 

gloves wholly of horse- ! 

hide or cowhide-------
Gloves of ·rubber or . 

plast1c11---------
0ther gloves and glove 

linings, except gloveR 
wholly o( horsehide or 

1 : 
26 : 

: 
3 : 

: 
22 : 

12 

31 

81 

42 

25 : 1 : 25 : 
193, 294 : 23 : 154,993 : 

: : 
38,392 : 2 : 18,055 : 

: : 
99 ,298 : 19 : 79 ,024 : 

: 

: : 
: : 

- . 

7,628 7 5,550 

251,236 26 204,943 

453,338 36 147,609 

470. 708 30 328,832 

! I 

100.0 - . - . 
80.2 3 : 38, 301 : 19.8 : - : -: 

: 
47 .0 1 : 20;337. : 53.0 : - : - . 
79 .6 3 : 20,274 : 20.4 

: : : : : 
: 
: 
: 

72.8 I 5: 2,078 27.2 

- : - : 

81.6 5: 46,293 18.4 - : 

- : 

32.6 . 45 : 305, 729 67.4 - : 

69.9 12 : 141,876 30.1 1 796 s 

cowhide-----------~-- · - · - · - · - • - • _ • _ , _ : _ : _ : 
-------~Summa"--__ ry------------- : 218 : 1,513,919 : 144 : 939,031 : 62.0 : 74: 574,888 : 38.0 : 1 : 796: lJ 
/ Less than 0.05 percent. 

..,, ... 

0.2 



.. 

Table 16.--Certain wearing apparel of leather containing, or which may contain, 2 or more materials: Pre] iminary ·smnmary, based on. a 1-percent sample· 
of imports during 1974-76, total entr~es, entries of 1 material, entries of 2 or more mat:er1als, and entries in chief value of l material and in 
chief weight of another material · 

TSUSA item 
No. 

791.7500 

Brief description 
.. 

: 
Certain wearing apparel 

not specially provided 
.for, of leather, except: 
reptile leather~-------: 

Total entries 

: 
Number Value 

Dollars 
: 

91 : 308, 120 

Entries of 1 materiel Entries of 2 or 
more materials 

:Entries in chief value of 1 
·:material and in chief veight 

of another 11111terial 
.. . . 

; Number ; Value 

: : 
: : Dollars 
: : 

: 77 : 261,239 
: 

Share of : : : Share of : : 1 :Share of 
total : : : total : : : total 

entr:ies : Number : Value : entries : Number : Value :entries 
by value : : ______ : by value : _: _:by value 

Pe-rcent : : Dollars : .!'._~-~ : : Dollars : Percent 

64.8 14 46,881 15.2 3 1,457 o.s 

..,. 
.a:-



Table 17.~Wearing apparel and accessories: U.S. shipments of domestically mede articles and imports by percent of principal fiber, 
based on chief weight, 1976 

(Thousands of dozens) 

Shipmento by percent of principal fiber 

Apparel and accessories by fiber in chief weight Total 
shipments 100 per­

cent 
90-99 . 80-89 
percent · .percent 

Cotton, total--~-~------------~~~----~~-----~-: 15,918.4 : 8 1 S83.9 ___ _ 
Cotton and cotton/manmade-f iber blends, chiefly 

cotton~---~----~-------------------~--------: 

Domestic-~~--------------~----~----------~~-: 

Imported~-~-~------------~--~----------~---~: 

Oth"r blends, chiefly cotton----------------------: 

15,916.9 
15,182.7 

734.2 
1. s 

8,583.9 
8,083.9 

500.0 
y 

Wool, total---~--------------~-------------------: 274.2 : 266.2 .~ ~·~ 
Wool and vool/manmade-fiber blends, chiefly wool-----: 274.2 : 266.2 • 

Domestic----------~--------------------------------: 258.1 : 2S4.6 
Imported~-~-------------------------------------: 16.1 : 11.6 

Other blends, chiefly wool-------------~-------~-~--: 1/ : ~/ 

70-79 
percent 

60-69 percent : SO-S9 percent 
&S per- : Other : SO per- : Other 
cent 1/ : _ : cent 2/ 

9.3 : 6,435.4 : 51.5 
S.4 : 6,272.S : .3 
3.9 : 162.9 : 51. 2 

: 
8.4 : 6,435.4 : SO.I 

: 
7.8 : 2/ 6,435.4 : SO. l 
4.8 : 2/ 6,272.5 : -
}.o : - 1f 162.9 : 50.l 

.6 
: : 

.1 : - : 1.0 

.1 : - : 1.0 
- : - : -

.1 : - : 1.0 
]I : - : 1.1 

: : 
7 • lc:.a.a. h. .... 1.ow) : Manmade fibers, total-~~--------------------------: 14,475.6 : 11,154.2 : 351.4 : 711.4 : 6.1 : 2,2Sl.4 ... , ___ --· .4 

Marunade fibers end msnmade fiber/cotton blends, 
chiefly manmade fibers-------~------------------: 

Domestic~-----~------------~--------~---------: 

Imported-----~----------------~-----~---------: 
Manmade fiber/wool blends, chiefly manmade fibers----: 

Domestic---~-------------------------------------: 

·Imported---~------------~----------------------: 
Other blends, chiefly manmade fibers---------------7 : 

Domestic-------------------------------------------: 
Imported-------------:------------------------------: 

.2 : 2,22S.3 

.2 : 1,717.4 
1.1 : S07.9 

S.9 : 14.7 
14 .6 

S.9 : .1 
11.4 

- : 11.4 
1.1 

: 
.1 :(Included ) : '}/ 
. l : ( with ) : 

- : ( cotton ) : '}/ 
.6 : - : .1 
.4 
• 2 : - : .1 . ) 

.3 : 

Lese 
than 

50 per­
cent 

98. 3 : - : - : :Ji : - : .1 . : - : - : JI 
uume6~i~---------------------------------------------: 1~.o : ~- ~ 

18.8 : - : - : 1/ : - : 1.1 : - : - : '}/ 

17 Includes blends 65 percent of l fiber and 35 percent<iflleecond fiber. 2/ -Includes all blends of SO-percent cotton and SO-percent msnmsde fibers. 
}/ Less than 50 dozen. ~/ Not applicable. - · 

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S. International Trade Commission. 

Note.--Table includes data from questionnaires received by the U.S. International Trade Commission through Apr. l, 1977. 

