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REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT

U.S. Tariff Commission,
November 15, 1971.

To the President:

In accordance with section 301(f)(1) of the Trade Expansion Act
of 1962 (76 Stat. 885), the U.S. Tariff Commission herein reports the
results of an investigation made under section 301(c)(2) of that act
in response to a workers' petition.

On September 16, 1971, seven employees of the Birminghgm (Ala.)
plant of Avondale Mills filed a petition on behalf of the employees
of the plant for aﬂdetermination of their eligitility to apply for
adjustment assistance. Tre Commission instituted an investigation
(TEA-W-116) on October 1, 1971, to determine whether, as a result
in major part of concessions granted under trade agreements, articles
like or directly competitive with the broadwoven polyester-cotton fab-
rics of the type produced by the plant are being imported into the
United States in such increased quantities as to cause, or threaten
to cause, the unemploymenf or underemployment of a significant num-
ber or proportion of the workers of such plant.

Public notice cf the receipt of the petition and the institution
of the investigation was published in the Federal Register on
October 8, 1971 (36 F.R. 19658). A public hearing was requested, but
the request was later rescinded and no hearing was held.

The informetion in this report was obtained principally from

officials of Avondale Mills and from the Commission's files.



Finding of the Commission

On the basis of its investigation, the Commission 1/ finds
(Commissioner Leonard dissenting) that articles like or directly com-
petitive with the broadwoven polyester-cotton fabrics of the type
produced by the Bimmingham (Ala.) Plant of Avondale Mills are, as a
result in major part of concessions granted under trgde agreements,
being imported into the United States in such increased quantities as
to cause, or threaten to cause, the unemployment or underemployment

of a significant number or proportion of the workers of such plant.

1/ Vice Chairman Parker and Commissioner Young did not particlpate
in the decision
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Views of Chairman Bedell, Commissioner Sutton, and Commissioner Moore

This investigation was undertaken pursuant to section 301(c)(2)
of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 in response to a petition filed on
September 16, 1971, by the workers of the Birmingham plant of Avondale
Mills for a determination of their eligibility to apply for acdjustment
assistance under that Act.

The Birmingham plant, which ceased operations on October 2k, 1971,
was the sole plant in the Avondale Mills system producing fine-spun
polyester-cotton fabrics, specifically chambrays, shirtings, and
ginghams. Most of the fabrics woven at the Birmingham plant were sold
to a few large retail firms for manufacture into shirts, principally
dress and sports shirts for men. The petitioners conterd that imports
of fabrics like or directly competitive with those produced at the
Birmingham plant, as well as imports of finished shirts made from such
fabrics, have increased in major part as a result of trade-agreement
concessions and have been the major factor in causirg their unemployment.

Imports of manmade and cotton fabrics, as well as imports of
shirts manufactured from such fabfics, increased sharply in recent
years. Applicable rates of duty for such articles were reduced
substantially as a result of trade-agreement concessions. Although the
growth in imports of these articles has been influenced by many factors,
articles like or directly competitive with the fabrics produced at the
Birmingham plant have been imported in increased quantities, as a
result in major part of trade-agreement concessions, and were the major
factor in causing unemployment at the Birmingham plant. The major
changes in tréde and rates of duty pertinent to this determination

are summarized below.



As a result of trade-agreement concessions, the ad valorem
equivalents of the compound rates of duty on polyester-cotton fabrics
of the type produced at the Birmingham plant were reduced 66 percent
petween 1930 and 1971, or from 80.4 percent to 27.6 percent. Imports
of fabrics of manmade fibers increased sharply following the most
recent concessions under the GATT, effective in 1951 and in the years
from 1968 through 1971, from 212 thousand pounds in 1651 to 39 million
pounds in 1970. For the current year, such imports are entering at an
estimated annual rate of 47 million pounds, a rate quadruple that for
imports in 1959. Polyester-cotton fabrics of the type produced at
the Birmingham plant figure prominently in these increases.

Similarly, the ad valorem equivalents of the compound rates of
duty on men's and boys' shirts made from polyester-cotton fabrics of
the type produced at the Birmingham plant were reduced 55 percent
pursuent to trade-agreement concessions undesr the GATT, from 80.6
percent to 36.1 percent, the level at which the rate of duty has re-
mained since 1958. TImports of men's and boys' dress shirte of manmade
cibers (neither ornamented nor knit). which, in recent years, consist
principally of polyester-cotton shirts similar to those produced from
fabric woven at the Birmingham plant, increased sharply from 51
thousand dozen in 1962, the first yeer for which data are available,
to 5.5 million dozen in 1970, and continued to increase into‘l971.
Zmports of men's and boys' sports shirts of the same fabrics increased

similarly from 34 thousand dozen in 1962 to 3.L million dozen in 1970.



