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PREFACE 

This series of quarterly reports on the U.S. nonrubber footwear industry 
is published by the U.S. International Trade Commission pursuant to a request 
from the Senate Committee on Finance. In a letter received on August 10, 
1984, the Committee requested that the Commission institute an investigation 
under section 332 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1332) for the purpose 
of preparing and publishing quarterly reports on nonrubber footwear. In 
,response to this request, the Commission instituted investigation No. 332-191 
on August 28, 1984. 

The Committee requested the reports in order that it might monitor the 
condition of the industry on a quarterly basis. The Committee requested that 
the quarterly reports include data on (1) production and/or shipments, (2) 
imports, (3) exports, (4) apparent consumption, (5) market share, (6) 
employment, and (7) unemployment. In addition, the Committee requested that 
the Commission provide, on an annual basis, information on plant closings in 
the industry. The Commission publishes information on plant closings in the 
reports covering the fourth quarter of each year. 





HIGHLIGHTS 

U.S. production.--U.S.  output of nonrubber footwear declined for the 
fourth consecutive year in 1993 (table 1). Production decreased by less than 
1 percent from the 1992 level, the smallest decrease during the 4-year period. 
After showing year-over-year growth in the first half of 1993, production fell 
by 7 percent in the third quarter and by less than 1 percent in the fourth. 
By contrast, the value of U.S. producers' shipments of domestic nonrubber 
footwear increased by 15 -percent for all of 1993 to -a high of $4.1 billion. 

The U.S. industry continued to lose market share in 1993 in volume terms 
as its share dropped by 1 percentage point to 12 percent. In value terms, the 
U.S. industry gained some as its share rose to 29 percent in 1993 from 27 
percent in 1992. Employment in the U.S. industry continued its downward 
trend, dropping by 4 percent for the year to 61,500 persons. According to the 
Footwear Industries of America (FIA), eight U.S. plants closed and one plant 
opened during 1993. 

U.S. imports.--U.S. imports of nonrubber footwear exceeded the 1 billion 
pair level for the first time in 1993, when they totaled almost 1.1 billion 
pairs. They grew by 7 percent in the fourth quarter, bringing the total 
import gain for the year to 9 percent, the greatest annual growth in a number 
of years. As a result, imports supplied a record 88 percent of the domestic 
market for nonrubber footwear. 

Most of the increased imports continued to come from China, which for 
the first time supplied more than half the domestic market for nonrubber 
footwear. China's shipments in 1993 rose by 23 percent over the 1992 level to 
622 million pairs, representing 51 percent of apparent U.S. consumption of 
nonrubber footwear. China's dominance in the domestic market reflects its 
extremely low costs. Nonrubber footwear from China in 1993, on average, cost 
$6.23 a pair, or about one-half the average cost of $12.13 a pair from all 
other sources. 

Brazil was the only other major supplier to record double-digit growth 
in 1993, solidifying its ranking as the second largest supplier of nonrubber 
footwear. Its shipments that year advanced by 22 percent to 130 million 
pairs, or almost 11 percent of the domestic nonrubber footwear market. 
Brazilian footwear, mainly leather shoes, on average, cost $10.74 a pair. 

Indonesia remained the third largest volume supplier of nonrubber 
footwear, although the growth in its shipments slowed considerably in 1993. 
Following an increase of 132 percent between 1990 and 1992, imports from 
Indonesia grew by just under 10 percent in 1993 to 84 million pairs. The 
slowdown partly reflected sluggish U.S. demand for leather jogging shoes, 
which Indonesia ships in large quantities. 