"' "' 



Table 18.-Apparel fabrice: U.S. ehip!Dt!nte of domeetically made articles and imports by percent of principal fiber, based on chief weight, 1976 

Fabric by fiber in chief weight 

(!ho11_s(lnd11_ (If __!!qu11re ys_rds) 

Total 
shipments 100 per­

cent 

Shipments by percent of principal fiber 

90-~9: 80-89 70-79 
per- : percent '. percent 
cent : 

60-69 percent 
65 per- ' Other 
cent 1/ 

50-59 percent 
50 per­
cent 2/ Other 

Less 
than 

SO per­
cent 

Total, all fibers------------------------ 189,129.9 : 143,790.3 : 71.0 : 1,213.8 : 3,892.8 :25,093.4 :U,094.0 : 2,800.2 :1,171.4 : 3.0 
Do111estic------------------------------ 140,126.2 : 110,742.5 : - : 1,188.0 : 3,491.4 :24,7011.l : - : .2 : -
Imported--------:....--------------------- 49,003.7 : 33,047.8 : 71.0 : 25.8 : 40L4. : 389.3 :11,094.0 : 2,800.0 :1,171.4 

Cotton and cotton/manmade-fiber blends, chiefly 
cotton---------------------------------------: 56,389.1 

Domestic--------------------------------: 23, 93 7. 3 
Imported-------------------------------------: 32,451.8 

43,247.6 
23,937.0 
19,310.6 

.1 :10,088.0 

.1 
- :10,088.0 

2/ 2,750.2 
- 2/ .2 
'!/ 2,750.0 

303.2 
-

303.2 

Wool, total---------------------------------: 10,535.1 : 4,697.2 : 2.6 : 1,188.0 : 3,745.4 : - : - : 50.0 . ---Ao;l.9 
sso-:0 Wool and wool/manmade-fiber blende, chiefly wool----: 10,480.6 : 4,697. 

Dollleetic---------------------------------: 5,614.7 : 935. 
Imported-------------------------------: 4.865.9 : 850.0 

Other blends, chiefly wool------------------------: 50.0 l.9 
Domeetic----------------------------------------: -
Imported--------------------------------------: 50.0 l.9 

: 
If'._ 1 • Ha111118de fibers, total---------------------------: 122,202.7 : 95,845.5 : 68.4 : 25.8 : 147.4 :25,093.J : 1,006.0 :(See below) __ _ 

Hanmade fibere and manmade fiber/cotton blende, : : 
chiefly manmade fibers-------------------------: 121,152.8 : 95,845.S 

Domestic---------------------------------------: 110,574.2 
Imported-----------------------------r-----: 10,578.6 

Hanmade fiber/wool blends, chiefly manmade fibers---: 962.3 
Domestic---------------------------------------: 
Imported------------------------------------------: 

Other blends, chiefly manmade fibers---------~------: 

Domestic----------------------------------------: 

962.3 
87.6 

Imported----------------------------------------: 87.6 

85,870.2 
9,975.3 

3/ 
J/ 
J/ 
J/ 
J/ 
l/ 

.-

68.4 

68.4 

25.0 

25.0 
.8 

.8 

37.8 :25,087.0 : 157.5 :(Included 
: ( with 

:24,704.0 : - : ( cotton 
37.8 : 383.0 : 157.5 

109.6 : 6.3 : 829.3 16.3 
- : - : 

109.6 : 6. 3 : 829.3 16.3 
19.2 

-
19.2 

3.0 

-~ 

Other fibers, total---------------------------------: 3.0 : - : - : - : - : - : - : - : - : 3.0 
Domestic------------------------------------------: 
Imported-------------------------------------------: 3.0 3.0 

1/ Includes all blends 65 percent of l fiber and 35 percent of a"Second-fiber~2/ Includes all blends of SO-percent cotton and SO-percent manmade fibere. 
"j/ Not applicable. -

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to questionnaires of the U.S; International Trade Commission. 

Note.--Table includes data from questionnaires received by the U.S. International Trade Commission through Apr. 1, 1977. 



'h!:·~•' l ~ --Br• .. adwoven fal;r~c1: U.S, productiou ?>y fibau 
in chief weight, 1571-75 !/ 

(Millions of ~.iner.r yardo 

1971 1972. I 1973 1974 

I 

1975 

Total, all :iber~---------ill,147.0 :11,298.6 :11,300.3 :10,717.9 9,451.9 

Cot ton------------------- =-=-6 a.-;• 1~4~8...:.. 7e-:-""'5 ... , ~66~5~-~9_-:....:5:..a·~O:;B==-5 ~· 6~.....=.4 a.:• 7~1;-::3..:.. ~6 ....:...~4..a.., .!!.09?.:4~·:.!.7_ 
Wool--------·-·-------------: 112.6 101.8 I 106.0 81.0 78.9 

Apparel fabric-----------·---: 108 • 2 95 • 8 99. 7 72. 7 69. s 
Ken'• and t·oy~' clo:?!!nr;--• 47 .5 33.5 36.3 27 .5 . 26. 7 
Women' a an~ chi1 :lru•' s 

clothing-------------: 60.7 62.3 63.4 45.1 1 42.8 
All wool--·--------------: 1!1.6 17.3 13.7 6.9 8.0 
Blends, r:hie:Zly we>cl----: 26.3 24.4 30.9 22.5 18.7 
Not •pecified----------: 17.8 20.6 18.8 15.7 16.1 

Non.apparel fabric--------: 4.4 6.0 6.3 8.4 1 9.4 
Hanaade fibers and eilk------: 4,885.6 5,530.9 6,108.7 5,923.3 5,278.3 

Pa bric , to ta 1--------------- :-4T."";, 6~5~7...:.. T.4 -:-~5 .... , -;-;30~1~ • .;o:-7"-i5r',~8~976 .:.:. 6;--:-;.5 .a.-:, 6~0~1:.:.. -:-3-=-....:;4:.a.,~98~1~.:..:5~ 
All-filaaen t yarn hb r ic-- : _1..,, 4r>3

11
3_.Tl-;-_l_,,,7:;;2;z3_. Or,;--;;l;.:.•.z.8~91-5 ~· 0~1-=l.L, ii96~2r-:·;;7,_:._l:.i..;, 6~8~8;.!.~(1-

0f celluloaic fiber!----: 521.1 so6.2 473.o 431.5 325.3 
100 percent of 1 

fiber----------: 408.2 389.1 352.3 ·: 3J9.5 275.3 
Blends-------•-------: 112.9 117.1 120.7 1 92.0 1 50.0 

Of noncellulosic fi-
bers----------------: 912.0 1,216.8 

317.1 
899.7 

1,422 .o 
332.5 

1,089.5 

1,531.2 I 1,362.7 
342.8 260.1 

1,188.4 1,102.6 
Gla•s fibers----------: 272.2 
Other----------------: 639.8 

100 percent of 1 
fiber--~-----: 616.3 862.0 I 1,035.Q 1,088.4 1 1 036.0 

Blend•-------------1 23.5 37.7 54.5 I 100.0 66.6 
ill-apun yarn fa b:: ic 'l./--- :-=-2 ~· 7,;;7:;:-3..:..;. 8;.-:-=-3 ,Li0~6~2..:..;. 6;:--:.....:::.3 ~· 5;-:2:;6.:..:· 8;.....:~31.;' 3~0~8:.:.. ;..8 ....:_~3.a..:, 0~3~6!..:.· LS 