The impact of these increased imports, which resulted in major
part from trade-agreement concessions, on the Birmingham plant of
Avondale Mills has been devastating. In an effort to continue operating,
the plant turned, most recently, to supplying fancy goods to the dress
shirt trade, a specialty market for which the plant's equipment was not
particularly well-suited. Faced with the prospect of continually
increasing concession-generated imports, Avondale Mills decided te close
the Birmingham facility in view of operating losses ét this plant at
a rate exceeding one million dollars annually. As a result, a
significant number and proportion of employees, unable to relocate
within the remaining plants of the firm, became unemployed.

The severe impact of concession-generated imports on the Birmingham
plant has its parallel in the recent firm ar.d worker investigations on
the Arista Mills Co. 1/ For both firms, their major line of fabrics
vwés adversely affected by imports of concession-generatéd shirtingsv
and shirts. For both firms, at least one major customer shifted to
purchasing imported shirts competitive with those manufactured from
febrics produced by the firm. And for both firms, reorientation of
their production facilities into other lines proved ineffective.

In.view of the foregoing, we believe the petitioners hé#e met
the criteria for eligibility to apply for adjustment assistance under

the Trade Expansion Act of 1962.

1/ Arista Mills, TEA-F-12 (Nov. 1970) and TEA-W-47 (Mar. 1971). In
these two investigations the majority found affirmatively with respect
to the firm and the workers. Chairman Bedell was not then a member of
the Commission.




Dissenting Views of Commissioner Leonard

Section 301(c)(2) of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 has imposed
four conditions, each of which must be satisfied if an affirmative deter-
mination is to be made. The conditions are:

1. Articles like or directly competitive with the broad-

woven polyester-cotton fabrics produced by the workers

concerned are being imported in increased quantities.

2. The increased imports are in major part the result of
concessions granted under trade agreements.

3. A significant number or proportion of the workers con-

cerned are unemployed or underemployed, or threatened
with unemployment or underemployment.

4. The increased imports resulting in major part from

trade-agreement concessions are the major factor caus-
ing or threatening to cause the unemployment or under-
employment.

A negative determination in the instant investigation is required
because the second condition described above is not satisfied by the
facts found. The facts do not show that any increase in imports is due
in "major" part to trade-agreement concessions.

A very large percentage of the imports of the fabrics and shirts
that have been regarded as being like or directly competitive with the
fabrics produced by Birmingham were made in the Far East. The textile
industries in that area, as in the United States, are labor-intensive--

that is, labor accounts for a sizable portion of the costs of produc-

tion. The wages paid to the textile workers in these countries are,




however, much lower than those paid to their counterparts in the United
States. It has been estimated that in the latter part of 1969 the
average hourly earnings in the textile industries of such countries
ranged from a high of 54 cents in Japan to a low of 1l cents in Taiwan,
as compared to $2.34 in the United States. The earnings are undoubtedly
higher today, but the relationship probably has not changed appreciably.
Even if worker productivity in some or all of these countries is less
than the worker productivity in the United States, and even if certain
fringe benefits in these countries are added to their cost of labor,
there still would appear to be a significant difference in labor costs.

In a statement regarding the decision to close the Birmingham
Plant, Donald Comer, President of Avondale Mills, referred to the wage
problem as follows:

Today our former dress customers, as they need colored yarn dress

goods, buy the Japanese import made with labor paid at one-fifth

the rate of ours.

There is no way we can pay ourselves wages at a race many times

that of people around the world, and at the same time afford the

luxury of uncontrolled imports made with this cheap labor, with-

out disastrous results.

Birmingham's customers have an ample amount of fabrics available

to them, made with labor paid at a rate that 1s illegal in this

country, to more than take care of their needs.

Our normal market was completely flooded with low wage imports

of piece goods or garments last year, and with over all imports

running at a rate 409 higher this year it is futile to hope for

a better time tomorrow.

Mr. Comer did not refer to trade-agreement corcessions as being

responsible for increased imports.



