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CHAPTER I
Introduction and Summary

This repoft incorporates‘the information obtained by the U.S. Tariff
Commission in its investigation under section 332 of the Tariff Act of
1930 with respect to certain fresh fruits and vegetables produced in the
desert valleys of California and adjacent areas. The Commission insti-
tuted the investigation on July 7, 1960, pursuant to the following

resolution of the Committee on Ways and Means, U.S. House of Representa~

.

tives, dated July 1, 1960:

Resolved by the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives, That the United States Tariff Commission is
directed, pursuant to section 332 of the Tariff Act of 1930,
1397 make an investigation of the conditions of competition in
the market areas served by the producers in the Imperial, Palo
Verde, and Coachella Valleys and adjoining areas of southern
California between fresh fruits and vegetables produced in such
areas and those produced in foreign countries, and to submit a
report of the results of such investigation to the House of
Representatives at the earliest practicable date. In the course
of its investigation the Commission shall hold such hearing or
hearings as it deems appropriate.

The report of the Commission shall include a statement of
the United States customs treatment since 1930, with special
reference to seasonal rates of duty, and a summary of the facts
obtained in the investigation with regard to domestic production,
imports, domestic consumption, United States exports, compara-
bility of the domestic and imported products and the degree of
competition between them with respect to the particular products
and geographic areas referred to in this resolution.

~ Public notice of the investigation was given by posting coples of
the notice at the offices of the Tariff Commission in Washington, D.C.,

and at its office in New York City, as well as by publishing it in the

Federal Register (25 F.R. 6525) and in the July 1k, 1960, issue of

Treasury Decisions,




2

The information for this report was obtained from other agencies of
the U.S. Government, from official agencies of the State of California, from
trade associations, from the Commission's files, and through fieldwork by
members of the Commission's staff. The fieldwork included interviews with
domestic producers, importers, customs officials, produce brokers, agents,
‘and officials of produce houses in several of the major markets in which
the imported and domestic products are sold.

Scope of the investigation

For the purposes of this report, the investigation has been confined
chiefly to analyses of the relétionship betweeﬁ fresh fruits and vege-
tables imported from foreign sources and those produced in the so-called
desert counties of California, hereinafter referred to as the desert
valleys. Specifically, the areas directly concerned are the Coachella
and Palo Verde Valleys, located in Riverside County, Calif,, and the
Imperial Valley, which is in Imperial County, Calif. Insofar as
data are pertingnt, the report also covers adjacent producing areas in
southern California, and in Arizona, Texas, and certain other areas of the
United States.

The desert valleys of California

The three valleys to which this report chiefly pertains are located in
south central and southeastern California and comprise about 530,000 acres
of harvested cropiand, nearly all of which is irrigated (see accompanying
figure). The prihcipal growing areas in Imperial Valley, the largest of
the three. valleys, are the El Centro, Holt?ille,«Wéétmorland, and Niland

districts, In the Coachella Valley, which lies to the north of Imperial
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Valley and the Salton Ses, produetion is centered chiefly in the Indle
region., Produetion in the Palo Verde Valley, which lies about 100 miles
veast of the Coachella Valley, is prinecipally in the Blythe district.

- The climate of the California desert valleys is desert subtropical.
High temperatures prevail in the summer, while the winter is short and
mild, with some frost only in the period from about thé first of December
to about the middle of February. Thus, one of the major economic advan-
tages of this region is the annual frost-free season of about 300 days
a year. However, other climatic conditions peculiar to the desert limit
this advantage by making necessary certain costly production practices.
The low annual rainfall (limited to 2 or 3 incheé and usually nonbenefi-
cial), coupled with relatively highbtemperatures, necessitates irrigation
during the entire growing season. The surface soils, which range from loamy
sands to heavy clays, are relatively high in salinity and often require
precultivation preparation by leaching or ponding to lower the salt level,
Even the water used for irrigation, brought from the Colorado River by
the All-American Canal, has a high salt content, which poses production
problems for those plants having a high sensitivity to salt. Protection
against frost is required for certain crops during the winter season. The
Sandy soils, especially those of Coachélla Valley, are subject to blow-
ing, and some crops therefore require wind protection. Although the
desert soils are supplied with other major nutrients required for high
yields, they need considerable application of‘nitrogen and phosphate
fertilizers. |

Notwithstanding the difficulty of farming under desert conditions,

the economy of the area is chiefly agricultural and boasts a wide



diversity of crops and produce. Such, manufacturing as exists is princi-
pally of food and kindred products and is related directly or indirectly
to agriculture.