Of cellulo~ic fiber•---: ·381.7 428.1 435.4 294.5 172.4 
All cellulo•ic--------: 210.l 1 274.8 1 248.5 1 162.4 78.6 
Blend•--------------: 171.6 153.3 1 186.9 132.1 1 93.8 

Of noncellulo1j~ fi-
b•:-"------------: 2,392.0 2,634.4 3,091.4 3,014.2 

100 percent of 1 1 
fiber---~-----: 33.8 62.6 118.4 126.2 1 

Blenda------------: 2,358.2 2,571.8 I 2,973.0 2,888.0 
Polyuter vith 

cotton------: 1,998.5 2,190.1 2,513.9 2,381.2 
Pol71•ter vith 1 1 

wool---------: 16.8 16.2 .I 12.1 I 

Other----------: 342.9 1 365.5 447.0 
Combination.a and aisturee : 

of f ilaaent and 1pun 
yarn fabrics--------: 

Silk------------------: 
100 percent •ilk----------: 
Blend•------------------: 

llanlr.etina, peper, and 
other 1pecialty 
fabric•---------------: 

I 

450.5° I 

5.9 
1. 2 I 
4. 7 : . 

222.3 

515.4 I 

6.2 
1. 7 
4.5 I 

223.7 I 

474.8 
6.2 I 

1.8 
4.4 

205.9 

3/ 
s06.8 

329.8 
6.0 
1.4 
4.6 

316.0 
: l I : 

2,864.1 

152.5 
2,711.6 

2,359.5 
.. 

3/ 
352.1 

257.0 
4/ 
41 
"!_I 

296.8 

1/ Data for 1976 are not available. 2l lxclude1 bl1nlr.etin1. 3/ Include~ 
with "other" blends. !!./ Included with lrblanltetin1, papar, and other 1p1cialty 
fabric•." · 

Source: · Partly e•ttmated fr0111 official 1tati1tic• of the D.S. I>ePart11ent 0 r 
~rce. 



'Iable 20.-Certai.a teztlle h~ furniebtog11: U.S. •hipmeota of do•emtically -de articles and ilq;.;.1 • .1 

by percent of principal fiber, _baaed on chief veiaht, 1976 

shiplll!Dt• by percent of principal fiber 

60-69 50-59 : :-11 Product tYl'e by fiber io 
cbief weight 

Total 
•hip-
9Ml t• 

• • percent 
100 ; 90-99 ; 8o-89 : 70-79 : 6 5 : 

perr.ent :percent:perceot :percent: per : Other: 

E!rcent : t:hlllt 

50 : : so per-

lu1• and carpetiq :61,522.8 
Chiefly of wool : 322.0 

no..•tic---------------
laported 1 312.0 

Chiefly of --.le fiben-:61 0 199.0 
l>o9a8tic :61,169.8 
lap>rted : 29.2 

Of other -t•rial•, 

:61.193.0 
1.4 

1.4 
:61,189.8 
:61,169.8 

20.0 

cent: •. 

(Tbouaands of square yards) 

: - . 6.2 
- : - : 

- : - : 6.2 : - : - : 
- : - : - : 6.2 : 

per-: Other : c8nt 
cent: 

' 
: : 

121.8 : 201.8 
121.8 : 198.8 

121.8 : 198.8 
- : - : . ).0 

- I - : ·3.0 

illported : 1.8 : 1.8 : - : - : - : - : - : - : . 

llanltet---------------------
Chlef ly of wool-----------­

l>o9e• tic 
l.-ported 

Chiefly of -Dllade fibera---: 
~•tic 

lllportedl---------------

To.el•. chiefly of cotton : 
l>o9e•tic----------~-------
Iaported ·: 

I 

Ott.r lli11cellan-• prodw:t-: 
Chiefly of cotto : 
Dome•tic----~------~--­

lllported---------------
Chiefly of -lm&de fiber.-: 
l>o-.•tic------------~~­

laported----------------
Other -: 

l>caoe•tk-----------
lllf-Orted 

±: - .. ~,.~.Alli SO dozeo. 

509. 7 : 491.4 
45.6 : 27.J 
0.6 : 27.J 
1/ : 1/ 

464.1 : 464.1 
464.1 : 464.l 
!I : 1/ 

: 
1,611.9 : 142.0 
1.469.9 

142.0 : 142.0 
: 

657.4 : 634.2 
120.2 : 100.2 

- : 
120.2 : 100.2 
5J6.l I 534.0 
534.0 : 534.0 

2.1 : i/ 
1.1 : !/ 
1.1 : !I .. 

(Thousaods of doaemi) 

0.1 
.1 
.1 

!/ - : 

424.6 :1,045.3 
424.6 :1.045.3 

- . - : 

7.8 
7.8 
7.8 

: 
3.2 : 

- : 
- I 

2.1 : 
- I 

2.1 : 
1.1 : 

- : 
1.1 

: 

- : - : 
: - : - : 

- : - : 
!/ 
- : 

!/ - : 

10~4 
10.4 
10.4 

- : - : 
: 

- : 
- : - : - : 

- : 

- : 

---·-·· .. --

-·: 

- : 
- : 

: 
- : 20.0 
- : 20.0 - . -- : 20.0 

- : - : 

... 

Source: Cc..,lled froa data ..-ttted lo respoo9e to que11tionnaire11 of the U.S. lnternattanal Trade ec-1.-
·don. 

1'ote.-Tabla iD<"ni!ea data from:-· ~•tioonaires recelYed by the U.S. loteroatlonal Tracie Comntssioo throagh 
. April 10 1977. 

"' GD 
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Table 21.--Filament yarns: U.S. production by types of manmade fibers, 1971-76 

(Millions of pounds) 

Year Rayon Acetate Nylon 

1971----: 303.4 449.3 1,237.9 
1972 ... ---: 251. 7 401.4 1~463.9 
1973----: 198.1 437.2 1,582.8 
1974----: 171.8 361.6 1,560.0 
1975----: 64.8 301.3 1,295.4 
1976----: 74.8 286.9 1,372.5 

1/ Primarily saran and spandex. 
l:./ Included in "other." 

Olefin :Polyester 

261.8 ]j 
346.5 951.7 
423.8 l,~19.8 
463.1 1,408.0 
442.9 1,458.9 
509.3 1,404.7 .. . 

Textile 
glass 

468.2 
571.6 

. 688.0 
682.9 
546.5 
676.0 

. . . Other !/ 

688.2 
11.2 
13.2 
11.9 
11. 7 
12.0 

Source: Compiled from published data of the Textile Economics Bureau, Irie. 



60 

Table 22.--Spun yarns:: U.S. production by fibers 
in chief weight, 1971-75 1./ 

(Millions of 2ounds) 
Spun yarn in chief 

1975 1974 1973 1972 1971 weight of-- . 
. • 

Total--------------: 5 2185.9 52691.8 6 2297.3 62 225.6 6 2 073 2 2 
Cotton 2,517.1 2,780.2 3,059.0 3,344.7 3,453."5 

All cotton------------: 2,284.0 2,505.4 2, 751. 7 3,049.1 3, 181. 5 
Blends---~-----------: 233.1 274.8 307.3 295.6 272.0 . . 

