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Preface

This is the fourteenth annual compilation of automptive trade statistics;
the first was prepared by the United States International Trade Commission
(formerly the United States Tariff Commission) in 1971 in response to an
iﬁformal request from the Congress.

Prior to 1982, the Commission published two separate annual reports—-
"Series A," covering data on motor vehicles, and "Series B,"” encompassing
statistical information only on passenger automobiles. Beginning in 1982, the
Commission consoiidated the data comprising the two separate annual reports
into one, as a cost savings measure and for the convenience of the users of
such data:

The material presented in these tables provides information on U.S.
factory sales, imports, exports, aspparent consumption, retail sales,
manufacturers' suggested retail list prices, fegistrations. and bilateral
trade balances for new passénger automobiles, automobile trucks, truck chassis
v and gabs, motor buses, snowmobiles, miscellaneous motor vehicles, and motor-
vehicle parts for the years 1964-83. Unless otherwise indicated, annual data\
are for the calendar years, and dollar amounts are in U.S. dollars, anadjusted
for inflation. A

The data presented herein was obtained from previous editions of the
‘.Commission!é annual reports on automotive trade statistics, official
statistics of the U.S. Department 6f Commerce, Ward's Automotive Yearbooks,
Automotive Ne;s. the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Associgtion of the United
States, Inc., and caiculations made by the Commission's sthff oﬂ the basis of

materials obtained from these sources. .
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Overview

Highlights

During 1983, compared with 1982--

o APPARENT CONSUMPTION of passenger automobiles, based on U.S. factory

Summary

sales, increased 22.6 percent to 9.3 million units (table 1).

U.S. FACTORY SALES of passenger automobiles increased by 33.4 percent

to 6.7 million units (table 1).

U.S. IMPORTS of passenger automobiles rose 7 percent in 1983 to 3.1
million units. These imports accounted for 33.6 percent of total
U.S. consumption in 1983, down from 38.5 percent in 1982. The value
of U.S. imports of all motor vehicles from all sources increased

. 15.1 percent to $28.8 billion (table 58). U.S. imports of

motor-vehicle parts were valued at $12.6 billion in 1983, up from
$9.1 billion in 1982 (table 61). Imports of all automotive products
increased from $34.1 billion in 1982 to $41.4 billion in 1983 (table
72). '

U.S. EXPORTS of passenger automobiles increased 46.3 percent to
550,972 units (table 1). The value of U.S. exports of all motor
vehicles increased 8.6 percent to $6.2 billion (table 58). U.s.
exports of motor-vehicle parts were valued at $11.0 billion in 1983,
compared with $10.6 billion in 1982 (table 62). Exports of all
automotive products increased from $16.4 billion in 1982 to $17.3
billion in 1983 (table 75).

U.S. TRADE BALANCE in passenger automobiles with all countries
registered a deficit of 2.6 million units, valued at $19.2 billion,
in 1983 compared with 2.5 million units, valued at $17.3 billion, in
1982 (table 80). The value of the net trade deficit for all motor
vehicles increased 17.1 percent to $22.6 billion (table 58). 1In
1983, the United States experienced a net trade deficit of $1.6
billion in motor-vehicle parts (table 63) and an overall net trade

‘deficit of $24.2 billion in all automotive products (table 80).

U.sS. factory sqles-of passenger automobiles increased from 5.0 million

units produced in 1982 to 6.7 million units produced in 1983, or by

34,0 percent. U.S. imports from all sources rose to 3.1 million units in

1983, from the 1982 level of 2.9 million units, a 7 percent increase.

Meanwhile, exports increased from 376,524 in 1982 to 550,972 in 1983. Thus,

apparent Qfs._consumption of passenger automobiles rose from 7.6 million unit

iii



in 1982 to 9.3 million units in 1983, and import penettation decreased from
38.6 percent in 1982 to 33.6 percent in 1983.