Taiwan and Korea, once the major shoe suppliers, continued to experience 
substantial declines in their nonrubber footwear exports to the United States. 
Their combined shipments, having fallen in half between 1990 and 1992, were 
down by 43 percent in terms of volume to 83 million pairs, valued at almost 
$1.1 billion in 1993. Shoe producers in Taiwan and Korea, faced with rising 
operating costs and strong currencies, have been moving production offshore, 
especially to China and Indonesia. 
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1993 Plant Closings 

SW Ambassador Footwear 
Acme Boot Co. 
Haverhill Shoe Co. 
Brown Shoe 
Penn Footwear 
Duchess Footwear 
Evans-Hampden Shoe Corp. 
Anwelt Corp. 

Webster, MA 
Clarksville, TN 
Haverhill, MA 
Union City, TN 
Nanicoke, PA 
South Berwick, ME 
Hampden, ME 
Fitchburg, MA 

1993 Plant Openings 

Converse TX 

Source: Footwear Industries of America. 
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Table 1 
Nonrubber footwear: U.S. production/value of producers' shipments, imports for consumption, exports of domestic 
merchandise, apparent consumption, 1989-93 and by quarters, 1992-93 

Change from year-earlier periodl/ 

Ratio of 
Production/  Apparent  imports to  Production/  Apparent 

Period 
 

shipments2/ Imports Exports consumption consumption1/ shipments  Imports Exports consumption 

Quantity (million pairs) Percent 

1989   221.8 860.4 14.4 1,067.8 81 -6 -5 -8 -5 
1990   184.6 897.5 15.2 1,066.9 84 -17 4 5 -0 
1991   169.0 937.2 18.1 1,088.0 86 -8 4 19 2 
1992   164.9 974.2 21.4 1,117.7 87 -2 4 18 3 

1993 3/   163.8 1,065.3 20.7 1,208.3 88 -1 9 -3 8 
1992: 

Jan.-Mar   41.2 261.5 5.3 297.5 88 -14 0 18 -3 
Apr.-Jun   40.8 222.5 5.6 257.7 86 8 5 17 5 
Jul.-Sep   43.7 268.1 5.3 306.5 87 4 4 15 4 
Oct.-Dec   39.2 222.1 5.2 256.1 87 -5 -5 23 -5 

1993: 3/ 
Jan.-Mar   41.6 269.2 4.8 306.0 88 1 3 -10 3 

Apr.-Jun   42.5 261.9 5.4 294.9 88 4 18 -2 16 
Jut.-Sep   40.7 296.5 5.4 331.8 89 -7 11 2 8 
Oct.-Dec   39.0 237.8 5.1 271.6 88 -1 7 -3 6 

Value (million dollars) Percent 

1989   3,752.8 7,438.5 179.4 11,011.9 68 3 -2 -17 0 
1990   3,671.8 8,408.5 254.5 11,825.8 71 -2 13 42 7 
1991   3,521.4 8,311.9 305.6 11,527.7 72 -4 -1 20 -3 
1992   3,562.1 8,587.5 341.9 11,807.7 73 1 3 12 2 
1993 3/   4,101.8 9,256.2 330.8 13,027.2 71 15 8 -3 10 
1992: 
Jan.-Mar   788.8 2,044.1 78.7 2,754.2 74 -17 6 12 -1 
Apr.-Jun   814.0 1,970.0 83.2 2,700.9 73 5 3 8 5 
Jul.-Sep   949.0 2,510.6 94.9 3,364.6 75 3 5 16 6 
Oct.-Dec   1,010.3 2,062.9 85.1 2,988.0 69 16 0 11 6 

1993: 3/ 
Jan.-Mar   966.7 2,110.2 73.8 3,003.0 70 23 3 -6 9 
Apr.-Jun   964.1 2,262.8 82.0 3,144.9 72 18 15 -1 16 
Jul.-Sep   1,107.5 2,746.7 86.7 3,767.4 73 17 9 -9 12 
Oct.-Dec   1,063.6 2,136.6 88.2 3,111.9 69 5 4 4 4 

1/ Percentages based on unrounded data. 
2/ "Quantity" represents U.S. production, and "value" represents shipments of domestically manufactured footwear. 
3/ Preliminary. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to totals shown. 

