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Good morning Vice Chairman Pinkert and members of the Commission. I appreciate the 

opportuni ty to appear before you today on an issue that is critical to not only my district, but 

the entire state of Wisconsin. 

Papermaking jobs are some o f t h e best manufacturing jobs in the United States. These 

are jobs w i th good wages and good benefits. Growing up in Hayward, Wisconsin, the path 

f rom my high school to the mills was well worn. These jobs allowed many of my fel low 

classmates to raise a family and live out the American dream. But what many of these men 

and women never counted on was the impact of foreign governments and foreign producers, 

some half a wor ld away. The expectation was that our government would be there to offer 

protections f rom importers that weren ' t playing by the rules. 

As you may know, paper making is a considerable economic force in my home state. In 

fact, the Badger State ranks number one among all other states in the country in terms of pulp 

and papermaking capacity. The industry provides excellent paying jobs in predominately rural 

areas. In some communit ies, the paper mill is the literal life blood that sustains these towns. 
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In my district, the Village of Rothschild is the site of a pulp and paper mill that is owned 

and operated by Domtar. Papermaking operations began there in 1909 and continue today, 

wi th the mill producing 138,000 tons of paper annually. The facility employs 400 hardworking 

Wisconsinites and boasts an annual estimated economic impact of almost $300 mill ion. The 

Domtar mill is the largest private employer in the Rothschild and one o f t h e largest employers 

in the county. 

The primary product that Domtar produces at the Rothschild facility is known as 

uncoated free sheet, an industry term for printer paper that is used every day in office copiers 

and printers, in commercial printing operations, and in direct mail and other applications. 

Demand for this type of paper has been declining for the last several years due mainly to 

competi t ion wi th electronic communications. But wi th constant evolution in communications 

technology, this type of competit ion is inevitable and the domestic paper industry is taking 

steps to deal wi th it. What U.S. producers like Domtar cannot deal wi th though is unfair 

competi t ion in the form of illegally subsidized and dumped product coming into the U.S. 

market f rom foreign companies. Decreasing demand makes U.S. companies particularly 

vulnerable to unfairly traded imports, like we've seen in this case. I am here today to ask that 

you make final aff irmative injury determinations in these investigations. In 2008, my 

community witnessed firsthand the impact of the closure of a Domtar mill in Port Edwards, 

Wisconsin, where 500 workers were laid off. Every pocket across my state has been impacted. 
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I don' t want to see that happen again to other Wisconsin mills and towns because the U.S. 

government didn't enforce our trade laws. 

The United States and the Wisconsin paper industry have suffered financial losses and 

lost thousands of jobs as a result of persistent patterns of unfair trade across all segments of 

the industry. Allowing foreign producers to have unrestricted access to the open markets of 

the United States, even while some of these producers defraud our government and cause 

injury to domestic producers by dumping undervalued products, cannot be allowed to 

continued. 

The International Trade Commission and the U.S. Department of Commerce has each 

conducted a thorough investigation o f t h e facts in this case. Based upon this analysis, 

preliminary injury determinations were found to have impacted the petit ioners. Accordingly, 

countervail ing duties were imposed against producers in China and Indonesia and ant i

dumping duties were imposed against producers in Portugal, Indonesia, Australia, China and 

Brazil. I understand these duties have helped to keep unfairly subsidized paper f rom reaching 

United States shores, thereby serving to "level the playing f ie ld" for domestic producers in 

Wisconsin and throughout our country. 

The ITC has the abil ity to make a real difference for pulp and paper workers in the 7 

Congressional District of Wisconsin. There can be no reason to allow unfair trade to take a 

further tol l on this industry. On behalf of the 400 workers that rely on good paying jobs at the 



Rothschild paper mill in my district, I strongly urge you to keep these duties in place. Thank 

you for your t ime and for your careful consideration of this case. 
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