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PREFACE

The annual Operation of the Trade Agreements Program report is one of the principal
means by which the U.S. Intemnational Trade Commission (USITC) provides the U.S. Congress
with factual information on trade policy and its administration. The report also serves as a
historical record of the major trade-related activities of the United States, for use as a general
reference by Government officials and others with an interest in U.S. trade relations. This
report is the 42nd in a series submitted under section 163(b) of the Trade Act of 1974 and its
predecessor legislation.! The trade agreements program includes "all activities consisting of, or
related to, the administration of international agreements which primarily concern trade and
which are concluded pursuant to the authority vested in the President by the Constitution . . .”
and congressional legislation.2 Among such laws are the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act of
1934 (which initiated the trade agreements program), the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, the
Trade Act of 1974, the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984, and
the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988.

The report consists of a summary, an overview, five chapters, and a statistical appendix.
The overview sketches the economic and internati trade environment within which U.S.
trade policy was conducted in 1990. Chapter 1 treats special topics that highlight develop-
ments in trade activities during the year. Chapter 2 focuses on activities in the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the main area of multilateral trade agreement activi-
ties. ActivitiesoutsidetheGA’ITmreponedincbapter3. Chapter 4 discusses bilateral
relations between the United States and its major trading partners. The administrative actions
taken under U.S. laws, including decisions taken on remedial actions available to U.S, industry
and labor, are discussed in chapter 5. The period covered in the report is calendar year 1990,
although occasionally, to enable the reader to understand developments more fully, events in
early 1991 are also mentioned.

1 Sec. 163(b) of the Trade Aa-of 1974 (Public Law 93-618, 88 Stat. 1978) directs that “the International Trade Com-
mission slullsulxniuolheCongless.atkstmeeaym.aﬁwﬂmpmmthcopammsofdlemdewpvo-
gram.”

2 Executive Order No. 11846, Mar. 27, 1975.
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