In 1960 the total Vaiue of farm crops (excluding livestock and
poultry) in the three valleys amounted to about $183 million.
The value of field crops, chiefly cotton, hay, sugar beets, and seed
crops, amounted to about $99 million in 1960, or more than half the
total farm value of all commercial crops grown in the area in that year.
The farm value of vegetab1e§ and melons, or truck crops, in 1960 amounted
to $61 millibn, equivalent to one-third of the total. Citrus and decidu-
ous fruits and nuts accountea for ab&ut 12 percent of the total.

Products covered in this report

Some 60 different fruits and vegetables are grown to some extent in
commercial quantities in the desert valleys. Many of these products,
however, are of little or no interest from the standpoint of this report,
since imports of them are so small as to be insignificant. In addition,
some of the products_groﬁn in the area are produced in such limited
volume, both in absolute terms and in relation to total U.S. output, that
they are not of significant interest from the standpoint of the resolu~
tion of the House Ways and Means Committee.

On the basis of consultations with representatives of desert valley
growers and examination of available statistical data, 21'fruits and
végetables were initially selected for consideration in this investigation.
For each of these 21 products, statistical data were assembled and
analyzed. The analyses indicated that for 10 of the 21 products imports

either were very small in relation to desert valley production or were



not marketed to a significant degree in competition with the desert
valley crop. These 10 products are grapes, grapefruit, lemons, oranges,

1/

peas, asparagus, cabbage, l/ carrots, lettuce, =~ and sweet corn. Statis-
tical data for each of these products, showing--where the information is
available--total U.S. production, imports, exports, and output in the
desert valleys, together with a tabulation of the U.S. customs treatment
since 1930, are given in the appendix.

Analyses of the data assembled indicate that imports of the remaining
~11 of the 21 products, although in large measure supplementary to_
domestic production, are to a significant extent sold simultaneously in

the same U.S. marketing areas with corresponding products from the desert

valleys. The 11 products in this general category are as follows:

cantaloups onions
watermelons tomatoes
melons (other than cantaloups and cucumbers
watermelons) eggplant
‘snap beans peppers
garlic squash

1/ During the course of the investigation, representatives of the
desert valley growers expressed some concern about competition from
imported cabbage and about the possibility of competition from imports of
Mexican lettuce in the near future. There have been no imports of cabbage
from Mexico in recent years, except for a small quantity reported in 1958
(table 121,in the appendix). Imports have come largely from the Nether-
lands and Canada. The entries from Canada occur mainly during months
when the desert valley crop is not on the market. Although imports from
the Netherlands enter during the winter and early spring, when the desert
valley crop is being marketed, such imports are sold in eastern areas of
the United States, where cabbage from Florida dominates the market at this
time of year. The cabbage from the Netherlands sells at significantly
higher prices in eastern markets than does that from California,

There have been no imports of lettuce from Mexico in recent years.
Practically all U.S. imports of this product have come from Canada; they
enter during the summer months, when there is little or no production in
the desert valleys (table 13l,in the appendix). Information obtained by
the Commission indicates that some 500 acres of lettuce were harvested in
the Mexicali area of Mexico during the 1960 winter season and that most of
it was exported to Canada. :



This report contains a separate chapter on each of the above products.
Each chapter shows the U.S. customs treatment applicable since 1930 to the
product under consideration; presents data on domestic production for
severél recent years, including production by seasons, with special refer-
ence to output in the desert valleys; gives data on recent trends in
imports and the seasonal pattern of imports; indicates the relationship
of imports to domestic production; includes data on U.S. exports; pro-
vides information on domestic consumption; discusses the market distribu-
tion of domestic and impqrfed products; and gives information on prices
where pertinent data are available.

