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On behalf of America’s iron mining and steel workers and all the businesses and families 
they support, I urge you as strongly as I possibly can to finalize earlier rulings and make 
tariffs and taxes on hot-rolled steel permanent.  

 
I’d also like to thank the members of the commission for the diligence and care you have 
taken in analyzing and considering these petitions against hot-rolled steel from Australia, 
Brazil, Japan, South Korea, the Netherlands, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
 
Let me add that your decision on this matter will be especially critical to the 412 out of 
work miners at the Keetac facility on Minnesota’s Iron Range. Keetac has supplied iron ore 
to the now idled steel facility in Granite City, Illinois, where 2,000 workers have also lost 
their jobs due to the illegal dumping of foreign hot-rolled steel.  
 
Iron mining, steel and manufacturing are the foundations of our economy and national 
security. The penalties being considered today represent our profound obligation to protect 
the interests of the American people.  
 
As I have pointed out before this body on a number of occasions, given a level global playing 
field, America’s iron ore mining and steel industry workers can compete and win against 
anyone in the world.  
 
All they are asking for is the opportunity to complete on a level global playing field, and 
these countervailing and anti-dumping rates will help ensure they have that fair chance.  
 
In short, these tariff rates are a recognition of the fact that we are not now on a level playing 
field. Their purpose is to ensure we make the playing field level once again.  
 
All around the world American steel is recognized to be the gold standard for its quality and 
endurance.  
 
But the fact is, our workers cannot compete with foreign governments and their state-
owned operations that do not operate for profit – and that dump hundreds of millions of 
tons of their products into our marketplace at prices far below the cost of production.  
 
On Minnesota’s Iron Range in my district, and all across our nation, the damage this illegal 
dumping by trade cheater nations has caused could not be more clear, more compelling or 
more devastating.  
 
White House Chief of Staff Denis McDonough saw the effects for himself when he visited 
Minnesota’s Iron Range last December at my request to meet with miners, elected officials, 
as well as community and business leaders.  
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Illegal foreign steel dumping had put more than 3,500 miners, steelworkers and employees 
in supporting businesses out of work.  
 
Small towns across the region were losing their grocery stores, their pharmacies and their 
livelihoods.  
 
High school seniors were postponing or foregoing the college educations.  
 
Families were draining what little savings they had just to put food on the table and pay the 
mortgage.  
 
Local food shelves couldn’t keep up with the demand as the number of families seeking help 
doubled and tripled.  
 
And let me point out that this crisis on the Iron Range was not – and is not – parochial in 
nature.  
 
Coast to coast, more than 12,000 steel workers have lost their jobs to illegal foreign steel.  
 
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg in terms of the overall economic impact on millions of 
businesses and jobs and working families as the ripple effects continue to spread.  
 
Up in northern Minnesota, the McDonough visit is now being called “the day that changed 
everything” because it signaled the beginning of the Administration’s crackdown on illegal 
foreign steel dumping. 
 
Thanks to the tough tariffs and taxes this body has imposed on cold-rolled and corrosion-
resistant steel from China and a number of other nations – thanks to the President’s 
executive actions that included my specific request for 38 new processors at the 
Department of Commerce to investigate trade cases – and thanks to the new customs 
legislation enhancing our ability to catch trade cheaters – things are beginning to slowly 
turn around.  
 
The Commerce Department and Customs & Border Protection are already enforcing 161 
anti-dumping and countervailing duty orders against foreign steel and other manufactured 
products.  
 
And let me point out that among those orders are three of the most important in 15 years 
for America’s steel industry – critical to its survival.  
 
The glut of illegal foreign steel in our marketplace is slowly dissipating. 
 
The price of American iron ore has risen to nearly $60 dollars a ton – up from $40 dollars a 
year ago. 
 
Our steel manufacturing industry is operating at around 75% of capacity – far short of 
where it should be but, again, up from lows of near 60% at the beginning of the year.  
 
And most gratifying on Minnesota’s Iron Range, nearly 1,000 iron ore miners and workers 
at Cliffs Natural Resources are back on the job or will be soon. Moreover Cliffs Natural 
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Resources has committed to investing $65 million in new 21st Century mining technology 
over the next 10 years.  
 
But make no mistake. Economic recovery from foreign steel dumping is on a long, tough 
road. 
 
If this recovery is to continue, we will need to double down and make these tariffs and taxes 
permanent.  
 
Our iron ore mining and steel industries and the families and businesses they support are 
still suffering.  
 
Our national security and our economic security are still under severe threat from these 
trade cheater nations and their illegal steel.  
 
So again, I urge the Commission to give final approval to the petitions being considered 
today.  
 
And by doing so, continue to provide a measure of hope that the fragile economic recovery 
we are seeing in northern Minnesota and across our iron ore mining and steel industries 
will become permanent as well.  
 
Thank you.  