U.S. imports.--The United States impopted 3.1 million passenger.
automobiles in 1983, a 7 percent increase over the i982-1eve1 of 2;9'mi1110n.
Imports were valued at'$23.4 billion 1983, conpired with $20.2»bi11ion in
1982. 1In 1983, almost 1.9 million of these Automobiles; valued at $10.8
billion, originated in Jepan. The second and third largest suppliers in 1983
were Caneda and West Gerntny,’aceouatihsltot §55;665 units, valued at 37;3
billion, and 239,807 units, valued st #3;4 Sillioﬁ, respectively. The five
renainih; principal sources of imported passéu;er automobiles in 1983 were
Sweden, Prance, the United Kingdom, Italy, and Belgium, ali of which accounted
for 183,482 units, valued at $1.9 billien.

The United States imported motor vehicles velued at $28.8 billidn‘audl
nnter—voﬁiele parts valued at $12.6 biilion in 1§83.‘conptr§d with imports
valued at $25.0 billion and $9.1 billion, respectively, in 1982. Tn 1983,
Japan was the leading source of all motor-vehicle imports, accouatiig for
$12.9 biliién; Cenada and West Germany were the secbnd and third largest
sources, accounting for $10.4 billion and $3.6 biliion; respectively. Canada
led the suppliers of motor-vehicle parts with ‘6.6>b111ion. folloun@ by Jspan
($2.1 billion) and West Germany ($0.6 billion). | |

Canada was the principal source of U.S. imports of all automotive
products in 1983, accounting for $16.9 billion; imports of all automotive
produgts from Japan and West Germany were valued at $15.0 billion and $4.2
biilion, respectively. '

U.S. exggrts.—-U.s, exports of passenger automobileg to all countfies_
rose from 376,524 units, valued at $2.§ bi11ion. in 1982 to 550.972'uni£q; |

valued at $4.2 billion, in 1983. The largest market continued to be Canhdg, ix



xi

which accounted for 522,318 units, valued at $3.9 billion, in 1983 compared
with 332,781 units, valued at $2.3 billion, in 1982. The United States
exported motor vehicles valued at $6.2 billion in 1983, compared with exports
valued at $5.7 billion in 1982. Canada was the principal market for U.S.
exports, accounting for $4.6 billion, or 73 percent. The United States
exported motor-vehicle parts valued at $11.0 billion in 1983, compared with
$10.6 billion in 1982. U.S. exports of ali autombtive products in 1983 Qere
valued at $17.3 billion, compared with $16.4 billion in 1982, | |

U.S. trade balance.--The United States experienced a net trade deficit in
passenger automobiles of 2.6 million units, valued at $19.2 billion, in 1983.
This deficit represents a 32,981-unit increase (valued at $1.9 billion) from
the 2.5-million unit deficit (valued at $17.3 billion) in 1982. A trade
deficit in value has continued uninterrupted since 1957, when the deficit was
approximately $2.0 million.

The net trade deficit for all motor vehicles in 1983 was $22.6 billionm,
an increase of 17.1 percent over the net trade deficit of $19.3 billion in
1982. The annual net trade deficit for all motor vehicles has continued since
1965, when the deficit was $137.6 million. The United States experienced a
net trade deficit of $1.6 billion for motor-vehicle parts in 1983, compared
with the $1.5 billion net surplus recorded in 1982. The net trade deficit for
all automotive products in 1983 was $24.2 billion, a 35.9-percent increase

from the 1982 deficit of $17.8 billion.
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NEW PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES



Table 1.--New passenger automobiles:

U.S. factory sales, imports for consump-
tion, exports of domestic merchandise, and apparent consumption, 1947-83 1/

.
.

: Ratio (percent)