In view of the apparent existence of_significant price disparities,
vhich appear to reflect not only duty reductions but also substantial
differences in costs of production (including raw material, overhead,
and labér), any increase in imports cannot be said to have resulted in
"msjor" part from concessions granted under trade agreements., Especially
is this so when it is considered that the bulk of the reductions in the
rates of duty on the imported articles were made as far back as 1948,
long before any significant increase in imports of such articles. The
rate of duty on men's and boys' shirts, not ornamented and not knit, of
manmade fibers has not been reduced since June 30, 1958, and the rate
on such shirts, kni%, not ornamented, of manmade fibers has not been

reduced since June 6, 1951.




1NFORMATION OBTAINED IN THE INVESTIGATION

Articles Under Investigation

The Birmingham Plant of Avondale Mills, which ceased operations on
October 24, 1971, produced woven fabrics of spun (noncontinuous fiber)
yarns which were composed of blends of polyester (manmade) fiber and
combed cctton. Prior to September 1970, the spun yarns consisted of
50-percent polyester fibers and 50-percent combed cotton of yarn
Ne. 33 1/ in both warp 2/ and filling. 3/ Subsequently they were 65-
percent polyester and 35-percent combed cotton, of yarn numbers L4Os for
warp and 37s for filling. The filling counts ran from 50 to 60 picks L4/
per inch and the warp counts ran from 80 to 90 per inch.

The Birmingham Plant produced fine yarn-dyed plainwoven types,
particularly chanbrays, ginghams, and other shirtings, weighing approxi-
mately 4 to 5 yards per pound. The Birmingham Plant (hereinafter
referred to as Birmingham) is the only plant of Avondale in which such
fabrics are produced.

The petition stated that the competing imported fabrics entered
under items 338.3065 and 338.3085 of the Tariff Schedules of the United
States Annotated (TSUSA). Such fabrics are described in the TSUSA as
being woven fabrics, of manmade fibers, wholly of spun yarn, and wholly

or in chief value of polyester.

1/ Yarns spun on the cotton system are numbered according to the num-
ber of 8L0-yard hanks that weigh 1 pound. No. 1 yarn measures 840
yards (1 hank) to the pound; No. 100 yarn measures 84,000 yards (100
hanks) to the pound; the higher the yarn number, the finer the yarn.

2/ Yarns running lengthwise of the fabric.

3/ Yarns running from edge to edge of the fabric, at right angles to
the warp.

4/ A pick is one filling yarn.



A-2

Nearly all of the types of fabrics woven at Birmingham are sold
Tfor manufacture into shirts, principally dress shirts for men. The
petition alleges that the "tremendous" increase in the imports of
shirts, as well as of shirting febrics, has been the result of dras-
tic reductions in the duties covering these items and has contributed
in major part to the closing of the Birmingham Plant and the result-

ing unemployment.

U.S. Tariff Treatment
The fabrics of the types woven at Birmingham are included in
item 338.30 of the TSUSA. The rate hissory for this item is shown
in the following table.
Certain woven fabrics of manmade fibers (item 338.30), including

polyester and cotton blends in chief value of polyester: Changes
in rate of duty pursuant to trade agreements, 1930 to 1971

: : Ad valorem equivalent of
Rate of duty : Effective date : rate of duty, based on
: imports in 1970

Cents per pound and :

percent ad valorem . : Percent

4L5¢ + €0% or TO% : June 18, 1930 1/ : 2/ 80.L4
h5¢ + L5% : June 15, 1936 3/ 60.k
27.5¢ + L5% or 22.5% : Jan. 1, 1948 L/ 2/ 38.k4
25¢ + 22.5% : June 6, 1951 L/ 31.1
22¢ + 22.5% : Jan. 1, 1968 5/ : 30.2
20¢ + 22.5% : Jan. 1, 1969 5/ : 29.4
17¢ + 22.5% : Jan. 1, 1970 5/ : 28.3
15¢ + 22.5% : Jan. 1,

971 5/ 27.6

-

1/ Tariff Act of 1930.
2/ Estimated; 1970 import classes not strictly comparable.
3/ Trade egreement with France.

E/ Pursuant tc reductions under the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT).