Wool--------------------: 118.2 141.8 195.2 256.6 . 255.5 . . 
· All wool-..:------------: 64.6 73.1 111.2 171.1 177 .o 
Blends---------------: 53.6 . 68.7 84.0 85.5 78.5 .. 

Man-made fibers---------: 2,476.7 ·2, 676. 2 2,940.6 2,526.5 2,267.0 
Cellulosic fibers 2/--: 234.4 365.9 471.8 479.9 487.0 

100 percent of one 
fibe·r-----------: 132.0 231. 7 271.0 284.7 286.6 

Blends--------------: 102.4 134.2 200.8 195.1 200.4 
Noncellulosic fibers . . 

3/----------------: 2,242.3 2,310.3 2,468.8 2,046.6 1,780.0 
lOCf percent of one 

fiber------------: 831.5 896.5 1,059.4 866.4 754.7 
Blends--------------: 1,410.8 1,413.8 1,409.4 1,180.2 1,025.3 

Polyester with . . 
cotton----------: 1,169.0 1,082.9 1,109.7 962.2 817.8 

Other-------------: 241.8 330.9 299.7 218.0 207.5 

Other natu-ral fibers----: 73.9 93.6 102.5 97.8 97.2 .. . 
--rT' Data for 1976 are not available. 

2/ Includes ~cetat1!! and rayon. 
3/ Includes such fibers as acrylic, nylon, and polyester. 

Source: Partly estimated from official statistics of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Commerce. 
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APPENDIX B 

PROPOSED RULES FOR DETERMINING 
"CHIEF WEIGHT" 
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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C. 

[332-82] 

PROBABLE DOMESTIC IMPACT OF CHANGING FROM 
THE CURRENT "CHIEF VALUE" METHOD OF 
CLASSIFYING TEXTILE IMPORTS TO A "CHIEF 
WEIGHT" METHOD FOR CLASSIFYING SUCH 
IMPORTS 

Proposed Rules for Determining "Chief Weight" 

On January 7, 1977, in response to a request of the Presiden~. 

the Commission instituted an investigation under section 332(g) 

of the Tariff Act of 1930, and ordere4 public hearings to be held in 

connection therewith, to determine the probable domestic impact of 

changing from the current "chief-value" method of classifying 

imports of textile articles to a "chief-weight" method of classifying 

such imports (42 F.R. 5432). 

At the present time, articles made of blends of fibers are 

generally classified in the textile provisions of the Tariff Schedules 

of the United States (TSUS) (19 U.S.C. 1202) and in the TSUS Annotated 

(TSUSA) for duty and statistical purposes on the basis of the component 

material of chief value. In addition, the quantitative restraints 

on imports of textiles, imposed pursuant to the Arrangement Regard-

ing International Trade in Textiles, are administered in accordance 

with the 7-digit statistical classes of the TSUSA and, thus, such 

restraints are also governed by the "chief-value" method. 

In order. to prov1de the requisite basis for assessing the probable 

domestic impact of changing to a chief-weight method of classifying 

imports of textile articles in the TSUSA, it is necessary to establish 
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appropriate guidelines or rules which, if enacted into the TSUS, 

would provide for the change to chief weight. A draft of proposed 

TSUS rules for determining chief weight, together with an .explanation 

thereof, is herewith published l/ and comments thereon are invited. 

All comments should be submitted on o·r before Friday, March 11, 

1977, in order that any necessary or desirable changes in the proposed 

rules or in the explanation thereof may be published on ·or before 

March 31, 1977, to assist interested parties in the preparation of 

their written statements or testimony· regarding the domestic impact 

of the substitution of a chief weight-method for the chief-value 

method of classifying imports of textile articles under the TSUSA. 

Comments should be submitted to the Secretary, United States 

International Trade Commission, 701 E Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

20436. 

By order of the Commission: 

Mason 
Secretary 

Issued: February 8, 1977 

1/ The draft rules herewith published were previously published 
as-Annex A to a study of January, 1977, entitled·Ta:riff Treatment 
of Cotton/Man-Made Fiber Textile Blends, An Evaluation of.a Proposal 
to Alter the Chief-Value Classification System, which was·prepared 
by the Office of Textiles, U.S. Department of.Commerc~ under the · 
direction of the Textile Trade Policy Group, Ambassador frcderick B. 
Dent, Chairman. 
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PROPOSDD Rll!.ES 

FOR CHANGING THE BASIS FOR THE T:\RIFF CLASSIFICATION OF ARTICLES 
COMPOSED OF BLENDS OF TEXTJ Ll. MATERii\LS FROM CHIEF VALUE 

TO CHIEF WEIGi-IT. 

For purposes of determining chief weight in the conduct of 

investigation 332-82, the provisions of the TSUS applicable to imports 

of textile articles should be treated as if they had been amended as 

follows: 

(a) by deleting he~dnote 7:to schedule 3 and substituting 

in lieu thereof the following new headnote: 

"7. For the purposes of the tarif;f schedules--

(a) the term 'of' when used between the description of 

an article and 

(i) the term 'textile materials', or 

(ii) a class of textile materials, or 

(iii) a named textile material within any 

such class, or 

(iv) any of the foregoing and specified 

nontextile materials 

means that the article is ~holly or in chief weight thereof; 

(b) the classes of textile materials referred to in 

par~graph (a)(ii) are: 

(i) cotton, 

(ii) vegetable fibers (except cotton), 

(iii) wool and related animal hair, 
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(iv) silk, 

(v) man-made fibers, and 

(vi) other textile materials, 

and an article is in chief weight of one of these classes if the 

weifht of the materials of such class is greater th3n the weight of . 

the materials of each other class in the article: 

(c}, an article is in chief weir.ht of a namPd tcx~ilc material 

'•'it '1i., a class sper.:ified in paragraph (b), if the we.i i;ht. of st1ch named 

t~x~il~ ~~t~rial is greater than the WPiR~t of ~~ch oth"r ~atcr{gl in 

ltro cl;tss and is also greater than the wP.i~ht nf th~ :nat1·ri.:i::. 0f each 

(d) an ~rticle is in chief weiGht 0f text fl~ ~a'c~i~ls if 

th<' a~~reg"lte weight of all such materials in the '>.rti.•:I~ fr greater· 

th1~ the weight of each separate nontextil.e component material in the 

arti~lc (~ther tha~ a nontextile rnatPricl that, ~s provirl:•i ~or else­

where in the schedules, is to be disrega•.!<?d iri ::: :U1:;.; :.n-: ..:!;!.~: ;.;,!ight 

determination), ·whether or not in chief val11<> of such nontextile 

component material; and 

(e) an article which is in chief weight of textile materials 

ns urovjd,~d f~:ir in paragraph (d) is to be classifit!d as being in chief 

weight of the named class of textile materials <'r of the named textile 

material in such article as provided for in paragraphs (b) an<l (c), 

r~spectively, regardless of the weight of thP. re"'p<:ctiV•' nontextile 

con.ponerit mate t la ls in thi? ar tj cle"; and 
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(b) by substituting the term "chief weight" for the term 