U.S. customs treatment since 1930

Changes in U.S, rates of duty since the effective date of the Tariff
Act Qf 1930 for each of the fruits and vegetables for which data were
obtained are given in tables appearing in the separate chapters and in
the appendix. In each instance, changes in the "general" rate,l/ as well

as changes in the rate applicable to the product of Cuba, are shown.

1/ The "general" rates shown in the tables in this report were or are
applicable to the products of practically all foreign countries, with the
notable exception of Cuba--although in a few instances where the prefer-
ential tariff treatment accorded Cuban products has been eliminated the
present rate on Cuban products is the same as the general rate, Where
the general rate is a rate reduced by trade agreement, the reduced rate
has at times been withheld from certain countries because they were dis-
criminating against the commerce of the United States, and in recent years
such reduced rates have been withheld from Communist-dominated countries
and areas designated by the President pursuant to sec. 5 of the Trade
Agreements Extension Act of 1951. '"Philippine articles," which were free
of duty before Jan. 1, 1956, are now (in 1961) dutiable at 10 percent of
the lowest U.S. rate of duty applicable to products of other foreign
countries. As a practical matter, however, none of the fresh fruits and
vegetables considered in this report are imported from the Republic of
the Philippines or from countries that do not receive the benefit of
reduced trade-agreement rates.



U.S. rates of duty on most of the products considered in this
report have been reduced pursuant to concessions granted by.the United
States in trade agreements. For many products the rates are
not the same throughout the year, but are lower in some periods of the
‘year than in others. These so-called seasonal rates resulted from trade-
agreement concessions intended usually to cover the shipping season of a
particular country or group of countries and/or the season when U.S. pro-
duction is limited or nil. For a few products the general rates of duty
originally provided in the Tariff Act of 1930 are now in effect (e.g.,
for cantaloups entered from September 16 in any year to the following
July 31, inclusive, and for snap beans entered at any time of the year).

In accordance with the Commercial Convention of 1902 betweeﬁ the
United States and Cuba, all of the fruits and vegetables herein considered
(except watermelons), if the product of Cuba, became dutiable on June
18, 1930 (the effective date of the Tariff Act of 1930) at preferential
rates 20 percent below the general rates specified in the 1930 acty L
Cuban watermelons imported into the United States have been free of duty
for many years in accordance with the 1902 convention and under subse-
quent agreements with Cuba., As a result of various trade agreements
entered into by the United States sinée the enactment of the Trade
Agreements Act of 193L, including the trade agreements of 193L and 1947
with Cuba, the margin of preference on most Cuban fruits and vegetables

has been altered from time to time; for a few products the 20-percent margin

1/ The rates of duty for some products (i.e., grapes, oranges, canta-
loups, watermelons, and other melons) remained the same in the Tariff Act
of 1930 as they had been in the Tariff Act of 1922.



has been maintained, but for several others it has been feduced or
eliminated, and for some it has been increased. l/

Rates of duty for the 11 fresh fruits and vegetables considered in
the separate chapters of this report are summarized in table 1, page 11.
For these products the ‘table shows the fates of duty originally provided
in the Tariff Act of 1930, the current rates of duty, the foreign value
of U.S. imports in 1960, and the average ad valorem equivalents of the
current rates of duty based on the reported value of imports in 1960.
The calculated average ad vaiorem equivalents for 1960 range from a low
of 6.9 percent for garlic to a high of 80.5 percent for Cuban cucumbers
entered during the period when the rate was 2.l cents per pound (March-
June and September-November). For each product subject to a specific
rate of duty, the ad valorem equivalent varies substantially at different
times and for imports from different sources because of wide variations
in the declared values of the imports.

