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Highlights

Third quarter 1980 U.S. production of color television receilvers was
2,5 million sets, which was 18 percent greater than production in the
corresponding quarter of 1979, but 239,000 fewer sets than in the second quarter
of 1980. Exports of U.S.-made color sets amounted to 246,000 sets in the
third quarter of 1980.

Ending September 1980, total inventories of U.S. producers were 10.3 per-
cent higher than September 1979 levels. Inventories of all screen-size
categories ranged from a 6.5-percent decrease in the category of 20 inches and
over/to a 34.5-percent increase in the 18- and 19-inch screen-size category.

U.S. producers' shipments increased by 9.8 percent in the third quarter
of 1980 compared with shipments in the corresponding 1979 period. Shipments
of sets 20 inches and over remained .constant, while shipmgnts in the 18- and 19-inch
screen-size category increased by 14.0 percent and those in the 17-inch-and-
under category increased by 14.9 percent.

The number of all persons and of production and related workers employed
by U.S. producers declined by 6.8 and 5.7 percent, respectively, in the third

~quarter of 1980, compared with the third quarter of 1979.

Average gnit net selling prices rose for all screen sizes except the
category of 14 through 17 inches. 1In the third quarter of 1980, as compared with
the corresponding 1979 quarter, average quarterly prices in the 13-inch
category increased by $11.00 (4.9 percent), in the category of 18- and 19-inches
by $12.67 (4.2 percent), and in the 20 inches and over category by $31.95
(6.8 percent). Average quarterly prices in the ‘category of 14 through 17 inches

decreased by $10.01 (3.2 percent).






Capsulized Trend Analysis

U.S. production

U.S. production of color television receivers in the third quarter of 1980
was 2.5 million sets, 18 percent higher than production in the third quarter of
1979 and 20 percent higher than in the third quarter of 1978. Compared with
the third quarter of 1979, production was higher in the categories of
17 inches and under and 18 and 19 inches, but somewhat lower for sets in the
category of 20 inches and over. The share of production contributed by each
of the three major screen-size categories changed minimally from the second

quarter of 1980 to the third quarter of 1980.

U.S. producers' inventories

U.S. produceré' inventories of color television receivers at the end of
September 1980 were 721,651 units, 10.3 percent higher than the number in
September 1979. Quarterly average inventories for the third quarter 1980 were

8.3 percent higher than inventories in the third quarter of 1979 and 8.1

percent higher than those in the third quarter of 1978. Stocks of sets

17 inches and under decreased by an average of 6.6 percent, compared with

the levels in the third quarter of 1979. 1In the category of 18 and 19 inches,
average inventories increased by 25.6 percent, and in screen sizes of 20 inches
and over, average inventories decreased by 4.3 percent, compared with third
quarter 1979 levels. Compared with the inventories of the third quarter 1978,
current average quarterly inventories for screen-size categories 17 inches

and under were 11.2 percent lower; for 18 and 19 inches, 36.7 percent higher;

and for 20 inches and over, 10.6 perceﬁt lower.






U.S. producers' shipments

U.S. producers' shipments of color television receivers in the third
quarter of 1980 were slightly more than those in the second quarter. However,
in the third quarter of 1980, shipments amounted to' 2,5 million sets, 9.8 per-
cent higher than those in the third quarter of 1979 and 16.1 percent higher than
shipments in the thifd quarter of 1978. Compared with the third quarter of 1979,
current shipments rose in all categories. Total shipments recorded a greater
increase over shipments in 1979 than that recorded between the corresponding

periods of 1979 and 1978 (9.8 percent and 5.8 percent, respectively).

U.S. producers' exports

U.S. producersf exports of color television receivers have been steadily
increasing for the past few years and are published for the first time in this
quarterly report. Such exports amounted to 246,000 sets during the third
quarter of 1980. The category of 18 and 19 inches accounted for 133,000 sets,

or 54.3 percent of total exports.

U.S. employment

Employment in U.S. producers' establishments maintained the slow, general
decline in both production and related workers and in managerial employees.
The average number of production and related workers employed during the third
quarter of 1980 was 21,786 persons, down 5.7 percent from 23,094 persons in the
corresponding period of 1979. The average number of all workers was 24,946,
down from 26,780 in the third quarter of 1979. Also, the number of man-hours
worked by production and related workers was 10.8 million in the third quarter

of 1980, down from 11.6 million in the corresponding period of 1979. This



continuing decrease in employment and man-hours worked is believed to be the
result of increasing imports of major subassemblies and the increasing use of

integrated circuits in color television receivers, both of which reduce the

amount of assembly labor required.

Prices

Average unit net selling prices were higﬁer for three of the four major
screen-size categories during the third quarter of 1980, compared with those
in the corresponding quarter of 1979. The average prices of the 13-inch size
increased by $11.00 (4.9 percent), those of the l4- through 17-inch sizes
decreased by $10.01 (3.2 percent), those of the 18- and 19-inch sizes increased
by $12.67 (4.2 percent), and those of the 20 inch and overbsizes by $31.95
(6.8 percent). These increases are well under the inflation‘rate as measured by

the Consumer Price Index.

All screen sizes except the category of 14 through 17 inches showed
increased average quarterly prices in the third quarter of 1980 as compared
with the second quarter. The 13-inch size increased by $1.27, the 18- and
19-inch sizes by $6.67, and the 20 inches and over sizes by $1.90. The

category of 14 through 17 inches decreased by $18.06.



