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Preface

The material presented in this report provides information on U.S.
factory sales, imports, exports, apparent consumption, retail sales,
manufacturers' suggested retail list prices, registrations, and bilateral
trade balances for new passenger automobiles in the period 1964-80. Most of
the vehicles covered in this report are of the type known as regular family
cars. Not included are vehicles with seating space for more than 10 persons,
motorcycles, used passenger automobiles, trucks, vans, special-purpose motor
vehicles, or off-the-highway vehicles such as golf cars, snowmobiles, or
all-terrain vehicles. Unless otherwise indicated, annual data are for the
calendar year, and dollar amounts are in U.S. dollars, unad justed for
inflation.

Virtually all of the material in this report was obtained from Ward's

Automotive Yearbooks, Automotive News, the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers'

Association, and calculations made by the Commission's staff on the basis of
materials obtained from these sources.

Some of the material is derived from the United States International
Trade Commission's annual report on U.S. foreign trade and trade balances
(primary trade with Canada) for new passenger automobiles, trucks, buses,
snowmobiles, other motor vehicles, and motor-vehicle parts. The most recent

such annual report was released by the Commission in August 1981 and was

entitled Automotive Trade Statistics, 1964-80: U.S. Factory Sales, Imports,

Exports, Apparent Consumption and Trade Balances with Canada and All Other

Countries.
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Overview

Highlights

During 1980, compared with 1979--
o APPARENT CONSUMPTION of automobiles, based on U.S. factory sales,
declined 16 percent to 8.9 million units (table 1). Based on
U.S. retail sales to the consumer, apparent consumption declined
15 percent (table 5).

o U.S. FACTORY SALES decreased by 24 percent to 6.4 million units
(table 1).

o U.S. RETAIL SALES of domestic automobiles (including automobiles

imported from Canada under APTA) declined 20 percent to 6.6
million units (table 5).

o U.S. IMPORTS of automobiles from all sources increased 4 percent
to 3.1 million units, amounting to 35 percent of total U.S.
consumption, compared with 28 percent in 1979 (table 1).

o U.S. EXPORTS of automobiles declined to 612,723 units, or 22
percent (table 1).

o U.S. TRADE BALANCE with all countries registered a deficit of 2.5

million units, valued at $12.8 billion, in 1980 compared to 2.2
million units, valued at $10.2 billion,in 1979 (table 52).

Summary

U.S. factory sales of automobiles decreased from 8.4 million units
produced in 1979 to 6.4 million units produced in 1980, or a decline of almost
2 million units (24 percent). Imports from all sources increased slightly,
advancing from 3.0 million units in 1979 to 3.1 million units in 1980, while
exporﬁs declined from 781,619 units posted in 1979 to 612,723 in 1980. Thus,
apparent U.S. consumption declined from 10.6 million units in 1979 to 8.9
million units in 1980, resulting in an increase in import penetration from 28.2
percent in 1979 to 35.0 percent in 1980.

Retall sales.——Retail sales to the consumer of domestic autos, which

include automobiles built in Canada and imported into the United States under
the provisions of the U.S./Canadian Automotive Agreement, declined from 8.2

million in 1979 to 6.6 million in 1980, or 20 percent. Sales of imported auto-



mobiles, however, remained relatively stable from 1979 to 1980, increasing
only 58,288 units, or 3 percent. However, because of the substantial drop in
sales of U.S./Canadian produced automobiles, the import penetration ratio of
import retail sales to total U.S. retail sales increased from 21.9 percent in
1979 to 26.4 percent in 1980. (It should be noted that retail sales and
penetration ratios include Canadian automobiles with U.S.-produced
automobiles, while automobiles from all other countries are classified as
imported products.)

U.S. imports.~—-The United States imported 3.1 million automobiles, valued

at $16.7 billion, in 1980 compared with 3.0 million units, valued at $14.9
billion, in 1979. 1In 1980, almost 2 million of these automobiles originated
from Japan (valued at $8.2 billion). The second and third largest suppliers
in 1980 were Canada and West Germany, totalling 594,770 units (valued at $3.8
billion) and 338,711 units (valued at $3.3 billion), respectively. The five
remaining principal sources of imported automobiles in 1980 were Italy,
Sweden, the United Kingdom, France, and Finland, which, accounted for 189,525
units (valued at $1.4 billion).