"chief value" wherever it appears in.the article descriptions of 

schedule 3 and in the following schedul!=! and subpart head notes 

schedules 3 and 7 of the TSUS: 

( 1) schedule 3 head notes 3 (c) and 4'(b) ; 

(2) schedule 3, part 1, subpart F headnote l(a); 

(3) schedule 3, part 5, subpart A headnote 3 and 

subpart B headnote 2; and 

(4) schedule 7, part 1, subpart C headnote 2 and 

subpart D headnote 3. 

in· 



.... 67 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED RULES 

Purpose 

The proposed rules provide for an acro~s-the-board substitution 

of chief weight for chief value as the basis for classify~ng for 

duty, statistical, and quota purposes imports of textile articles 

made of two or more classes of textile materials or of textile and 

nontextile materials. 

Current Customs Treatment 
of Textile Articles 

Textile articles imported into the United States are currently 

subject to duty in schedule 3 and parts of schedule 7 of the TSUS. 

Except a~ provided for in headnote 7 to schedule ~ in regard to fabrics 

of wool, Y the rate of duty provisions applicable to te-xtile .articles 

are governed by general headnote 9 (f) (i) of the TSUS .which defines .. the 

teT'1'\ of when used between the description of .an article and a material 

to mean that the articfo is whoHy Of' in ch'lP.f value of the named 

material. The term chief value, in turn, is defined in generaJ head-· 

note lO(f) to rne~n that ~n article is in nhief vatuR of a ~at~rial if 

such m:itcrial ~-::~ru?d.J .in valuR 1?.1ch othe?!' sin~lc CC'!'l?Oncnt of the article. 

The TSUS format :md cr.ncepts, including the chiai' value conc~pt, 

also govern the collection of i111port statistics :ind the administration 

of the quantitative restraints on i~ports. 

!/ Headnote 7 to schedule 3 of the TSUS provide~ as follovs: 

l, ~i°11 r.sr•ct t') ·~~rlcS ~~vld!d f~r I" r~rt ' lt·~~r 
-~" lntrlrs vtll•ed ovrr S2 ~·· r~u11d r•~v•t.~d •:ir '" 1•-. 

~ !37.511 nnd '" rart 4 ~I ·~11 s="ed••~. P"'•'•'""' for latr!rs 
It rHrl vall:1 rf ~l.s~all tis? "PP'Y •? '""ric-s '" r~•tf 
.plg~t cf ,.~1 lw~e·~!!r or n~t In chief vrl1•1 C'f ,.~nil. r':)r 
•-.• p~rp?:·n ~I tn1 prt?ee~lng "••ence, 1 fabric is In r:~lel 
~t''}l<t ct wnel If it11 wti!l"t cf +toe •<'ic:I r.""'fl~"~rt Is ~rrster 
~'' ·~· wtl;ht cf r~::tl ')t~er +pw1111 l:~"P~••·t 11 .•.• ~~tOfl, 
ve~1tnbl1 fibers except ~l•':ln, 111~, "",....~, •·~~rs, or ~"11er 
... ;11 •1 O'.ftP.iltlsl :f ·~• htr•c. 
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Proposed Changes 

Section (a) of the proposed rules would establish chief _weight 

as the basis for determining the applicable classifications and rates 

of duty for all composite textile articles. These provisions not only 

would take precedence over the chief value concept of general headnote 

9(f), but would also outline systematically and in detail the require­

ments .·for making the necessary weight comparisons of the respective 

component materials in imported textile articles. 

In general, the weight comparisons of the respective component 

materials in an article would be made on the same basis as is currently 

used in the administration of chief value. Some.variations, however, 

would be introduced to insure that the administration of chief weight 

would be certain and predictable and would produce uniform classifi­

cation results. 

The new headnote provfsions would make no change in the customs 

treatment of textile articles which are made ~holly of a single class 

of textile materials. Nor would there be any change in the customs 

treatment of composite textile articles in those.instances where 

chief weight and chief vaZue produce the same classification results. 

There is little doubt, however, that the adoption of the headnote 

would cause some changes in the duty and quota treatment of some of 

the imports of composite textile articles and also possibly in the 

character of sp~cifications of such imports. 

·section (b) of the proposed rules makes conforming changes in 

various headnotes and article descriptions in schedules 3 and 7 of the 

TSUS by substituting the term "chief weight" for the term "chief value" 

wherever that term appears in those schedules. 
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In the following pages, theoretiral examples are provided to 

illustrate the classification techniqHe which would be used under the 

chief weight classification system provided for by these rules. For 

the sake of comparison; these examples also illustrate the classifica-

. tion technique which is currently used under the chief vaZue classifi­

. cation system provided for in the TSIJS. To simplify the comparisons, 

the percentages of each component material shown in each example are 

a.ssumed to be ident ic.al for weight :rnd value. Needless. to say, it is 

u.1likely the percent3ges of eac~ c.omp0~ent material would be identical 

by weig~t a~d value in actual pr2ctice. Also, in the following pages 

is a discussion of the classification of textiles under the CCCN 1/ 

Eind a comparis·:•.n with the pres~nt practice under the TSUS and under 

th~ proposed rules. 

Proposed headnote 7 is divided into five paragraphs--(a) through 

(e)--each one of which is explained separately below. 

Paragraph (a) o~ proposed headnote 7 

In schedule 3 and certain parts of schedule 7 of the TSUS, provision 

is made for various articles of textile materials, a class of textile 

materials, a named textile material within any such class, or any of the 

foregoing and specified nontext.ile materials. The term of, so used, 

currently means--in accordance with general headnote 9(f)(i)--that such 

a:-ticles nre 1.t>rt0Uy or irz chief value of the designated material or 

9~terial5. Paragraph (a) of proposed headnote 7 wo11ld render general 

},t-'!l.r:\nnte 9lf) (i) inapplicable !iy •:-hanging the definition. of the term of 

·,•h·:·n •t'~!d in su;;h cir:t.nn.;tances to mean 1;.>hoZZy or· in chief weight. 

·--if Ci:8i(,il!sC<'opr::rat i.:-in C.ounc.il tJ0mr.ndat1Jre, fo'.'."mr.-.ny known as t}-;c­
Bru~s·~ls T.'i"".'i:ff Nom·enc:J..1ture or BTN. 
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The term "textile materials" is defined in headnote 2(a) of schedule 

3. The first two elements of this definition, which generally reflect 

the ~tructtire of the textile rate provisions of the TSUS, also undergird 

the proposed rules. 