For those products shown in table 1 that are subject to ad valorem
rates of duty (cantaloups, watermelons, and other melons), the dutiable
value is the "export value" as that term is defined in the present
section LO2 of the tariff act. Where there is an established wholesale
export price in MEXico:(as for melons grown in the Apatzingan area west
of Mexico City and generally shipped to the United States through
Laredo, Texas), such wholesale price is ascertained by U.S. customs

officials. The "export value" in these cases is the wholesale export

1/ Under Article I of the General Agreement on lariffs and Trade, which
became effective for the United States on Jan. 1, 1948, the absolute
margin of preference existing on Apr. 10, 1947, for any Cuban product may
not be increased.
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price in Mexico with some possible minor adjustments. However, in the
absence of a wholesale export price in Mexico (as for melons grown in
the States of Sonora and Sinaloa and generally shipped to the United
States through Nogales, Arigzona), customs officials use a constructed
"export value." This is a value determined by taking the sellihg price
in the United States and deducting therefrom transportation and other
charges and expenses from the shipping point in Sonora or Sinaloa to

the point of sale in the United States. For watermelons shipped through
Nogales, the point of sale is generally Nogales, Arizona.  For canta-
loups, which are frequently sold on consignment, the point of sale is
often the terminal market destination of the carlot shipment., When a
constructed "export value" is used, it is the practice of customs
officials to éccept an estimated duty payment based on the importer's
declared value; formal customs appraisement of the merchandise (including
determination of the actual amount of duty payable) is withheld pending

receipt of evidence of the actual sales price in the United States.
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Table .1l.--Certain fresh fruits and vegetables: U.S. rates of duty originally provided in the Tariff Act of 1930, current
(August 1961) U.S. rates of duty, value of U.5. imports in 1960, and ad valorem equivalents of current rates of duty
based on value of imports in 1960

1 : Ad valorem

1/
Tariff rate =~ t Foreign value 3 equivalent of

o

.

Item Current tof U.S. lmports: current rate
: : Act of 1930 (Au 35{1961) in 1960 _2/ +  based on value
: € : : of imports in 1960
. : + 1,000 dollars ¢ Percent
: : : :
. Cantaloups: ! H t '
Jan. 1-July 31 and Sept. 16-Dec, 3l--mm—m—aeaum + 35% ad valorem-: 35% ad valorem--: L,027 ' 35.0
Aug. 1-Sept. 15 t===do t 20% ad valorem--: 2 : 20.0
Watermelons: : ' H H
Product of Cuba : Free t Free 1 9 : -
Other : 35% ad valorem-: 20% ad valorem--: 2,205 H 20.0
Other melons: : : H t
Jan, 1-May 31 and Dec. 1-31 + 35% ad valorem-: 17.5% ad valorem: 1,217 ' 17.5
June 1-Nov. 30 t=~=do : 35% ad valorem--: L8 : 35.0
Snap beans : 3.5¢ 1b : : 753 ' 31.5
Garlic : 1.5¢ 1b : : 2,567 1 6.9
Onions : 2.5¢ 1b : : 1,643 : 33.2
Tomatoes: e H : s
Product of Cubat : : H :
Jan. 1-Feb. 28 or 29 and Nov, 15-Dec. 31 : 2.4¢ 1b : : 1,102 : 22.6
Mar. 1-July 1k and Sept. 1-Nov. 1L t~—=do ' 1,399 : 33,
July 15-Aug. 31 t===do : : - : -
Other: : : 1 B
Jan, 1-Feb. 28 or 29, July 15-Aug. 31, and | ! 3¢ lbm——e—mmemm? 1.5¢ lbmmommmman: 11,k17 : 18.4
Nov. 15-Dec. 31. : : 1 t
Mar. 1-July 14 and Sept. 1-Nov. 1k t===do : 2,14 lbmmmmmet 9,947 s 26.7
Cucumbers: toe : H H
Product of Cuba: : : : :
Jan. 1-Feb. 28 or. 29 and Dec., 1-31 : 2.h¢ 1b : 1¢ 1b t 1,092 : 32.h
Mar. l-June 30 and Sept. 1l-Nov. 30 t===do t 2.4¢ 1bmmmmmee 269 : 80.5
July 1l-Aug. 31 t=—~do t 1.5¢ 1b=mmmmmmmm : - : -
Other: : t t :
Jan. 1-Feb. 28 or 29 and Dec. 1-31 : 3¢ 1b : 2.2¢ lbm—mmmeem - 684 H 36.5
Mar. 1-June 30 and Sept. 1-Nov. 30 t—m=do : 3¢ 1b- 1 687 : Ll.2
July l-Aug. 31 :———do 1 1.5¢ lbmm—mmmmmms 10 : 32,8
Eggplant: ' : : H
Product of Cuba: : : :
Jan., 1-Mar, 31 and Dec. 1-31 : 2,44 1b 106 H 10.3
Apr. 1-Nov. 30 t=m-do 18 : 27.8
Other: , : :
Jan. 1-Mar. 31 and Dec. 1-31 : 3¢ 1b : 165 : 10.0
Apr. 1-Nov. 30--- t~—=do : 32 : 1.1
Peppers: : : :
Product of Cuba : 2.4¢ 1b LhL : 22.3
Other 1 3¢ 1b 2,321 : 2k
Squash: : :
Product of Cuba: : 1.6¢ 1b. 1. 10.0
Other: : 2¢ 1b : 62 . 15.4

