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PREFACE

This report is the first of two interim reports to the public pertaining
to Commission investigation No. 332-322, entitled Certain Pharmaceuticals and
ig 2t i 3 B 2 Qe .f' & i Al al i i - » e j;--‘ fr

overed bt z DOSE : = z :
investigation was instituted following receipt of a letter from the United States
Trade Representative (USTR) on January 27, 1992, requesting that the Commission
conduct an investigation under section 332(g) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (see
appendix A for a copy of the USTR’s request) . The USTR asked that the Commission
make its work available to the USTR and the public on a flow basis.

The purpose of the investigation is to provide the USTR with a report
listing the 6-digit Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)
subheadings for those pharmaceuticals having an International Non-proprietary
Name (INN) and certain intermediate chemical products (used primarily in the
production of pharmaceuticals) to be covered under the proposed "zero-for-zero"
initiative on pharmaceuticals. This initiative is currently being negotiated
under the Uruguay Round market access negotiations. The Commission was also
asked to identify each instance where there is a known difference in opinion
among countries on the classification of a product. USTR has requested the
Commissioner of the U.S. Customs Service (Customs) to provide Commission staff
with any necessary technical assistance. The USTR asked the Commission to submit
its report by June 1, 1992.

As indicated in the Commission’s notice of institution of investigation,
reproduced in appendix B of this report as published in the Federal Regisgter,
the Commission plans to make available two interim reports to the public. Each
interim report will contain a listing of the classifications completed by that
phase of the investigation. These preliminary 6-digit HS classifications were
derived on the basis that the chemical names provided represented separate
chemically defined compounds. No public hearing will be held in connection with
this investigation. However, interested parties are requested to submit written
statements to the Commission regarding any discrepancies between their current
classifications for the chemicals under consideration and the classifications
presented by the Commission. The deadline for submissions regarding this first
interim report is close of business (5:15 pm) on March 27, 1992 (see appendix B
for more information). Proof of such classification discrepancies are requested
either in the form of official rulings provided by the U.S. Customs Service
(Customs) or in the form of copies of prior communications with Customs on this
issue. The Commission will work with Customs personnel to resolve any
classification discrepancies presented by interested parties. It should be noted
that the classifications presented in the Commission’s report (s) are not intended
to be and will not be binding upon the Customs Service and should not be
considered formal or informal rulings or advice.
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