Paragraph (b) of proposed headnote 7 

Paragraph (b) would specifically identify the classes of textile 

materials referred to in paragraph (a)(ii} as being six in number, viz., 

cotton, vegetable fibers (except cotton), wool and related animal hair, 

silk, man-made fibers, and other textile materials provided for in the 

respective subparts of part 1 of schedule 3. Paragraph (b) also would 

provide that an article is in chief weight of one of these classes--

if the weight of the materials of such 
class is greater than the weight of 
the materials of each other class in 
the article. 

Thus, for the purpose of deter~ining chief weight--when materials from 

two or more of the six classes are contained in an article that is 

dutiable under one of two or more TSUS rate provisions--comparisons would 

be made only between _those individual classes· actually involved, even 

when two or more classes are combined in a single TSUS rate provision. 



Example 1 

Pile fabrics 
Of cotton 
Of vegetable f ibera (except cotton) 
Of wool 
Of silk 
Of man-made fibers 
Other 

Pile fabric, consisting of. 30% cotton, 30% jute·, and 
40% man-made fibers by weight would be classified under 
the provision for pile fabric of man-made fibers in . 
part 4A of schedule 3 under the proposed rules. Silnilarly, 
knit fabric also consisting of 30% cott·on, 30% jute, 
and 40% man-made fibers by weight_, which is provided 
for under the following provision in part 4A of schedule 
3 of the TSUS: 

Knit fabrics 
Of vegetable fibers 
Of wool 
Of silk 
Of man-made fibers 
Other 

would be classified under the provision for knit fabric 
of man-made fibers under the proposed classification 
scheme. 
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~n the foregoing example, assuming identical percentages by value for 

the specified components, no classification change would be involved 

for pile fabrics, but under current practice knit fabrics •o described 

would be regarded as being in chief value of vegetable fibers rather 

than of man-made fibers. 

Example 2 

The tariff structure of the cordage provisions in pari 2 of 
schedule 3 combines two of the classes provided for in 
paragraph ·(b) (i~e., cotton and vegetable fibers (~xcept 
(cotton)). The principal rate classes are set forth below--

Cordage 
Of vegetable fibers 

Of cotton 
Of hard (leaf) .fibers 
Of coir 
Of jute 
Other 

Of wool 
Of silk 
Of man-made fibers 
Other 

Cordage consisting of 30% cotton, 30% jute, and 40% man-
made fibers by weight would be classified. under the 
provision for cordage of man-made fibers under the pro-
posed classification system. Under current classifi-
cation practice~ cordage consisting of 30% cotton, 30% jute, 
and 40% man-made fibers by vaZue would be classified under 
the provision for cordage of vegetable fibers, other. Under 
the proposed rules, .three classes were competing--cot ton (30i0, 
vegetable fibers (except cotton) (30i.), and man-made fibers 
(40%)--with man-made fibers predominatihg by weight, while 
under current practice there were only two competing classes-­
vegetable fibers (consisting of cotton (30%) and jute (30%)) 
and man-made fibers (40%)--with vegetable fibers predominat­
ing by value (but with no individual vegetable fiber pre­
dominating by value). 
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Floer ~ . .,·,·eri!:.£S !10t sped.ally provided for, of textile materials: 

* * * 

''':Ut-;::i::!-·rni::;°' r~g of r .. :ittc, 
Gf roir 
Of j·Jte 
Gt"'.er 

":Ht-?~.::!-mi::;'' r.?~ fJ::i::ir r.c.·,.reri:-:g:;, :o;;:;i.sti;:;g of 40% cotton, 
~,?.0% coir ?.'."'..j 30% j•Jte hy ue1'.ght u:::uld r.e :::hssified 1Jn.~er the 
?rr.visl.~, for flo~r cr.veri~g:; nnt :;peci:illy prcvi~ed for, of 
t?xtil~ materi:ils, oth2r, of part 5A of 2.:-hedule 3 under t~e 
:l::sifi:'3ti~, ?(~sme ?r07c:ed in this notice sir.ce coir 
'3,~ j~te '3re textile materials of t~e same class (vegetable 
fi~zr:; (exc~pt cottcn)). v-~er r~rrcnt classification prac­
tice'5 flr.or cr:-;eri~g'5 1.•r.:J]d l:-e cl.:is-;ified un.~er the prc·;ision 
for ''Hi t-.:i~d-mi::.'' c.ottcn if the ah.o·;e rercent::iges rem:Jir.ed 
t~e scwe by va]~e. 

1m1Jld P.'5t.'3blish the :-1Jle for determining 1;hether an article is in 

chief wei:?.ht of :J n:~.med m.Herfal within :i cla~s of· textile TMterials 

specified in paragraph (b). Under this rule, which is consistent 

in principle with p:1r:1gr.'3r:h (b), :m :1rticle would be in chief weight 

of a named material--

if the wei3ht of such naTed textile material 
is greater than the wei~ht of each other 
mo'3teri:1l in it5 cl.1.c;r, and i5 ale;:-> ~re:lter 

th'1n the weight of the material :->f eoch 
other cl~ss in the article. 
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Example 4 

Cordage 
Of vegetable fibers 

Of cotton 
Of hard (leaf) fibers 
Of coir 
Of ju_te 
Other 

Of wool 
Of silk 
Of man-made fibers 
Other 

Cordage, provided for in part 2 of schedule .3 consisting 
of 30% coir, 40~~ jute, .:rnd Jo;~ man-made fiber by weight 
would be classified under the Jirovision for cordage of 
jute under the proposed classification system since jute 
predominates by weight over the other component material 
in its class (coir) and the ct.her class of textile 
materials in the article (man-made fibers). The same 
classification would result under curi·ent practice if 
the percentages were the same by value. 

Paragraph (d) of proposeJ hC'ad_notc _?_ 

Paragraph (d) sets forth the rule of comparison by weight of composite 

articles, i.e., articles in part of textile materials and in part of 

nontextile materials. Under this rule, an article would be in chief 

weight of textile materials--

If the aggregate weight of all such materials 
in the article is greater than the weight 
of each separate nontextile component 
material in the article (other than a non­
textile mnterial that; as provided for else­
where in the schedules, js to be disregarded 
in making the chief weight determination), 
whether or not in ciiicf value of such non­
textile component material. 



Thi~ p.rovision is necessary in order te> provide for the systematic 

classification of articles which are in chief value of one material 

and in chief weight of another. This is not c~rrently a problem in 

· the_TSUS since, at the present time, articles made of blends of fibers 

are generally classified in the textile provisions of the TSUS on the 

basis of the component fiber of chief value. 

Example 5 

A garment which is trimmed with l~ather or fur may be in 
chief value of leather o'r fur; however, if the :textile 
materials of the garment outweigh each separate nontextile 
component material of the garment (i.e., leather or fur), 
the garment would be classifiable· under the apparel provi­
sions of schedule 3 under the proposed classification 
scheme, whether or not the garment was in chief value of. 
leather or of fur. 