graded and packed for market.

1/ Rates of duty applicable to Cuban products are shown, only for those commodities that were imported from Cuba in 1960.

3/ Value as reported in official U.S. import statistics. Usually the reported value is for products that have been
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U.S. production

Total.--Data on U.S. production of the fruits and vegetables
considered in this investigation are regularly collected by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Ihe statistics so collected do not include
produce that does not enter commercial channels, such as products
grown in home gardens, nor do they include commercial output in areas
where the acreage is small. The production data used in this report
relate primarily to commercial production for fresh-produce markets.
Wherever possible the production for processing (such as for canning,
freezing, or dehydrating) has been excluded from the figures. For some
products, however, separate data on production for processing are not
available, and the statistics used herein include such production; the
data for onions and garlic, especially, include significant quantities
used for processing.

In this report U.S. production data for some products are given on
a calendar-year basis; for others the data are given on a selected crop-year
basis. For purposes of comparing annual domestic production and imports,
the calendar year is used for thosé products that are imported through-
out the year or for those that are not produced in the United States
during the winter months; crop years beginning in the late fall were
selected for those products that have a late fall and winter crop in the
United States and for which the import season usually begins in the late

fall.
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The following tabulation shows the reported U.S. production (in
millions of pounds) during the last decade of the fruits and vegetables

which receive detalled consideration in this report:

.

oo cE2 F1955/56 | 1956/57 £ 1957/58 © 1958/59 | 1959/60

Product or or or or or
;1%2?§¥é§n: 1956 , 1957 . 1958 | 1959 . 1960
H H : H b H
Cantaloups 1/~---: 1,187.8 :1,210.7 :1,091.5 :1,241.7 :1,265.8 :1,238.9
Watermelons 1/-—=: 2,9L9.l :3,165.4 :2,975.7 :3,630.6 :2,858.5 :3,300.1
Miscellaneous : : : : : s
melons 1/ 2/---=:  178.6 : 182.7 : 137.1 : 1L6.9 : 141.9 : 15L.6
Snap bea7s——-—--—: 526.L + L488.3 : U483.9 : L39.L : L61.1 : LL2.9
Garlic 1/ 3/cem-- : 1.6 ¢ 216 ¢ 19.6 :  21.8 :  27.2 : L5.9
Onions 1/ 3/-wam- 0 2,178.1 :2,413.9 12,L2L.8 :2,374.2 12,576.1 :2,623.2
Tomatoes—~--~----: 1,896. :2,035.8 :2,017.3 :1,891.Lk :2,030.1 :1,880.5
Cucumbers--------: - 380.0 : 380.2 : L23.7 : LOl.5 : 379.1 : 391.7
Eggplant————————m: 5.9+ 50.8: L45.9: L2.h: 52,1 : 50.3
Peppers————e————-: 255.L ¢ 277.6 t 280.3 ¢+ 2L2.3 : 296.,6 t+ 31L.8

Squash-e—m—cmmmmm? IV Y,

o oo

R N A
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4

1/ Calendar-year basis.

g/ Reported U.S. production of honeydew melons, and reported production of
Persian melons in California only.