U.S. exports.--U.S. exports of automobiles to all countries declined from

781,619 units (valued at $4.6 billion) in 1979, to 612,723 units (valued at
$3.9 billion) in 1980. The largest market in 1979-80 continued to be Canada,
which accounted for 594,420 units (valued at $3.3 billion) and 507,413 units
(valued at $3.0 billion), respectively. 1980 was the first year since 1970
that the value of automobile exports dropped from the previous year.

U.S. trade balance.--The United States experienced a net trade deficit of

2.5 million units, valued at $12.8 billion, in 1980. This deficit represents
a 279,821 unit increase of $2.5 billion from the 1979 figure of 2.2 million
units valued at $10.2 billion. There has not been a trade surplus, in value,

in automobiles since 1956 when a surplus of $206 million was registered.



SECTION I

U.S. FACTORY SALES, U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION, U.S. EXPORTS OF DOMESTIC
MERCHANDISE, AND APPARENT U.S. CONSUMPTION OF NEW PASSENGER AUTOMOBILES,
USING OFFICIAL STATISTICS OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE FOR U.S.
IMPORTS AND U.S. EXPORTS (TABLES 1-4)



Table 1.--New passenger automobiles:

U.S. factory sales, imports for consump—
tion, exports of domestic merchandise, and apparent consumption, 1947-8§0

: Ratio (percent)

: u.s. U.s. U.s. Apparent of imports
Year . factory imports exports u.s. : to apparent
sales consumption °
¢ consumption
Quantity (In units)
1947 -——=—~- : 3,558,178 : 1,453 : 266,795 : 3,292,836 : 0.04
1948---=~---: 3,909,270 : 28,047 : 217,911 : 3,719,406 : .75
1949-————-- ¢ 5,119,466 : 7,543 : 140,211 : 4,986,798 : .15
1950-~===-—-~ : 6,665,863 : 21,287 : 120,285 : 6,566,865 : .32
1951--—-----: 5,338,435 : 23,697 : 216,973 : 5,145,159 : .46
1952-=~==== : 4,320,794 33,312 : 141,026 : 4,213,080 : .79
1953--=~=—- : 6,116,948 : 27,121 : 154,459 5,989,610 : 45
1954—====~- : 5,558,897 : 34,554 : 173,312 : 5,420,139 : - .64
1955—===~—- : 7,920,186 : 57,115 : 211,614 : 7,765,687 : 74
1956——=-——- : 5,816,109 : 107,675 : 174,895 : 5,748,889 : 1.87
1957-—===—~ : 6,113,344 259,434 141,969 : 6,230,809 : 4.16
1958--—=——- ¢ 4,257,812 433,921 121,751 : 4,569,982 : 9.50
1959--——-—- : 5,591,243 668,070 : 104,384 6,154,929 : 10.85
1960~-==--——=: 6,674,796 : 444,622 117,126 : 7,002,292 6.35
1961-------: 5,542,707 : 279,436 : 104,453 : 5,717,690 : 4,89
1962=====—~ : 6,933,240 : 375,715 : 126,969 : 7,181,986 : 5.23
1963-—-----: 7,637,728 : 408,805 : 144,493 7,902,040 : 5.17
1964—--————- : 7,751,822 536,725 : 181,657 : 8,106,890 : 6.62
1965-==———- : 9,305,561 : 563,673 : 106,079 : 9,763,155 : 5.77
1966—-——--——-: 8,598,326 : 899,895 : 177,703 : 9,320,518 : 9.65
1967-====—- : 7,436,764 1,020,618 : 280,601 : 8,176,781 : 12.48
1968-~-—-—--: 8,822,158 : 1,620,452 : 330,467 : 10,112,143 : 16.02
1969-—=———~ : 8,223,715 : 1,846,717 : 333,484 9,736,948 : 18.97
1970-====—= : 6,546,817 : 2,013,420 : 285,302 : 8,274,935 : 24,33
1971--————- : 8,584,592 : 2,587,651 : 386,651 : 10,785,425 : 23.99
1972-------: 8,823,938 : 2,485,901 : 410,670 : 10,899,169 : 22.81
1973-====~~ : 9,675,647 2,437,345 509,194 : 11,585,798 : 21.04
1974--~----: 7,331,256 : 2,572,557 : 600,902 : 9,302,911 : 27.65
1975~=-==~-~-~ : 6,712,852 ¢ 2,074,653 : 642,028 : 8,145,477 25.47
1976~-——-——-~ : 8,497,603 2,536,749 : 680,666 : 10,353,686 : 24.5
1977-——-~-—- : 9,198,956 : 2,790,144 697,925 : 11,291,175 24.7
1978~====== : 9,165,190 : 1/ 3,024,982 : 685,194 : 1/ 11,504,978 : 1/ 26.3
1979======~ : 8,419,226 : 3,005,523 : 781,619 : 10,643,130 : 28.2
1980--——---: 6,399,840 : 3,116,448 612,723 8,903,565 : 35.0
‘ Value (In thousands of dollars)
1947-------: 3,936,017 : 1,742 335,331 : 3,602,428 : 0.05
1948-—===—= : 4,870,423 : 29,654 : 281,024 : 4,619,053 : .64
1949-—————- : 6,650,857 : 8,624 205,074 : 6,454,407 : .13
1950~=—=—=m+ 179,325 : +25