Paragraph (e) of _E_!.<?Posed headnote 7 

Paragraph (e) is a corollary provision to paragraph (d). It would 

establish the rule for determining the classification of an article which 

is in chief weight of textile materials as provided for in paragraph {d). 

Undec thi.;: ru!P., "•hi ch i R r.on,;:f.~tent in principle with paragraph {d), an 

article in chief weight of textile materials--

ls to b~ classified as being in chief ueight of 
the named class of textile materials or of the 
named textile material in such article as provided 
for in paragraph~ (b) and (c), respectively, regard­
less of the weight of the respective ncntextile 
component materials in the article. 

This rule would make clear that ~ rate provision in the textile schedule 

would apply even if a nontextile component material in the article 
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exceeded by weight .-ch relevant textile component in the article but 

did not exceed the aggregate weight of auch textile coapoaent materials. 

Example 6 

Textile fabrics, including laminated fabrics, not specially 
provided for: 

Of cotton 
·of vegetable fibers, except cotton 
Of wool 
Of silk 
Of man-made fibers 
Other 

Such a fabric, provided for under part 4C of schedule 3, 
which is 35% cot ton, 25% man-made ·fibers, and 40A: 
leather by weight would be classified as a textile fabric 
of cotton under the proposed rules. Under present class!..:. 
fication principles, this fabric would be classified under · 
the provision for "textile fabrics, •.• other," if these 
percent!ges repres~nted value rather than weight. 

Classification of textiles under the CCCN 

Section note 2 to section XI of the CCCN provides in pertinent part 

as follows: 

2.-(A) Goods class.ifiable in any heading in Chapters 50 
to 57 and of a mixture of two or more different 
textile materials are to be classified according 
to the following rules: 

* * * 
(b) All other goods are to be classified as if 
consisting wholly of that one textile material 
which predominates in weight over any other 
single textile material. 

(B) For the purposes of the above rules: 

(a) Metallised yarn s~all be treated as a. single textile 
material and its weight shall be taken as the aggregate 
of the weight of the textile and metal components, and, 
for the classification of woven f~brics, metal thread 
is to be regarded as a textile material; · 
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(b) Where a heading ~n question refers to goods of 
different textile 1nterials (for example, silk and 

·waste silk or carded sheep's or lamb's wool and · 
combed sheep's or lambs' wool), all tho1e .. tarials 
shall be treated as being one and the same; 

(c) Except as providE'.d in (B) (a), the weight of 
constituents oth~r thAn textile materials is not 
to be included in the weight of the goods. 

In determining which textile material predominates by weight under 

section note 2(A)(b) a comparison is made of the various headings in 

chapters 50 to 57 1/ since the term "textile materials," as used in 

that note, is not defined. This is similar in approach to the present 

practice under the TSUS (with respect to·the determination of chief 

value) but differs from the appro~ch suggested by the proposed rules 

which require a comparison between the six classes enumerated in 

paragraph (b) of the proposed rvles. It is believed desirable to. limit 

th~ comparison to these six classes in order to achieve uniformity 

of classification. 

The Customs Cooperation Council is .currently involved in the 

drafting of the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding Syste~, 

a detailed commodity classification system adaptable for moderniz~d 

customs tariff nomenclature purpos~s and for recording, handling, and 

reporting of transactions in 'nternational ttade. The Harmonized System 

-------------------------:..-];_/ Chapters 50 to 57 each deal with one or mor 0 textiles, alone or 
in mixture, at their various sta~c~ of manufacture, up to and includ­
ing their conversion into woven fabrics. They cover, in most c~ses, 
the raw material, recovered waste, carded or combed fibers in the 
form of slivers, rovings, etc., yarns and woven fabrics. All other 
textile articles are clessified on a product b~Pis aod not gn the 
basis of composition. 
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may eventually.replace the CCCN. Classificaticn principles with respect 

_to teJ:Ctile articles consisting cf two or more textile materials under 

the H~rmonized System have not yet been formulated. 

The provisions for the classification of composite textile products 

of chapters 50 to 57 apply to mixe:d products composed of textile and 

nontextile materials only if their essential character is that of 

textile products of chapters SO to 57. Paragraph (d) of the proposed 

_rules contains a similar provision.which seeks to distinguish between 

textile and nontextile articles on the ba~is of chief weight. 

Section note 2(B)(c) provides that in determining which textile 

material predominates by weight, the weight of constituents other than 

textile materials is not included in the weight of the product. This 

.provi~ion is identical in scope to paragraph (e) of the proposed rules. 



79 

APPENDIX C 

MODIFIED PROPOSED RULES FOR DETERMINING "CHIEF WEIGHT" 
. AND NOTICE OF TIME AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING 



APPENDIX S. 
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IJNITElJ STATES TNl'LIWi\TION/\J TR1\DE Cel'L'.IJSSION 
\vasld ngton, 11 C. 

[332-82) 

PROBABLE OO~IESTIC l:'JPACr OF CHA"JGH\G FRO~l 11-IE CURRENT 
"CHIEF VALUE" MrTI·JOD or CLASSIFYING TEXTILE IMPORTS 
TO A "ClllEF hlJQff" HETllOD FOR CLASSIFYIJ\G SU0-1 
!~!PORTS 

Modified Proposed Rules for Detennining "Chief Weight" and 
Notice of Time. and Place of Public Hearing 

On January 7, 1977, in response to a request of the President, 

the Conunission instituted an investigation under section 332 (g) of 

the Tariff Act of 1930 to detennine the probable domestic impact of 

cha.nging from the current "chief value" method of classifying imports 

of textile articles to a "chief \\eight" method of classifying such 

imports (42 F.R. 5£1.32) .. 

In order to pro,·idc the requisite basis for assessing the probable 

do111estic impact of changing to a chief-weight method of classifying· 

imports of textile <rrticles in the TSUSA the Connnission on February 8, 

· 1977, issued proposcJ rules for <letennining "chief weight" ( 42 F. R. 9062). 

Based on comments received from interested parties, the Commis-

sion has rno<lified those proposed rules. A draft of the modified rules 

together h·i th an ~xpl;imt ion of the changes made therein is published 

her.ewith in order to a:;sjst interested parties in the preparation 

of their written st;iteincnts or testimony regJrding 'thjs investigation. 

llc:irings 

The first in a series of public hearings to be held in connection 

with this im:estig<1tion will be held at 10:00 a.m., April 26, 1977, at 
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the Briefing Center, Co1rnnerce Center, corner of Trade and Church 

Streets, Charlotte, North C'.arolina 28233. 

All interested persons will be given an opportunity to be present, 

to produce evidence, and to be heard at the hearing. Requests to 

appear at the public hearing should be addressed to the Secretary, 

United States International Trade Co1TDTiission, 701 E Street, NIV., 

Washington, D.C. 20436, and should be received not later than noon 

of the fifth calendar day preceding the hearing at which an appearance 

·.is requested. 