3/ Includes significant quantities for processing.

I/ Data on total U.S. production are not available; output is estimated
tq-have averaged about 450 million pounds annually in recent years.

The data above indicate a significantly higher average production of
‘watermelons in 1956-60 than in 1951-55. For the period covered by the
tabulatiqn, the data indicate an upward trend in the production of garlic,
onions, and peppers and a downward trend for miscellaneous melons and snap

1/ '

beans., = There is no discernible trend in the output of cantaloups,

tohatoes, cucumbers, and eggplant.

1/ The downward trend in the production of snap beans for the fresh
market was more than offset by an increase in the production of snap beans
for processing.
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Production in the desert valleys of California.--As previously indi-

cated, there are a number of disadvantages connected with the commercial
production of fruit and vegetable crops in the desert valleys of Califor-
nia. Certain costly production practices that are necessary under desert
conditions (such as special preparation of the soll, continuous irriga-
tion, heavy application of fertilizers, and protection against frost;‘
wind, and ever-present disease and pests), togetﬁer with rising land
values and high labor costs, make the area one of the highest in the
country in terms of operating costs.. Moreover, freight hauls, whether
to markets in the East or to contiguous consuming centers in the West,
are generally more costly than those from many other competing domestic
producing areas. These disadvantages ére offset 1n part, however, by
the long growing season, which makes double cropping possible for some
products, and by the fact that the valley grower is able to market‘his
crop before the harvest of the bulk of the crop from most other domestic
areas, which results in an average price for most products that tends to
be significantly higher than the average for all U.S. growers, In addi-
tion, ylelds per acre tend to be appreciably higher than the average for
the United States as a whole, reflecting not only adaptability to pro-
‘duction under desert conditions, but marked éuccess in harvesting and
marketing a relatively large proportion of the average annual Ccrop grown
in the area.

The 11 products considered in detail in this report accounted for
abouﬁ one-third of the total value of all truck crops (vegetables and
melons) and for about one-tenth pf the total‘value of all agricultural
crops (not including livestock and poultry) produced'commercially in the

desert valleys in 1960.
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Production in the desert valleys in recent years of the 11 prodﬁcts

herein considered is shown below (in millions of pounds):

:+ or 1956 : or 1957 : or 1958 : or 1959 : or 1960

: : : t :
Cantaloups L/ -mmmmmmm-m : 181.0 1 98.1 : 113.0 : 181.2 1 118.8
Watermelons 1/ --—-m=mv : 110.5 1 90.2 "¢+ B88.6 1 156.6 154.8

Miscellaneous : H : : o3
melons }/ g/-——---——: 9.8 ¢+ 7.6 ¢ 1.5 ¢+ 3.1 ¢ L.8
Snap beans----—=====——-- : 1.9 ¢ 3.2 ¢ 1.3 ¢ 2.2 1 2.3
Garlic 1/ cmmecmmemeeee : S 2.2 0+ 2.2 o+ 2,3 ¢ Tus
Onions 1/-—emememeee-=: 5,1 ¢ 12,3 ¢t 22,0 @ 32,9 1 25.3
Tomatoes=—=—mmm——————— :+ 71, ¢+ 78.8 ¢+ 89.7 ¢ 9L.3 :+ TL.0
Cucumbers=—=———===-=—-= H oo 3 o+ L9 H 2.1 ¢ 3.2
Eggplant———=mmmm—m———n : 30 o+ L3 o 53/ : 3.5 1 3.6
Peppers——---—=m=mm=-==t 3,6t 1,2 1+ 6,1 : 8.7
Squash (s0ft)==m====nn ¢ 8,1 : 11.0 +: 9.9 ¢ 11.5 : 11.8

: : : :

1/ Calendar-year basis.
2/ Honeydew melons only,
2/ Not available.