: 8,468,137 :

20,511 :

8,309,323 :



Table l.--New passenger automobiles: U.S. factory sales, imports for consumption,
exports of domestic merchandise, and apparent consumption, 1947-80--Continued

: Ratio (percent)

Year : faggg;y v.S. u.s. Apg?gfnt of imports
: imports exports : to apparent
sales consumption
¢ consumption
Value (In thousands of dollars)--Continued
1951 -———----: 7,241,275 : 26,389 : 340,032 : 6,927,632 : .38
1952-~------: 6,455,114 : 44,734 . 243,976 : 6,255,872 : .72
1953-—=—=--; 9,002,580 : 42,058 : 276,020 : 8,768,618 : .48
1954=======; 8,218,094 : 44,897 . 300,862 : 7,962,129 : .56
1955=~===-=: 12,452,871 : 69,242 380,642 : 12,141,471 .57
1956———==--: 9,754,971 : 126,530 : 332,809 : 9,548,692 : 1.33
1957------- : 11,198,379 : 301,388 : 299,424 11,200,343 : 2.69
1958-—-——--: 8,010,366 : 486,983 : 258,325 8,239,024 : 5.91
1959-=-=---: 10,534,421 : 734,917 : 220,173 : 11,049,165 : 6.65
1960-===—-~: 12,164,234 : 513,659 : 234,842 12,443,051 : 4.13
1961-——~-~~ : 10,285,777 : 306,550 : 215,054 : 10,377,273 : 2.95
1962-——=——- : 13,071,709 : 421,351 : 245,382 : 13,247,678 : 3.18
1963=======: 14,427,077 : 444,961 266,501 : 14,605,537 : 3.05
1964-——--—- : 14,836,822 : 578,992 : 314,909 : 15,100,905 : 3.83
1965-------: 18,380,036 : 657,239 : 257,295 18,779,980 : 3.50
1966————-—- : 17,554,326 : 1,230,937 : 421,913 : 18,363,350 : 6.70
1967-———-—- : 15,653,436 : 1,694,959 : 647,837 : 16,700,558 : 10.15
1968--———-- : 19,352,035 : 2,781,845 : 820,810 : 21,313,070 : 13.05
1969-~-——--- : 18,751,176 : 3,355,386 : 864,379 : 21,242,183 : 15.80
1970-————-- : 14,630,217 : 3,719,388 : 739,886 : 17,609,719 : 21.12
1971~------: 21,409,824 : 5,133,743 : 1,070,049 : 25,473,518 : 20.15
1972———--—- : 23,133,051 : 5,704,447 : 1,199,394 : 27,638,104 : 20.64
1973=-==-~---: 26,239,996 : 6,479,401 : 1,627,000 : 31,092,397 : 20.84
1974=====—- : 21,653,036 : 7,544,411 ¢ 2,116,230 : 27,081,217 : 27.86
1975----—-- : 23,400,000 : 7,483,199 : 2,632,959 : 28,250,240 : 26.49
1976—-————--: 2/ 9,399,494 : 3,010,320 : 3/ 3/
1977--——=—-; 2/ 11,076,745 : 3,401,778 : 3/ 3/
1978-—==—=-: 2/ 14,071,527 : 3,573,193 : 3/ 3/
1979---—~=-: 2/ 14,851,713 : 4,611,338 : 3/ 3/
1980-====~~: 2/ 3/ 3/

16,675,187 :

3,919,374 :

1/ Revised.