Written submissions 

In lieu of or in addition to appearances at the public hearings, 

interested persons may submit written statements. Any business 

information which a submitter desires the Co1TDTiissi9n to treat as 

confidential shall be submitted on separate sheets, each clearly 

marked at the top "Confidential Business Data." All written submis­

sions·, except for confidential business data, will be made available 

for inspection by interested persons. To be assured of consideration 

by the Co1TDTiission, written statements should be submitted at the 

earliest practicable date but not later than June 17, 1977. All 

submis$ions should be addressed to the Secretary at the Commission's 

office in Washington, D.C. 

By order of the Co1TDTiission: 

Kenneth R. Mason 
Secretary 
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PROPOSED RUI.,ES 

FOR QWJGING IBE BASIS FOR THE l:\RIFF CLASSIFICATION OF 
ARTICLES CDMPOSED OF BLENDS OF TEXTILE MATERIALS 

FRQ\1 CHIEF VALUE TO QiIEF WEIGi ff. 

For purposes of detennining chief weight in the conduct of 

-investigation 332-82, the provisions of the TSUS applicable to imports 

of textile articles should be treated as if they had been amended as 

follows: 

(a) by deleting headnote 7 to schedule 3 and substituting 

·in lieu thereof the following new headnote: 

11i. For the purposes of the tariff schedules--

Ca) the tenn 'of' when used between the description 
of an article and ~ 

(i) the tenn 'textile materials,' or 
(ii) a class of textile materials, or 

(iii) a named textile material within any such 
class, or · 

(iv) any of the foregoing and specified nontextile 
materials · 

means that the article is, in its imported condition, wholly 
or in chief weight thereof; 

N.B. For pw'poses of this headnote where the p1'esent 
TSUS comb1:nes two or more classes of textile materoials 
(e.g. , veye"tab le fiberD) the TSVS pi·ovi:; iun ;-.hou ld bl; r·ead as 
if it were r;ubdfoided into the applicable textile classes 
enumerated in paragraph (b) below. 

(b) the classes of textile materials referred to in 
paragraph (a)(ii) are: 

(i) cotton, 
(ii) vegetable fibers (except cotton), 

(iii) wool and related animal hair, 
(iv) silk, 
(v) m8n-made fibers, and 

(vi) other textile materials, 
and an article is in chief weight of one of these classes if 
the weight of the materials of such class is greater than 
the weight of the materials of each other class in the article; 
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(c) an article ·is in cliief weight of a named textile 
material within a class specified in paragraph (b), if the 
.weight of such named textile material is greater than the 
weight of each other material in its cl~ss arid is also 
greater than the weight of the material of each other class 
in the article; 

(d) an article is in ahief weight of a textile material 
and specified nontextile material as set forth in paragraph 
(a) (iv) if the aggregate weight of the textile and nontextiie. 
materials is greater than the weight of eaah other single 
material in the article; 

(e) an article is in chief weight of textile materials 
if the aggregate weight of all such materials in the article · 
is greater than the weight of each separate nontextile· 
component material in the article (other than a nontextile 
material that, as provided for elsewhere in the schedules, 
is to be disregarded in making the chief weight detennination), 
whether or not in chief value of such.nontextile component 
material; · 

(f) an article which is in chief weight of textile 
materials as provided for in paragraph (e) is to be 
classified as being in chief weight of the named class 
of textil.e materials or of the named textile material 
in such class as provided for in paragraphs (b) and (c), 
respectively, regardless of the weight of the respective 
nontextile component materials in the article; 

(g) a textile article in which two or more textile 
fibers are of equal weight and no o~her textile fiber 
predominates by weight shall be subject to duty under 
the tariff description applicable to that textile fiber 
of equal weight for which the original statutory rate 
is highest, and, should the highest original statutory 
l"a~e be applicable to two or more of such descriptions, 
the article shall be subject to duty under tha~ one of 
such descriptions which first appears in the schedules; 

(h) in determining the classification of an article 
not in ahief weight of textile materials, the value of 
any textile material in such article shall be disregarded. 

(b) by. substituting the tenn "chief weight" for the term "chief 

value" wherever it appears in the article descriptions of schedule 3 

and in the following schedule and subpart head.notes in schedule 3 of 

the TSUS: 

(1) schedule 3 head.notes 3(c) and 4(b); 

(2) schedule 3, part 1., subpart F .headnote 
l(a); and · 
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(3) schedule 3, part 5; subpart A headnote 3 
and subpart B headnote 2; and 

( c) by adding the term "or chief weight" irrunediate iy after the 

tem "chief vafoe" in headnote 2 to subpart C and headnote 3 to 

subpart D of part 1 to scheduie ?. 
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EXPLANATION OF CHANGES IN ll IE PROPOSED RULES 

The proposed rules issued on Feb1uary 8, 1977, hllvc been 1aodi fied 

to make necessary or desirable changes based on corrrrnents received 

from the public and interested governmental agencies. Changes in the 

.proposed rules are indicated by the italicized language. 

Paragraph (a) was modified as follows-­

Headnote 7(a) 

The phrase ,.,in its imported condition" was added to this headnote 

in order to clarify when the_ proposed weight comparisons are to be 

made .. 

The note was added to the headnote to reinforce the principles 

set forth in the e>..i:>lanation.to the previously issued rules which 

provide that, in determining the component textile class in chief 

weight, comparisons arc to bt! made only among the six classes of 

textile materials referred to in the headnote, notwithstanding the 

fact that a tariff provision may combine 2 or more of such classes 

(e.g., vegetable fibers). 

Headnote 7(d) 

New headnote 7(d) was added to clearly specify the procedure for 

determining when an article is in chief weight of textile materials 

and specified non-textile materials as provided for in para~raph (a) (iv)· 

of this hca~1otc. 
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· lll'aJnote. 7 (g) 

New hca<ln0tc 7(g), which .is basec' on general headnote lO(d), was 

ndtlcd to prd\'ide a rule in th·~ case where a textile article conta.ins 

two or 1riore textile fibers of equal weight and no other textile 

fi hl'l. predominates by h'cight. In the nhscnce of a rule governing 

this situ:ition, such articJcs Hould be classified in residual textile 

provision~ of the TSUs.· 

HcJdnote 7 (h) 

Ne1.; he<1Jnotc 7 (h) '";:is drafted to cover the situation 1vhere an 

article is in chief value of textile materials but in chief weight of 

non-tcxtik materiaJs. Under the headnote when an article is 

determined to be not in chief weight of textile.materials the textile 

component materials of the article are disregarded in determining the 

classification of the arti~le . 

.. 

The proposed rules previously published inad\·ertcntly substituted 

the term chief weight for chief value in he3dnote 2 to subpart C an<l 

headnote 3 to suhp:irt fl of part 1 to sche<lul e 7. It was not intended 

to suhstitutc the chief weight method for the chief value method of 

cl(lssification with respect to the non-textile articles covered by 

those hcadnotes. Par:igr;iph (c) was added to the proposed rules rn 

order to rectify this situation. 
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