., U.S. U.s. U.s. Apparent of imports
Year . factory imports - : t U.Ss. . t t
' sales mp : exports consumption 0 apparen
: : . ___: consumption
Quantity (In units)
1947 ————---: 3,558,178 : 1,453 : 266,795 3,292,836 : 0.04
1948 ~—————~: 3,909,270 : 28,047 : 217,911 : 3,719,406 : .75
1949——————-: 5,119,466 : 7,543 : 140,211 : 4,986,798 : .15
1950—————— : 6,665,863 : 21,287 : 120,285 : 6,566,865 : .32
1951-——————-: 5,338,435 : 23,697 : 216,973 : 5,145,159 : .46
1952————uuem : 4,320,794 33,312 : 141,026 : 4,213,080 : .79
1953——————- : 6,116,948 : 27,121 : 154,459 : 5,989,610 : .45
1954—————-—-: 5,558,897 : 34,554 : 173,312 : 5,420,139 : .64
1955-—————-: 7,920,186 : 57,115 : 211,614 : 7,765,687 : .74
1956———-———-: 5,816,109 : 107,675 : 174,895 : 5,748,889 : 1.87
1957-—————-: 6,113,344 : 259,434 : 141,969 : 6,230,809 : 4.16
1958——————-: 4,257,812 : 433,921 : 121,751 : 4,569,982 : 9.50
1959-————— : 5,591,243 : 668,070 : 104,384 : 6,154,929 : 10.85
1960——————-: 6,674,796 : 444,622 : 117,126 : 7,002,292 : 6.35
1961——-—--: 5,542,707 : 279,436 : 104,453 : 5,717,690 : 4.89
1962————-—-: 6,933,240 : 375,715 : 126,969 : 7,181,986 : 5.23
1963 —————— : 7,637,728 : 408,805 : 144,493 : 7,902,040 : 5.17
1964——~———-: 7,751,822 : 536,725 : 181,657 ; 8,106,890 : 6.62
1965——————-: 9,305,561 : 563,673 : 106,079 : 9,763,155 : 5.77
1966—~—~---: 8,598,326 : 899,895 : 177,703 : 9,320,518 : 9.65
1967 ——————- : 7,436,764 1,020,618 : 280,601 : 8,176,781 : 12.48
1968-——--——: 8,822,158 : 1,620,452 : 330,467 : 10,112,143 : 16.02
1969-——~—-: 8,223,715 : 1,846,717 : 333,484 : 9,736,948 : 18.97
1970-————--: 6,546,817 : 2,013,420 : 285,302 : 8,274,935 : 24.33
1971-—————— : 8,584,592 : 2,587,651 : 386,651 : 10,785,425 ; 23.99
1972————---: 8,823,938 : 2,485,901 : 410,670 : 10,899,169 : 22.81
1973—————--: 9,675,647 : 2,437,345 : 509,194 : 11,585,798 : 21.04
1974——————- : 7,331,256 2,572,557 : 600,902 : 9,302,911 : 27.65
1975--————-: 6,712,852 : 2,074,653 : 642,028 : 8,145,477 : 25.47
1976————--——-: 8,497,603 : 2,536,749 : 680,666 : 10,353,686 : 24.5
1977-—————- : 9,198,956 : 2,790,144 : 697,925 : 11,291,175 24.7
1978——————-: 9,165,190 : 3,024,982 : 685,194 : 11,504,978 : 26.3
1979-—————-: 8,419,226 : 3,005,523 : 781,619 : 10,643,130 : 28.2
1980-—--——-: 6,399,840 : 3,116,448 : 612,723 : 8,903,565 : 35.0
1981-—————-: 6,255,340 : 2,856,286 : 545,164 : 8,566,462 : 33.3
1982—————- : 5,049,184 : 2,926,407 : 376,524 : 7,599,067 : 38.5
1983 1 6,739,223 : 3,133,836 : 550,972 : 9,322,087 : __33.6
) Value (In thousands of dollars)

1947 -————--: 3,936,017 : 1,742 : 335,331 : 3,602,428 : 0.05
1948-—--——: 4,870,423 : 29,654 : 281,024 : 4,619,053 : 2 .64

See footnote at end of table.