Source: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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Table 2 
Employment in the U.S. nonrubber footwear industry, unemployment rate for the nonrubber footwear industry (SIC 314), 
Producer Price Index for footwear (BLS code 043), and Consumer Price Index for footwear of leather and nonleather, 

1989-93 and by quarters, 1992-93 

Period 

Employment 
Change from 
year-earlier period 

Unemployment 
ratel/ 

Producer 
Price 
Index 

Consumer 
Price 
Index Total  Production 

Total 
employment 

Production 
workers 

 1,000 workers   Percent (1982=100) (1982-1984=100) 

1989   77.3  65.9 -6 -6 9.9 120.8 114.4 

1990   73.9  62.7 -4 -5 8.0 125.6 117.4 

1991   67.3  56.6 -9 -10 12.3 128.6 120.9 

1992   63.8  53.2 -5 -6 12.8 132.0 125.0 

1993 2/   61.5  50.8 -4 -5 9.8 134.4 125.9 

1992: 
Jan.-Mar   63.6  53.2 -8 -8 11.4 131.3 123.6 

Apr.-Jun   64.2  53.9 -5 -5 17.0 131.6 124.7 

Jul.-Sep   64.3  53.3 -4 -6 11.7 132.5 126.0 

Oct.-Dec   63.2  52.5 -4 -4 10.2 132.7 125.4 

1993: 2/ 
Jan.-Mar   61.2  50.7 -4 -5 11.0 133.7 126.1 

Apr.-Jun   61.3  50.8 -5 -6 12.2 134.3 125.9 

Jul.-Sep   61.4  50.7 -5 -5 7.9 134.9 125.3 

Oct.-Dec   62.1  51.1 -5 -5 8.1 134.8 126.3 

1/ Data on quarterly unemployment rates are subject to considerable fluctuation because of the small sample used, an 
therefore should be used with caution. 

2/ Preliminary. 

Source: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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Table 3 
Nonrubber footwear, U.S. imports for consumption, by principal sources. 
Oct.-Dec. 1991-93, and annual 1991-93 

Percentage 
change. Percentage 
Oct. - change, 
Dec. 1993 1993 
from Oct. - from 

Oct.-Dec.-- 

na .................... . 
Brazil ..................22,713 
Italy ...................6,873 
Indonesia ..................15,022 
Republic of Korea ..................23,525 
Taiwan ..................23,419 
Spain ...................4,488 
Thailand ...................5,269 
Mexico ...................1,414 

2,864 Hong Kong ........  
United Kingdom ...  395 
India .................... 887 
Philippines ...................2,638 
Portugal .....................777 
Canada .................... 420 
France .....................220 
Germany .....................531 
Uruguay .....................171 
Colombia .................... 825 
Croatia .......................0 
All Other ........  

Total .................233, 
4,111  

CBI total .....................644 
European Union tot 13,373 

China ............  
Brazil ...........  
Italy ............  

Thailand .........  

Taiwan ...........  
Spain ............  

Republic of Korea  
Indonesia ........  

222,928 130,322 
325,785 195,676 
119,382 157.916 

54,907 65,257 
78,971 71,866 

Mexico 
..................

19,305 .......35,136 
Hong Kong 

..................
20,675 .......26,366 

United Kingdom 
..................

12,459 .......24,693 
India 

..................
14,051 ....... 13.921 

Philippines 
..................

12,315 .......11,406 
Portugal 

..................
15,056 .......16,480 

Canada 
...................

8,256 ........8,899 
France 

..................
12.305 .......11,070 

Germany 
..................

11,473 .......16,067 
Uruguay 

...................
2,646 ....... 4,446 

Colombia 
...................