The production of cantaloups, snap beans, and eggplant in the desert
valleys has fluctuated considerably from year to year with no discernible
trend during the period shown above. The output of squash has been
relatively stabie since 1956/57. The production of watermelons declined
to unusually low levels iﬁ 1957 and 1958, but recovered markedly in 1959
and continued at a high level in 1960. Output of cucumbers and peppers
was abnormally low in 1955/56 and 1956/573 it increased substantially
during the next 3 years. Desert valley production of tomatoes increased
steadily from 1955/56 to 1958/59 and then declined significantly in
1959/60. l/ Production of honeydew melons declined sharply, whereas the

output of garlic and onions increased markedly, after 1956.

1/ As shown in Chapter VILI, average annual production of tomatoes in
the desert valleys in 1955/56 to 1959/60 was 29 percent higher than in
1950/51 to 195L4/55.
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The reasons for the above-indipated changes in production in the
desert valleys are varied. The increase in production of garlic and
onions is probably due principally to the increased demand by dehydra~
tors. The higher average amnual production of tomatoes in the 5 years
1955/56 to 1959/60, compared with that in earlier years, appears to
be attributable primarily to the shift in production from bush (or
ground) tomatoes to staked tomatoes, which has resulted in higher
yields per acre. In recent years there has been a significant increase
in the production of cherry t&matoes; which now account fér about 20
percent of the total acreage devoted to tomatoes in the desert valleys.

The problem of plant disease appears to be one of the principal
reasons for the low output of oantaloﬁps and of miscellaneous melons
(other than cantaloups and watermelons) in some recent years. The
acreage devoted to cucumbers in the desert valleys in 1955/56 and
1956/57 was abnormally low; output currently appears to be at about
thé same level as iﬁ earlier years, Similarly, there was a signifi-
cant decline in acreage in peppers in 1955/56 and 1956/57; acreage
and production have increased sharply since then. Poor ylelds in
1957 and 1958 are the principal reason for the low output of water-

melons in those years.
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Except for garlic, cantaloups, and eggplant, the desert valleys have,
in almost all recent years, accounted for less than 5 percent of the total
reported U.S. output of the products herein considered. The following
tabulation shows the ratio (percent) of desert valley production to total

U.S. production in 1956 (;r 1955/56) to 1960 (or 1959/60):

Product 1 1955/56 & 1956/57 + 1957/58 ¢+ 1958/59 1 1959/60
¢+ or 1956 : or 1957 : or 1958 : or 1959 : or 1960
s : : : :
Cantal oups—m—m——m—————— :  10.8 9.0 9.1 ¢ 1h.3 ¢ 9.6
Watermelons——m—m————- 7f‘ 3.5 3.0 2. ¢ 5.5 L.7
Miscellaneous melons=/~: 11,1 : 5.5 1.0 2.2 8 3.1
Snap beans=—-—-~— e ———— O 'O TR B 3 W5 .5
Garlic —-: 2,3 ¢ 11.2 : 10.1 : 8.5 : 16.1
Onions — 2t 5o .9 1.3 1.0
Tomatoes : 3.5 3.9 3 L.7 ¢ h.6 3.8
Cucumbers t 2 : a0 5o bt .8
Eggplant- - 9 e 9. =+ 3/ 6.7 7.2
Peppers—————————————— : 1.3 1.5 2.1 2.1 2.8
~ Squash : 3 : 3 : 3/ s 3/ 3
t : : : :

l/ Data on total U.S. production incomplete; see text.

2/ Less than 0.05 percent.

g/ Not available. The ratio for soft squash is estimated to have been
about 5 percent in recent years, '

In the past‘S years the desert valleys have increased their share
of national production of watermelons, garlic, onions, cucumbers, and
peppers, and have about maintained their position with respect to canta-
loups, snap beans, tomatoes, and eggplant. Although the production
data for miscellaneous melons are incomplete, it appears that output

in the desert valleys has declined significantly in relation to total

U.S. output in the past 5 yeérs.
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The following tabulation shows the desert valley harvest season for
each crop and the production in the desexrt valleys compared with the
total U.S. production in approximately the same season of the latest year

for which data are available {1960 or 1959/60):