5/ Kernedy Round.
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As illustrated above, the rate of duty applicable to the Birmingham-
type fabrics has undergone several reductions pursuant to trade agree-
ments. Table 1 in the statistical appendix shows the quantvity and
value of imports under the various duty rates and the ad valorem
equivalents of the rates, based on imports in 1970. The ad valorem
equivalent in 1971 was 66 percent lower than in 1930.
Pursuant to Presidential Proclamation No. LOTL, effective
August 16, 1971, the rates of duty on most imported products, includ-
ing woven fabrics and shirts of manmade fibers, were increased by
the temporary imposition of an additional duty of 10 percent ad valo-
rem or less, as provided for in new subpart C of part 2 of the appen—
dix to the TSUSA. There have been recent press reports that the sur-
charge on most wool and manmade-fiber textiles, except raw materials,
will be removed in the near future after formal agreements have been
signed between the United States and Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Taiwan, and Hong Kong which will impose quantitative limitations on
imports of specified wool and manmade-fiber textile categories.
Broadwoven fabrics of cotton, including types comparable to
the polyester-cotton blended fabrics of Birmingham, are dutiable
in the TSUSA under items 320.30 to 320.40, if not bleached and not
colored; 321.30 to 321.40, if bleached but not colored; and 322.30 to
322.40, if colored, whether or not bleached. The rates of duty vary

according to yarn number and are summarized in table 2. The
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_ duty reductions effected between 1930 and 1971 amounted to a total
reduction of about 40 percent.

Imports of cotton fabrics are subject to restraints in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Long-Term Arrangement Regarding
International Trade in Cotton Textiles (LTA). The LTA was designed
to increase significantly access to markets where imports were sub-
ject to restriction; to maintain orderly access to markets where
restrictions were not maintained; and to secure from exporting coun-
tries, where necessary, a measure of trade restraint in their export
policy so as to avoid disruptive effects in import markets. Imports
of cotton fabrics and all other articles subject to restraints under
the LTA are exempt from the additional duty proclaimed by the
President on August 16, 197) (headnote 5(g) to subpart C of part 2
of the appendix to the TSUSA).

The U.S. rates of duty, in the Tariff Act of 1930 and pursuant to
trade agreement concessions, applicable to men's and boys' shirts,
not knit, which include the types made from fabrics similar to those
produced by Birmingham, are shown in tables 3, 4, and 5. Most of
the imports of men's and boys' shirts of cotton, not knit, are not
ornamented and are entered under item 380.27. The rate of duty on
such shirts was reduced from 45 percent ad valorem in the act of
1930 to 25 percent =d valorem, effective January 1, 1948, pursuant
to a concession granted in the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). The rate was not reduced again until the Kennedy

Round, when it was reduced by stages, effective January 1 of each
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year, from the pre-Kennedy Round rate of 25 percent ad valorem to the
present rate of 21.5 percent ad valorem. It is scheduled to be
reduced to 21 percent ad valorem, effective January 1, 1972. The
changes in duty between 1930 and 1971 resulted in a total rate reduc-
tion of 52 percent.

Men's and boys' shirts of manmade fibers, not knit and not orna-
mented (item 380.84), were dutiable at the rate of L5 cents per pound
plus 65 percent ad valorem in the act of 1930. The rate was reduced
to 27.5 cents per pound plus 35 percent ad valorem in the first round
of GATT negotiations, effective January 1, 1948. Further reductions
were negotiated under the GATT to 25 cents per pound plus 32.5 per-
cent ad valorem, effective June 6, 1951, and to 25 cents per pound
plus 27.5 percent ad valorem, effective June 30, 1958. No further
reductions have been made in this rate of duty. The ad valorem
equivalent of the rate, based on imports in 1970, for this item was
80.6 percent in 1930, LL.5 percent in 1948, 41.1 percent in 1951, and
36.1 percent in 1958-T1.

The rate history since 1930 on men's and boys' shirts, knit, of
cotton, is similar to that on such shirts, not knit. The rate
history on knit shirts of manmade fibers is similar to that on such
shirts, not knit, up to June 6, 1951, when the rate became 25 cents

per pound plus 32.5 percent ad valorem. No further changes have been

made in this rate (table 6).
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U.S. Consumption

Woven fabrics of manmade fibers

The consumption of all broadwoven febrics of manmade fibers
(except glass) increased from 2.9 billion square yards, valued at
$0.8 billion, in 1961 to 7.1l billion square yards, valued at $1.8
billion, in 1969 (table 7). Consumption declined in 1970 to 6.6 bil-
lion square yards, valued at $1.6 billion, and is believed to be con-
tinuing to decline in 1971. The major increases in the consumption
during the 1961-69 period consisted of nylon filament fabrics,

Spun rayon and acetate fabrics, spun rayon and acetate blends with
cotton, polyester and cotton blends, polyester and rayon blends, and
filement/spun combinations of rayon and acetate. The declines in
1970 and 1971 are reflected in a reduction in demand in the United
States of almost all the principal types of fabriecs. It is esti-
mated; however, that the output of nylon fabrics and spun acetate

and rayon fabrics decreased to a larger extent than the polyester and
cotton and polyester and rayon blends. During the 1961-70 period,
the ratio of imports to consumption was less than 5 percent and
reached its maximum of 4.9 percent in 1966.