27 Data no longer published by Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association, Inc.

3/ Not available.

Source: Factory sales compiled from data published by the Motor Vehicle
Manufacturers Association of the United States, Inc., except as noted; import and
export data compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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SECTION II

U.S. RETAIL NEW CAR SALES OF U.S.-MADE AND IMPORTED PASSENGER
AUTOMOBILES, BY COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN (TABLES 5-8)
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Table 6.--New passenger automobiles:

from the 8 principal sources, by countries, 1964-80

U.S. retail new car sales, by dealers, of imports

(In units)
] : : ¢ West Germany : ' United ° : :
Period : Canada 1/: Japan and Italy : ¢ Sweden : France : Total
— Kingdom
: : Belgium : : . .

1964 ———=: 12,159 8,533 : 303,093 : 10,090 : 70,778 : 22,517 : 33,536 : 460,706
1965-~—- 33,088 18,067 : 349,921 : 9,674 : 70,959 : 23,577 : 29,539 : 534,825
1966—~—-: 161,068 : 38,460 : 426,605 : 10,813 : 71,523 : 31,954 : 29,432 : 769,855
1967----: 326,139 : 69,288 : 482,854 : 17,746 : 81,903 : 45,167 : 32,458 : 1,055,555
1968----: 480,254 : 112,606 : 640,361 : 31,596 : 93,989 : 50,481 : 31,064 : 1,440,351
1969--~-: 676,765 : 190,539 : 631,045 : 45,611 : 98,765 : 47,045 : 31,472 : 1,721,242
1970—--: 681,872 : 312,649 : 734,237 : 39,512 : 86,035 : 55,634 : 32,972 : 1,942,911
1971-———: 779,769 : 552,183 : 756,051 : 47,436 : 94,395 : 61,565 : 28,984 : 2,320,383
1972-~—~: 836,630 : 515,010 : 753,640 : 62,197 : 75,565 : 65,364 : 19,805 : 2,428,211
1973-~~-: 862,407 : 742,079 : 783,553 : 62,873 : 72,755 : 77,779 : 14,455 : 2,615,901
1974 ——~~: 802,371 : 597,377 : 594,351 : 74,980 : 58,729 : 66,468 : 17,042 : 2,211,318
1975---~: 713,407 : 816,784 : 490,694 : 107,390 : 74,277 : 72,950 : 17,630 : 2,293,132
1976~~--: 808,788 : 937,643 : 354,576 : 71,622 : 65,164 : 53,742 : 16,316 : 2,307,851
1977 ====: 831,994 : 1,387,598 : 455,258 : 74,484 : 70,105 : 59,014 : 22,717 : 2,901,170
1978~~-~: 764,835 : 1,336,738 : 432,479 : 69,383 : 47,885 : 65,583 : 24,448 : 2,741,351
1979-——-: 582,386 : 1,749,307 : 346,999 : 65,203 : 42,504 : 71,006 : 29,420 : 2,886,825
1980-=--: 539,239 : 1,881,631 : 300,849 : 42,921 : 30,010 : 69,942 : 37,374 : 2,901,966

1/ Compiled from data published by the Motor Vehicle Manufacturers' Association (USA) on

the destination of factory shipments from Canadian plants.

Source:

Compiled from data reported in Ward's Automotive Yearbooks, except as noted.

Note.--Data for West Germany and Belgium are combined since both countries produced Opels
Although Belgium has produced
Saabs and Volvos for export to the United States and although Canada also produces Volvos for

for export to the United States during the 1964~76 period.

export to the United States, for the purpose of this table all Saabs and Volvos are

considered to be Swedish. Small quantities of the Volkswagen Thing were produced in Mexico

for export to the United States during the 1972-76 period; for the purpose of this table,
however, the Thing is considered to be West <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>