
UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION
Washington, DC  20436

MEMORANDUM ON PROPOSED TARIFF LEGISLATION
of the 111th Congress 1

[Date approved:  February 23, 2010]2

Bill No. and sponsor:  S. 1996 (Ms. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota).

Proponent name,3 location:  Target Corporation, Minneapolis, MN.

Other bills on product (111th Congress only):  None.

Nature of bill:  Temporary duty suspension through December 31, 2011.

Retroactive effect:  None. 

Suggested article description(s) for enactment (including appropriate HTS subheading(s)):

Inflatable swimming pools of polyvinyl chloride, not exceeding 1.651 m in diameter or width
(provided for in subheading 9506.99.55).

Check one:        Same as that in bill as introduced.
 X   Different from that in bill as introduced (see Technical comments section).

Product information, including uses/applications and source(s) of imports:

An inflatable pool is a warm-weather recreational item, and those specified in this bill are made for
children.  Although inflatable pools come in a variety of shapes and sizes, those covered by the proposed
language in this bill are under 1.651 meters (5.42 feet) in diameter.  The pools have a protruding valve
made of plastics for filling it with air either by mouth or air pump.  Inflatable pools of this size are
normally filled with water by using a garden hose.  The pools specified in the proposed bill are made of
polyvinyl chloride, which is one of the most widely produced plastics.  Imports are supplied almost
entirely by China.

1  Industry analyst preparing report:  Brendan Lynch  (202-205-3313 ); Tariff Affairs contact:  Jan Summers  (202-205-2605).
2  Access to an electronic copy of this memorandum is available at http://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/congress_reports/ .
3   The sponsor/proponent did not identify any additional beneficiaries of this bill.  USITC staff identified two additional
beneficiaries of this bill that were not identified by the proponent, and when contacted those companies indicated that they would
benefit from the bill.



Estimated effect on customs revenue for the subject product classifiable in HTS subheading 9506.99.55:

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Col. 1-General rate
of duty 5.3% 5.3% 5.3% 5.3% 5.3%
Estimated value 
dutiable imports a $4,000,000 $4,100,000 $4,200,000 $4,300,000 $4,400,000
Customs revenue
loss b $212,000 $217,300 $222,600 $227,900 $233,200

a/ Dutiable import estimates were based on estimates provided by industry sources and Commission
estimates.
b/ At the request of Congress, customs revenue loss is provided for 5 years, although the effective period
of the proposed legislation may differ.

Contacts with domestic firms/organizations (including the proponent):

Name of firm/organization Date
contacted

Claim US
makes same

or competing
product(s)?

Submission
attached? 

Opposition
noted?

(Yes/No)

Target Corporation (Proponent)
Susan Flack (202-863-7265)

11/30/2009 No No No

Intex Recreational Corp.
Mathew Waylan (310-549-5400)

12/1/2009 No No No

Wal-Mart Corp.
Trace Baily (202-434-0999)

12/1/2009 No No No

Technical comments:4

It is suggested that the article description of the proposed heading be edited slightly and worded as shown
on page 1, to be consistent with normal HTS usage.  It is not known if the subject pools would all be
round, so an alternative measure is suggested.  Moreover, it can probably be assumed that such small
pools are intended for children, so that word is removed from the description to avoid any need to
interpret it.

4  The Commission may express an opinion on the HTS classification of a product to facilitate consideration of the bill. However,
by law, only the U.S. Customs Service is authorized to issue a binding ruling on this matter.  The Commission believes that the
U.S. Customs Service should be consulted prior to enactment of the bill.
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111TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION S. 1996 

To suspend temporarily the duty on certain swimming pools. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

OCTOBER 28, 2009 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR introduced the following bill; which was read twice and 

referred to the Committee on Finance 

A BILL 
To suspend temporarily the duty on certain swimming pools. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. CERTAIN SWIMMING POOLS. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 99 of 4

the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States is 5

amended by inserting in numerical sequence the following 6

new heading: 7

‘‘ 9902.01.00 Children’s inflatable swim-
ming pools of polyvinyl chlo-
ride not exceeding 1.651 me-
ters in diameter (provided for 
in subheading 9506.99.55) ... Free No change No change On or before 

12/31/2011 ’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by 8

subsection (a) applies to goods entered, or withdrawn from 9
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warehouse for consumption, on or after the 15th day after 1

the date of the enactment of this Act. 2
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