Production during : Ratio of

H : the desert valley :desert valley
Product : Desert valley : season sproduction to
. ¢ harvest season ¢+ In the : U.S. total
U.S.
: ' potal desert R in the
: : : valleys : same season
: ¢ Million : Million :
: ¢t pounds : pounds : Percent
: : : :
Cantaloups=m=mmmm—m ¢ Springe-=-—memmme———:  334,7 : 118.8 : 35.5
Watermelons——~—-—- : Spring : 994.3 :  154.8 : 15.6
Miscellaneous : : : ¢
melons }/—~—f—-—: Spring=m——e—aamaaa— : 15.0 : L.8 : 32.0
Snap beans==-=--=--: Fall and spring----:  250.1 :. 2.3 : .9
Garlic————mmm———— : Spring : T e T.h ¢ 100.0
(055 1) o T- R — : Late spring-----—--: 221.0 : 25.3 11.4
Tomat0es=—m—mmmm—— : Winter and spring--: 566.2 : 71.0 12.5
Cucumbers---—-——~~: Fall and spring----: 279.2 : 3.2 : 1.1
Eggplant—-—-—----~: Year round----=—--- : 50.3 : 3.6 : 7.2
Peppers—mmmmmmm——— ¢ Spring-m—-mm—————— : 78.9 8.7 : 11.0
Squash: (soft )=~===: Fall-winter-spring-: 2/ s 11.8 : 2/

1/ Honeydew melons only.
g/ Not available.
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U.S. imports

Trends.--Data for the past decade on total U.S. imports of products
considered in detail in this report are shown in the following tabulation

(in millions of pounds):

295051 3l 1955/56 1956/5T 1957/58" 1958/59 '1959/60
: or or or

Product . or . . . or
| 2@3553(555: 1956 | 1957 | 1958 | 1959 | 1960
1 H H H H H
Cantaloups 1/~———cmmmemme t 18,2 1 51.9: 50.2 t  Lh.o:  56.5 1 79.4
Watermelons l/==-==ee—mm-: 11.8 ¢ 37.7 :+ 2L.5 : 3.5 @ 58.0 ¢t 72.0
Miscellaneous melons 1/--: 6.9 ¢+ 15,1t 11.0 : 12.7: 20.3: 35.5
Snap beans---——=——m—-m -t . L ot 2.3: 6.3 1 6.5 : 8.1 1 6.9
Garlic 1/-mm-mmmm—m——mm—mt 198 ¢ 17.3 ¢ 17.8 1 21.5: o2hi2 1 23.5
Onions 1/ t 25,6 : 26t 27.0 + Bh.é: 59,1 : 31.1
Tomatoes : 165.8 & 82.1: 120.9 : 270.L ¢ 242.5 1 309.1
Cucumbers -—-t 22,6 3 L2,1: L40.8 1+ L5.1: 34,7t 65.7
Eggplant : 2.2 ¢ 2.0t 1.9 3.5 @ 3.4 L8
Peppers vt 15,5 ¢ 5.3 1 9.5 ¢ 17.1 ¢+ 17.8 t 21.L
Squash : : 3o 2/ 5ot N 1.6t 1.2
3 H t 4 H 4

g/ Calendar~year basis,m:
2/ less than 50,000 pounds.

Imports of all the products shown above were significantly larger in
each of the last 3 years than average annual imports in 1951-55. Com-
paring the data for 1960 (o}r 1§59/60) with the annual average for
1951-55 (or 1950/51 to 195L/55), imports of watermelons increased by 510
percent; snap beans, by 393 percent; cantaloups, by 336 percent;
miscellaneous melons and squash, by about 300 percent; and cucumbers,
by 191 percent. Imports of eggplant and tomatoes approximately doubled}
and: iriports of peppers, onions, gnd garlic increased by 38, 21, and 19

percent, respectively.
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Sources.-~Mexico 1s the major supplier or an important supplier of
U.S. imports. of each of the fresh frults and vegetables under considera-
tion. In recent years, that country has accounted for nearly all the imports
of cantaloups, watermelons, snap beans, peppers, and squash, and for more
than four-fifths of the totai imports of tomatoes. Until recently virtu-
ally all of the remaining imports of tomatoes have come from Cu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>