7,466 ....... 4,862 
Croatia 

.......................
0 ........3,062 

All Other ...................7 0 
Total ................ • ... ,0 

CBI total ...................3,566 
European Union tot 320,401 

UnitYalue Isersprr) China ...................$5.51 ........$6.10 $6.42 $5.31 
Brazil ...................10.48 ........11.03 11.06 0.3 10.18 
Italy ...................27.30 25.09 22.03 - 12.2 
Indonesia...  ....................7.94 8.37 8.79 5.0 

23.39 
7.81 

13.84 Republic of Korea. 16.79 16.61 - 1.1 14.31 
Taiwan ...........  9.51 11.07 11.68 5.5 8.47 
Spain ...................17.59 .....................15.81 - 11.4 17.62 
Thailand ...................10.42 ........

17.84 
10.63 4.8 10.10 

Mexico ................... 13.65 ........20.36 
11.14 
17.52 - 13.9 

Hong Kong ....................7.21 8.44 8.63 2.3 
12.17 

29.32 United Kingdom ...................31.54 .....................30.34 3.5 28.36 
India ...................15.84 ........15.53 14.56 - 6.2 13.17 
Philippines ....................4.66 4.63 6.63 43.2 . 3.80 

19.52 20.19 19.09 Portugal ...................19.37 ................................ 3.4 
Canada ...................19.65 29.76   28.58 - 4.0 22.62 

2.7 50.35 France ...................55.93 52.46 53.90  
22.46 - 5.7 Germany ................................23.83 21.05 21.60 

14.3 Uruguay ................... 15.47 13.93 15.92 19.16 
Colombia ....................9.04 10.52 9.78 - 7.0 7.78 
Croatia ..................... .00 16.37 21.32 .00 

Total ........  
All Other ........  

11141-1 1  - ii 'a 
21:oe

---IrV111211121---------/HL=EB---11. European

SOURCE, Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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Table 4 
Rubber footwear: U.S. production, imports for consumption, exports of domestic merchandise, and apparent consumption, 
1989-93 and by quarters, 1992-93 

Change from year-earlier periodl/ 

Ratio of 
Apparent  imports to  Apparent 

Period 
 

Production Imports Exports consumption consumption1/ Production Imports Exports consumption 

Quantity (million pairs)  Percent 

Fabric-upper 
footwear with 
rubber or 
plastic soles: 

1989   76.8 190.1 10.0 256.9 74 0 21 1013 10 
1990   89.7 199.2 8.7 280.3 71 17 5 -13 9 
1991   97.5 213.4 9.7 301.2 71 9 7 11 7 
1992   94.8 257.0 9.5 342.2 75 -3 20 -2 14 
1993 2/   66.4 260.0 9.2 317.2 82 -30 1 -3 -7 
1992: 

Jan.-Mar   31.2 85.5 2.8 113.9 75 36 38 9 38 
Apr.-Jun   27.6 72.9 2.3 98.1 74 6 29 -22 23 
Jul.-Sep   16.0 45.2 1.9 59.3 76 -29 4 3 -7 
Oct.-Dec   20.0 53.4 2.5 70.9 75 -23 3 7 -6 

1993: 2/ 
Jan.-Mar   22.5 89.4 2.8 109.1 82 -28 4 -2 -4 
Apr.-Jun   18.1 71.3 2.2 87.3 82 -34 -2 -6 -11 
Jul.-Sep   12.2 48.8 2.1 58.9 83 -24 8 8 -1 
Oct.-Dec   13.6 50.5 2.2 61.9 82 -32 -5 -11 -13 

Quantity (million pairs) Percent 

Protective 
footwear: 

1989   14.1 8.2 0.6 21.6 38 2 -8 -10 -2 
1990   16.0 8.7 0.8 23.9 37 13 7 24 11 
1991   15.6 8.0 0.9 22.7 35 -2 -8 17 -5 
1992   16.1 7.7 0.8 23.1 34 3 -3 -16 2 
1993 2/   18.1 9.7 0.7 27.0 36 12 25 -2 17 
1992: 
Jan.-Mar   4.2 1.3 0.2 5.3 25 12 6 -24 13 
Apr.-Jun   4.5 2.2 0.2 6.5 33 11 13 -30 13 
Jul.-Sep   3.6 2.5 0.2 5.9 42 4 -11 25 -3 
Oct.-Dec   3.8 1.8 0.2 5.4 33 -13 -13 -13 -13 