Table 1.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. factory sales, imports for consumption,
exports of domestic merchandise, and apparent consumption, 1947-83--Continued 1/

: Ratio (percent)

. u.s. . . . Apparent .
Year ' factory : ) u.s. : U.Ss. : u.s. of imports
: : imports : exports : . : to apparent
sales consumption .
: : __consumption
Value (In thousands of dollars)--Continued

1949—————— : 6,650,857 : 8,624 : 205,074 : 6,454,407 : .13
1950——~——— . 8,468,137 : 20,511 : 179,325 : 8,309,323 : .25
1951——————- : 7,241,275 : 26,389 : - 340,032 : 6,927,632 : .38
1952——————- :+ 6,455,114 : 44,734 : 243,976 : 6,255,872 :. Y ]
1953—————— : 9,002,580 : 42,058 : 276,020 : 8,768,618 : .48
1954 ——————- :+ 8,218,094 : 44,897 .: 300,862 : 7,962,129 : .56
1955-————== : 12,452,871 : 69,242 : 380,642 : 12,141,471 .57
1956——————-: 9,754,971 : 126,530 : 332,809 : 9,548,692 : 1.33
1957 -—————- : 11,198,379 : 301,388 : 299,424 : 11,200,343 2.69
1958—————— : 8,010,366 : 486,983 : 258,325 : 8,239,024 : 5.91
1959——————-: 10,534,421 : 734,917 : 220,173 : 11,049,165 :  6.65
1960————-—-: 12,164,234 : 513,659 : 234,842 : 12,443,051 : 4.13
1961 —————— : 10,285,777 : 306,550 : 215,054 : 10,377,273 : 2.95
1962——————- : 13,071,709 : 421,351 : 245,382 : 13,247,678 : 3.18
1963—————— : 14,427,077 : 444,961 : 266,501 : 14,605,537 : 3.05
1964——————- : 14,836,822 : 578,992 : '~ 314,909 : 15,100,905 : 3.83
1965-------: 18,380,036 : 657,239 : 257,295 : 18,779,980 : 3.50
1966———-—--: 17,554,326 : 1,230,937 : 421,913 : 18,363,350 : 6.70.
1967———--—-: 15,653,436 : 1,694,959 : - 647,837 : 16,700,558 : 10.15
1968-—————-: 19,352,035 : 2,781,845 : 820,810 : 21,313,070 : 13.05
1969——————- : 18,751,176 : 3,355,386 : 864,379 : 21,242,183 : 15.80
1970-—————-: 14,630,217 : 3,719,388 : 739,886 : 17,609,719 : 21.12
1971-————--: 21,409,824 : 5,133,743 : 1,070,049 : 25,473,518 : 20.15
1972——————- + 23,133,051 : 5,704,447 : 1,199,394 : 27,638,104 : 20.64
1973--————-: 26,239,996 : 6,479,401 . : 1,627,000 : 31,092,397 : 20.84
1974——————-~: 21,653,036 : 7,544,411 : 2,116,230 : 27,081,217 : 27.86
1975-—————-: 23,400,000 : 7,483,199 : 2,632,959 : 28,250,240 : 26.49
1976——————- : 2/ : 9,399,494 : 3,010,320 : 2/ : 2/

1977 ————-—: 2/ -+ 11,076,745 : 3,401,778 : 2/ : 2/

1978——————- : 2/ : 14,071,527 : 3,573,193 : 2/ : 2/

1979——————- : 2/ : 14,851,713 : 4,611,338 : 2/ : 2/

1980——————-: 2/ : 16,675,187 : 3,919,374 : 2/ : 2/

1981——————- : 2/ : 17,694,651 : 3,919,527 : 2/ : 2/

1982—————--: 2/ : 20,179,508 : 2,860,157 : 2/ : 2/

1983——————-: 2/ : 23,394,417 : 4,199,461 : 2/ : 2/

.
.

1/ Excludes estimated quantity and value of automobiles assembled in foreign
trade zones.

2/ Data no longer published by the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association of the
United states, Inc. ‘
: 3
Source: Factory sales compiled from data published by the Motor Vehicle
" Manufacturers Association of the United States, Inc., except as noted; import and
export data compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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Ratios of U.5. imports for consumption to total appsrent U.S. consumption, by principal sources, 1964-83

Teble 3.--New passenger automobiles
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.005 percent.

2/ Not avallable.

Compiled from data presented in tables 1 and 2.

.

1/ Less than O

Source



.
H

Table 4.--New passenger automobiles

Percentage distribution of U.S. imports for consumption, by principal sources, 1964-83
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48 .47

1966--—-
1967-~—-
1968-——-

100.00

02

4.09 :
2.81

1.95
1.71

25.64
28.44

54.41 .05 54.46
48.56

48.45

1969———-

1970———-

. 100.00

1/

100.00

.