Data on domestic consumption of fabrics of polyester and cotton
blends similar to those produced by Birmingham are not available
because import and export statistics do not report such fabrics sepa-
rately. It is believed, however, that domestic consumption of poly-
ester and cotton blends increased consistently from 1964 to 1970, but

has declined in 1971.



Woven fabrics of cotton

The domestic consumption of cotton fabrics of the same range of
yarn numbers as the fabrics produced by Birmingham declined drasti-
cally from about 1 billion square yards in 1964 and 1965 to approxi-
mately a quarter of a billion square yards in 1970 (table 8). The
share of imports, however, increased greatly, from about 15 percent
of consumption in 1964 to 67 percent in 1970. It is not known how

many of these imports were shirting fabrics.

Men's and boys' shirts

Not knit.--U.S. consumption of men's and boys' shirts of woven
fabrics increased from 36.5 million dozen in 1960 to L43.4 million
dozen in 1966, declined to 40.9 million dozen in 1968, and then
increased to 43.6 million dozen in 1970. Imports accounted for 6
percent of consumption in 1960, 10 percent in 1965, 28 percent in
1970, and 31 percent in the first half of 1971 (table 9).

U. S. consumption of men's and boys' dress shirts increased from
12.6 million dozen in 1965 to 19.6 million dozen in 1970 (table 10).
U.S. imports accounted for 13 percent in 1965, 32 percent in 1970,
and 40 percent in January-June 1971.

In the past 3 years, U.S. shirt manufacturers have become more
style conscious, particularly with regard to men's dress shirts,
incorporating innovations in collar design and in colors and patterns
and promoting new ideas, such as the tapered look. This development

was ;nitiated by shirt manufacturers with nationally known brands.
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As a result, U.S. consumption of dress shirts increased more rapidly
between 1968 &and 1970 than in previous years.

Consumption of men's and boys' sport shirts has followed a
pattern different from that of dress shirts. Woven sport shirt con-
sumption declined from 25.7 million dozen in 1965 to 18.9 million
dozen in 1970. Some of this decline was caused by the increase in
knit sport-shirt consumption. Another reason for the decline has
been greater wearing of dress shirts as sport shirts. U.S. imports
increased their share of consumption from 10 percent in 1965 to 29
percent in 1970 and in the first half of 1971.

Woven fabrics wholly of cotton were the prirncipal ones used in
dress and sport shirts from 1930 fo about 1968. Wash-and-wear dress
and sport shirts of polyester and cotton, usually in chief weight of
polyester, increased their share of consumption in the 1955-65
period, but not until the advent of the permanent-press finish did
their growth increase rapidly; they have exceeded cotton shirts in
consumption in recent years.

Work shirt consumption increased from 4 million dozen in 1965
to 4.7 million dozen in 1968, then declined to 4.3 million in 1970
(table 10). The ratio of imports tc consumption has been small, and
was only U percent in 1970. Cotton fabrics are the principal ones
used in work shirts, although fabrics of polyester and cotton have

accounted for an increasing share of the total fabrics used.
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Knit.--Domestic consumption of knit shirts increased from 13
million dozen in 1965 to 19 million dozen in 1968 and was 16 mil-
lion dozen in 1970 (table ll). The production of knit sport shirts
increased irregularly over the period whereas the production of knit
dress shirts declined substantially. The ratio of imports to con-

su@ption was 13 percent in 1965 and 17 percent in 1970.

U.S. Production

Woven fabrics of manmade fibers

The U.S. production of all broadwoven fabrics of manmade fibers
(except‘glass) increased from 3.0 billion square yards, valued at
$0.9 billion, in 1961 to 7.0 billion square yards, valued at $1.8
billion, in 1969 (table T). It declined to 6.5 billion square yards,
valued at $1.6 billion, in 1970, and is expected to decline further
in 1971. The largest increases in production from 1961 to 1969 were
in polyester and cotton blends, nylon fabrics, spun rayon and/or
acetate and cotton blends, polyester and rayon blends, saran and
olefin filament fabrics, and combination filament and spun polyester
fabriés. In 1970, declines in the output of these same fabrics con-
tributed to the overall decrease in éroduction. The largest declines,
however, were in those fabrics containing rayon and nylon fibers.

