Call For Participants

APEC Capacity-Building Workshop on Quantitative Methods for Assessing NTMs and
Trade Facilitation

October 8-10, 2003
Bangkok, Thailand

Australia and the United States, with support from the APEC Trade and Investment
Liberalization Fund, are sponsoring a workshop in quantitative methods for assessing non-
tariff measures (NTMs) and trade facilitation, to be held in Bangkok, Thailand, on October 8-
10, 2003. The workshop will be organized by staff from the Australian Productivity
Commission and the U.S. International Trade Commission.

The workshop is designed to build on the momentum achieved by research organizations in
the Asia-Pacific region in improving techniques for the quantitative assessment of trade
policies other than tariffs. The workshop will serve as a catalyst to advance the state of the art
in these techniques, will facilitate dissemination of techniques already available more widely
in the Asia-Pacific region, and will promote people-to-people contact among trade policy
analysts in governmental and non-governmental research organizations. This activity is part
of APEC’s continuing capacity building efforts in support of trade policymaking in the
developing economies of the Asia-Pacific region, including more effective participation in
regional and multilateral activities.

The workshop makes provisions both for formal presentations by experts, and for an ‘open-
house’ session providing participants with hands-on access to tools and databases for the
purpose of analyzing NTMs and related topics. We hope that this two-pronged approach will
maximize the opportunity for network building and technology transfer between the experts
and developing economy participants, as well as provide a catalyst for furthering the state of
the art in this area of analysis. The workshop is supported by an Advisory Board of
distinguished trade policy experts from a variety of institutions worldwide.

Advisory Board:

Bijit Bora, World Trade Organization Secretariat

Christopher Findlay, Australian National University

Will Martin, World Bank

Marcus Noland, International Food Policy Research Institute and Institute for
International Economics

Robert Scollay, University of Auckland Business School and Pacific Economic
Cooperation Council

Some funding is available for two sorts of participants:
e (Category 1: Persons in the developing APEC economies traveling to Thailand (up to

three from each), whose work includes the quantitative analysis of trade policy, whether
inside government or at research institutions. Funding includes air fare.



These economies are:

Brunei Darussalam Chile

China Hong Kong, China
Indonesia Korea

Malaysia Mexico

Papua New Guinea Peru

Philippines Russia

Singapore Chinese Taipei
Vietnam

e Category 2: Persons with significant expertise in one or more areas related to
quantification of the economic effects of NTMs or trade facilitation, to make
presentations, and/or hold open-house sessions on various topics. Funding includes air
fare, and per diem.

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:

Quantitative restrictions Standards

Trade facilitation - food safety

Government procurement - environmental

Anti-dumping - GMOs

SPS - general health

Competition policy - safety (eg passenger, electrical)

Trade and investment linkages
The range of quantification techniques and issues include, but are not limited to:

Data sources

Coverage ratios

Price gap measures

Quantity measures (eg gravity model measures)
CGE and partial-equilibrium modeling

Interested participants should indicate their interest by July 15, 2003, and will be notified of
their status by August 10, 2003. If you would like to be considered under Category 1, please
provide a brief vita. If you would like to be considered under Category 2, please provide an
abstract of the paper (or program in the ‘open-house’ session) you plan to present as well as a
brief vita.

Please send materials and direct inquiries to either of the Project Overseers:

Philippa Dee, Productivity Commission
PO Box 80, Belconnen ACT 2616, Canberra, Australia
Phone 612-6240-3253 Fax 612-6240-3322 email pdee@pc.gov.au

Michael Ferrantino, U.S. International Trade Commission
500 E St. SW, Washington, DC 20436 United States of America
Phone 1-202-205-3241 Fax 1-202-205-2340 email mferrantino@usitc.gov

This workshop is a project of the Market Access Group, APEC Committee on Trade and
Investment, and is sponsored by the United States and Australia under the auspices of the
Office of the United States Trade Representative and the Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade.