1993: 2/ 
Jan.-Mar   4.1 1.5 0.2 5.5 28 -3 16 -34 3 
Apr.-Jun   4.9 2.0 0.2 6.8 30 10 -7 9 4 
Jul.-Sep   4.3 3.2 0.2 7.3 44 19 30 43 23 
Oct.-Dec   4.7 3.0 0.2 7.5 39 25 65 -8 39 

1/ Percentages based on unrounded data. 
2/ Preliminary. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to totals shown. 

Source: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
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Table 5 
Fabric upper footwear with rubber or plastic soles. U.S. imports for consumption, 
by principal sources, Oct.-Dec. 1991-93, and annual 1991-93 

Oct.-Dec.-- Percentage 
change, 
Oct. - 
Dec. 1993 
from Oct. -
De 

Percentage 
change, 
1993 
from 
9 • 

ISs 0 •a 
• na ............  .9 ,o ,9 6, 8. 
Republic of Korea. 7,761 7,975 4,542 - 43.0 29,686 32,519 23,339 - 28.2 
Taiwan ...........  2,645 1,812 1,357 - 25.1 12,784 9,555 7,390 - 22.7 
Indonesia ........  1,378 2,361 1,841 - 22.0 4,381 8,875 10,821 21.9 
Thailand .........  1,950 2,400 1,727 - 28.0 7,661 10,023 10,036 0.1 
Mexico ...........  4,915 4,938 4,362 - 11.7 17,518 19,477 18,717 - 3.9 
Dominican Republic . 164 1,263 1,584 25.4 566 2,953 4,495 52.2 
Hong Kong ........  1,241 1,200 547 - 54.4 5,873 6,372 2,522 - 60.4 
Philippines ......  239 410 368 - 10.2 857 1,442 3,015 109.1 
Italy ............  26 18 63 250.0 124 143 221 54.5 
Israel ...........  80 101 135 33.7 539 726 781 7.6 
Spain ............  25 18 66 266.7 98 116 243 109.5 
France ...........  13 4 .19 375.0 60 50 79 58.0 
Canada ...........  50 .45 93 106.7 126 122 258 111.5 
Germany ..........  1 24 26 8.3 21 235 82 .- 65.1 
Malaysia .........  • 58 45 66 46.7 136 279 249 - 10.8 
Austria ..........  1 0 10 0.0 4 5 12 140.0 
Croatia ..........  8 0.0 0 8 16 100.0 
Brazil ...........  132 168 62 - 63.1 355 769 794 3.3 
Monserrat ........  0 0 46 0.0 0 0 46 0.0 
All Other ........  - 31.3 596 327 591 80 7 

Total ........  51.11? 53.1)". 50,418 - 5.4 213,394 256,978 259,984 1.2 
CBI total ........  164 1,263 1,636 29.5 571 2,955 4,555 54.1 
European Union tot 73 74 186 151.4 331 580 680 17.2 

na ............  , 04 9. 
Republic of Korea. 80,564 113,162 77,300 - 31.7 312,708 415,935 382,642 8.0 
Taiwan ...........  26,211 26,375 24,176 - 8.3 111,708 111,623 117,338 5.1 
Indonesia ........  6,216 18,691 20,663 10.6 15,542 55,095 106,467 93.2 