51.44

H 1.10 ¢

2.22

2.90 :

H

.
:

.
H

.
.

.
S

.10

.

100.00
100.00

.15 100.00

99.85
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57.21

o
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v

42.58

1973-—-=:

40.69 :
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1974——--

100.00

1/

: 100.00

56.09

.
s

2.20 .61

3.13

“2.38

.
B

1 4.34

.
:

23.27

43.91

.42

1975----:

. 20.16

.

o

.

.

.

.

'30.38
"34.84

100.00
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3.16 :  2.07 .
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.
H
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.
H

2.15
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.
.
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31.90
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.66 : 68.02 99.91 .09 100.00

.05
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2.15 :

19.77

41.01

.15

31.75

1978-—--:

25.97 :

1979----:

75.70 :

e oo

. oo

" 19.70
14.83

ve oe

4
[ -

49.
53.

~ N
-

2.7
4.

~N N

v oo

1980--—-
1981-:%

o oo

.
.

~wn

v oo

-3¢
X

O -

~No

v oo

~O

o oo

@®wn

28.5
30.9

ool

o]

oo

ool

oo

o

Yool

oo

1/ Less tﬁcn 0.005 percent.

Compiled from data presented in table 2.

Source
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Table 6.—-New passenger automobiles: Percentage distribution of U.S. retail new
countries,

car sales, by dealers, of imports from the principal sources, by
1964-83

(In percent based on quantity)

: : : West Germany : : : : :
Year : Canada : Japan : and : Italy : United : Sweden : France : Total
Kingdom
: : ¢ Belgium : : : : :
1964———-: ~ 2.64 : 1.85 : 65.79 : 2.19 : 15.36 : 4.89 : 7.28 : 100.00
1965—-—-: 6.19 : 3.38 : '65.42 : 1.81 : 13.27 : 4.41 : 5.52 : 100.00
1966—-—-: 20.92 : 5.00 : 55.42 : 1.40 : 9.29 : 4.15 : 3.82 : 100.00
1967—---: 30.90 : 6.56 : 45.74 : 1.68 : 7.76 : 4.28 : 3.08 : 100.00
1968--—-: 33.34 : 7.82 : 44.46 @ 2.19 : 6.53 : 3.50 : 2.16 : 100.00
1969———-: 39.32 :°11.07 : 36.66 : 2.65 : 5.74 : 2.73 : 1.83 : 100.00
1970—-—-: 35.10 : 16.09 : 37.79 : 2.03 : 4,43 : 2.86 : 1.70 : 100.00
1971-——-: 33.60 : 23.80 : 32.58 : 2.04 : 4.07 : 2.65 : 1.25 : 100.00
1972-——-: 384.45 : 25.33 : 31.04 : 2.56 : 3.11 : 2.69 : .82 : 100.00
1973-——-: 32.98 : 28.37 : 29.95 : 2.40 : 2.78 : 2.97 : .55 : 100.00
1974-——-: 36.28 : 27.01 : 26.88 : 3.39 : 2.66 : 3.01 : .77 : 100.00
1975-——-: 31.11 : 35.62 : 21.40 : 4.68 : 3.24 : 3.18 : .77 : 100.00
1976--—--: 35.05 : 40.63 : 15.36 : 3.10 : 2.82 : 2.33 : .71 : 100.00
1977———--: 28.68 : 47.83 : 15.69 : 2.57 : 2.42 : 2.03 : .78 : 100.00
1978———-: 27.90 : 48.76 : . 15.78 : 2.53 : 1.75 : 2.39 : .89 : 100.00
1979-———-: 20.17 : 60.60 : 12.02 : 2.26 : 1.47 2.46 : 1.02 : 100.00
1980-—--: 18.58 : 64.84 : 10.37 : 1.48 : 1.03 : 2.41 : 1.29 : 100.00
1981-—--: 18.27 : 65.26 : 9.95 : 1.29 : .77 2.78 : 1.68 : 100.00
1982-——-: 23.24 : 62.28 : 8.42 : .64 @ .46 3.15 : 1.81 : 100.00
1983———-: 25.12 : 60.44 : 8.53 : .31 .51 ¢ 3.67 : 1.41 : 100.00
Source: Compiled from data presented in table 5 of this report.
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Iable 7 ——New passenger automobiles:

