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PREFACE

In November 1980, the U.S. International Trade Commission, under section
201 of the Trade Act of 1974, determined that certain motor vehicles and
certain chassis and bodies therefor were not being imported into the United
States in such increased quantities as to be a substantial cause of seriocus
injury, or threat thereof, to the domestic industry producing articles like or
directly competitive with the imported articles (inv. No. TA-201-44). 1In
December 1980, the Subcommittee on Trade, Committee on Ways and Means of the
U.S. House of Representatives, requested that the Commission provide it with
monthly data on U.S. automobile imports, sales, production, and prices. 1In
late December 1980, the Commission instituted inv. No. 332-121, U.S.
Automobile Industry Monthly Report on Sélected Economic Indicators. The
request by the Subcommittee on Trade of the House Committee on Ways and Means
for monthly data on the automobile industry was renewed four times between
1981-85, with the final request in 1985 (inv. No. 332-207) having no fixed
date for termination.

The report uses trade data compiled from official statistics of the U.S.
Department of Commerce. Sales, production, and certain price data are derived
from Automotive News. The U.S. Department of Labor provides employment and
consumer and producer price data, while gquarterly financial results for U.S.-

owned automakers are from various public sources.
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Table 1

New passenger automobiles: U.S. retail sales of domestic production, production,
inventory, days’ supply, and employment, by specified periods, December 1352-
November 1994

{In thousands of units; thousands of emplovees)

1883-384 18982-383
Oct. Nov. Dec. 1893- Nov. Dec. 18%2-
Item 18384 18384 Nov. 15894 18383 Nov. 1883
Retail sales of domes-
tic production....... 598 549 7,446 532 6,578
Productionm............. 533 547 6,934 561 5,952
INVeNntory. ............. 1,307 1,415 M 1,330 )
Days’ supply“.......... 57 64 M 62 M
Employment:
Total employees...... 903% 907° " 8245 )
Production workers... 7004 704° M 637°% h

T Not applicable.
Days’ supply is an average for each class size which is determined by the previous
month’s retail sales.
3 Employment data are for SIC 371 (motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment).
Data are for September 1994, revised.
> Data are for October 1994.
6 pata are for October 1993.

Source: Production, retail sales, days’ supply, and inventory, Automotive News; and
employment, U.S. Department of Labor. :

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown.