• Thailand .........  6,964 8,683 14,169 63.2 29,394 37,358 57,137 52.9 
Mexico ...........  9,636 8,657 9,501 9.7 32,953 35,006 36,974 5.6 
Dominican Republic 264 2,976 3,030 1.8 699 7,165 8,478 18.3 
Hong Kong ........  1.903 3,155 2,836 - 10.1 7,907 10,908 11,302 3.6 
Philippines ......  818 1,571 1.560 - 0.7 3,070 5,684 10,289 81.0 
Italy ............  462 629 1,482 135.6 2,046 3,270 5,597 71.2 
Israel ...........  521 480 999 108.1 2,632 3,327 4,754 42.9 
Spain ............  170 243 817 236.2 634 955 2,362 147.3 
France  - 175 202 706 249.5 1,208 1,177 2,636 124.0 
Canada ...........  458 377 586 55.4 1,034 1,090 1,534 40.7 
Germany ..........  63 428 575 34.3 412 1,018 1,857 82.4 
Malaysia .........  251 256 436 70.3 604 1,211 1,804 49.0 
Austria ..........  65 0 205 0.0 165 324 343 5.9 
Croatia ..........  0 189 154 - 18.5 0 189 325 72.0 
Brazil ...........  221 528 134 - 74.6 695 1,841 2,087 13.4 
Monserrat ........  0 0 128 0.0 0 0 128 0.0 
All Other ........  591 80 691 - 21.9 4,058 2,454 ,603 46.8 

Total ........  188.012 270,684 268.064 - 1.0 740,325----1W24,039 1.275,977 24.6 
CBI total ........  268 2.976 3.175 6.7 719 7,176 8,667 20.8 
European Union tot 932 1,651 3.688 123.4 4.557 6,987 12,900 84.6 

4.1776_______12771______Ilniblz  (•er •al Ulna ..................  17.9 . • 2.0 
Republic of Korea. 10.38 14.18 17.01 20.0 10.53 12.79 16.39 28.1 
Taiwan ...........  9.90 14.55 17.81 22.4 8.73 11.68 15.87 35.9 
Indonesia ........  4.51 7.91 11.22 41.8 3.54 6.20 9.83 58.5 
Thailand .........  3.57 3.61 8.20 127.1 3.83 3.72 5.69 53.0 
Mexico ...........  1.96 1.75 2.17 24.0 1.88 1.79 1.97 10.1 
Dominican Republic 1.60 2.35 1.91 - 18.7 1.23 2.42 1.88 - 22.3 
Hong Kong ........  1.53 2.62 5.18 97.7 1.34 1.71 4.48 162.0 
Philippines ......  3.42 3.83 4.23 10.4 3.58 3.94 3.41 - 13.5 
Italy ............  17.76 34.94 23.52 32.7 16.50 22.86 25.32 10.8 
Israel 6.51 4.75 7.40 55.8 4.88 4.58 6.08 32.8 
Spain ............  6.80 13.50 12.37 - 8.4 6.46 8.23 9.72 18.1 
France ...........  13.46 50.50 37.15 - 26.4 20.13 23.54 33.36 41.7 
Canada ...........  9.16 8.37 6.30 - 24.7 8.20 8.93 5.94 - 33.5 
Germany ..........  63.00 17.83 22.11 24.0 19.61 4.33 22.64 422.9 
Malaysia .........  4.32 5.68 6.60 16.2 4.44 4.34 7.24 66.8 
Austria ..........  65.00 .00 20.50 0.0 41.25 64.80 28.58 55.9 
Croatia ..........  .00 23.62 19.25 - 18.5 .00 23.62 20.31 - 14.0 
Brazil ...........  1.67 3.14 2.16 - 31.2 1.95 2.39 2.62 9.6 
Monserrat ........  .00 .00 2.78 0.0 .00 .00 2.78 0.0 
All Other ........  

ill . 1:8;---------til 13.7 
4.7 

6.80 
3.46 

7.50  
3.98 

6.09 
4.90 

- 10.8 
23.1 Total ........  

CBI total ........  1.63 2.35 1.94 - 17.4 1.25 2.42 1.90 - 21.5 
European Union tot 12.76 22.31 19.82 - 11.2 13.76 12.04 18.97 57.6 

SOURCE. Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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