manufacturers and makes, 1964-82—-Cont1nued

10

Factory sales of imports from Canada, by

1983

oo -

o

: (In'units)
>‘;Year P Chfueler Corp,» : American : Studebaker : . . .
: P ‘Dodge  * Pljmouth . Total. fuotors 99‘9'3 Corp. ;
1964 s = s - - 10,327 : 12,159
1965 : 20,050 : 5 : 20,055 : - 11,408 : 33,088
1966 ;70,045 : 14,222 :. 84,267 : 9,397 : 1,851 : 161,068
T TS Ae—— . 44,960 3 . 73,794 : 118,754 : 26,592 : - : 326,139
71968 2 : 41,384 : 108,088 : 149,432 : 33,453 : - : 480,254
1969 ;94,294 : 63,736 : 158,030 : 30,633 : - : 676,765
1197022 i 156,050 : 52,535 : 208,585 : 41,820 : - : 681,872
1971~ : 118,376 : 84,409 : 202,785 : 37,987 : - : 779,769
1972- : 790,015 : 133,543 : 223,558 : 52,401 : - : 836,630
1973 : 102,570 : 112,559 : 215,129 : 62,200 : - : 862,407
1974 : 79,579 : 103,713 : 183,292 : 42,626 : - : 802,371
1975 i 42,586 : 182,959 : 225,545 : . 37,253 : - : 713,407
1976 :. 37,507 : 177,513 : 215,020 : 32,266 : - : 808,788
. 1977-. 1 46,359 : 144,604 : 190,963 : 34,362 : - : 831,994
1978 : 42,342 : 95,888 : 138,230 : 21,880 : - : 764,835
1979 s 23,813 : 81,388 : 105,201 : - - : 582,386
1980 : 21,557 : 35,470 : 57,027 :. 2,451 : - : 539,239
1981 : 16,853 : 38,081 : 54,934 : 29,536 : - : 516,430
1982 : 30,128 : 104,499 : 134,627 : 27,744 : - : 662,014
t 22,110 1 73,471 : 95,581 : 28,198 : - : 773,381

“Source: Compiled fron data

‘Canadian Plants.

published by the Hotor Vehicle Hanufactuters
‘Associstion of the United States, Inc. on the destination of factory shipments from

, Note.——Although ‘some VOlvos are produced in Canada for export to the United
: Astates, all such U.S. inport retail new car sales are considered to be Swedish for
'ﬁtho purposes of thin table.

10
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Table 9.--New passenger automobiles:

17

U.S. retail new car sales, by dealers, of imports
from West Germany by manufacturers or makes, and models, 1964-83--Continued

(In units)

Mercedes-Benz

8/ Not available.

éources: COmpzled from deta reported in Hard'g Autoggtive Rggg; 8

1/ Volkswagen ven no longer included in lutonobile dcta.

17

Year T ; ; ; : . BMw | Total
; 240 D ; 300 ; ;:g/ ;v 280 ; ::g/ ; Other ; Total 6/ ; ;

1964~ ———--: - - - - - -2 7,000 : 8/ ¢ 303,093
1965——-~———- : -3 -3 - - - - 8,037 : 8/ : 349,921
1966--————-—=3 - - - - -3 - 11,761 : 8/ ¢ 426,605
1967~ —————u=2 -3 - - - -3 -t 15,366 : 8/ : 482,854
1968--- ———-—-: -3 - -1 - - - 20,200 : 9,778 : 640,361
1969—- mmmmv -3 - - - - - - 21,292 : 11,937 : 631,045
1970~———=—== : - - - - - - 25,055 : 14,584 : 734,237
1971 === - - - - - -3 31,221 : 19,826 : 756,051
1972 e m e 3 - - - - -t -3 36,478 : 21,728 : 753,640
1973-—-———----:<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>