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Good morning. My name is Thomas L. Harlan. As you know, A K 

Steel produces non-oriented electrical steel products using its Butler, 

Pennsylvania and Zanesville, Ohio facilities. I work as an Electrical 

Maintenance Technician at Zanesville. 

NOES production is extremely important to the Butler and 

Zanesville operations. We currently have 128 UAW members working 

at the Zanesville facility. NOES production is vital not only for the 

direct employment it generates, but also because the employment 

provided by A K Steel's Butler and Zanesville plants is critical to the 

surrounding regions. The unfair imports have already caused injury to 

our workers and their families as well as the much larger communities. 



I have worked for over 35 years at the Zanesville facility, and I am 

number 9 on the union's seniority list. I was President of our local union 

from 1985 to 1990. Our current operations include an anneal and pickle 

line that at one time ran only NOES. Three other lines - a strip 

annealing line, a coater, and a slitter ~ currently run just NOES. We 

could do a lot more. We haven't been able to run our rolling mill since 

2011 because of lack of demand for our NOES products. When we run 

fu l l out, we can run three strip annealing lines for NOES, not just one. 

We can at least double our output. 

The workers have always considered our operations "tough," and 

able to withstand the low-priced import competition, but the last two 

years have been the worst of all my 35 years. In the winter of 2012,1 

collected an unemployment check for the first time in 33 years because I 

had been reduced to a four-day work week, even though you would 

think I would be protected by seniority. We cannot give up more 

volume that we need to run our lines. 

A level playing field. It is a cliche, but certainly applicable here. I 

know we can compete with anyone willing to play by the rules of 
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international trade. We put a premium on quality and that emphasis is 

recognized by our customers. I know first hand the dedication of our 

production workers and the consistently high-quality product that they 

produce. We are efficient, and we have not lost a worker-day to 

accident in many, many years. 

There are only two large manufacturing plants in the Zanesville 

area. A K Steel is one of them. These two large regional employers are 

the only employers that are paying above minimum wage. The earnings 

of A K Steel workers are multiplied many times over in the larger 

Zanesville community of about 28,000. The additional jobs that are 

indirectly created may not pay manufacturing wages, but calling them 

essential to many families is not in any way an overstatement. 

In sum, I simply ask that the Commission give us a level playing 

field, and we wi l l take care of the rest. We've proven it. We've been in 

Zanesville since 1905, survive two World Wars, The Great Depression, 

and the downsizing of the American steel industry. We cannot survive 

losing the NOES product. Our facility would be idled without it. 
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