




























of the ‘902 patent, may contain more than one “chamber,” and further may contain ink because 

the chambers contain ink. 

With respect to the specification of the ‘902 patent, the administrative law judge finds 

that said specification refers to “the housing of the ink cartridges.” Thus, describing Figures 6(a) 

and 6(b), the specification of the ‘902 patent states: 

The ink supply ports 44 and 54 are respectively formed in positions 
opposite to the ink supply needles 6 and 7 when the ink cartridges 
are respectively installed in the holder 4 at the bottom of the 
respective containers 41 and 5 1, and overhang portions 46,56 and 
56 for fitting in the respective projections 14 and 15 of the levers 
11 and 12 are integrated with the respective upper ends of the 
vertical walls 45 and 55 on the side of the ink supply ports. As 
shown in FIGS. 6(a) and 6(b), the overhang portions 46,56 
protrude from the housing of the ink cartridges 40.50, respectively, 
in a direction perpendicular to a plane of the circuit board 3 1. The 
overhang portion 46 of the black ink cartridge 40 is continuously 
formed from one end to the other end, the overhang portion 56 of 
the color ink cartridge 50 are individually formed so that they are 
located on both sides and, further, triangular ribs 47 and 57 are 
respectively formed between each lower surface and the wall 45 or 
55. A reference number 59 denotes a concave portion for 
preventing wrong insertion. 

(CX-8 at 4:37-54 (emphasis added).) Hence, the administrative law judge finds that the 

specification’s reference to “the housing of the ink cartridges” shows that a “housing” is not 

identical to an ink cartridge and that the “housing” is a part of the ink cartridge. Further, the 

language of the third limitation of asserted claim 1 of the ‘902 patent, as seen, supra, states: “a 

semiconductor storage device storing information about the ink disposed on said housing.” The 

plain language of said claimed phrase requires that an ink cartridge have a semiconductor storage 

122 