The great bulk of the domestically produced broadwoven fabrics of
manmade fibers are shipped to other domestic companies which use the
fabrics for manufacture into apparel, household articles, and indus-

trial applications.
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Data on domestic production of the specific polyester and cotton
blends made by Birmingham are not available. The production of broad-
 woven polyester and cotton fabrics, wholly of noncontinuous fibers

' and in chief weight of polyester, increased from 0.6 billion square

| vards in 1964 to 2.8 billion square yards in 1970 (table 12). Con-

- sistent increases in production were recorded in polyester and cotton
”f;’bedshgeting, and except for 1966, also in polyester and cotton broad-
'li:clofh; Production of yarn-dyed polyester and cotton blends, which
25?#oﬁ;d;include types similar to the output of Birmingheam, declined
W£* §1igh#ly from 215 million square yards in 1966, the first year for

'ijhich.separate statistics were available, to 211 million square yards
L ;iﬁ 19§?, then increased to 281 million and 306 million square yards

':;in 1968 and 1969, respectively; in 1970 it declined to 281 million

square yards, about the same as in 1968.

Woven fabrics of cotton

The U.S. procuction of cotton fabrics of intermediate yarn num-
béfs,;which would include types similar to the blends woven by
ﬁirmiﬁgham, deglined substantially, from 859 million square yards in
‘r;196h to-about~95>milliop square yards in 1970 (table 8). The
";liﬁgreésiﬁg coh;umption éfvmanmade fibers in fabrics which formerly

"‘(*Qre wholly of cotton wés a large factor in causing this decline.
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Men's and boys' shirts

Not knit.--U.S. production of men's dress shirts of woven fabrics
increased from 6.5 million dozen in 1958 to 7.6 million dozen in 1961
and to 12.1 million dozen in 1970 (table 13). Production of men's
dress shirts of woven cotton fabrics increased from 6.1 million dozen
in 1958 to 8 miilion dozen in 1964, but then declined to 3.9 million
dozen in 1970. Prdduction of men's dress shirts of woven fabrics of
manmade fibers, chiefly of polyester and cotton blends, increased
from 391,000 dozen in 1958 to 8.2 million dozen ir 1970 and accounted
for nearly two-thirds of prcoduction in 1970 compared to only 6 percent
in 1958 and 16 percent in 1964. Improvements in the technology of the
permanent-press finish and its adaptability to pclyester and cotton
fabrics accounted in large part for the rapid rise in the production
of dress shirts of these fabrics since 196k,

The big three dress-shirt manufacturers--Cluett, Peabody and Co.
(Arrow Division), Manhattan Industries, and Phillips Van-Heusen Corp.,
account for at least LO percent of total domestic dress—shirt produc-
tion. Their dominance in the dress-shirt msrket enables them to lead
in product style changes, such as collar styles, tapered body, and
wide varieties of colors and patterns, and to be able to sell the
shirts in volume.

Domestic production of men's and boys' sport shirts of woven
fabrics increased steadily from 1945 to 1965, but has since declined

steadily. Production amounted to 20.7 million dozen in 1958,



A-12

23 million dozen in 1965, and 13.6 million dozen in 1970. The reasons
for the decline after 1965 were cited in the section on U.S., consump-
tion. As in dress shirts, U.S. production of sport shirts of woven
cotton fabrics has declined steadily, particularly since 196L, while
production of sport shirts of polyester and cotton and of other man-
made fibers has increased (table 13). In 1964, production of men's
and boys' sport shirts of fabrics of manmade fibers accounted for 12
percent of the total fabrics used, and in 1970 had increased to 56
percent of the total. The improvement in the permanent-press finish-
ing technique also contributed in large part to the increase in the
output of sport shirts of woven fabrics of manmade fibers.

No single producer or small group of producers accounts for a
large share of the production of sport shirts of woven fabrics. Con-
sequently, there are no style leaders, as in dress-shirt production.

U.S. production of work shirts of woven yarns has ranged from
about 3.7 million to 4.6 million dozen since 1958. Work shirts are
made mainly of cotton fabrics, but the production of those of poly-
ester and cotton fabrics has grown steadily, particularly since 1966.

Knit.--The production of knit men's and boys' shirts increased
irregularly between 1965 and 197<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>